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CELEBRATING
OUR COMMUNITY
STARS 
The results are in!  

11

£500,000 Dolphin Leisure Centre investment
Festive events across the District+



Welcome to the latest 
edition of Mid Sussex 
Matters. 

Mid Sussex is fortunate to have huge 
numbers of residents who go out of their way 
to help others, run community projects and 
raise money for good causes. Mid Sussex 
Applauds recently recognised some of these 
unsung heroes with an awards ceremony in 
East Grinstead, and you can read more about 
the winners in this edition. Congratulations 
to the winners and runners up, and thank 
you to everyone who made nominations.

We are also fortunate to live in such a 
beautiful area and one of the ways in which 
the Council seeks to play its part is to 
maintain quality green spaces for residents 
and visitors alike, and a prestigious Green 
Flag will now fly in every Mid Sussex town 
for the first time. East Court and Ashplats 
Wood in East Grinstead has been recognised 
as one of the very best green spaces in the 
world and joins St John’s Park in Burgess 
Hill and Beech Hurst Gardens in Haywards 
Heath in achieving Green Flag status.

In this edition of Mid Sussex Matters, you 
can read more about the emerging ideas 
for how we will use £10.9million we have 
secured from the Government to improve 
sustainable transport infrastructure, reduce 
congestion and increase connectivity as 
part of the Burgess Hill Growth Programme.

Please take a look at some of the festive 
events going on locally on pages 18/19. 

Wishing you a lovely 
festive season.

MSM Team

Mid Sussex Matters 
is sent to all residents 
and provides you with 
information about our 
services. Published by 
the Communications 
Team, Mid Sussex District 
Council, Oaklands Road, 
Haywards Heath, West 
Sussex RH16 1SS.

Design by Sublime: 
www.wearesublime.com

Printed by Storm Print & Design: 
www.stormprintanddesign.co.uk 

73,000 copies are distributed 
free to Burgess Hill, East 
Grinstead, Haywards Heath 
and Mid Sussex villages.

This magazine is delivered by 
the Royal Mail according to 
local postcode boundaries. 
From time to time these exceed 
the authority boundaries, but 
we hope that even if you live 
outside of Mid Sussex, you 
will still find something of 
interest within these pages.

Editorial: 01444 477240 
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk

Next issue out on  
the 23 March 2020.

Inclusion of advertisements does 
not constitute a recommendation 
by Mid Sussex District Council of 
the products or services offered 
or the organisations involved, nor 
will the council incur any liability 
for any claim relating to them.

If you need this publication in 
another language or format 
please call 01444 458166.

The winners of the first 
Mid Sussex Applauds 
Awards. See page 11-13.

Find us at:  
MidSussexDistrictCouncil

Follow us: MSDCnews
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Christmas
at Drusillas

from Saturday 23rd Nov
until Monday 23rd Dec

Meet Father Christmas 
A meet-and-greet experience that
includes a quality gift 
(see website for dates, times and prices)

The Husky Cave
You’d be barking mad to miss it!
(see (see website for dates and times)

Giant Christmas Tree
New for 2019 - come and see our 
spectacular 24ft Christmas tree in
the Events Arena

Hello Kitty Parlour
Pop into the Parlour for seasonal
activities including Christmasactivities including Christmas
face painting and tattoos
(see website for dates and times)

Festive Food
Enjoy a glass of mulled
wine and delicious
mince pies

 Check out the details at www.drusillas.co.uk
At Alfriston just off the A27 near Eastbourne   Call: 01323 874100 Mid Sussex Matters Winter 2019   3



LOCAL NEWS  LOCAL NEWS  

Keeping you informed
We want to keep you up to date with all the 
projects and activities in your community. 

Find us at  
MidSussexDistrictCouncil

Follow us  
MSDCnews

Our website  
www.midsussex.gov.uk

Mid Sussex Matters 
Published 3 times 
each year

You can sign up to a free online version of MSM 
which comes out between paper editions by 
submitting your email at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/msm

(An even more) friendly reception
Following a recent visit by the Mid Sussex Dementia 
Forum run by the Alzheimer’s Society, the signage inside 
and out of the reception area at our Oaklands office has 
been upgraded with plans for further improvements 
scheduled for the new year. During their visit the Forum 
provided useful insight into the challenges that both the 
people living with dementia and their carers can face 
when using services in and around our main reception. 

Nationally, Dementia Action Alliances brings together 
organisations committed to transforming health and social 
care outcomes for people affected by dementia. In Mid 
Sussex our three towns run local DAA’s helping people 
with dementia feel part of the wider community. They 
raise awareness about dementia and improve the quality 
of life for those living with dementia and their carers. 

More information and contact details for each Alliance 
can be found on our website: www.midsussex.gov.uk/
leisure-sport/your-health-and-mental-wellbeing/ 

GOOD FOR  
YOUR HEALTH, 
GREAT FOR 
LOCAL CHARITIES
Are you looking for a new challenge in 2020?

Mid Sussex Marathon is looking for runners to take part 
on 23-25 May in any of the three races, or all of them! 
By signing up early to run for charity you are making a 
commitment to yourself and to them which can help see 
you through those training runs on soggy days, and help 
you focus on your ultimate achievement.

Allyson and Ian Miller, pictured, raised over £1,000 for 
The Brain Tumour Charity.

Chris Siegle raised £410 for The Alzheimers Society, 
he said “I am running the marathon for The Alzheimers 
Society because we sadly lost our Grandad last year. I 
have always aspired to run a marathon but I have never 
been motivated or fit enough to attempt it. Today I am 
running for an amazing charity and an amazing grandad.”

An inspiring number of runners raised funds for charity 
last year - between them they raised over £5000 for 
charities including MacMillan Cancer Support, Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, Chestnut Tree House, Kidney 
Research UK, The Alzheimers Society, End Polio now, 
Cyclone Idai Appeal, Naomi House and Jack’s Place 
Children’s Hospice.

Festive Waste 
and Recycling 
Day Changes
Waste and recycling 
collection days will 
change for two weeks 
over the Christmas 
and New Year period. 
You can see the date 
changes on the back 
page of this issue.

Haywards Heath town centre
The Council’s Economic Development Strategy includes 
an objective to help shape the strategic long-term vision 
for Haywards Heath town centre. A masterplan will be 
developed and initial work has commenced working 
with WSCC and the Town Council. The Plan will provide 
a framework for potential improvements to the public 
realm to make the Town Centre a more attractive place 
to visit.

The draft Haywards Heath Town Centre Masterplan is 
due to be available for public consultation in early 2020. 
Dates will be publicised and full details will be on the 
Council’s website nearer the time.

LOCAL NEWS  

Sign up now at www.midsussexmarathonweekend.co.uk 

Silver Sunday events
Grants totalling £3,100 were awarded to 
help local groups run Silver Sunday events 
this year. There were a great variety of 
activities supported including a Life Stories 
event in East Grinstead, a Tea Dance in 
Haywards Heath, a film show in Newtimber 
and a garden visit in Pyecombe. Each 
of the 13 events help to bring together 
senior members of the community in fun 
and free events across the district.

Photos by Just Simon Photography
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And why not join the Rangers  
for a Mince Pie Meander –  
see page 14 for details.

OUT AND ABOUT  WELLBEING MATTERS  

Mid Sussex Wellbeing will be providing FREE 
NHS Health Checks in the new year.

If you are aged between 40 – 74 years old it can pay to have a 
checkup, even if you are feeling healthy. Early identification of a 
condition such as heart disease or diabetes will help in managing the 
situation and could even avoid it becoming a more serious issue.

If you have an existing condition (diabetes, heart or kidney 
problems, high blood pressure or cholesterol or a stroke) you 
will already be undergoing treatment and therefore won’t need 
this service. Unfortunately this service is not available to those 
who have a free NHS health check within the last five years.

To book an appointment please email  
wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk or call 01444 477191.

A peaceful haven
A quiet spot in Beech Hurst Gardens, 
Haywards Heath, has been transformed into 
an accessible but peaceful haven. MSDC’s 
Landscapes team worked with Parkinson’s 
UK Mid Sussex branch to create the unique 
garden area for members and public alike. The 
local Parkinson’s Group will maintain the area 
which includes a range of sensory and culinary 
plants to provide a stimulating environment.

“Our members are delighted to have this 
opportunity to work together to plant and 
care for this attractive and tranquil area for 
people with Parkinson’s to enjoy and share 
with the local community,” 
Sue Blunden, Mid Sussex branch.

Want to 
check-in  
with your 
overall 
health? 

WELLBEING  
MATTERS

As VE Day dawns on 8th May 2020 it will be 75 
years since the guns fell silent at the end of the 
Second World War in Europe. To commemorate this 
important event a national three-day celebration 
will take place from 8th May to 10th May 2020.

Friday 8th May 2020 has been designated by 
the Government as a Bank Holiday to enable 
as many people and organisations as possible 
to take part in the VE Day weekend of the 8th – 
10th May 2020, providing an opportunity to pay 
personal tribute to those who gave so much to 
ensure we all enjoy the freedom we have today.

Mid Sussex District Council is offering £250 
per organisation for street parties and events 
during the VE Day commemoration weekend.

With a theme of ‘Invoke the War time spirit 
and make do and mend’ - why not use local 
produce, be plastic free, make re-usable 
decorations and make it a ‘car-free’ day? 

For full details and to apply using the 
straightforward online application visit 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/grants 

FUNDING  
AVAILABLE FOR  
75TH VE DAY  
CELEBRATIONS

Courses cost £20 booking is essential. 

wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk or 01444 477191

Starting January 2020 
East Grinstead Library 
Tuesdays, 12:30-1:30pm 
7 January – 24 March

Haywards Heath  
Methodist Church  
Wednesdays, 17:30-6:30pm 
8 January – 1 April 

Burgess Hill Town Council 
Wednesdays, 1:30-2:30pm 
8 January – 25 March

Starting February 2020 
Court Bushes  
Community Centre  
Mondays, 12:30-1:30pm  
3 February – 20 April 

Haywards Heath Town Council 
Tuesdays, 1:30-2:30pm 
4 February – 21 April

Burgess Hill Mid Sussex 
Voluntary Action  
Wednesdays, 6-7pm  
6 February – 23 April

Upcoming courses

WEIGHT OFF 
WORKSHOP

Our 12 week workshops encourage and support you  
in making changes to a healthier way of eating 
and increase your activity levels

Comments from previous WOW sessions:

“I have really enjoyed (the 
sessions) putting some time 
aside to think about ‘me’ 
– something I’ve not done 
for years, when work and 
children take priority! I have 
learned a lot, a huge lot 
and I aim to keep it up and 
not let ill health rule me.”

“My mind-set is different now 
and I think more about what I 
am eating throughout the day. 
Since the beginning of the 
course I have lost 4 stone.”

Christmas parking 
To give you time to enjoy your 
festive preparations our car park 
rates are as follows:

Saturday 7, 14, 21 and 28 December 2019 

On these dates the car parks listed below 
will have a special all-day tariff of £1.20 to 
aid shoppers and town centres alike over 
the Christmas period. 

The relevant car parks are:

Burgess Hill  
Station Road, Queens Crescent, 
Cyprus Road (long stay)

East Grinstead 
Norton House and Vicarage

Haywards Heath 
Franklynn Road, Muster Green

In order to support each town centre in 
their Christmas events, on 23rd November 
there will also be free parking after  
1 o’clock in specific short stay car parks. 

Mid Sussex Matters Winter 2019   76 Mid Sussex Matters Winter 2019



CARING FOR FAMILY AND FRIEND CARERS
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Visit  carerssupport.org.uk 
Email info@carerssupport.org.uk 
Call 0300 028 8888

       

LONG TERM ILLNESS?

do you care

WITH A DISABILITY ORFOR SOMEONE

BUSINESS MATTERS  

During the summer, the Council 
launched the third Micro 
Business Grant scheme.

This year the Council secured 
£72,000 from the West 
Sussex Local Enterprise and 
Apprenticeship Platform. 
Grants of up to £2,000 were 
offered on a 50 per cent 
match-funding basis to small 
businesses throughout the 
District. In addition to grants 
for new projects, a further 
£1,500 was made available 
to support the costs of 
recruiting an apprentice. 

The scheme has so far 
attracted over £100,000 in 
match funding and received 
44 applications. In addition 
to project grants, the scheme 
has supported five businesses 
with apprenticeship grants. 

Successful applicants 
share their stories:

Gary Nation, Company Director 
at Active 1st, who provide 
sports activities for young 
people commented, 

“Active 1st are delighted to have 
received a grant from Mid Sussex 
District Council. It will make such 
a difference by enabling us to 
have a safe and state of the art 
facility which will enable us to 
attract and coach lots of budding 
gymnastic stars of the future.”

Business matters
To help ensure local businesses 
and partners are kept up to 
date, MSDC have introduced a 
quarterly business e-newsletter. 
Some of the issue highlights are 
above, you can see the latest 
issue, and register to have direct 
delivery to your email inbox at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/licensing-
business/business-newsletter

Hannah Miall, Owner at Miall’s, suppliers 

of specialist artisan sorbets said, 

“Following the award of the grant, 
my business has achieved significant 
growth with the freezer making a 
real difference. I have been able to 
deliver my largest order and offered 
new opportunities which I would have 
had to turn down before receiving the 
grant. Thanks so much to Mid Sussex 
District Council for this amazing 
opportunity to grow my business!”

The Micro Business Grant 
Scheme will return in 2020, 
please subscribe to our 
business newsletter to 
find out more about when 
the scheme will launch.

Free workplace wellbeing MOTs

As part of a national drive to improve 
Health and Wellbeing in the workplace, 
the Wellbeing Team at Mid Sussex 
District Council offers local employers 
the chance to support their employees 
by coming to your premises to carry out 
Wellbeing MOTs for you and your staff. 

How can we help? 

The Wellbeing MOTs are a great way 
for staff to learn more about their 
health and ask any lifestyle questions 
of qualified health advisors.

The MOT takes about 30 minutes  
and includes

• weight and body mass index

• body fat and visceral fat % 

• bone and muscle mass

• biomedical age assessment

To book either a healthy talk  
or free staff Wellbeing MOTs  

please contact Jan Lavis,  

janet.lavis@midsussex.gov.uk  

or call 01444 477362.

MICRO BUSINESS 
GRANT SUCCESS
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APPLAUDS
MID SUSSEX

MEDIA SPONSORS

Dolphin ladies swimming

SPORT  MID SUSSEX APPLAUDS  

Costa at The Dolphin offers 
customers a place to relax and 
socialise after a workout, swim or 
one of the many other activities 
on offer. The new spacious café 
area has sofas and armchairs, 
high stool areas, pool viewing and 
designated seating for parents with 
children in the active play zone. 

For parents and carers, the newly 
designed soft play area will be a 
secret weapon for keeping the 
kids busy in a safe, clean and 
fun environment during all types 
of weather. It’s a great way for 
younger kids (under 8 years old) 
to develop better physical, social 
and emotional skills. Learning 

Get fit and have fun with the Dolphin Ladies Swimming Club!

If you’re thinking of learning to swim as an adult, improving 
your swimming strokes or building stamina and technique, 
the Dolphin Ladies Swimming Club can help you achieve 
your aim. There are classes for all abilities – shallow water 
for beginners, moving on to lengths for the more proficient 
– with some going on to compete in triathlons and open 
water swimming. There really is something for everyone! 

The group run 30-minute classes in term time 
in Haywards Heath and Ardingly.

www.dolphinladiesswimmingclub.co.uk 

dolphinladies@gmail.com or call Margaret on 07564 874760. 

• Improving the ground 
floor toilets 

• Replacing tiling in the 
wet changing area

• Converting the existing studio 
into a new training room

• Re-configuring the old 
bar area into an additional 
treatment room

• Upgrading the group 
cycle studio.

to balance, jump and climb without 
risk of injury will develop confidence, 
balance and co-ordination. 

Dolphin soft play is open 9am – 6pm 
and costs £3.50 per 60 min session. 

Junior members have soft play 
as part of their membership.

This new soft play and Costa café 
area is part of the recent £500,000 
investment in the Dolphin Leisure 
Centre which has seen an upgrading of 
areas around the building including:

DOLPHIN INVESTMENT  
IS A BOOST FOR POPULAR 
LEISURE CENTRE

On Sunday 13th October the 
shortlisted nominees for Mid Sussex 
Applauds gathered at Meridian 
Hall, East Court, RH19 3LT.

The winners and runners up in each 
category were drawn from a fantastic 
field of over 150 nominations.

Guerrilla gardeners, inspiring 
sports leaders, fundraising 
exercisers, and green gurus 
were honoured alongside 
projects highlighting mental 
health awareness, hubs of 
community support and  
projects bringing music  
to their communities at 
the recent Mid Sussex 
Applauds Awards. 

The ceremony was hosted by Chairman 
of MSDC Councillor Colin Trumble and 
awards were presented by category 
sponsors and the High Sheriff of West 
Sussex, Mrs Davina Irwin-Clark. 

Special thanks to Sackville Instrumentalists 
who performed throughout the afternoon.

Full stories of the winners and runners up 
can be found at  

www.midsussex.gov.uk/applauds

Your local leisure centres

The Triangle, Burgess Hill 
01444 876000 
www.thetriangleleisurecentre.org

The Dolphin, Haywards Heath 
01444 457337 
www.thedolphinleisurecentre.org

Kings Centre, East Grinstead  
01342 328616 
www.kingsleisurecentre.org
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MID SUSSEX APPLAUDS  

STRONGER TOGETHER  
WINNER: KAREN WILLIAMS 
Karen revived the Duck Fair in World’s End in 
Burgess Hill. Over 5,000 people attended.  
Karen ate, slept and breathed the Duck Fair! 
Joint 2nd - Sarah Cheesmur and Jane Hill 
3rd place - Gary Simons 

TAKE PRIDE IN MID SUSSEX 
JOINT WINNERS:  
COLIN MCFARLIN & ROB MCINTYRE 
Rob instigated the Balcombe Garden Guerrillas 
who care for the gardens at Balcombe Station. 
The gardens have won critical acclaim. He is  
now involved in renovating Balcombe phone 
boxes. Colin volunteers as a Waste Prevention 
Advisor – he has delivered 28 talks to local 
groups and had notched up 220 hours of 
volunteering in 2019 alone! 
2nd place - Burgess Hill Recycling,  
Terracycle scheme 
3rd place - Richard Inman

YOUNG ACHIEVER AWARD  
WINNER: PETER MCCLEERY 
Peter was instrumental in creating a petition 
to highlight the issues around the closure 
of Haywards Heath College. Despite many 
obstacles, Peter has gone out of his way to help 
other students to get their college near to home. 
2nd place – Oli Saunders

STRONGER COMMUNITIES  
JOINT WINNER:  
SUSSEX OAKLEAF & SPIRE CAFÉ IT  
Sussex Oakleaf’s ‘Big Mental Health Pop up’ 
project was incredibly inspiring. It created 
mental health awareness for the general 
public to help reduce stigma and create a 
discussion platform. It brought a sense of 
vitality for the community in an area undergoing 
redevelopment. The Spire Café IT support group 
hold weekly sessions and are in their 5th year. 
The team of volunteers are extremely dedicated, 
unassuming and committed with a wealth of 
knowledge between them. 
2nd place - Sussex Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome 
Community Support Group (Jane Green) 
3rd place - Jubilee Hub 

BUSINESS IN THE  
COMMUNITY AWARD 
WINNER: SWOOVE FITNESS  
- ESTHER FEATHERSTONE  
Swoove stands for singing, whooping and 
moving. The classes are available for everyone, 
young and old, those with limited mobility and 
special needs. Swoove has raised over £64,000 
for charities and Esther aims to raise £1milion in 
her lifetime.

2nd place - Handcross Hardware and Craft Store
Joint 3rd place - Mug Tree Tea Room and 
Mid Sussex Wood Recycling Project

Award Categories

12 

YOUNG VOLUNTEER  
OF THE YEAR  
WINNER: AYO ODEYINDE 
During the summer holidays, Ayo arranged 
summer sports clubs and did all the work 
related to it. He is a really valued role model  
for younger children. 
Joint 2nd – Nathan White and Stephen Beckett 
3rd place - Rhea Burman

GOOD SPORT AWARD  
WINNER: MARION HEMSWORTH 
Marion has worked tirelessly to get people 
running and making running an enjoyable 
activity available to all. She is a great 
ambassador for running and proof that  
your passion can inspire others. 
2nd place - Linda Tullett 
3rd place - Hurstpierpoint Football Club

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
WINNER: DOROTHY LAZENBY 
Dorothy has been running 4Sight lunch clubs for 
over 38 years! ‘Irreplaceable, inspiring, selfless, 
committed, thoughtful and kind’ are just a few 
words used to describe her! 
2nd place - Alan Kelly 
3rd place - Barbara Alderson

PEER NOMINATED AWARD 
WINNER: DOROTHY LAZENBY

FEEL INSPIRED  
TO VOLUNTEER?  
 
Visit www.msva.org.uk 
for a huge range of 
local opportunities

Thanks to all our sponsors who helped make the event so special.
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COMMUNITY MATTERS  

On Thursday 19th December the Rangers 
will lead a festive Mince Pie Meander as 
part of the new season of Healthy Walks.

Healthy Walks are led by trained volunteers 
across the whole of the district. With 
roughly 10 walks a week ranging from 
level 1, a 30 minute walk, up to level 
5 which is between 2 to 3 hours.

The walks are graded by level so 
that you know what to expect.

Why not come along to a mince pie 
meander and you can find out more? 

Christmas Mince Pie Meander  
Thu 19 Dec  

Meet at Beech Hurst Gardens Car Park, Butlers Green Road, 
Haywards Heath, RH16 4BB. Grid Ref: TQ 323 239 

We have a new series of level 2 walks starting in Burgess Hill 
as part of this programme. It would be great to see some new faces. 
Details can be found in the full programme of Healthy Walks at

www.midsussex.gov.uk/healthywalks

Join in the  
Mince Pie 
Meander

Do you have 
property to let 
in Mid Sussex? 

Why not lease your property to 
the Council for peace of mind 
and a guaranteed income?

Mid Sussex District Council are expanding housing 
provision by leasing properties in the district. For 
the property owner, the benefi ts include: 

No letting agent fees

No housing management for you, including 
repairs and maintenance – MSDC take care of it 

No void periods

Guaranteed rent for the period of the lease

The property to be returned vacant in the same condition 
at the end of the lease, subject to fair wear and tear

Tenancy Agreements are between the Council and Tenant, 
reducing the risk involved for you, the property owner and 
which means you are not responsible for any legal action to 
regain possession of your property when the lease ends.

To fi nd out more contact Denise or Becky on 01444 477248/477268
Email: denise.nicholson@midsussex.gov.uk or rebecca.whitehouse@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/housing

Level 4 Walk 
1.5 - 2hrs (max 5 miles).  
Involves stiles and hills.  
Departs 10am

Level 2 Walk 
30 minutes - 1hr (1.5 - 2.5 miles) 
Some un-surfaced paths.  
No stiles. 
Departs 11am

WASTE MATTERS  

Festive Food 
Waste Tips
Christmas is coming and planning 
ahead with food could well save 
you money. On average a family 
of four throws away £70 of food 
per month and this increases 
during the festive period. 

Here are our top tips to minimise 
food waste this Christmas: 

• Plan ahead – try to draw up 
a weekly menu for meals

• Make a shopping list – check 
your fridge and cupboards 
first to avoid duplication

• Be clever when you measure 
– use a portion planner

• Check ‘use-by’ and ‘best before’ 
dates when purchasing

• You can freeze bread, veg 
and many other raw and 
cooked food items

• Give your leftovers a new look 

MADE AND 
MAKING 
COMPETITION
Fancy learning to crochet, sew or weave? 
Or how about creating fabric flowers, 
light garlands, curtains or blinds?

There are a huge variety of workshops 
which take place in the studio of South 
Downs Nursery, Hassocks.

Join the Made and Making e-mailing list by 
13th December and you could win one of 
three £20 vouchers which can be redeemed 
for trying out something new, or perfecting 
your hobby with Made and Making. 

Christmas workshops coming up include 

• Christmas card making

• ‘No-sew’ baubles

• Christmas needle felting

• fresh foliage wreath making. 

For a chance to win one of the £20 
vouchers please enter your details 
at http://bit.ly/madeandmaking 

You can see the full range of sessions at  
www.madeandmaking.co.uk  
All vouchers must be used by end 2020.

Don’t drown under a mountain of packaging this 
Christmas from presents, cards, food and drink. 

Just visit the Mid Sussex District Council website  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recycling and 
download our handy festive flyer with tips for 
all your Christmas recycling queries, or email 
us at wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk 

Festive  
Recycling Tips

For hints and tips visit  
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
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Mid Sussex District Council is working with a 
national energy and money saving service, 
LEAP (Local Energy Advice Partnership). 

LEAP provides an in-home energy efficiency 
and money advice for eligible residents in 
Mid Sussex. During the home visit, a friendly, 
qualified Home Energy Advisor can:

• Check energy tariffs and help with 
switching to save money on fuel bills

• Install free, simple energy saving measures, 
such as lightbulbs and draught proofing

• Give practical advice on heating 
systems and saving energy 

• Arrange a free money advice 
consultation to help with benefits, 
debt and other money problems

• Help find funding for further energy-
saving home improvements.

LEAP is designed to support households 
that are already in, or are at risk of, falling 
into fuel poverty. It is open to all types of 
householders – homeowners, private renters 
and social housing tenants. Local organisations 
across all sectors will be able to refer 
vulnerable people they work with to LEAP. 
The service is also open for self-referrals.

Call on 0800 060 7567 or apply directly 
online via www.applyforleap.org.uk

HEAT FOR 
HEALTH

One day, they might need the same care their Nanny did.

Registered charity number: 1056114

To find out more about leaving a gift in your Will, please visit 
stpjhospice.org/support-us or call us on 01444 470710

YOU HELP FUND THE NEXT
GENERATION OF CARE? 

1 in 4 of our patients is 
being cared for thanks 
to gifts in Wills.

SPSJ Legacy ad 2018_2 A5_v1.indd   1 27/11/2018   12:49

WINTER MATTERS  WINTER MATTERS  

Our Customer Service team deal with 
around 8000 enquiries over the phone 
and in reception every month – here 
are a few common winter questions…

TOP 
SEASONAL 
TIPS

I want to know if I might be  
able to get any help with 
heating and insulation?

You can call us on 01444 477191, email 
heat@midsussex.gov.uk (heating advice)

Tel: 0300-123-1234 Online:  
www.est.org.uk (energy saving advice)

Or go to the page on our website by 
clicking on the following link, which has all 
the update information www.midsussex.
gov.uk/environment/energy-saving/

A tree is causing an obstruction, 
who should I tell?

- In a park or open space owned by 
MSDC, call 01444 458166 or email 
parksopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk 

- On the roadside or verge – contact 
WSCC Highways on 01243 642105, email 
customer.service@westsussex.gov.uk 
or report on www.westsussex.gov.uk 

- In a private area having tree 
work, contact 01444 458166, email 
treeenquiries@midsussex.gov.uk 

Where can I report water in the 
road or get flooding info?

For Highways flooding, contact WSCC 
on 01243 642105. The Flood Line 
Service is 0345 988 1188. For lots of 
useful info and to sign up for flood alerts 
go to www.midsussex.gov.uk/flood 

Who do I contact about loud 
and disruptive noise?

You can contact our Environmental Health 
Team on 01444 477292 or  
envhealth@midsussex.gov.uk

Please be considerate when 
planning fireworks as part of a 
celebration. Many pets suffer as a 
result of fireworks being let off.

You can’t buy ‘adult’ fireworks if you’re 
under 18, and it’s against the law for 
anyone to set off fireworks between 11pm 
and 7am, except on certain occasions 
(when the cutoff is then 1am). 
www.gov.uk/fireworks-the-law

Is the football/rugby pitch fit 
to play on this weekend?

Pitch conditions are posted by 4pm every 
Friday throughout the season at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/leisure-sport/ 
pitch-conditions 
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HELLO CHRISTMAS!

NOVEMBER

‘It’s Christmas in Burgess Hill!’ 
23 Nov, 11am-5.30pm, Church Walk, 
Burgess Hill. 
Throughout the day there will be live 
stage performances from local musical 
groups, and special guests Peppa Pig and 
George will be appearing at intervals from 
12-5pm at the band stand, leading up to 
the big Lights Switch-On at 5pm. There 
will be entertainment for all ages, with 
live reindeer, children’s fairground rides, 
a Christmas Photobooth and more. Food 
and drink will be on sale from a variety of 
local vendors, alongside a selection of 
Community Stalls. 

Use #BHXmas2019 for information and live 
updates on the event, and to share your 
own photos of the day.

The Big Reveal and Christmas Lights 
Switch on in East Grinstead 
23 Nov, 4-8pm
East Grinstead welcomes in the festive 
season with the return of this popular town 
event. The traders will keep their Christmas 
window displays under wraps until all is 
revealed following the town lights and 
Rotary Clubs’ Tree of Light switch on. 
There’ll be fun, surprises, and late - night 
shopping. The High Street is closed to 
traffic 3pm - 8pm. Closure on London Rd 
tbc. 

Christmas Festival Weekend in 
Haywards Heath 
23 and 24 Nov
Entertainment will be on stage in The 
Orchards throughout the two days 
including, of course, the arrival of Father 
Christmas on Saturday afternoon when 
he joins the Town Mayor in the grand 
procession in a sleigh, pulled by real 
reindeer. 

A huge range of local talent will be on 
show, including marching bands, school 
choirs and bands, singers, dancing, martial 
arts and magic and, once Father Christmas 
has turned on the Town’s Xmas lights, 
there’ll be a wonderful firework display, 
courtesy of the Town Council, in Victoria 
Park on Saturday evening. Father Christmas 
returns on the four Saturdays leading up 
to Christmas when he’ll be joined by the 
Ditchling Morris Dancers and, of course, 
carol singers! 

Ashurst Wood Christmas Market
29 Nov, 2-6pm
Ashurst Wood Village Council is holding 
its annual Christmas Market in the Village 
Centre, Maypole Road, Ashurst Wood. 
Plenty of stalls, mulled wine, carol singing 
and Father Christmas in his grotto!

Crawley Down 
30 Nov, 11am-7pm
The Crawley Down Residents Association 
in conjunction with the Crawley Down 
Christmas Lights Association are hosting a 
synthetic Ice Rink (£4.50). There will also be 
a Santa’s Grotto, food and rides. 

DECEMBER

Christmas Family Festival 
1 Dec, 10am-4pm 
A French market, charity and craft stalls, 
children’s fairground rides, entertainment 
and Father Christmas take over London 
Road in East Grinstead. London Road; 
Railway Approach to High St closed to 
traffic from 7am - 7pm.

Ardingly Christmas Puppet Show
1 Dec, 3pm, Hapstead Hall, Ardingly

See more events or add your own at 

midsussex.gov.uk/events

EVENTS  

There is lots of festive 
fun to be had around 
this time of year across 
the District. 

Why not pop a date in 
your diary and nip along 
to some of these local 
celebrations?

www.midsussex.gov.uk 
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk

Reception open 
Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm 
Friday 8.45am - 4.15pm

Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands,  
Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath,  
West Sussex RH16 1SS

Telephone: 01444 458166

For emergencies outside office hours  
call 0845 602 1035. Calls will 
be charged at 5p per minute 
plus your phone company’s 
network access charge.

Find us at:  
MidSussexDistrictCouncil

Follow us: MSDCnews

GUIDE TO COUNCIL  
SERVICES:

Whatever you get up to, we wish  

you a very happy festive holiday.

Lindfield village night 
3 Dec 6-9pm
Lindfield Parish Council organises the Village’s 
Christmas Festival Night when the High Street is closed 
to traffic and many of the village’s businesses stay open 
until late. The High Street is filled with Fun Fair rides and 
stalls selling a range of goods including Christmas gifts, 
flower arrangements and sweet treats.

Cuckfield Christmas Tree Festival 
6-8 Dec, Holy Trinity Church, RH17 5JZ
Local schools, shops, businesses, clubs and societies are 
invited to decorate a Christmas tree, either to a Christmas 
theme or to reflect their organisation. Admission raises 
fund for charity which this year is The Alzheimer’s Society, 
admission is £5, under 16s free with adult.  
www.cuckfieldctf.org.uk

Balcombe Carols Around the Tree 
21 Dec, 6pm
Balcombe celebrates the coming festive celebrations by 
gathering for carol singing outside the Half Moon, in the 
centre of the village.

Ardingly Christmas Fayre and Carols
 7 Dec, 2-4.30pm. Carols at 5pm,  
£1 for adults, Hapstead Hall, Ardingly

EVENTS  
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Keep up to date with progress on the 
wider Burgess Hill programme at 
www.burgesshill.net

Be the first 
to know

PLACE AND  
CONNECTIVITY

Mid Sussex District Council, in partnership with the 
Coast to Capital Local Enterprise Partnership and 
West Sussex County Council, has secured a £21.8m 
funding package that consists of £10.9 million 
from the Department of Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG) and £10.9m from developer 
contributions for the Place and Connectivity 
Programme. This funding is in addition to the 
£16.96m already secured from the Local Growth 
Fund to assist with the upgrading of the A2300.

The Place and Connectivity Programme is made 
up of a number of projects. Some infrastructure 
projects, like the pathway improvements at World’s 
End Recreation ground, can be delivered quickly 
but most will be delivered gradually over the next 
few years. Each project forms a part in a jigsaw, 
fitting together and building towards a substantially 
improved transport and travel network for the town.

Burgess Hill will grow significantly over the next 
15 years into a modern, thriving town where local 
people want to live and work. Substantial investment 
is planned from both the private and public sector 
that will see the development of around 5,000 
new homes, new business parks, new schools, 
community hubs and a new town centre.

Alongside West Sussex County Council we are working 
on the ‘Place and Connectivity Programme’ to deliver 
improvements that will help link all these development 
areas and other key destinations in the  
town together and provide a safe and 
reliable alternative to using the car. 

We are working across Burgess Hill to

Improve sustainable 
transport infrastructure
Reduce congestion
Increase connectivity 
Support growth

Hurstpierpoint

Hassocks

Burgess Hill

Burgess Hill/
Haywards 

Heath Cycle 
Route

M23

Town 
Centre

Victoria 
Business Park

Western 
Gateway

Burgess Hill
Station

Northern Arc

The 
Hub

Triangle 
Leisure 
Centre

A2300 Corridor

Priority locations

Existing Development Sites

Committed network upgrade

Completed network upgrade

Indicative network upgrade

Wivelsfield
Station

This illustration shows priority 
areas within Burgess Hill that 
form the basis of a network 
of sustainable transport and 
public realm improvements.

Public engagement is scheduled 
for spring 2020 to give residents 
the opportunity to have their 
say on the proposals.

New and enhanced cycle routes

Improvements to bus infrastructure 
and bus services.

Accessible pedestrian routes

Improved access arrangements 
for Burgess Hill and Wivelsfield 
train station

As part of the Bugress Hill Growth Programme a number 
of projects are currently under consideration including

BURGESS HILL GROWTH PROGRAMME  
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Meetings of the Council are open to the public 
and are held in the Council Chamber, Oaklands, 
Haywards Heath, RH16 1SS unless stated otherwise.

The location of meetings from March 2020 may 
be subject to change due to renovation works. 
Please refer to the website at www.midsussex.gov.
uk/council for the most up to date information.

See back page for Festive collection dates

The Planning Committee and District Planning committee 
can deal with planning applications or other planning 
matters from across the District. The Planning Committee 
is held on a three weekly basis and the District Planning 
Committee is for larger schemes where an application 
consists of 50 or more residential units, or more 
than 2,000 square metres of other development.

Further information can be found at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/council

Committee Services can be contacted on 01444 477225.

The Chairman of Mid Sussex 
District Council – chosen 
Charities for 2019/20
The Chairman of Mid Sussex District Council for 
2019/20 is Councillor Colin Trumble. The Chairman 
is elected annually by their 53 fellow Councillors 
and serves for a period of 12 months during the civic 
year, which begins in May. As well as attending and 
hosting many civic functions, during their term of 
office, it is usual for the Chairman to appoint a chosen 
charity to support for the year. Cllr Trumble’s chosen 
charities for the forthcoming year are listed below.

Royal Marsden Children’s Unit
Staff at the Royal Marsden supported Councillor Trumble’s 
young granddaughter who spent three years receiving 
treatment for liver cancer from the age of 18 months and is 

now a healthy nine year old. Sadly other children are not 
always so lucky and Councillor Trumble is keen to raise 
awareness of the work that the hospital continues to do in 
offering support and treatment. 
www.royalmarsden.nhs.uk. 

Woodlands Meed School and College
This outstanding institution in Burgess Hill provides 
great care and education to young people with 
Special Education Needs and Disabilities. Councillor 
Trumble is keen to support the School and raise the 
awareness of local employers of the employability skills 
that the students have to offer the workplace. www.
woodlandsmeed.co.uk.

Fundraising events in support of these charities 
are being planned for the new year. Please contact 
committees@midsussex.gov.uk for more information.

Thurs 19 December 7.00pm

Planning Committee 

Mon 13 January 4.00pm

Cabinet

Wed 15 January 7.00pm

Scrutiny Committee for Leader, 
Finance and Performance

Thurs 16 January 7.00pm

Planning Committee 

Wed 22 January 7.00pm

Scrutiny Committee for 
Housing, Planning and 
Economic Growth

Thurs 23 January 2.00pm

District Planning Committee

Wed 29 January 7.00pm

Council

Wed 5 February 7.00pm

Scrutiny Committee for 
Community, Customer 
Services and Service Delivery

Thurs 6 February 7.00pm

Planning Committee

Mon 10 February 4.00pm

Cabinet

COUNCIL MATTERS  

YOUR  
COUNCIL

Mid Sussex Recycles  
Advent Calendar

For each day of Advent we have displayed 
items which can be recycled in your blue 
lidded bin. For more detailed information 
on recycling and disposal of non-
recyclable items please visit our website  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recycling

13

81921 22

184 7

5 2017 23

24 113 6

15 162 9

1 1012 14

Mon 17 February 7.00pm

Licensing Committee 

Thurs 20 February 2.00pm

District Planning Committee

Tues 25 February 4.30pm

Cabinet Grants Panel

Thurs 27 February 7.00pm

Planning Committee 

Tues 3 March 7.00pm

Audit Committee 

Wed 4 March 7.00pm

Council (Budget) 

Mon 9 March 6.00pm

Standards Committee 

Wed 11 March, 7pm

Scrutiny Committee for 
Housing, Planning and 
Economic Growth

Thurs 12 March 2.00pm

District Planning Committee

Mon 16 March 4.00pm

Cabinet

blister 
packs

paper 
cups

bottles 
& jars

plastic 
packaging

plastic 
trays

drinks 
cans

Tetrapacks

tin foil

wrapping 
paper

plastic  
tubs

metal caps  
and lids

Christmas 
cards

gift tags

plastic 
bottles

plastic  
pots

food  
tins

large  
lids

flattened 
cardboard

cardboard 
containers

sweet 
and 

biscuit 
tins

glass 
containers

paper  
hats

crackers

aerosols
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Waste and recycling collection days 
will change for two weeks over the 
Christmas and New Year period. 

FESTIVE WASTE 
AND RECYCLING 
COLLECTION  
DAY CHANGES

Normal 
Collection Date

Festive 
Collection Date

Mon 23 Dec Sat 21 Dec

Tues 24 Dec Mon 23 Dec

Wed 25 Dec Tues 24 Dec

Thurs 26 Dec Fri 27 Dec

Fri 27 Dec Sat 28 Dec

Mon 30 Dec No Change

Tues 31 Dec No Change

Wed 1 Jan 2020 Thurs 2 Jan

Thurs 2 Jan Fri 3 Jan

Fri 3 Jan Sat 4 Jan

Garden Waste
There will be no garden waste collections between Monday 
23 December and Friday 3 January. Garden waste collections 
will return to normal from Monday 6 January 2020. 

Christmas Trees

Remember your Christmas trees can be composted in your 
garden waste bin. Just make sure the lid can be closed. 
Alternatively there will be temporary sites where residents can 
drop off real Christmas trees for recycling.

These sites will be open between Saturday 28 December 
2019 and Friday 10 January 2020. More details are 
available at www.midsussex.gov.uk/treerecycling

If you have any questions about your festive waste and 
recycling please email wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk

Waste and recycling collection days will change for 
two weeks over the Christmas and New Year period. 
Your festive collection days are as follows:

All waste and recycling services will return to 
normal from Monday 6 January 2020.


