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1. Introduction 

1.1 This ‘Landscape Review and Assessment of Ardingly Parish’ has been commissioned by 

Ardingly Parish Council to inform and support the preparation of the Ardingly 

Neighbourhood Plan. The Brief put forward seeks to: 

• Assess the character of the Ardingly Parish landscape and its sensitivity and 

capacity to accommodate change and future development, in order to inform the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  

• Determine key views that influence the setting of the village, key aspects of the 

village’s character including conservation aspects and development history. 

• Evaluate and appraise key sites to determine:  

o Sites that have inherent landscape quality that are particularly sensitive, 

which define the character of the village  

o Sites where potential development would have least impact on the 

landscape and character of the village  

 

1.2 In order to fulfil the Brief, we have used a Landscape Character Assessment 

methodology to identify character areas within the Parish, which can then be analysed to 

determine which areas are highly sensitive and define the character of the village and 

which have the capacity for development. 

 

1.3 Natural England describes landscape character as what makes an area unique. It is 

defined as "a distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements, be it natural (soil, 

landform) and/or human (for example settlement and development) in the landscape that 

makes one landscape different from another "(Ref 1). 

 

1.4 The report divides the landscape into areas of specific landscape character and 

considers them against a range of criteria tabulated form in section 5, as explained 

below. The landscape value, sensitivity and capacity of each area are analysed in 

Appendix 2 and summarised in the final column of the tables. This information will be 

brought together in the summary and conclusions, to determine which sites display 

landscape character of high quality, that should be preserved and put forward sites which 

have the capacity for development and would have the lowest impact on the landscape 

and character of the village. 

 

  



 
Ardingly Landscape Assessment/575.1/July2012 3 

2. Approach 

2.1 The Landscape Assessment has been developed through a series of stages, with each 

stage feeding information on to the next. The first stage was to gather background 

information on the Parish and surrounding areas (section 3). This took the form of a desk 

study, collating data already available on the character of the Parish, and a field 

assessment undertaken by a competent Landscape Architect.  

 

2.1.1 The data has been analysed (sections 4) and the Parish divided into areas of distinct 

Landscape character (section 5). Each character area has been assessed individually in 

the tables in section 6. The information for each area has then been uses to assess the 

sensitivity and landscape value of each area, which combine to give each area’s 

landscape capacity (section 6). The evaluation for each character area is shown in 

Appendix 2 and the results are shown in the final column of the table. 

 

2.1.2 The results of the landscape capacity study were then used to set out our summary and 

conclusions (section 7) in order to fulfil the brief, explaining which areas of Ardingly 

Parish: 

o Have an inherent landscape quality that is particularly sensitive, which 

defines the character of the village  

o Have the potential for development and would have least impact on the 

landscape and character of the village  
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3. Background  
3.1 Desk study 

3.1.1 Initially, a comprehensive desk-top assessment of the local area was undertaken to form 

the basis of the assessment and assist in identifying the Parish landscape character 

areas, which in turn define the study area for the assessment. Desk study data consider 

includes: 

� Geology and soils; 

� Topography; 

� Land use (based on aerial photography); 

� Regional landscape character areas; 

� District landscape character and capacity assessments; 

� Historic landscape characterisation; 

� Development plan designations including local landscape, nature conservation, and 

heritage designation; 

� Key public rights of way (e.g. long distance footpaths) and notable view points; 

� Areas at risk of flooding. 

 

3.1.2 The data was analysed and set out in working plans, tables, figures and text, and used to 

review the existing landscape character assessments and provisionally subdivide the 

County/District character areas into draft landscape character areas appropriate to the 

Parish scale. The outer boundary of these character areas in turn formed a draft study 

area boundary.  

 

 

3.2 Field Assessment  

3.2.1 The assessment is underpinned by field assessment carried out during early May 2012 

by an experienced Landscape Architect, overseen and reviewed by the Project Director. 

 

3.2.2 Field assessment involved travelling extensively throughout Ardingly Parish and the 

immediate surroundings, with extra focus on vicinity of the settlement edge of Ardingly 

village. This involve recording variations in landscape character on field survey sheets 

and making a working photographic record, including (list is not exhaustive): local 

topography, existing land uses and vegetation structure, condition of landscape elements 

(trees, hedges etc), streams/ditches, character of the built edge of settlements, 

intervisibility between settlements, local landmarks and visual detractors, relationship 

with the AONB and key views. 
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4 Landscape Structure Analysis  
4.1 The aim of landscape structure analysis is to distil out the main elements which 

contribute to the character, structure and setting of the settlements and the AONB. This 

section includes an evaluation of the existing Landscape Character Context (section 4.2, 

Plan HDA1 and Appendix 1) and Ardingly and Context (section 4.3) which looks at the 

Parish in detail and sets out our initial analysis of the area. Plans HDA 2 – 6 give a visual 

representation of our findings. 

 
4.2 Landscape Character Context 

There are national, regional and district scale landscape character assessments that 

cover the landscape around Ardingly Parish. The national scale assessment has not 

been analysed for this assessment, as more detailed data is available. 

 

4.2.1 Regional Scale 

 Mid Sussex District is covered by three regional character areas: Low Weald (121), High 

Weald (122) and South Downs (125). Ardingly Parish falls within the High Weald regional 

character area. 

 
4.2.2 District Scale (see plan HDA 1) 

 The Landscape Character Assessment for Mid Sussex, published in November 2005, 

Sub-divides the regional character areas into 10 distinct landscape character areas, 

which coincide with the West Sussex County scale character areas. 

 

 Ardingly Parish is located predominantly within the High Weald, with the Ouse Valley 

character area running broadly east-west to the south of Ardingly reservoir, at the south-

western corner of the Parish. Key characteristics of Landscape Character area 6, The 

High Weald and Character Area 9 - the Ouse valley (Ref 2) are discussed in detail in 

Appendix 1. 

 

4.2.3 Mid Sussex Landscape Capacity Study (see plan HDA 1) 

 In 2007, HDA prepared the Mid Sussex Landscape Capacity Study which considered the 

landscape capacity for strategic scale development in Mid Sussex, focusing on the 

landscape surrounding towns and villages in the District. 

 

 The study divided the landscape surrounding Ardingly into four local landscape character 

areas, numbered 30-33 as shown on plan HDA 1, which were judged to have Low or 

Medium capacity for strategic scale development overall. A summary of these areas is 

also included in Appendix 1. 
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4.2.4 The High Weald AONB 

 Ardingly Parish in its entirety falls within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONB). This is an important consideration when assessing the landscape 

character of the area, along with the landscape sensitivity and subsequent capacity of 

the Parish. The significance and key characteristics of the High Weald AONB are set out 

in Appendix 1. 

 
 
4.3 Ardingly village and the local landscape context 
 (see plans HDA 2 - 6) 

4.3.1 Ardingly Parish is located between Haywards Heath to the south, West Hoathly to the 

east, Turners Hill to the north and Balcombe to the west. Surrounding Ardingly Parish are 

the Parishes of Worth (to the north), West Hoathly (north-east), Lindfield (to the south), 

Cuckfield (to the south-west) and Balcome (to the west). The steep wooded valleys to 

the east and west of the Parish limit visibility between Ardingly and West Hoathly to the 

east or Balcombe to the west. The larger town of Haywards Heath lies approximately 3.5 

miles to the south of the Parish boundary. 

 

4.3.2 The land use within the Parish is predominantly agriculture, with grazed pasture and 

some agricultural fields (plan HDA 2). Fields are generally small and irregular – in 

keeping with the character of the High Weald. The Parish is well wooded, with much of 

the woodland occurring on the valley sides of the gill streams. Hedgerows are the 

dominant field boundary and often define the edges of the rural lanes that wind through 

the Parish.  

 

4.3.3 The changes in topography are one of the key characteristics of the Parish (plan HDA 3).  

There is a strong east to west ridgeline running to the north of the Parish. From this high 

ground, further ridges run south, one on the western edge of the Parish and one running 

down the eastern side of the Parish (called Ardingly Ridge for the purposes of this 

report). Local roads Ardingly Road (the B2028), Back Lane and Paddockhurst Lane 

follow the line of these ridges. The settlement of Ardingly is based at the southern end of 

Ardingly Ridge, where a spur of the ridge line curves round to the west in a loose ‘c’ 

shape. Generally the landform rises from the south to the north of the Parish, although 

this rise is far from uniform, with gill streams and associated valleys extending north 

along the eastern and western sides of the Parish. This incised and ridged landform is a 

typical characteristic of the High Weald AONB. Along the southern section of the Parish, 

to the south of Ardingly village and reservoir, the variations in landform are gentler and 

increasingly consistent with the landscape character of the Ouse Valley.  

 

4.3.3 Ardingly Parish has a number of places of local and national interest (plan HDA 4). 

Wakehurst Place and its grounds, form part of Kew Gardens and host the ‘Millennium 
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Seedbank’ an internationally important seed collection. The gardens are also Grade II 

listed under the Parks and Gardens register. To the immediate north of Ardingly village is 

the South of England Agricultural Showground, which hosts this annual event in early 

June. Organisations of local importance include: Ardingly College – a local employer and 

source of community facilities, Ardingly Reservoir, Ardingly Activity Centre – providing 

water sports activities on the reservoir, Hapstead Hall – a venue for local meetings and 

events and a number of shops, pubs and a Post Office. 

 

4.3.4 There are two conservation areas within Ardingly village, one encompassing the historic 

centre of the village to the west and one to the north east of the village. There are 

numerous footpaths and bridleways around the village and extending out through the 

Parish. The High Weald Landscape Trail runs across the Parish from the south-west to 

the north-east. As well as being within the AONB, Ardingly Parish has two Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) both based in areas of ancient and gill woodland. 

Ardingly Reservoir is designated as a Local Nature Reserve (plan HDA 4). 

 

4.3.5 Plan HDA 5 picks out the key points from the text above and preceding plans in order to 

clearly show the basis for our analysis. This includes: 

• The main ridge and valley features 

• Ardingly Village settlement 

• 3 local focal points – Wakehurst Place, Ardingly Showground and Ardingly College – 

all of which have local / regional / national importance. 

• The key roads that run through the Parish 

• The High Weald Landscape Trail and other Public Rights of Way. 

The AONB designation will have a significant constraining effect on the potential for 

development within the Parish. Three broad areas have been identified which display 

characteristics that are representative of the High Weald AONB landscape and are wholly 

rural in character. These are characterised as: High Weald AONB, South High Weald and 

Ouse Valley. A brief summary of the landscape character of each area is shown on the 

plan. The high landscape quality of the three broad character areas means that any 

development is likely to have a high impact on the landscape in these areas. The 

Assessment then went on to focus on the areas within the Parish immediately 

surrounding Ardingly Village. 

 

4.3.6 Ardingly village is based along a significant ridgeline (Ardingly ridge), which runs from 

north to south (plan HDA 6). There are also prominent ridges to the east of Ardingly 

Parish. Most of the settlement within the study area is based on the ridge tops. The land 

slopes steeply away from Ardingly ridge to the east and more gently to the west and 

south. The ‘c’ shaped ridge that Ardingly village is based on has a shallow valley running 

south from the centre of the village and separating the two sides of the village. 
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4.3.7 The high level of tree cover is an important factor within Ardingly Parish. Much of the 

existing settlement is screened from view from the wider landscape, by woodland (plan 

HDA 6). Any future development would need the appropriate level of screening in order to 

fit in with existing settlement patterns and minimize the impacts on the surrounding AONB 

landscape. 

 

4.3.8 Key views have been identified on plan HDA6. These views are often associated with 

public footpaths, providing some of the most attractive recreational routes within the 

Parish and identify the south and east of Ardingly village as areas of particular 

importance. These views are an important part of the local character and should be 

retained. Key views have also been identified from the ridge-tops to the east of Ardingly 

Parish. This highlights the fact that new development within Ardingly Parish could have 

effects on the surrounding AONB – whether inside the Parish or in an adjacent Parish. 

One of the features of the High Weald landscape is the views from one ridge-top to 

another across wooded valleys. 

 

4.3.9 A number of plateau landscapes have also been identified on plan HDA6. These mark 

areas along Ardingly ridge where new development may fit with the existing settlement 

pattern. They are not proposed sites – as other factors discussed above may mean that 

they may not be suitable for development, but they would have substantially less impact 

on the surrounding areas of AONB. 
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5 Ardingly Parish Landscape Assessment 
5.1 Landscape characterization 

5.1.1 Drawing on the initial desk study, landscape structure analysis and the field assessment, 

the study divides the landscape into Parish scale landscape character areas of specific 

landscape character. 

 

5.1.2 Landscape character often crosses administrative boundaries, and to provide context to 

Ardingly village, the landscape character areas are included beyond the Parish boundary 

where appropriate, resulting in a study area which overlaps into the surrounding Parish 

of West Hoathly.  

 

5.1.3 Ardingly Parish has been divided into 24 Local Landscape Character Areas. These have 

been shown and listed on plan HDA 7. 

 

5.2 Analysis of Parish scale Landscape Character Areas 

5.2.1 The characteristics of each Parish scale landscape character area is analysed against 

criteria identified in Topic Paper 6 of the Countryside Agency’s landscape Character 

Assessment Guidance, along with identification of any designations, and consideration of 

the historic landscape characterisation of the area. This information is then fed into the 

landscape sensitivity and landscape value assessments.    

 

5.2.2 A detailed methodology for our analysis can be found in Appendix 2. The landscape 

value, sensitivity and capacity assessments of each District scale character area are 

found in Appendix 2 and are summarised in tabulated form in Section 6 below.  
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6 Analysis of Parish Scale Landscape Character Areas 
 
1 Wakehurst Place Parkland 
2 Ardingly Road Western Parkland 
3 Ardingly Western Ghyll Woodland 
4 Fulling Mill Farmland 
5 Ardingly Showground 
6 Long Shaw Eastern Slopes 
7 Ardingly Eastern Plateau 
8 Withyland Eastern Slopes 
9 Ardingly South Eastern Assart 
10 Standgrove Place Northern Slopes 
11 Ardingly College 
12 College Farm Valley 
13 Ardingly Reservoir 
14 Ardingly Western High Weald 
15 Ardingly Southern Farmland 
16 Munnion Road Western High Weald 
17 Ardingly Southern Woodland 
18 Lissadell Northern Pasture 
19 Church Lane Green Space 
20 Knowles Farm Southern Pasture 
21 Ardingly Showground South 
22 Ardingly Parish South-East High Weald 
23 Ardingly Parish South-West Valley 
24 Ardingly Parish North High Weald 
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7 Summary and Conclusions 
The summary and conclusions set out below relate to the brief described in the 

introduction of this report. The study has identified that the majority of landscape 

surrounding Ardingly has substantial landscape sensitivity and low landscape capacity 

for development (plan HDA 8). They are rural areas, inconsistent with the exiting 

settlement pattern of Ardingly and have limited existing urban influence. This falls in line 

with the High Weald AONB designation that extends across the Parish. 

 

7.1 Key views 

7.1.1 There are prominent views of the wider AONB landscape from a number of character 

areas, most notably numbers 8, 9 and 14. Areas 4, 6, 13, 16, and 24 also have long 

views out to the surrounding landscape. The ridgelines and densely wooded landscape 

limit views of Ardingly village settlement from most of the character areas. Any 

development within areas 4, 6, 7 and 8 would need to consider the views from the 

ridgelines to the east of the village. These areas currently form part of the wider view 

from locations including Pickeridge Farm and Highbrook. 

 
7.2 Gap 

 The gap between the west and east sides of Ardingly village is maintained by character 

area 16 (Munnion Road Western High Weald), area 17 (Ardingly Southern Woodland) 

and, to a lesser extent, area 15 (Ardingly Southern Farmland). The high sensitivity of 

these landscapes, along with the sloping topography would mean that any development 

would be out of keeping with the existing settlement of Ardingly. Character areas 18 

(Lissadell Northern Pasture), 19 (Church Lane Green Space) and 20 (Knowles Farm 

Southern Pasture are much more enclosed and do not add significantly to the perception 

of a ‘gap’ between the two areas of settlement. 

 
7.3 Sites with inherent landscape quality 

7.3.1 Significant parts of the study area are intact, high quality landscapes (plan HDA 8). Out 

of the 24 character areas identified, 18 had Low to Negligible landscape Capacity. 

Landscape areas of particular value are: area 1 - Wakehurst Place Parkland, area 3 - 

Ardingly Western Ghyll Woodland, area 14 - Ardingly Western High Weald and area 24 - 

Ardingly Parish North High Weald. These are high quality landscapes which define the 

character of the Parish. 

 
 
7.4 Sites that could have the capacity to accommodate further development  

7.4.1 From the 24 character areas identified, 3 have been judged to have a medium landscape 

capacity and only two have a Medium / High landscape capacity. These have been found 

to be more suitable for development in landscape terms. 
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7.4.2 Whilst more suitable for development in landscape terms than the majority of character 

areas, careful consideration must be given to the extent and design of any developments 

within these areas, taking into account landscape conditions to avoid harmful effect on 

the surrounding landscape character. Below are the main advantages and 

disadvantages for development within each area. 

 

7.4.3 The sites with Medium landscape capacity are: 

• Area 5 – Ardingly Showground: The landscape is highly organised, artificial and 

in poorer condition than the surrounding countryside. It has more of an urban 

influence than the other character areas within the Parish. However the area 

also has very high cultural associations, with a long established use and is one 

of the key attractions of Ardingly. 

• Area 6 – Long Shaw Eastern slopes: This is a small enclosed landscape to the 

north of Ardingly village. It is on the ridgeline, so new development would be in 

keeping with the general settlement pattern of the High Weald, although new 

housing within this area would substantially expand the village envelope to the 

north. Any development in this location would have to consider views from the 

ridgeline settlements to the east. The high quality hedgerow along the western 

boundary, adjacent to Selsfield Road, is an essential part of the landscape and 

would need to be retained. 

• Area 20 – Knowles Farm Southern Pasture: These fields are flat, well contained 

by vegetation and are a typical village edge landscape that do not display many 

of the characteristics of the wider High Weald landscape character. 

Development within this area would have a limited impact on the surrounding 

AONB. This area is however close to Ardingly Conservation Area and a number 

of listed buildings, the setting of which would need to be considered if any 

development was to be proposed in this area. 

 

7.4.4 The sites with Medium / High landscape capacity are: 

• Area 7 – Ardingly Eastern Plateau: This character area is surrounded by housing 

on three sides, which gives it a strong urban influence. The eastern edge is well 

screened from much of the wider landscape, although the land use would need 

to take account of the limited views into the site from the ridge-tops to the east. 

New development in this area would be in keeping with the ridge-top settlement 

pattern of Ardingly and would be well placed to access local facilities. This area 

borders Ardingly Conservation Area (east) which also contains listed buildings, 

the setting of which would need to be considered if any development was to be 

proposed in this area. Access to any new development would also be a key 

issue. 
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• Area 21 – Ardingly Showground South: As with the Showground area to the 

north, the landscape is highly organised, artificial and in poorer condition than 

the surrounding countryside and is not typical of the character of the AONB. Its 

organised, artificial character and close proximity to the northern edge of 

Ardingly settlement present an urban influence and development within this area 

would be in keeping with the settlement pattern of Ardingly. The western edge of 

this area lies adjacent to Ardingly Conservation Area but there is a strong line of 

vegetation that screens any views of the character area from the road. 

 
 
7.5 Preferred option 

 Our analysis through the character and subsequent capacity assessment has led us to 

the conclusion that area 21 – Ardingly Showground South is the most suitable area for 

new development. New housing would be in keeping with the existing settlement pattern 

of Ardingly and would be close to local services. In addition the area has the potential to 

be developed without significant impact to the character or appearance of the wider 

AONB. This character area displays few of the characteristics of the High Weald. 

Development in this location would have little effect on the landscape as it is bound to 

the south by existing housing and to the north by Ardingly Showground, which in itself is 

not representative of the AONB landscape. 
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