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1 Introduction 

1.1 Site Description 

The site comprises the southern part of the South of England Showground, located to the west of 
Selsfield Road, in the northern part of Ardingly, in the County of West Sussex at approximate 
postcode RH17 6TH.  

The site, which is estimated to be around 3.4 hectares in size, is centred on Ordnance Survey (OS) 
TQ 344 298 and is dominated by amenity grassland, along with gravel paths, ruderal vegetation, 
boundary hedgerows and scattered trees. 

The land surrounding the site is rural in character, containing residential properties, roads, amenity 
grassland, agricultural fields, hedgerows, scattered trees and woodland.  

There are no Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) on the site and the site is not within a Conservation 
Area (CA).   

1.2 Proposed Works 

It is understood that the proposed works are the subject of a planning application to Mid Sussex 
District Council, the Local Planning Authority (LPA), for the development of the site for residential 
use, with associated access, infrastructure and landscaping. 

1.3 Aims of Study 

To inform a planning application, GreenLink Ecology Ltd. has been commissioned to undertake a 
tree survey of the site, in accordance with British Standard (BS) 5837:2012 “Trees in Relation to 
Design, Demolition and Construction - Recommendations”. 

The aim of this report is to present the results of the survey, including a Tree Survey Schedule (TSS), 
an Arboricultural Implications Assessment (AIA) and an Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS). A 
Tree Protection Plan (TPP) has also been produced, which accompanies this report as a separate 
drawing. 

This report in no way constitutes a health and safety survey report. Where concerns for tree health 
and safety exist, the necessary and appropriate tree inspections should be carried out. 
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2 Methodology 

The trees were inspected from ground level by experienced arboricultural consultant Neil Taylor 
on 29th October 2019 and measurements taken in accordance with the recommendations set out 
in the BS 5837:2012. Canopy spreads were measured and plotted to the four compass points. 
Where direct access was not possible measurements have been estimated. The surveyed trees are 
colour coded on the accompanying tree survey drawing according to their relevant BS category.  

The tree data collected is used to enable the current canopy spread of the surveyed trees and the 
Root Protection Area (RPA) to be plotted on the accompanying TCP. The RPA is defined by the 
formula in paragraph 4.6 from the BS 5837:2012 and may be refined by taking into account current 
on-site constraints to root activity such as buildings, earthworks and hard paving. This forms part 
of the design process for the proposed development.  
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3 Results 

3.1 Tree Character Groups 

The detailed results of the tree survey are provided in the TSS (Appendix 1). In summary, the trees 
within the survey area vary considerably in terms of condition and amenity value within the context 
of the local area. The trees can be divided into three distinct character groups as follows:  

1. The first character group includes the large mature trees found growing across the site. 
The majority of the trees in this character group are in a good condition and provide a 
significant level of amenity to the wider landscape.  

2. The second character group includes the medium-sized, middle-aged trees found 
growing across the site. The majority of the trees in this character group are in a good 
condition and provide a degree of amenity in the context of the local area.  

3. The third character group includes the smaller, young trees found growing across the 
site. The majority of these trees are in a good condition but due to their size provide 
limited amenity in the context of the local area.    
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4 Arboricultural Implications Assessment (AIA) 

4.1 Methodology 

The AIA uses the information obtained in the tree survey to identify areas where the proposed 
construction may be at odds with accepted standards, in terms of a tree’s requirements for space 
in which to maintain existing roots and shoots, and space for future growth. 

The quality and relative importance of each tree is illustrated as a coloured polygon. The colour 
used relates to the BS categories as follows: A - green, B - blue, C - grey and U - red (see 
accompanying drawing ref: 19_1496_TPP_NT). In general, the design process will try to retain A 
and B category trees. Proposed construction will therefore normally be excluded from the RPA of 
A and B category trees. Red trees are discounted as they are recommended for removal. 

Details of the trees surveyed are given in the TSS (Appendix 1). The juxtaposition of the proposed 
development in relation to existing tree locations are shown on the accompanying TPP drawing, 
ref: 19_1496_TPP_NT.  

The AIA considers existing site conditions and the effect that they may have on the development 
of the surveyed trees root systems. Hard structures such as building and paved roads and paths 
can influence the root activity of trees by reducing the availability of both moisture and nutrients. 

4.2 Assessment 

Refer to the accompanying TPP drawing, ref: 19_1496_TPP_NT, for the relationship between the 
proposed development and the trees within/adjacent to the site. 

The following trees will be removed to enable the proposed development: 

• T21  - to enable the construction of an access road 
• T22  - to enable the construction of an access road 
• T34  - to enable the construction of an access road 
• T70 - to enable the construction of an access road 
• T71  - to enable the construction of an access road 
• T72  - to enable the construction of an access road 
• T73  - to enable the construction of an access road 
• G2   - to enable the construction of an access road 

All trees to be removed are in within the ‘C’ category either due to ailing physiological condition 
or because they are young and easily replaced. 

The following tree will be affected by the construction of an access road within the RPA:  

• T74 

Due to the reduction in levels required to meet up with the existing access road, a ‘no dig’ type 
construction in this area is not feasible. Furthermore, the percentage incursion into the RPA is less 
than 3% which is deemed acceptable. In order to minimise the impact on the tree, excavations to 
enable the installation of the access road will be carried out in accordance with the methodology 
outlined in section 5.3 below.   
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5 Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) 

5.1 Methodology 

The AMS provides the means by which retained trees can be protected throughout development.  

The excavation of foundations for hard surfaces on sites where trees are present may result in root 
damage and removal. Where root loss is likely to occur it is important that a method of construction 
that minimises the impact on tree roots is used. 

5.2 Demolition within the RPA of Retained Trees 

There will be no demolition within the RPA of a retained tree. 

5.3 Construction within the RPA of Retained Trees 

Excavations for the access road that are on the edge of the RPA of T74 will be carried out by hand 
under the supervision of an arboricultural consultant. Any roots encountered will be pruned back 
to the edge of the excavation with sharp secateurs.  

There will be no construction within the RPA of a retained tree and there will be no materials or 
spoil stored within the RPA of a retained tree. 

In order to avoid damage to the retained trees, the tree surgery work identified in the 
accompanying TSS will be carried out prior to the occupation of the site by the building contractor. 
The work will be carried out in accordance with BS 3998:2010 “Recommendations for Tree Work”. 

5.4 Services 

The proposed locations of service runs is not known at this stage but are likely to be located outside 
the RPA of the trees on and adjacent to the site. Where it is not possible to achieve this, the section 
of service run which passes within the RPA of a tree will be hand dug in accordance with 'broken 
trenches’ described in NJUG 4 Section 4, an extract of which can be found in Appendix 2. This will 
ensure that tree roots are not damaged during the installation of the service. All root pruning will 
be agreed beforehand with the arboricultural consultant in consultation with the LPA Tree Officer. 
All root pruning will be in accordance with current best working practice. All routes for overhead 
services will aim to avoid the trees. Where this is unavoidable any tree work will be agreed prior to 
commencement with the LPA Tree Officer. 

If the conditions are suitable on site and there is sufficient space, underground services may cross 
the RPA if a low impact method is used. Such low impact methods include: moleing, directional 
drilling and thrust boring. It is important that all entry and exit pits remain outside of the RPA and 
the services are installed at a sufficient depth (at least 600mm) so as to avoid the tree rooting 
system.  

5.5 Tree Protection 

All trees that are to be retained on the site will be protected by the use of a tree protection barrier 
erected in the location shown on the accompanying TPP, drawing ref: 19_1496_TPP_NT. The fence 
will consist of “Heras” type panels or similar braced at appropriate intervals and secured to keep 
in place. The tree protection barrier will be erected prior to the occupation of the site by the 
building contractor and will only be removed once the construction phase is complete. 

Where specified on the accompanying TPP drawing, reference 19_1496_TPP_NT, the ground 
between the tree protection barrier and the new building will be protected by geotextile fabric 



Charterhouse Strategic Land Ltd. Land West of Selsfield Road, Ardingly 

 

19_1496_ReportX02_NT_OT Page 6 

 

and side butting scaffold boards or thick plywood fit for purpose, on a compressible layer (e.g. 
100mm layer of woodchip over a geotextile membrane). A single thickness of boarding will provide 
sufficient protection for pedestrian load. The boarding will be left in place until the building works 
are complete. 

5.6 Site Monitoring and Supervision 

The process of reporting to the client and LPA Tree Officer will be by emailing the checklist form 
at Appendix 3. Site monitoring is to be at a frequency agreed and approved by the LPA. It will 
involve a site visit by the arboricultural consultant at selected intervals to ensure that the 
appropriate tree protection measures, as detailed in the approved drawings and method 
statements, are continually adhered to.  

5.7 Enhancement Measures 

The development of the site provides an opportunity to plant new native species of tree as part of 
a landscape strategy for the site. This will increase the species diversity and age range of trees 
within the local area. 
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6 Conclusions 

GreenLink Ecology Ltd. was commissioned to carry out a tree survey at the site. The results of the 
survey indicate that the trees within the survey area vary considerably in terms of condition and 
amenity value in the context of the local area.  

A total of seven individual trees and one group of trees will be removed to facilitate the proposed 
development. Through the specified tree protection measures and construction techniques, it will 
be possible to minimise the impact of the proposed development on the retained trees.  

Overall, there are no known over-riding arboricultural constraints which would prevent the 
proposed development from going ahead, subject to the recommendations made within this 
report being correctly implemented. 

 



Charterhouse Strategic Land Ltd. Land West of Selsfield Road, Ardingly 

 

19_1496_ReportX02_NT_OT Page 8 

 

7 Disclaimer 

No part of this report may be copied or reproduced by any means without prior written permission 
from GreenLink Ecology Ltd. 

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the commissioning client and associates. 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing by GreenLink Ecology Ltd., no other party may use, make use 
of or rely on the contents of the report. 

GreenLink Ecology Ltd. has exercised due care in preparing this report. It has not, unless 
specifically stated, independently verified information provided by others. No warranty, express or 
implied, is made in relation to the content of this report and GreenLink Ecology Ltd. assumes no 
liability for any loss resulting from errors, omissions or misrepresentation made by others. 

Any recommendation, opinion or finding stated in this report is based on circumstances and facts 
as they existed at the time that GreenLink Ecology Ltd. performed the work. 

Nothing in this report constitutes legal opinion. If legal opinion is required the advice of a qualified 
legal professional should be secured. 
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8 Appendices 

Appendix 1: Tree Survey Schedule 
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Appendix 2: Section 4, extracted from NJUG 4 
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Appendix 3: Programme of Site Monitoring  
 

Land West of Selsfield Road, Ardingly 
Site Monitoring Form 

 
To be completed by the arboricultural consultant and emailed to the client and tree officer at the 
completion of each operation. 

Arboricultural Consultant.………………………………………………………………………….…..……. 

Client……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….. 

Project Manager…………………………………………………………………………….………….…….. 

Tree Officer…………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 

(The above to be filled in with names and contact numbers) 

OPERATION TIMING DATE COMMENTS 

Pre-commencement meeting or 
contact with project/site 
manager.  

Before any works or 
pre-works on site, 
including storage of 
materials 

  

Spot check of tree protection 
measures 

Before works 
commence on site   

Supervision of excavations within 
RPA of T74 During ground works   

Completion of development 
Once all construction 
activity has been 
completed 

  

 


