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1. Is the scope of the Plan in line with the strategy of the District Plan and in particular 
the 4 aims set out in the submitted DPD? 

 

1.1 The Council has failed to fully meet the stated aims of the submitted plan  

1.1.1 The second aim of the plan advises that the Council will maintain a sustainable 
housing/employment balance: 
 
 “To allocate sufficient employment land to meet the residual need and in line with policy 
requirements set out in District Plan Policy DP1 : Sustainable Economic Development” 

 

1.2 DP1 Strategic objectives 

1.2.1 Policy DP1 is underpinned by two strategic sustainability objectives, both of which are in 
conflict with the SA19 and SA20 allocations: 
 

§ “To promote a place which is attractive to a full range of businesses, and where local 
enterprise thrives”; and 

§ “To provide opportunities for people to live and work within their communities, reducing 
the need for commuting”. 

 

1.3 Evidence of conflict with sustainability objectives  

1.3.1 The ‘made’ East Grinstead Neighbourhood Plan highlights the problem of traffic congestion 
along the A22 corridor into the town centre, as a constraint to future growth and 
investment: 
 

 
 
1.3.2 The DPD allocates a further 772 homes to East Grinstead without allocating any local 

employment space. Neither did the Local Plan allocate any employment space. The plan 
detracts from a deteriorating employment position. 
 

1.3.3 In June 2020, against the advice of the Town Council and the East Grinstead Business 
Association, the last remaining large office building (East Grinstead House) was approved for 
residential conversion to 253 apartments1. The East Grinstead Business Association 

                                                             
1 Council Planning References DM/20/1361, DM/20/1366, DM/20/1369 and DM/20/1370 
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confirmed the displacement of 1,000 existing workers, so continuing the trend against a 
sustainable housing\employment balance (Appendix A). 

 
1.3.4 The Mid Sussex Economic Profile Study (2018) – excluded from the DPD evidence base – 

states in its key findings, that “There has been a significant loss of office floor space to 
residential conversions particularly in East Grinstead.” 

 
1.3.5 When asked how much office floor space has been lost to residential conversions since 

permitted development (change of use) relaxations since 2013, the Council responded that it 
did not know. When asked how much office floor space currently exists within East 
Grinstead, again, the Council responded that it did not know (Appendix B). 
 

1.3.6 The loss of office floor space is also evidenced by 2020 Northern West Sussex Economic 
Growth Assessment Update Study [E2]: 
 

 
 

1.3.7 The severe congestion of the strategic highway network, at peak times of the day, and in 
particular the A264 trunk road between East Grinstead and Crawley, reflects the very 
significant levels of commuting-out. This situation will (significantly) deteriorate further with 
allocations SA19 and SA20. 

1.3.8 The allocation of significant levels of housing in East Grinstead without allocating further 
employment space and against the background of declining employment opportunities, is 
contrary to DP1 and plan aims. 
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APPENDICES 

 
Appendix A  - East Grinstead Business Association objection to East 

Grinstead House residential conversion  
 

Appendix B  - Email correspondence with Council re. Extent of residential 
conversions   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 










