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GUIDING PRINCIPLES RESPONSE
The vision should provide an 
overall framework to guide future 
development and investment.

This visioning exercise will feed into the statutory Local Development Framework including, if appropriate, 
an Area Action Plan for Burgess Hill. The work will inform several future rounds of statutory plan-making 
because it looks around 30 years ahead – longer than formal statutory plans are able to do.

Strengthen local identity and civic 
pride. recreation, entertainment and leisure. Maintain physical separation, and cultivate the local differences of 

character in the physical and appearance of the town. Events and activities that would be unique to the 

Attract a range of commercial 
leisure facilities and hotels.

A clear investment “prospectus” needs to be produced to attract developers and operators. Burgess Hill 
can’t have everything, but good connections to neighbouring towns will widen choice and create a bigger 
market for operators.

Encourage better use of land, 
including ‘land swaps’ 

There are parts of Burgess Hill that need more public open space, and improvements in the quality of 
the space which already exist. These stand against ideas of “town cramming” all available space to 

be damaged or less useful agricultural land, and medium densities used to reduced the amount of land 

in particular.  The idea of “land swaps” – by which a parcel of town land might be swapped with a green 

Development Framework.
High quality design standards 
including for the public realm.

This will be achieved by robust planning policies in the Local Development Framework (and is supported 
by national planning policy such as PPS1 and PPS3).

Provide direct and convenient links 
to key destinations in the wider 
region, especially Gatwick Airport.

The Haywards Heath Distributor Road will improve highways links northwards from Burgess Hill. Strategic
public transport links by bus and coach need further development if the use of cars is to be reduced.
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Facilitate development through 
the provision of new east-west 
infrastructure links. 

and will consume much of the money that might otherwise be made available for local investment and 
facilities. The number of new crossings should be kept as low as possible.

Provide a wider range of dwelling 
types and tenure 

This will be achieved by robust planning policies in the Local Development Framework (and is supported 
nationally by PPS3)

Long term investment in health 
and education services

The planning authority needs to lobby hard to bend the spending plans of other bodies to the advantage 
of Burgess Hill, and to be prepared to demand payments from development in the town to help pay for 
these improvements.

Develop a new Business Park It is not good planning to have a 1980s-style out-of-town business park to which everyone must drive. 
New employment opportunities need to be embedded in the life of the town, in the town centre and other 
local district or local centres, or nearby on walking, cycling and public transport routes.
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ORGANISATION INVITED ATTENDED
Mid Sussex District Council Anne Halligey

Claire Timms
Dick Lankester

No
Yes
Yes

Burgess Hill Town Council David Carden Yes
West Sussex County Council Chris Cousins

Steve Brown
Alan Bell

No
No
Yes

Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common Parish Council Tim Ricketts No
Liz Bennett No

Hassocks Parish Council Linda Baker
Noel Thomas

No
Yes

Allan Janes No
Ditchling Parish Council Mary Holman No
Lewes District Council Clare Flowers Yes
East Sussex County Council Graham Arr-Jones No
South Downs Joint Committee Martin Small No
Mid Sussex Primary Care Trust Mike Pritchard Yes  
West Sussex Primary Care Trust Amanda Marshall Yes
Network Rail Chris Price No
South East Water James Grinnell No
Southern Water Chris Kneale No
Environment Agency Emma Winchester No
Friends, Families and Travellers No

Mike Capocci
Simon Hope

No
Yes
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Hargreaves Richard Andrew No
Croudace Homes Julian Black (Associate Planner)

Keith Dolling
Yes  
Yes

Cluttons Tim Hutchings Yes
Glenbeigh Developments / Dacorar (Southern) Ltd Colin Whelan Yes
Sussex Enterprise Beth Carpenter No
West Sussex Economic Partnership Simon Warburton No
Scouts Mike Wakeling No
South Downs District Scouts Janet Slaughter Yes
Girl Guides John Hudson

David Virgo
No
Yes

Chamber of Commerce Jim Groves
Paul Robinson

No
No

Cyprus Road Community Hall Association Sarah Voce No
Oakmeads Community College Colin Taylor (Head) No
St Pauls Catholic College No
Burgess Hill Business Park Association Barry Swainston No
Southern Access Group Francis Gaudencio

Tony Aston
Yes  
Yes

Burgess Hill web chat room Richard Light Yes

Wates David Brocklebank
Judith Ashton (Planning Consultant)

No
Yes

Sunley Homes James Sunley No
Rydon Homes Ltd Mike Jones (Land Director)

Chris Hough (Sigma Planning)
No
Yes

Mrs C Godman Law No
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Sussex Wildlife Trust Janyis Watson Yes
Friends of the Green Crescent Roy Ticehurst Yes
Friends of Bedelands Farm Nature Reserve Mary Smith No
Burgess Hill into the Future Denis Jones  Chairman Yes
Burgess Hill into the Future Mike Wallace,  Member No
Churches Together Ian Chisnall No
James B Bennett & Co. Kevin Newall Yes
WSFRS David Boarer Yes
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STRATEGIC GROWTH KEY 
REQUIREMENTS IN KEY SECTORS

SUMMARY ARE THESE ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
ALREADY PROGRAMMED?

Rail The London-Brighton line is currently 30% over 
capacity. 

Highways A detailed highways assessment is needed to identify 
highways requirements. 

Water supply Water supply is a concern across the South East
Region, however Burgess Hill is not particularly 
constrained.

South East Water has a statutory 
responsibility to appraise the capacity of the 
network and to provide for planned growth. 

Sewerage Southern Water has a statutory responsibility 
to appraise the capacity of the network and to 
provide for planned growth. 

Health 4 new Primary Care Centres are being planned 
within Burgess Hill, with enough capacity to serve an 
additional 8,000 dwellings. 

Yes

Education
provision. An additional 8,000 dwellings would need to 
be supported by capacity equivalent to 4 new primary 
schools and one new secondary school. 

Levels of educational provision will be 
reviewed on the basis of estimated demand 
for school places. 

Form and Further Education provision.
n/a

Education provision.
n/a
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