District Plan Review and Update.

o Meeting_of Scrutiny Committee for Planning, Economic Growth and Net Zero,

Wednesday, 19th January, 2022 6.00 pm (ltem 7.) (ieListDocuments.aspx?
Cld=284&MID=2954#A13805)

Minutes:

Judy Holmes, Assistant Chief Executive introduced the report. She reminded Members
that the Council is obligated to review the District Plan by 2023 and that the review is a
democratic and lengthy process, currently in the early stages. She highlighted that the
Council has a duty to update the plan in order to avoid speculative and unplanned
development, and the potential for the 5-year housing supply to be challenged by
developers.

Sally Blomfield, Divisional Leader for Planning and Economy gave a high-level outline of
the structure and content of the Draft District Plan Update, highlighting the significant
changes and new policies.

The Chairman invited the Leader to speak.

The Leader thanked the officers for their detailed work on the District Plan Review. He
advised it was beneficial for the document to be in public domain so it can be
scrutinised. He requested a pause in the consideration of the proposals so that further
work and lobbying can be undertaken due to the issues that impact on the Council’s
planning responsibilities. He advised that he is writing to the Secretary of State Michael

Gove MP_asking_for the housing_targets to be reset to reflect the environmental and

infrastructure constraints of Mid Sussex. The levelling up White Paper is due shortly and

he hopes the housing numbers for the South East will be reviewed. The Plan should
maximise the number of brownfield and windfall sites, the unmet need from
neighbouring authorities needs scrutiny, and the implications around the issue of water
naturality raised by Natural England needs further clarification. He concluded that it is
essential to have a District Plan to prevent speculative development, it will ensure Mid
Sussex is a good place to live but we must balance the number of new developments to
provide the housing need whilst protecting the environment.

The Chairman advised that it would be sensible to defer the discussion on the review of
the District Plan until additional work has been completed and the outcome of
Government White Paper.



A Member raised a point of order with regard to the submission of an amendment to the
recommendation. Tom Clark, Solicitor to the Council advised that no motion was
currently under consideration. The Chairman invited the Vice-Chairman, Councillor
Peacock to speak.

Councillor Peacock proposed a motion that the Committee agrees to defer the

discussion of the District Plan Review so that further work and consideration can take

place and the outcome of any change to Government policy can be known. This was

seconded by Councillor Marsh.

Councillor Eggleston requested that the Members had an opportunity to review and
consider the changes to the District Plan policies and evidence base. He proposed a
motion, seconded by Councillor Alison Bennett that:

(A) That the Scrutiny Committee for Housing, Planning_and Economic Growth (‘the

Committee”) establishes a working party to review: (i) the evidence for the proposed
housing allocation in the Draft District Plan 2021-2038 (“the Plan”); (ii) the fundamental
alterations to 10 major policies in the current District Plan and the addition of 6 new
policies, and (iii) the appropriateness or otherwise of including the sites identified for
development in the Plan, in whole or part and report its findings to the next appropriate
meeting of the Committee with recommendations for adoption by the Committee and
Council.

(B) That the Chief Executive writes to Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government setting out Mid Sussex District Council’s concern over the continued
use of the “standard method” for calculating housing need and urging the Secretary of
State to bring forward proposals to change the method so that it is more appropriate to
the needs of the District.”

As the Leader had previously indicated his intention to write to the Secretary of State,
discussion was held on the option to add paragraph A of Councillor Eggleston’s
amendment to the motion proposed by the Vice-Chairman, therefore removing the need
to have paragraph B above. Councillor Eggleston indicated agreement and the
Chairman took the Committee to a vote on this proposal. The decision to amend the
motion to add paragraph A above was approved with 8 in favour and 7 against.

Councillor Laband proposed a motion that the numbers of policies referred to in
paragraph A of Councillor Eggleston’s amendment be removed. This was seconded by
Councillor Mockford. Councillor Eggleston accepted the amendment to the current



motion, however Vice-Chairman did not. The Chairman took the Committee to a vote on
the Councillor Laband’s amendment. The amendment to the motion failed with 7 in
favour and 8 against after the casting vote by the Chairman.

The Chairman took the Committee to a vote on the motion proposed by the Vice-
Chairman as amended by Councillor Eggleston. The motion was approved with 9 in
favour, 5 against.

RESOLVED

That the Scrutiny Committee:

(i) the Committee agrees to defer the discussion of the District Plan Review so that
further work and consideration can take place and the outcome of change to any
Government policy is known,

(i) the Committee establishes a working party to review: (i) the evidence for the
proposed housing allocation in the Draft District Plan 2021-2038 (“the Plan”); (ii)
the fundamental alterations to 10 maijor policies in the current District Plan and the
addition of 6 new policies, and (iii) the appropriateness or otherwise of including
the sites identified for development in the Plan, in whole or part and report its
findings to the next appropriate meeting of the Committee with recommendations
for adoption by the Committee and Council.
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