
 

Mid Sussex Partnership Board meeting, 8th November 2018 
 
Summary of discussions 
 
1) Welcome and introductions  
 
Attendees: Cllr Gary Wall - Chair; Mandy Cunningham – Commissioning & 
Partnerships Advisor MSDC; Ian Gibson - MSALC Chair; John Willett- Head of 
Partnerships, OSPCC; Nicky Dodds - Neighbourhood Investment Manager - South, 
Clarion Housing Group; Paul Turner - Wellbeing Manager MSDC; Daniel MacIntyre- 
Consultant in Public Health; Peter Stuart - Head of Corporate Resources MSDC; Cllr 
Norman Webster – MSDC Cabinet Member for Community; Kate Wilson - BUL 
Community Services, Policy & Performance MSDC; Peter Dommett - Inspector Prevent 
Manager Sussex Police; Councillor Anne Jones - WSCC Member Representative; Cllr 
Dick Sweatman, MSATC Representative, Dr Stephen Bellamy Clinical Director 
Horsham and Mid Sussex CCG; Claire Denby WSCC Mid Sussex IPEH Hub Leader;- 
Sally Blomfield Divisional Leader Planning and Economy MSDC; Kate McBride –
Homes England Senior Specialist Strategic Land; Jim Strike AeCom Senior Director 
Design Planning; Anna Raleigh – WSCC Director of Public Health; Jacqueline Clay  
Principal Manager Public Health and Social Research Unit; - Neal Barton – Policy & 
Performance Manager, MSDC. 
 
Apologies received from:  
Sue Edgson- Manager - Mid Sussex Voluntary Action; Phil Maynard – West Sussex Fire and 
Rescue Services Station Manager; and Judy Holmes – Assistant Chief Executive MSDC  
 
2) Minutes of MSP Board Meeting 24th September 2018 
Minutes were agreed. 
 
3) Northern Arc Development presentation 
Sally Blomfield updated on the Council’s adopted District Plan, of which the Northern Arc 
Development at Burgess Hill was an important part.  Overall the site would provide 3,500 
new homes. 2 primary schools, 1 secondary school, neighbourhood centres, a primary care 
centre and a community sports centre.  92 hectares of the 200 hectare site would be open 
space.   Homes England’s purchase of the site would help to facilitate planned development 
and infrastructure provision, which amounted to an estimated £162 million.  The Northern 
Arc Masterplan and Infrastructure Delivery Plan had been prepared and provide the 
framework for planning applications, starting with Freeks Farm. 
 
Kate McBride from Homes England explained the context of their purchase of the site and 
mentioned that the Northern Arc was included as a best practice case study in their recently 
published 5 Year Plan.  Jim Strike from AeCOM consultants provided a presentation on the 
key principles behind the Masterplan and Infrastructure Development Plan.  The site had 3 
neighbourhood areas each with a community building and public space, joined by a spine 
road designed to facilitate walking and cycling.  9 hectares of community sports space would 
be provided.  The site would provide a range of housing densities and included affordable 
housing at 30%, with 60 extra care units. Development would take place over four phases, 



with the first development in 2020 and the whole site completed by 2035. The spine road 
would be completed in the first phase. 
 
Cllr Wall highlighted the importance of Homes England purchase of the site in allowing for a 
properly planned development, rather than working piecemeal with different landowners and 
developers. 
Ian Gibson asked about the definition of affordable housing and the mix between rented and 
shared ownership to be provided, suggesting that an emphasis on the latter would assist in 
attracting young people to work in the new Science Park.  Sally Blomfield stated that 
although the Northern Arc did contain 4 hectares of new business space, the Science Park 
was a separate development.  The affordable housing mix in the District Plan policy had 
been informed by housing study evidence. 
Cllr Jones commented on the lack of affordable housing in the District and asked whether 
the Development included 6th form provision.  Sally Blomfield stated that there could be 
scope for the new secondary school to provide this, but this was influenced by progress with 
getting the Harlands Road site in Haywards Heath back into educational use. 
Jacqueline Clay raised the importance of digital provision on the Development and 
supporting the use of electric vehicles.  Sally Blomfield mentioned the Dig Once approach to 
providing utilities including digital provision and the Gigabyte project which exploited existing 
transport links.  Jim Strike stated that all properties will have home charging for electric 
vehicles and access to fast charge points at community centres. 
Claire Denby asked about pre-school provision in the Northern Arc.  Jim Strike confirmed 
that this would be facilitated through links with the new primary schools. 
Kate Wilson spoke about the MSP priority themes and the role of the Communities Task and 
Finish Group.  This will focus on identifying and meeting the community needs of the 
Northern Arc development. 
Cllr Wall thanked everyone for their contributions and emphasised the importance of future 
partnership working to deliver the necessary infrastructure and community facilities 
alongside the new housing.  The presentation will be circulated and further information is 
available on the Burgess Hill Development website https://www.burgesshill.net/  
 
4) Public Health – West Sussex County Council priorities 
Anna Raleigh, West Sussex County Council Director of Public Health, mentioned the recent 
announcement by Matt Hancock the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care of a 
Green Paper entitled Prevention is Better Than Cure, emphasising the need for people to 
take more responsibility for managing their own health through healthier lifestyles.  This was 
also a key health priority for West Sussex County Council.  The presentation set out the 
main findings for Mid Sussex of the recently prepared Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 
(JSNA), which had been prepared by Jacqueline Clay’s Team.  The County Council is 
required to prepare the assessment to inform its health priorities.  The main messages 
emerging from the JSNA were set out.  These included high life expectancy and an older 
age structure, with the District seen as a good place to age, assisted by its rich natural, 
cultural and historical assets. The older population bring a variety of skills to the voluntary 
and community sector.  Challenges include pressures on the working age population and 
questions concerning the healthiness of the next generation of 65+ population.  Also, an 
increasing number of people with one or more long-term health considerations. 
 
Potential priorities were set out for discussion including entering older age healthily, a holistic 
approach to older people with multi-morbidities; the self-management of long-term 
conditions; tackling inequalities; pressures from housing quality and affordability; mental 
health and wellbeing across age groups; and setting high aspirations.  WSCC would be 
formally consulting with partner organisation in December/January on the health priorities to 
be included in their Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy. 
 



Cllr Sweatman asked about issues from Drug Abuse and the effectiveness of the measures 
being taken to address it.  Anna Raleigh outlined the various initiatives in place, including the 
Substance Misuse Service, work undertaken in schools, the Safer Sussex Partnership, IPEH 
and children and the family centres.  Jacqueline Clay acknowledged that there is a lack of 
data available linked to issues such as mental health and domestic abuse. 
Claire Denby spoke about the services offered by IPEH to young people in Mid Sussex, 
including developing early help plans and children well-being audits.  Also their family assist 
service and digital offer.  The use of social media was discussed. 
Cllr Jones expressed concern over knife crime in Burgess Hill.  Pete Dommett stated that 
there was no evidence of such knife crime in Burgess Hill and the Police are dealing with a 
small number of disruptive youths in the town. 
John Willett asked about the CGL service contract and monitoring arrangements.  Anna 
Raleigh undertook to come back with a response. 
 
5) MSDC next steps – Health Task and Finish Group 
Paul Turner outlined the purpose of the Health Task and Finish Group.  He mentioned the 
work of the Wellbeing Team in dispensing services and signposting.  Their assessment of 
health needs in the District was consistent with the County Council’s JSNA and emerging 
health priorities.  This included the Team’s experience of targeting 40 – 60 year olds through 
workplace health.  Membership of the Health Task and Finish Group had been determined.  
There was a strong emphasis on mental health, with membership including Time to Talk, 
Sussex Oakleaf and IPEH.  The first meeting of the Group would take place on 28th 
November and will report into the MSP Board meeting of 24th January 2019.  
 
Dr Stephen Bellamy spoke about keeping people healthy for as long as possible and 
identified frailty as the next big health issue that needs to be addressed.  Funding 
arrangements geared to areas of deprivation do not help in this respect. 
Daniel MacIntyre stated that frailty and falls prevention were recognised as important by 
WSCC and a whole council approach is being adopted. 
Jacqueline Clay mentioned the need to look at mid-life health.  Figures for healthy living life 
expectancy set out in the JSNA showed that this is reducing for women in West Sussex to 
an average 64 years.  
Cllr Webster commended Anna Raleigh’s presentation and supported the importance of self-
management of long term conditions.  He commented that dwindling resources made the 
need to avoid duplication of services even more important and mentioned the balance 
between social prescribing and wellbeing service. 
Anna Raleigh mentioned her upcoming visit to the District on 24th January, with Mid Sussex 
hosting the next meeting of the West Sussex Health and Wellbeing Board.  This will discuss 
the key health challenges and how they are to be addressed. 
 
6) Emerging issues and future topics for Board 

Cllr Wall suggested that the next meeting should address challenges for next year arising 

from budget reductions, especially the implications of the West Sussex County Council cuts. 

 

7)  AOB and proposed dates for future meetings:  

Dates for the next two MSP meetings have been scheduled for: 

 Thursday 24th January 2019 at Clair Hall, Haywards Heath 

 Thursday 16th May 2019 at Clair Hall, Haywards heath  


