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The Queen’s  
Platinum Jubilee 2022

Celebrate in Mid Sussex

In 2022, Her Majesty The Queen will become the first British 
Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee after 70 years of service. 

A special extended bank holiday weekend from Thursday 2nd to 
Sunday 5th June 2022 will begin on Thursday 2nd June with the 
Lighting of Beacons across the country.

You will be able to find information about them and events across 
the country at www.platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events

Jubilee Community Grants
Mid Sussex District Council has allocated £25,000 
in community grants to enable voluntary and 
charitable organisations to carry out celebrations and 
commemorations. The deadline to apply has been 
extended to Thursday 31 March 2022 with decisions 
being made on Monday 11 April. You can find out more 
and apply at www.midsussex.gov.uk/platinum-jubilee

Planning a Street Party? 
If you are planning a Street Party remember to apply on 
the Mid Sussex website for a temporary road closure 
more than six weeks before your event.

You can find helpful tips, advice and support for 
organising a successful event on the Street Party 
website.

Don’t forget to send us a picture of your party to add to 
our Street Party Scrapbook.

Add to the  
Royal Street Party Scrapbook
Royal Street parties have been a popular way to 
celebrate historic events for many years. We would like 
to create a digital scrapbook of previous events, as well 
as parties for the Platinum Jubilee.

Do you have pictures of previous street parties and 
Royal events in the District? 

You can email images to jubilee2022@midsussex.
gov.uk or post to 'Jubilee celebrations' at the MSDC 
office. We will be unable to return posted images.

Queen’s Green Canopy 
The Queen’s Green Canopy encourages planting of 
trees to create a legacy of the celebration and benefit 
future generations. Mid Sussex District Council plan to 
plant 250 new trees and encourages individuals and 
organisations to get involved  
www.queensgreencanopy.org

Full details can be found at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/platinum-jubilee
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Welcome to the latest edition  
of Mid Sussex Matters
Spring is budget setting time for Councils and in Mid 
Sussex we are working hard to ensure your money 
is spent effectively on the services and community 
projects which are a priority for local communities. 

This year we will be making significant progress on 
a number of important projects, building on what 
you have told us in consultations £1.5 million will be 
invested in improving flagship parks, playgrounds 
and sports facilities. We'll soon be rolling out electric vehicle charging points 
and trialling food waste collections with 3,000 households. We will also be  
launching a major inward investment campaign and this year will see major 
progress in master planning for Mid Sussex’s new Centre for Outdoor Sports.

Our goal, as ever, is to ensure that Mid Sussex continues to be a great 
place to live and work.

This edition of Mid Sussex Matters also includes an important update 
about the District Plan review and our work to deliver modern, community 
facilities on the Clair Hall site at the heart of the district.

This year will see the celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The 
Council has made £25,000 of grant funding available to help communities 
with their celebrations and will be planting 250 trees as part of the Queen's 
Green Canopy. I know that people across our communities will want to use 
the Jubilee as an opportunity to unite, to focus on what makes our country 
great and to pay tribute to Her Majesty’s long public service.

Finally, the news is full of stories about the rising cost of living. I am 
therefore pleased that the Government will be funding a £150 Council Tax 
rebate for all residents living in properties in bands A-D to be paid during 
April to go some way to help in challenging times. The Council will be 
operating a discretionary fund in addition to this. 

Jonathan Ash-Edwards 
Leader of Mid Sussex District Council

Please feel free to get in touch:  
jonathan.ash-edwards@midsussex.gov.uk 
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Local news

News in brief
Your Council 
Tax
When you receive your Council 
Tax bill you can see that it is split 
between organisations who support 
a huge range of vital services in this 
area. Your bill will list each one and 
show their element of the total bill.

Recently published rates for 
2022/2023 give the expected 
increase and an idea of what this 
means for a Band D property 
(which is the average rate).

Mid Sussex District Council
2.8% increase, £4.95 for the year

Sussex Police
4.7% increase, £10.00 for the year

West Sussex County Council
3.0% increase, £45.18 for the year

Your bill will also include an amount 
from your own Town or Parish 
Council.

To give an idea of how this works 
out. For each £1 of your Council 
Tax (for a Band D property) this 
would result in payment to each 
authority of

9p to Mid Sussex District Council

11p to Sussex Police

4p (on average) to Town and Parish 
Councils

76p to West Sussex County Council

Children and young people across 
Mid Sussex are invited to join in 
the Jubilee celebrations by getting 
creative! 

As part of our commemoration of  
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Mid 
Sussex District Council is taking part 
in the Queen’s Green Canopy and 
will be planting 250 new trees in a 
woodland copse.  

We are asking young people up to 
the age of 16 to design a ‘woodland 
seat' which we aim to locate in  
the area.  

Volunteers at Burgess Hill Shed will 
use the winning design to provide 
inspiration for their creation as a 
reminder of this special year.

Designs should consider the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and try to reflect  
the themes of the celebration in  
their design. 

Please email designs to 
jubilee2022@midsussex.gov.uk 
or send to MSDC offices quoting 
'Woodland seat competition'.

Entries must be received by Tuesday 
7th of June. You can find full details 
at www.midsussex.gov.uk/
platinumjubilee

Help design a royal woodland seat competition 

STEM Challenge returns in 2022!
The Mid Sussex STEM Challenge is returning, launching later this year, and will 
include the senior schools and colleges of all three towns within Mid Sussex 
taking part. The Challenge will involve students researching, building and 
controlling an artificially intelligent vehicle over a large and complicated course. 
Pupils will also prepare a Business and Project Management Plan to prepare 
the way for their creations to be brought to market.

Local engineering, medical, banking and insurance companies will be on 
hand to give students an understanding of the diverse careers available by 
continuing with Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths subjects. The 
STEM Ambassador companies will introduce pupils into the workplace to see 
this learning in context. 

Companies or senior schools who would wish to find out more can contact 
Ruth.DeMierre@midsussex.gov.uk.

STEM challenge 2019
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Keeping you informed
We want to keep you up to date with all the projects 
and activities in your community

Mid Sussex Matters – published 3 times each year

 Our website - www.midsussex.gov.uk 

 Follow us - @MSDCnews

    – find us at MidSussexDistrictCouncil 

 You can sign up to a free online version 
of MSM which comes out between paper 
editions by submitting your email at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/msm

Traders invited to ShopAppy!
ShopAppy gives local 
High Streets a presence 
on the internet, providing 
traders with a chance 
to tell everyone about 
their goods and services 
and supporting local 
businesses. Shoppers can 
pick up purchases or have 
them delivered knowing 
anything spent online, 
except bank processing 
charges, will go to local 
businesses. 

The platform aims to help 
local, independent shops 
stay in our towns. It can 
be difficult for them in a 
world of online giants and 

supermarkets 
and initiatives 
like this can 
help create 
the support 
our community shops need  
to thrive.

Businesses can sign 
up to ShopAppy at 
shoplocal@shopappy.
com or call Jane on 
07770 655 302.

This initiative is being 
made possible by the 
Government’s Welcome 
Back Fund with funding 
from the European Regional 
Development Fund.

Mid Sussex Marathon
After two years of virtual events the Mid Sussex Marathon Weekend will return in 2022 as a ‘live’ experience.

This 3-day event commences in East Grinstead on Saturday 30th April, Haywards Heath on Sunday 1st May and finishes 
in Burgess Hill on Monday 2nd May.

Participants can once again challenge themselves to complete an individual town race or complete the full marathon 
distance over three days. For younger participants and new runners, a fun run and 'Mid Sussex Mile' race are planned 
and you can also take part in our virtual race if you are unable to attend in person. The virtual event will take place 
between Saturday 16th April and Monday 2nd May.

www.midsussexmarathon.co.uk

ShopAppy is FREE for Mid Sussex traders to join for 12 months



Since autumn last year, we have been out and 
about taking photographs of the district to 
support the promotion of Mid Sussex as a great 
place to live, work and do business. Thanks to 
all those businesses that let us disrupt their 
working day with our photographer, lighting,  
and assistants!    

The results of this hard work and activity are now live with 
a new dedicated website and interactive prospectus to 
showcase Mid Sussex as a great place to live, work and 
invest. This goes under the heading ‘Opportunity Mid Sussex’ 
and active promotion of Mid Sussex is now well underway.

Opportunity Mid Sussex aims to represent the very best 
of Mid Sussex from partnership working, significant 

Introducing 
Opportunity 
Mid Sussex!  

infrastructure investment, including digital connectivity, to its 
great strategic location and outstanding natural landscape.

Business matters

Long-term care in your own home or in a 
residential care home is expensive, but with 
expert advice from independent financial 
specialists, Carewise can help you to make 
informed decisions on choosing and paying 
for the right care.

The Carewise care fees specialists are 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
and members of the Society of Later Life 
Advisers, so you can have peace of mind 
when discussing your finances.

Carewise could also help to protect your 
finances for the future. Contact Carewise to 
find out how you could benefit.

 carewiseadvice.com     carewise@westsussex.gov.uk     0330 222 7000

Expert advice on  
paying for care

|

Follow  
us at

 Our website - www.opportunitymidsussex.co.uk 

 Follow us - @OpportunityMS

    – find us at @OpportunityMidSussex
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Community Matters

Age UK expanding in Mid Sussex 
Age UK (West Sussex, Brighton & Hove) is expanding in 
Mid Sussex with plans to move into a brand-new centre in 
Burgess Hill and to offer additional support and activities 
in the community. 

Expanding in-home support
In addition to the new venue, Age UK WSBH is also 
welcoming a new Community Development Team to Mid 
Sussex. Activities will continue in the Age UK WSBH centres 
in Burgess Hill and Haywards Heath, but community agents 
will work with individuals at home too, particularly those who 
are socially isolated or lonely. The aim is to improve people’s 
quality of life by offering support and signposting to groups 
and services which can help make them healthier and 
happier.

Jenny King, Mid Sussex Development Manager, said 
“We’re really excited about our plans in Mid Sussex, not 
only at the new building, but also offering activities and 
support out in the community. Our aim is to help people 
be healthy, independent, informed and connected and we 
try and enable people, wherever possible, to love later life.”

To find out more about local services please email Age UK 
WSBH on midsussex@ageukwsbh.org.uk or call 01444 
450248.

A circular kaleidoscope of senior Award winners, 
including some of the Bronze and Silver Awards gained.

Focus on a recent grant recipient
Feedback from Hurstpierpoint Gymnastics Club

“What a period we have come through like so many other people and 
organisations – we thought we were moving along nicely when along came 
Covid and the Club had to close for the national lockdown. Hurstpierpoint 
Gymnastics Club has survived, adapted its way of working through a Covid 
risk assessment and is now busy once again. Through this difficult period, we 
are very grateful for the support given to us by Mid Sussex District Council 
and the Sussex Community Foundation. The Summer and Autumn terms 
have seen a record number of awards gained and over a hundred competing 
for honours in its Annual Championships.” Andrew Hair

Hurstpierpoint Gym Club meets in Hurstpierpoint Village Centre and caters for 
children between the ages of three and sixteen. It is open to children from any 
school and at present draws from over thirty schools with over 350 children 
from across Mid Sussex attending. The club’s qualified coaches have now 
trained over five thousand gymnasts and awarded over twelve thousand British 
Gymnastics Awards.

Further details of the Club can 
be found on its website www.
hurstpierpointgym.co.uk

Kings Weald  
- A new base  
for activity
The new Burgess Hill centre, Kings 
Weald, is a spacious and modern 
space offering a range of possibilities 
for groups, activities, and events. Age 
UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove 
(WSBH) is working with Mid Sussex 
District Council to get everything up 
and running and the team are looking 
forward to opening the doors and 
seeing the building buzzing with activity 
as soon as possible. 
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Greening our district

Electric vehicle chargepoint 
rollout in Mid Sussex
We have partnered with West Sussex County 
Council, to sign the largest public-sector led  
electric vehicle charging point contract in the 
UK. Mid Sussex will be the first district in West 
Sussex to have new fast chargepoints from 
Connected Kerb, with 58 chargers located in 
11 car parks across the district during phase 
one. The first sites are expected to become 
operational in April 2022.

According to research by energy watchdog Ofgem, one in 
four households intend to buy an electric car in the next 
five years, as the ban on the sale of new petrol and diesel 
vehicles approaches. However, up till now there has only 
been one public-access on-street EV chargepoint for 
every 52 EVs on UK roads. As a result, those without off-
street parking make up as few as 9% of EV drivers today.

The project seeks to provide a solution by installing 
thousands of chargepoints on streets, in public sector car 
parks and on community facilities across West Sussex 
within the next ten years, making us one of the most 
connected places in the UK outside of London.

This contract represents the UK’s largest electric vehicle 

(EV) chargepoint deployment by a local authority, 
providing a blueprint for other councils across the UK to 
deliver affordable, reliable, and accessible chargepoints in 
their thousands to help drivers without off-street parking 
to go electric.

UK-based Connected Kerb is fully funding the project 
and will also manage and maintain the chargepoints on 
an ongoing basis. The company has extensive experience 
of working with local authorities and public sector 
organisations.

Phase one 
installation sites
Burgess Hill
Cyprus Road Car Park
Station Road Car Park 

East Grinstead
Chequer Mead Car Park
Norton House Car Park
Vicarage Car Park
Queensway Car Park

Hassocks
Orion Car Park

Haywards Heath
Franklynn Road Car Park
Hazelgrove Car Park

Hurstpierpoint
Trinity Road Car Park

Lindfield
Denmans Lane Car Park
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Is your business going green?
Official figures show that business and industry account for 25% of UK greenhouse gas emissions, with just under 
half generated by small and medium-sized enterprises (those with fewer than 250 employees). This means that all 
businesses, regardless of size, have a vital role in the UK's journey to Net Zero. *source: WSCC website

MSDC's Economic Development team is working with our neighbouring local authorities on a project to support small 
and medium companies across the area to become more sustainable. This will include providing examples and case 
studies from businesses. They would like to hear from businesses to feature in future news stories and awareness 
campaigns. If you have examples of what your business is doing to become more sustainable, please get in touch at 
economic.development@midsussex.gov.uk.  Your experiences can inspire others to act too.

In the meantime, West Sussex County Council's web pages provide links to useful resources and support  
www.westussex.gov.uk/business-and-consumers

For environmentally-
focused businesses
If your business offers low carbon (or “green”) products 
or services, you can apply for a LoCASE Business 
Development Grant. This includes businesses supporting 
their customers to decarbonise the energy system, 
improve energy or resource efficiency, and those helping 
to preserve or enhance the natural environment.

LoCASE (Low Carbon Across the South and East) is 
working with local authorities to encourage a wide range 
of businesses to get grants, including those supplying 

renewable energy, energy storage and energy efficiency 
products, manufacturers, green architects and builders, 
recycling and re-use businesses, environmental advisors, 
and consultants, and many more.

For other types of 
business
You can also still apply for a LoCASE Energy Efficiency 
grant, for projects such as LED lighting, insulation, heating 
or machinery upgrades, or renewable energy systems. 

www.clean-growth.uk/locase

Food waste 
collection trial 
announced
We will be conducting a trial of kerbside food waste 
collections in three areas of the District later this year.

The trial service will comprise a ‘1-2-3’ collection system 
as follows:

1. Introducing weekly food waste collections and an opt-
in subscription service of absorbent hygiene product 
collections, such as nappies

2. Retaining existing fortnightly recycling collections and 
the garden waste subscription service.

3. Three weekly general rubbish collections.

The kerbside food waste collections will be trialled by 
around 3,000 Mid Sussex households. The trial areas 
include a mix of housing types and locations spread 
across the district to ensure it represents the whole of 
Mid Sussex.

The trial, which will be run in partnership with West 
Sussex County Council, will help us gather important data 
and customer feedback to fine tune a new collection 
system. Establishing the most appropriate frequency 
of collections, the size of bins and how to effectively 
meet the needs of residents will all be important when it 
comes to planning future changes to waste and recycling 
services.
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Outdoors matters

Safe and fun 
playgrounds
We look after 122 playgrounds across Mid Sussex giving a huge 
range of opportunities for fresh air and fun! Each playground  
is visited regularly to ensure they are safe and secure but 
if you have any concerns please get in touch using email at 
parksopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk. 

Recently updated playgrounds include

Batchelor’s Field 
Recreation Ground, Bolney
Following the improvements to the playground in 2021, 
work on a new tarmac 'pump track' at Batchelor's Field 
was completed in February. It was designed and built by 
the company who built the London 2012 Olympic BMX 
Supercross track, and is already proving really popular with 
local riders.

Forest Fields Play area
Thank you to the 163 who responded to the recent 
consultation. We asked you to select which of the four 
options you’d like to see built next year. The most popular 
option was Option 2 with 69% of the overall votes.

We are now seeking quotes for the most popular option 
and hope to start work on site in summer 2022.

St Andrew’s play area, 
Burgess Hill
The refurbished playground at St Andrew's reopened in 
January 2022, and now includes a new climbing unit, a 
toddlers play house, spinning bowl, accessible swings, and 
improved safety surfacing.

Turner’s Hill Recreation 
Ground
This playground reopened in January 2022 and now 
includes a new timber climbing unit, an accessible 
roundabout, and new safety surfacing.

Also, before the summer, a new 'half pipe' mini-ramp will 
be installed for skateboarders, BMXers and scooter riders 
to enjoy.

St Andrew's play area

Turner's Hill Recreation Ground

Batchelor's Field pump track
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Improving our parks
Over the past two years we have been asking you what 
we could do to improve a number of our key parks across 
the district.

Landscape architects have now prepared draft designs 
for six parks based on what you told us and we are 
now planning to progress with the first three of these 
projects, at:

Hemsleys Meadow and Finches Field, Pease Pottage

Mount Noddy, East Grinstead

Victoria Park, Haywards Heath

The first phase of this project will see approximately  
£1.5m being invested, using a combination of s106 
developer contributions and Council funds.

We will be consulting with local residents and park users 
on the detailed proposals for these sites during the spring.

You can find more information on  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/parks

Council tax help
You will soon receive your Council Tax or Business Rates 
Bill for the financial year 2022/23. If you are struggling 
please do get in touch with us to discuss your options.

There is help available if you are

• Facing debt

• On a low income and struggling to pay

• Unsure about what council tax discounts, exemptions, 
and reliefs you are entitled to Independent debt advice 
can be found at https://adviser.moneyhelper.org.uk/en.

More information can be found online at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/revsandbens/council-tax/. 
You can call 01444 477564 or email to revenue@
midsussex.gov.uk.  You can also complete a free 
wellbeing TELLJO assessment over the phone. Please 
call TELLJO on 01273 980797.

For Business Rates help there are a number of relief 
discounts and exemptions available for the financial year 
2022/23. 

• discretionary relief for charitable and non-profit 
making organisations

• Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Discount

• the COVID19 Additional Relief Fund is available until 
30th September 2022 for the 2021/22 financial year.

If you are struggling to pay or unsure whether you  
qualify for any financial help towards your business rates, 
please call us on 01444 477564 or email revenue@
midsussex.gov.uk. If we take enforcement action as 
a last resort further charges will be added onto your 
balance.

Victoria Park Hemsleys Meadow



2021 the year in numbers
Delivering services and supporting  
recovery from the pandemic.

Waste and 
Recycling

Housing, 
Planning and 
Safety

The Council has had a responsibility during the 
pandemic to house all rough sleepers and to 
extend the provision of temporary accommodation 
to homeless households. 

22,224
subscriptions to the garden waste service.

3.95 million
bin collections in the year from 65,191 households

100% of fly tipping
removed in three working days.

184
425

tonnes

bins
of dog waste 

collected from

28,026
15,171
6,895

tonnes

tonnes

tonnes

of general waste,

of dry recycling and

of garden waste collected.

43% of household waste sent 
for reuse, recycling, and 
composting.

53 rough sleepers 
assisted.

645 face-to-face 
enquiries about 
housing.

103 households assisted to 
access the private rented 
sector.

5,857 Environmental 
Health service 
requests with 98% 
responded to within 
5 working days.

134 Disabled Facility Grants 
completed to deliver a range 
of home adaptations to help 
disabled people to live more 
independently in their own 
homes

Bins are provided by Mid Sussex District Council 
and Town and Parish Councils. 

Mid Sussex District Council 2021
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Business and 
finance

Community and 
Leisure

Responding

The Council’s Revenues and Benefits Team has 
been supporting residents through Covid by over

Note: These figures cover numbers in 2021 as far as can be broken down within the dates.

in Exceptional Hardship payments and

£1 million

unique website visitors

486,081

tweet impressions and total reach for all Facebook 
posts

719,000

freedom of information 
requests dealt with.966

new Housing Benefit claims 
processed in an average of 20 days. 463

new Council Tax 
Support claims

processed in an average of 17 days, with 18,397 
changes in circumstances recalculations.

2,620

changes in circumstances 
recalculations.12,478

looking to expand or take on an apprentice have 
been assisted through the micro-business grant 
scheme.

49 small businesses

in Test and Trace Support payments.

£150,000

The Council paid out Covid related

with 7,320 grants processed and over £30 million 
in Covid relief to businesses.

£49 million,
business grants totalling

£160,188
paid to 42 business applicants to the Council’s 
Covid-19 Recovery Fund

by the Customer Service Centre, with an average 
time to answer of 21 seconds.

73,525 calls taken

assisted by our Wellbeing Service to adopt a 
healthier lifestyle, despite the pandemic preventing 
face-to-face interventions.

1,078 people

to 43 community and voluntary sector applicants 
to the Council’s Covid-19 Recovery Fund.

£140,834

on Tour 
and9 Playdays

3 Skatefest
events brought free fun and entertainment across 
the District in the Summer holidays.
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The District 
Plan Process

Planning 
for development 
Government legislation requires that 
District Plans must be updated every 
five years so that housing needs are 
met, and policies remain relevant and 
effective. As Mid Sussex adopted 
a District Plan in 2018, the District 
Council has a legal requirement to 
review it by 2023. 

District plans set out in broad 
terms what, where, when and how 
development will take place in the 
future. The District Plan includes 
policies that will be used to assess 
planning applications. A review of 
the District Plan allows for existing 
policies to be updated, including 
those on important matters 
such as sustainability, climate 
change, biodiversity, economy and 
infrastructure. 

As part of the review, the Council 
is required to re-assess its housing 
need. The starting point for this is 
the Government’s Standard Method 
formula. The current District Plan 
identifies a housing need in Mid 
Sussex of 876 new homes per year 
to be planned for, however the 
Government formula increases this 
to 1093 per year, 7,000 new homes 
beyond what is already planned for, 
over the lifespan of the draft District 
Plan which would run to 2038. The 
Council has written to the Secretary 
of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities, Michael Gove MP to 
express grave concerns about the 
impact that current national planning 
policy will have on Mid Sussex. 

Mid Sussex is a rural District that 
features the beautiful landscape of 
the High Weald Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and the South 
Downs National Park. Over 60% of 
the District is protected by national 

designations and, coupled with the 
significant growth the District has 
taken in the last 10 years, these 
constraints mean there is limited 
space for housing development, and 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
identify suitable sites for new housing.  

What happens 
if the Council 
doesn’t review 
the District Plan? 
The Council is required to have an up-
to-date District Plan to demonstrate 
how it plans to meet its housing need 
for the whole plan period. It must also 
demonstrate that is has sufficient 
deliverable sites to provide a minimum 
of five years’ worth of housing against 
its housing target.  

If the Council cannot demonstrate 
that it has a five-year supply it 
would lose control of development 
as the government would apply a 
‘presumption in favour of sustainable 
development’. In this case there 
would be an increase the risk of 
unplanned, speculative development.  

By comparison, adopting a new 
District Plan will mean the Council 

has control over the sites it wishes 
to allocate, will be able to set policy 
requirements and mitigation required, 
and allows the Council and other 
infrastructure providers to plan 
for the necessary infrastructure to 
support the sites it proposes. 

What happens 
next?
Mid Sussex District Council is 
requesting that the Government 
complete its review of national 
planning laws and amend the standard 
methodology for calculating future 
housing need as a matter of urgency.  

If the review cannot be undertaken in 
a timely fashion, the Council is calling 
for the Government to pause plan 
making and for the presumption in 
favour of sustainable development 
be lifted to enable work to progress 
without the threat of speculative, 
unplanned, and unwanted 
development hanging over local 
communities.  

For more information visit   
www.midsussex.gov.uk/planning-
building/mid-sussex-district-
plan/district-plan-review/ 

Planning Matters

The District Council has paused work on a 
review of the Mid Sussex District Plan to raise 
concerns with the Government about the 
impact national planning policy is having on 
rural areas.
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www.midsussex.gov.uk/applauds

WINNER of the 
GOOD �PORT AWARD  
PHILLIP COOTE East Grinstead

WINNER of the 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
JOHN FO�TER Lindfield

WINNER of the  
�TRONGER TOGETHER AWARD 
JOHN THORPE Cuckfield

Sponsored by 

In our winter issue of Mid �ussex Matters, 
we featured the stories of our nominees, 
and on 21st of November the winners were 
announced! The 2021 Awards were made in 
the following eight categories 

WINNER of the  
YOUNG VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
OLLY HOWLAND

Sponsored by 

Your 2021 Winners!

Awards were presented by the Chairman of MSDC, 
Councillor Margaret Belsey, the High Sheriff of West 
Sussex Neil Hart, and sponsors. Full details of the winners’ 
stories can be found at www.midsussex.gov.uk/applauds 
Congratulations to all our nominees and to our winners!

Get involved in 2022
Nominations for the 2022 Mid Sussex Applauds Awards 
open on 1st June 2022. Look out for your invitation to 
nominate, to help tell the stories of our community. 

If you are a local business who could help support the 
Awards please get in touch.

WINNER of the  
YOUNG ACHIEVER AWARD
CARLA WILLIAM�-WOOD

WINNER of the  
PEER NOMINATED AWARD
MARTYN JUPP JUPP’� FI�H AND CHIP 
�HOP Burgess Hill

WINNER of the  
TAKE PRIDE IN MID �U��EX AWARD 
KEN GROCOTT Pycombe

Sponsored by 

MEDIA SPONSORS

WINNER of the  
�TRONGER COMMUNITIE� AWARD 
CLAIR HALL VACCINATION 
VOLUNTEER� Haywards Heath

Sponsored by 

Sponsored by 
WINNER of the  
BU�INE�� IN THE COMMUNITY AWARD 
MARTYN JUPP JUPP’�  
FI�H AND CHIP �HOP Burgess Hill



Did you know
In a Wellbeing at work session each staff member receives individualised health and wellbeing advice from a qualified 
and friendly Wellbeing advisor. It is also a chance to try out the ‘Tanita’ scales which give measurements of Body Fat 
Percentage, Bone Density, Hydration levels, Metabolic Age and more. 

The Wellbeing team are happy to be getting out and about again as offices and businesses re-open their workplaces. 
Here are comments from a few previous visits:

that the Mid Sussex Wellbeing Team offers FREE Wellbeing MOTs for employees of local businesses?

Wellbeing at work matters

“All the staff at PVL benefit from the 
wellbeing health checks. It is a great chance 
to talk through any issues that you may 
have or to find out more information on 
how to access support for things like losing 
weight and stopping smoking. 

We have them every six months and this 
allows us to track our results and set 
some goals like increasing the amount of 
water you drink and then when you see 
this reflected positively in your next set of 
results it feels great!”

“Last year 74 staff members participated 
in the programme. The Health Checks 
gave individuals a chance to learn their 
risk factors and to discuss their health and 
fitness goals, in a friendly and constructive 
way. An anonymised report produced by 
the Wellbeing Officer, gave the College 
insight into how they can build on their 
existing staff resources, focusing on healthy 
eating, hydration levels and exercise 
facilities. I would highly recommend this 
service to other Schools and Colleges.” 

Emily Darnell, PVL UK in Burgess Hill Sarah J Barker, RGN – Senior School 
Nurse, Hurstpierpoint College.

If you feel you could benefit from Wellbeing MOTs at your place of work, please contact Julia  
in the Mid Sussex Wellbeing team on 07395283602 or Julia.Meckael@midsussex.gov.uk

For full details of Mid Sussex Wellbeing activities, including help to give up smoking, tackle stress  
and manage your weight you can visit https://midsussex.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk/

Mid Sussex Matters Spring 202216



Being active isn’t just about feeling stronger, 
fitter, more energetic and sleeping better - it’s 
about having fun too! Why not have fun and be 
active together this Easter half term by making 
health and fitness not just a solo pursuit, but a 
family pursuit? 

NHS guidelines state that kids need to be active for at 
least 60 minutes a day, with 30 minutes of this outside 
of school. This should include three sessions a week of 
activity that strengthens muscles and bones, so it’s crucial 
to mix it up. Bringing the kids to your local centre provides 
the perfect opportunity to vary activities.

No matter the weather, our fitness playground is always 
open, so bring the kids along and enjoy being active together!

Get back in the swim
While many children have been able to begin or restart 
their swimming lessons once again, most children 
have had limited access to swimming pools during the 
pandemic and may need a confidence boost to sharpen 
their skills or get lessons started.

With summer holidays just around the corner, why not 
enrol your child in one of our intensive swimming courses 
over the Easter half term? Designed to cover several 

weeks of normal term time lessons in a shortened 
timeframe, these intensive courses can help students 
bridge the gap and enable them to:

• Get a taster for lessons if they are just starting out

• Get extra practice in and get a confidence boost from 
being in the water more often

• Move past any hurdles by practicing skills to help them 
pass their current stage.

One of the best ways to get kids comfortable being in and 
around water is to have fun in the water! Why not bring 
the kids to our fun splash & slide sessions at The Triangle? 
Giant slides and inflatables included!

Holiday clubs & courses
Need some structured activities over the Easter half 
term? The Dolphin, The Triangle, and Kings Centre are 
all running holiday camps including multi-sports, art, 
and crafts. We’ll keep the kids busy and give you a well-
deserved break!

In addition, The Dolphin will be organising intensive 
trampoline lessons for beginners and intensive junior 
squash over the half term, while The Triangle will be 
organising an NPLQ course. 

See the back page for info about our FREE family sport taster sessions 
over the Easter holiday across the district.

Sport Matters

COMPETITION
TIMEWin a 12-month, premium adult  

membership with four free juniors!
We’re giving away a free annual, Premium adult 
membership to one lucky reader of Mid Sussex 
Matters! Each Premium adult memberships includes 
four free junior memberships, so you’ll be getting up 
to five memberships for free!

The Premium adult memberships includes unlimited 
gym use, unlimited swimming/pool use, unlimited 

access to our group workout classes  
and 14 days’ advanced booking rights. 

To enter, simply scan the QR code above and fill in 
your details with the reference  
“Mid Sussex Matters”. T&Cs apply

Children enjoying arts and crafts at one of our Holiday camps

The Triangle Leisure Centre’s Swimmer of the year 2022
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Places Leisure 

The Triangle, Burgess Hill  
01444 876000 www.thetriangleleisurecentre.org

The Dolphin, Haywards Heath  
01444 457337 www.thedolphinleisurecentre.org

Kings Centre, East Grinstead  
01342 328616 www.kingsleisurecentre.org
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Plant a tree for the Jubilee

What’s the problem? 
Fly tipping is an issue that affects all local authorities, and 
we are fortunate that, in Mid Sussex, most people dispose 
of their waste correctly but the clearance of any fly- tip 
(no matter how small) diverts resources away from other 
core Council services and it affects the appearance of our 
beautiful District.     

What is fly-tipping? 
Fly- tipping is the illegal dumping of items and although 
commonly thought of as a problem confined largely to the 
roadside or hedgerow it can also involve rubbish left: 

• beside street bins and recycling bring banks 

• on the floor of communal bin areas 

• outside closed recycling centres and charity shops and 

• on roads, paths and in the countryside 

What we are doing…. 
In order to help make people aware of the issue, the West 
Sussex Waste Partnership is working to highlight the 
problems that fly tipping causes. Our frontline staff are 
also able to investigate fly tip incidents and issue Fixed 
Penalty Notices, up to the value of £400, where sufficient 
evidence is found. The Council can also consider 

prosecution if a fly tip is large and there is enough 
evidence presented to us. A successful prosecution can 
leave the perpetrator with an unlimited fine.  

What can you do to help? 
Remember that your waste is your responsibility, you 
therefore need to make sure it is disposed of properly, by 
a legitimate licensed waste carrier. 

• Check that a waste carrier is registered on the 
Environment Agency’s website. 

• Refuse any unexpected offers to have your rubbish 
taken away. 

• Ask how your rubbish will be disposed of – and check 
evidence of this. 

What can you do if you see 
a fly-tip? 
- Don’t attempt to remove the rubbish yourself in case 
there are hidden sharp or dangerous items. 

- Get in touch with as much information as possible, by 
emailing wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk or calling 01444 
458166.

You can find out more at midsussex.gov.uk/waste-
recycling/fly-tipping 

In celebration of Her Majesty’s 70 
years of service, the Council has 
planted 250 new trees in an area of 
Ashenground Woods Local Nature 
Reserve to form part of the Queen’s 
‘Green Canopy’ legacy to future 
generations.  

Kindly donated by Arcus Global Ltd, 
the tree saplings are a mixture of 
British native species comprising 
English Oak, Hawthorn, Field Maple, 
and Rowan. These trees will enhance 
and extend the existing woodland 
habitat of the 14-hectare local nature 
reserve in Haywards Heath.    

The trees were planted by our 
Countryside Rangers with support 
from the local Friends Group of 
Ashenground and Bolnore Woods ably 
assisted by local Ward Councillors.  

www.queensgreencanopy.org  

Fighting Fly-tipping



different birds and insects. One day we came across a 
particularly large slug (above left) that was devouring 
some fungus.  I’m always told not to sniff let alone eat 
them as they are dangerous but each to their own!  
Fungus and toadstools should be left where they are 

as they have an important job 
helping with decay and I’m 
told slugs are just playing their 
part in the food web. Another 
insect that leaves their mark 
are spiders with their webs. One 
morning we found three teasles 
that had been captured in a 
web. Luckily the Countryside 
Rangers were busy looking at 
that because it gave me time to 
remove most of the webs that I 
had captured all round my ears.

Rember to keep an eye on the 
website for the new Healthy 
Walks programme, all being 
well, the summer programme 
should be published by the end 
of March.  Thank you to all our 
marvellous volunteers who make 
these walks happen.

Rolo’s 
Report
Our seasonal update from Rolo the Ranger dog.

Here I am again, I hope by the time you read this, 
conditions under paw have improved.  Although it is lovely 
to be visiting our countryside sites, I am currently wading 
knee deep in mud. Thankfully, many of our footpaths 
on the Green Circle have been upgraded and improved 
recently providing a much drier, 
firmer footpath option. (The 
Green Circle is a ring of green 
sites round the edge of Burgess 
Hill). More information can be 
found by visiting our website.

Last year was also the second 
year we took part in the Blue 
Campaign.  This is a national 
campaign that encourages Local 
Authorities to turn roadside 
verges and open spaces into 
native meadows.  The areas 
are cut and collected once 
in the year to encourage 
native plants to re-establish 
themselves, bringing with 
them a wonderful variety of 
invertebrates, birds, amphibians, 
reptiles, and mammals.  We 
had some fantastic results 
with bee orchids being found on one of our designated 
sites. I wasn’t allowed to get too close (apparently, 
I’m too enthusiastic and my tail causes damage) but 
they looked good even from a distance.  Plans for this 
year’s campaign areas are well under way with more 
information provided in due course on our website and 
social media channels.

Whilst out and about I often come across lots of 
different animals, and last year was no different.  Some 
of my spots included deer (I got a treat for not chasing 
them!), foxes, butterflies, bees, slow worms, lots of 

You can find information at:

 www.midsussex.gov.uk

 Twitter; @MSDCRangers

 Instagram; @msdcrangers

 Facebook; Mid Sussex District Council

Contact us at: parksopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk 
01444 458166.
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Burgess Hill Growth Programme

Visit our website to:
• discover tips on improving 

your health and wellbeing
• view equipment to help 

you stay independent
• find support for carers
• learn about options for 

extra care and support.

Looking for extra support  
with your day to day living?
The Connect to Support website is for anyone in 
West Sussex who is looking for additional 
help or support to maintain 
their independence, 
manage day-to-day 
tasks and improve their 
health and wellbeing. 

Do you need help to use the website?  •  Email: socialcare@westsussex.gov.uk  •  Phone: 01243 642121

westsussexconnecttosupport.org
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www.burgesshill.net

Stay up to date 
You can find out more about the 
Northern Arc, including news 
updates, works notifications 
and planning applications, 
online at www.burgesshill.net/
housing/northern-arc or on 
Facebook page  
@northern.arc.BH 

The Northern Arc is a Homes England flagship scheme which will 
provide up to 3,500 new homes in Burgess Hill alongside new 
roads, schools, shops, and public open spaces. 

Countryside Properties are building the first 460 new homes 
to the east of the scheme, over half of which will be affordable 
housing (for council rent or shared ownership) delivered by Sage 
Housing. These will range from one-bedroom apartments to 
four-bedroom family homes, including properties for those aged 
55 plus and fully wheelchair-accessible homes. The first homes, 
all of which are affordable, are expected to be ready for people 
to move in by Spring 2022.

Bellway’s reserved matters 
application seeking approval for the 
detailed design and landscaping of 
247 homes to be built on land to 
the east of Isaacs Lane has been 
submitted to Mid Sussex District 
Council. It is expected that the 
application will be determined in 
Spring 2022 with construction work 
beginning soon after, subject to the 
application being approved.

Homes England will also soon be 
announcing the appointment of the 
developer to design and build the 
Eastern Neighbourhood Centre and 
adjacent homes.

In early 2022 Homes England will 
be looking to dispose of 4 hectares 
of employment land to the south of 
the A2300, suitable for a range of 

employment uses such as offices, 
research and development and 
industry. The creation of employment 
land in this location will maximise 
opportunities associated with the 
directly adjacent ‘Hub’ employment 
site to the west, encouraging 
business links and integration 
between new and existing residents.

Jackson Civil Engineering are 
building the Western Link road, 
connecting the A2300 in the north 
to Jane Murray Way in the south 
and John Sisk and Son are building 
the Eastern Bridge and Link Road 
which will join the houses currently 
under construction by Countryside 
Properties to Isaacs Lane.  Both 
these roads will be complete by 
Autumn 2022.

Burgess Hill - Western Link Road

Northern Arc - Bellway Homes
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Clair Hall is a Haywards Heath community facility which 
is valued by many in the community. Yet, in recent years, 
it has seen declining use and escalating maintenance 
costs, meaning it was running at a loss and had become 
unviable, even before the pandemic hit. 

Independent consultants ran a community consultation 
exercise last autumn to hear local views on the future of 
the venue. Thank you to all who took part, either online or 
via the meetings. 

Some of you said you would like to see the building 
refurbished. Others felt it should be replaced, while a 
small minority said it should stay as it is. We also heard a 
range of ideas on the purpose of the venue – including 
entertainment, arts, food and drink, and a combination  
of these.

The Council Cabinet carefully considered the consultation 
findings and, in its 20 December meeting, decided we 
should explore options for creating a modern, fit-
for-purpose facility on the site that will serve today’s 
community more effectively. 

Designing a facility that will be financially viable for years 
to come will be a considerable challenge, so we are 
commissioning experts – including specialists in the arts 
and entertainment – to help with the process. Over the 
coming months, they will take an evidence-based approach 
to examining the situation, including the condition of the 
site and the building. And they will recommend the most 
suitable options which we hope will address the problems 
the facility has faced and secure its long-term future. 

Keep up to date on this project 
via the Clair Hall engagement hub 
website by visiting https://engage.
midsussex.gov.uk/clair-hall or 
scanning this QR code.

Next steps for Clair Hall

View of Clair Hall from across Clair Park

View of Clair Hall from across car park

Clair Hall as vaccination centre

We will assess those options and hope to select a 
preferred way forward later this year, with a Steering Group 
of Councillors in place to monitor progress.

In the meantime, Clair Hall is serving a vital role as a 
vaccination centre, staffed by wonderful volunteers who 
are working hard to keep our community safe.
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Working Together for a better Mid Sussex

*Subject to applicant’s eligibility.

Thumbs-up No fees or commission
Thumbs-up 6 weeks deposit bond or 5 weeks cash deposit*
Thumbs-up Free Inventory provided by a professional company
Thumbs-up Service of all documents
Thumbs-up Comprehensive Landlord support service
Thumbs-up Property Inspections
Thumbs-up Provision of a Tenancy Agreement
Thumbs-up NRLA Accredited Officer
Thumbs-up Long-term Tenant
Thumbs-up Right to Rent checks
Thumbs-up Rent paid in advance*

We are a FREE local letting service
Our FREE service includes:

Do you have a property to let in Mid Sussex? 
Are you a Private Landlord?

Contact the Team on 01444 477248
Envelope-open-text PRS@midsussex.gov.uk
GLOBE www.midsussex.gov.uk/housing

Landlords
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Your Council
The following Council and Committee meetings are 
scheduled to take place over the coming months. Details 
are correct as at the time of publishing but for current 
information including the location of in-person meetings 
please see www.midsussex. gov.uk/council or contact 
Committee Services on 01444 477225. All meetings 

will be broadcast live on the Mid Sussex District Council 
YouTube page. 

Meeting agendas and papers will be available online five 
working days before the meeting. 

Mon 21 Mar Cabinet 4:00 pm

Wed 23 Mar Scrutiny Committee Community, Customer Services & Service Delivery 6:00 pm

Wed 30 Mar Council 6:00 pm

Thu 14 Apr Planning Committee 4:00 pm

Thu 21 Apr District Planning Committee 2:00 pm

Mon 9 May Cabinet 4:00 pm

Wed 11 May Annual Council 7:00 pm



www.midsussex.gov.uk 
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk

At the time of publication our reception 
area is open for emergencies only.

Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm 
Friday 8.45am - 4.15pm

MSDC offices will be closed over 
the festive period from 1pm on 24th 
December, re-opening on Tue 4th 
January 2022.

Mid Sussex District Council, 
Oaklands, Oaklands Road, Haywards 
Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

Telephone: 01444 458166

For emergencies outside office hours 
call 0845 602 1035.

 @MSDCnews

    – find us at 
MidSussexDistrictCouncil

We are working with local Activity groups Mid Sussex Active, Active Sussex and 
sports clubs to provide free opportunities for families who live in Mid Sussex to 
try out a range different sports. Dates and times will be staggered to give the 
most opportunity to have a go – the full programme will be advertised on the 
MSDC website and promoted through social media and local schools.

This is a chance to have a go at something you have never tried before – find 
out how you can get involved and have fun with the whole family.

Sports on offer:

Football, Rugby, Cricket, Netball, Hockey, Tennis, Bowls, Badminton, Squash, 
Martial Arts, Dance, Running. In our Parks we will also be introducing 
Frisbee, Tennis and Parkour.

So, come along and join in!

Spring 
into 
Action
Why not join our 
Easter School 
Holidays “Taster 
Fortnight” Sport 
and Active 
Sessions for the 
whole family 
9th - 24th April 
2022

Key contacts for Council Services:

Are you involved with a local 
sports club and would like to 
introduce more families to 
your sport? Please contact 
youth@midsussex.gov.uk

Why try a 
new sport?
• Your body needs to be 

constantly challenged to 
improve and get better.

• It will challenge you mentally! 
Trying out something new 
always means leaving your 
comfort zone. 

• Trying a new sport is social 
– you can get friends/ family 
together for a new, fun activity

Pick the sport you’ve always 
wanted to try and go do it!


