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tanding still has never
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future. Delivering quality services
and value for money is our focus.
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our services.

For example, over the last few weeks we
have welcomed two Government ministers to
the District to discuss the challenges we face and our
plans to overcome them. In planning for the long term our work on
the District Plan is committed to bringing sustainable growth to Mid
Sussex. We are focussed on delivering much needed homes and jobs
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Our focus is always on how we can improve the lives of local
people. In this edition, you’ll read how we have invested in our
leisure facilities including providing a new climbing facility at the
Triangle in Burgess Hill; something we know young and old alike will
love.
We’ve proud to continue supporting community groups. Our Silver
Sunday events and guided walks help to tackle the loneliness and
social isolation residents, such as older people, can sometimes feel.
We’ve also increased investment in our waste and recycling service
with new, more fuel efficient vehicles coming soon. As with many of
our other services, we work alongside local people and voluntary
groups to improve what we offer. In this issue you’ll read about Mark,
one of our recycling champions and our work with the British Heart
Foundation to increase reuse and recycling. All of this supports our
aim to improve what we do.
Personally, I’d like to thank all of those volunteers making a huge
positive contribution to the lives of people in Mid Sussex. We
celebrated just a few of them at the Chairman’s Awards and once
again I was moved by their dedication and commitment - local
people really making a making a difference in their communities.

Mid Sussex Matters is sent to all residents and provides
you with information about our services. Published by the
Communications Team, Mid Sussex District Council,
Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS.
Design and layout by Nicolette Leckie: 07521 477 759
Printed by Storm Print & Design: www.stormprintanddesign.co.uk
70,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, East
Grinstead, Haywards Heath and Mid Sussex villages.
This magazine is delivered by the Royal Mail according to local
postcode boundaries. From time to time these exceed the authority
boundaries, but we hope that even if you live outside of Mid Sussex,
you will still find something of interest within these pages.
Editorial 01444 477240
Advertising 01444 477240
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk
You can find Mid Sussex District Council
on or on @MSDCnews.
Next issue out from 26 March 2018.
Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation
by Mid Sussex District Council of the products or services offered or
the organisations involved, nor will the Council incur any
liability whatsoever for any claim relating to them.
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Finally, I’d like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
Cllr Garry Wall
Leader, Mid Sussex District Council
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Local NEWS

Digital for
business
Join in the East Grinstead parkrun
The new East Grinstead parkrun takes place at 9am
every Saturday at East Court, College Lane. Based
on a simple ethos of being completely free and
welcoming to all abilities, it is not a race against other
runners, but a 5k timed run, jog, or walk.
The first UK parkrun started back in 2004 with just
13 runners, and now attracts hundreds of thousands
of runners, all setting off each Saturday at 9am.
There is also a parkrun in Haywards Heath, around
Clair Park.
East Grinstead parkrun started on 9th September,
and has already attracted both regular runners and
those new to the activity - 32 completely new runners
in the first week alone.

I’m new to parkrunning and running in general but I
am really enjoying it. Its fun and the people are very
friendly. Melissa.
But running is only part of the story. Every parkrun
relies on the time and dedication of volunteers.
Regular volunteers from the local community include
a gentleman of 83 with a regular marshalling spot
and an ambition to be there every week. But
volunteers are always needed!
Lindsay (a run marshal) said, It’s great to watch
everyone running round the beautiful East Court and
see them coming back each week.
Taking part is easy – just register once at
www.parkrun.org.uk then turn up at any parkrun!
If you would like to help volunteer at the new event,
please email eastgrinsteadhelpers@parkrun.com.
Dave Worsell, volunteer, East Grinstead core team
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The recent Open 4 Business event, which took
place on 17 October, included sessions to help local
companies develop their digital skills and use
technology to their benefit.
The free event, which is run by MSDC, covered
subjects including:
• The Importance of Cybersecurity
• The Art of Crowdfunding
• Using video in social media
• E-Commerce Automations
Find out more information at www.o4b.org.uk

Refuse and recycling –
date changes
Over the holiday period there
are changes to collection dates.
See the back page for
rescheduled pickups.

£1 all day weekend
parking this Christmas
As part of our support for local traders and shoppers in
the run up to the festive season we have arranged
discounted long stay parking on Saturdays in Burgess
Hill, East Grinstead and Haywards Heath.
Parking in Mid Sussex is completely free on Sundays,
so that’s a whole weekend of shopping in the run up to
Christmas for just £1. The parking discounts will be
available every Saturday from 2 December until
Christmas at the following locations:
• Queens Crescent and Station Road car parks –
Burgess Hill
• Vicarage and Norton House car parks –
East Grinstead
• Franklynn Road car park – Haywards Heath.

Seeing the wide range of runners, from the fastest
to the slowest, youngest to oldest all enjoying
themselves (despite the hill) makes it all
worthwhile. It’s a fantastic addition to the East
Grinstead community. Come and give it a go.

In addition, MSDC also supported each town to
encourage visitors to the town Christmas lights switch on
events. Free parking was provided in specified short stay
car parks at the events, which took place in November.
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For further information visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/parking

Local NEWS
You can keep up with District Plan news at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/districtplan

MSDC has published a timetable for remaining work
and adoption of the District Plan.
If all goes according to the schedule it is anticipated
that the District Plan may be adopted in early 2018.

Want to be involved in communityled housing in your area?
Our great outdoors Beech Hurst wins again
Beech Hurst Gardens in Haywards Heath has once
again been recognised by the Green Flag Award
Scheme as one of the very best in the world. The
public open space is among a record-breaking 1,797
UK parks and green spaces to receive a prestigious
Green Flag Award this year – the mark of a quality
park or green space.
This international award, now into its third decade, is
a sign to the public that the space boasts the highest
possible environmental standards, is beautifully
maintained and has excellent visitor facilities.
Situated on the western edge of Haywards Heath,
Beech Hurst is a six-hectare garden with stunning
views of the South Downs and some spectacular
flora and fauna. The gardens boast a wide range of
community and sports facilities, including lawn green
bowling, petanque, croquet, a children’s play area,
wildflower meadow and a miniature railway.
Beech Hurst is a great place to get out and enjoy
our lovely area. If you fancy venturing further afield
remember to have a look at our free Healthy Walks
programme.

Community-led housing is developed and managed
by local people in order to maximise benefits for the
whole community such as local affordability, good
and sustainable design and the provision of much
needed housing.
Action in Rural Sussex has set up the new Sussex
Community Housing Hub using funding from MSDC
and other Sussex Local Authorities. The Hub will
include a new support service for new or existing
community-led housing groups in East and West
Sussex.
If sustainability is important to you please come
along to the launch event for West Sussex,
taking place from 2pm on 5th December in
Steyning. You can book your free space by going to
www.eventbrite.co.uk and searching for ‘Sussex
community housing hub’.
For more information and contact details for Action in
Rural Sussex and the Sussex Community Housing Hub,
please visit www.ruralsussex.org.uk or call contact
graham.maunders@ruralsussex.gov.uk or call
01273 407329 / 07824 900092.

Competition winners
In the summer edition of MSM three lucky winners
won family tickets to Drusillas Park. The winners
were C Hurrion, F Bensley and A Hay.
Congratulations!

We want to keep you up to date with all the projects and activities in
your community.
• Mid Sussex Matters – published 3 times each year
• Our website - www.midsussex.gov.uk
Twitter – follow us @MSDCnews
Facebook and Instagram – find us at MidSussexDistrictCouncil
You can sign up to a free online version of MSM which comes out
between paper editions by submitting your email at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/msm

You will notice that
from the beginning of
2018 our website will
have a new, improved
design. We have been
working with customers
and users to improve
the way it works, we
hope you like it!

Out and ABOUT

A fixed penalty notice (FPN) can be issued if the
Orders are not observed, which if not paid could
lead to a prosecution and fine of up to £1000.
We know that the vast majority of dog owners are very
considerate to other site users, so thank you, and
together let’s keep Mid Sussex a lovely place for all
to visit and enjoy.
You can contact the Park Rangers on
rangers@midsussex.gov.uk or call 01444 477561.

Microchipping reminder
Enjoying the district with dogs
A happy dog and owner enjoying the outdoors is a
familiar sight around our beautiful district. Part of the
role of our Park Rangers includes not only protecting
our open spaces, but also promoting responsible
dog ownership which allows everyone to enjoy the
environment.
Recent new powers, called Public Spaces Protection
Orders (PSPOs), have come into force. For the most
part, these new PSPOs simply allow us to continue to
enforce dog control issues:
• Dog fouling: remove any dog faeces, bag it and
dispose safely.
• Dog exclusion: stay out of fenced areas such as
children’s play areas and tennis courts.
• Dogs on lead by direction at certain sites
(particularly on sports grounds and in nature
reserves:) a Park Ranger can ask that dogs are
put on a lead.
• Maximum dogs: a maximum of six dogs that can
be taken onto designated land by one person.
The six dog maximum used to apply solely to
Bedelands Farm Local Nature Reserve but has
recently been extended to cover other Nature Reserves
and sites around the district.
Look out for the distinctive blue Mid Sussex District
Council signage displayed at our sites to find out where
PSPOs apply.
6
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By the age of eight weeks it is a
requirement that any dog be
microchipped.
The microchip
• The microchip will have a
unique number and able to be
scanned.
• The chip records specified
details about the dog and its
keeper.
Change of dog owner
• Remember that the details on the microchip
database need to be updated should the
keeper change address or if the dog is
transferred to a new keeper.
Any dog that is picked up as a stray dog will be
taken to the kennels. If the dog is found and does
not have a microchip, or the details are out of date,
a formal notice will be issued requiring the owner
to have the dog microchipped or to update the
details within 21 days.
If the keeper does not comply with the notice the
dog could be seized and taken to be microchipped
at the cost of the keeper. The keeper may also be
liable for a fine of £500.
For more information contact
envhealth@midsussex.gov.uk on or call on
01444 477292.

SPORT WITH PFPL

Pictures indicate some of the available walls.

High Places now open at The Triangle!
An exciting new climbing facility has now opened, is
available for use by anybody aged 4 years old upwards.
This new and innovative indoor climbing concept is
the first of its kind in the local area bringing a
completely new sporting challenge with 16 fun and
unique climbing walls, each with their own striking
designs and themes like Face to Face, Lightening
Crack or The Speed Climb.
Unlike traditional climbing, the clip ‘n climb technology
uses an auto belay system - like an automatic safety
rope - allowing users to simply clip and climb in
confidence. There is no need for a partner and
absolutely no experience is necessary.
However fit, small or daring you are the range of different
challenges and routes should appeal to all users.
Open climb sessions are 45 minutes long. Climbs can
be booked for individuals (including people with

disabilities) and for hire exclusively for community
groups, team building and is also a great option for
birthday parties. Call 01444 876000 for further details
or visit the Triangle website
Climbing sessions Mon – Fri, 3.40pm - 9pm
Weekend and school holidays 9am – 4.30pm
£9 for everyone from 4 years old.
Sessions include harness fitting and safety
briefing in advance of climbing.
Mini mountaineers sessions,
Mon and Wed 9am and 10am,
£5 for 4 years up to starting
school.
Climbing Adventure Party
(exclusive use) £125 maximum
of 16 climbers (adult or
children), all participants
must be at least 4 years old.

Improvements end on a high
Improvement work at the three leisure centres which
began in October 2016 will soon be complete. In total
over £3million of investment by MSDC and Places
for People Leisure financed a range of significant
projects, including • retiling of the Kings Centre swimming pool area
and changing room floors
• new larger gym and toilets at the Triangle
• new LED lighting schemes in all centres, improving
lighting and reducing energy use
• new lockers in all three centres

• new exercise studio, reception,
Clip ‘n’ Climb and Costa café in the 		
Triangle
• new sauna cabin, steam room and spa pool at
the Dolphin.
The final projects underway are the refurbishment
of the toilets at Kings Centre and the members
changing facilities at The Triangle. It is anticipated
that these will be completed by the end of January
2018.

The Triangle, Burgess Hill ● 01444 876000 ● www.thetriangleleisurecentre.org
The Dolphin, Haywards Heath ● 01444 457337 ● www.thedolphinleisurecentre.org
Kings Centre, East Grinstead ● 01342 328616 ● www.kingsleisurecentre.org

Living well MATTERS
A village remembers –
Crawley Down
The Crawley Down Memorial Association was set up
in 2013 to research and commemorate the History of
Crawley Down. Their first project involved re-creating
the Roll of Honour of residents from the village who
lost their lives in World War One and World War Two.
To mark their sacrifice the Association decided,
where possible, to continue the project by identifying
their homes and adding a simple plaque in memorial.

Recently we had dignitaries and pupils
from the local school gathered to unveil
the newest three plaques. We hope that
marking the details of the lives of the
fallen in this way, and anchoring them
into the village life with the plaques, will
help the children of the local school to
understand better our village, and that
period of history, which they study.

Chairman Cllr Bruce Forbes
joins locals in remembrance.

Roger Webb, Crawley Down Memorial
Association.
Further plaques are planned within the village.
Anyone wishing to join the association, to find out
more or to donate to the work of the association
can contact cdma1914@gmail.com.

Memory moments café
My body changes, but not my spirit – I am still me!
Know Dementia.co.uk
Haywards Heath Town Hall was buzzing with music
and activity on Saturday 2nd September, as Know
Dementia’s Memory Moments Café opened for its
first sitting.

The cafe provides a friendly meeting place for people
living with dementia and their carers. There are games,
activities, entertainment and as much cake
and tea/coffee as you can eat and drink. All for a
donation of £1 towards the cafe to keep it going.
The Memory Moments Café in Haywards Heath is on
the first Saturday of each month, from 2pm to 4pm at
the Town Hall. If you would like to come along, volunteer
or help serve tea please contact Know Dementia on
01273 494300.
Information regarding all the activities Know Dementia
provides can be found on the website
www.knowdementia.co.uk
MSDC helped set up the cafe with grant funding and
coordinates the Dementia Friendly Mid Sussex
group. For more information contact
regina.choudhury@midsussex.gov.uk
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Living well MATTERS
Celebrating Silver Sunday
Silver Sunday is a national day for older people to
help overcome loneliness and social isolation. For the
second year we hosted a Celebration Tea Party, this
year in East Grinstead, and hosted residents from
across Mid Sussex.
We also invited local community organisations and
groups to hold their own events. Grants of up to £250
were awarded for 11 celebrations where older people
could try something new, meet new people and have
an uplifting day.

The food, company
and entertainment
was marvellous.
Thank you for a
lovely afternoon.
J Saunders

Bringing older people together
in East Grinstead
Volunteers, guides, scouts and local Councillors joined
Sir Nicholas Soames MP to host a fun and free
Afternoon Tea with music and entertainment at
Meridian Hall in East Grinstead.
Entertainment was provided by Charlotte Weller, a
19-year-old graduate of the world famous Brit School,
who delighted the crowd by performing pop hits and
show tunes from famous musicals.
Charlotte was followed by Marco Seymour, a talented
magician who performed close-up tricks for the guests
at their tables and captivated the audience with his
unique blend of magic and comedy.
The event was closed by the Sackville Instrumentalists,
who performed some classic pop songs that included a
unique rendition of Elvis Presley’s ‘Can’t Help Falling In
Love With You’ on the ukulele.

People gave unstintingly in time
and effort, and that was reflected
in a great event that was thoroughly
enjoyed by all those who attended.
We were absolutely delighted to have around
145 people attending our Befriended Tea Party
and Commissioning event. And it was all that we
had hoped for.
Helen Watkin, Operations Director
Befriend Silver Sunday event, Burgess Hill
Mid Sussex Older People’s Council (MSOPC)
had a very successful afternoon tea at the
Ashenground Community Centre. We provided
cakes and scones with jam and cream, tea and
coffee, and everyone who came said they had
a lovely social afternoon.
We also hosted the Silver Sunday coffee in the
Burgess Hill library foyer and a further event for
the over 60s in the Library at East Grinstead.
Nicola, MSOPC
We had a fantastic day and welcomed 66
guests from the silver element of our community
for afternoon tea, a singalong with a 20-strong
Copthorne Silver Band and entertainment by a
Doris Day tribute act.
The Guides, Brownies, their leaders and
our own Hub volunteers were amazing and
everybody interacted and chatted across all
generations. We’ve actually been asked to do
it every week!!
There were old friends, new friends and we
welcomed guests from the local care home too.
They will now be joining us once a month for our
‘Friday Friends’ coffee afternoons so there were
lots of positives from holding this event.
Kate Bagnall, Copthorne Parish Hub

Youth MATTERS

Skaters to have a major
bearing on park plans
Young people recently joined together to enjoy a
free Skatefest event at Victoria Park, Haywards
Heath where they were among the first to give
their ideas about plans for a new skate park

As the skaters showed off their skills for the
film crew the ideas were flowing. This fun event,
featuring music, street art and skater displays,
marked the start of a programme of events
which will end with the launch of the new
skatepark in summer 2018.

Skate park users have your say on the skatepark design
The next consultation event will be
taking place on Thu 7th December
from 4 -6pm at Tory’s Cafe next to
the skatepark, Victoria Park.

the design consultation you can visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/
playgroundconsultations

The consultation will include comments
from these events as well as ideas
gathered from the website, social media
and in person. To find out more about

Organisations supporting MSDC in this
project are Creatives Across Sussex,
Clarion Housing and Tory’s Cafe.
photography - Colin Barker

Waste MATTERS
Could you be a Recycling Champion?
Mark Walder of Bolnore is a Mid Sussex
District Council Recycling Champion. Mark
lives in an area of the district where the
houses and flats use communal bins.
If items which can’t be recycled go into the bins the
whole recycling bin can be rejected, which is a
frustration for residents.
Local champions like Mark help to check the bins and
spread the word about what can, and what can’t, be
recycled. We spoke to Mark about his experiences
so far –

“I got involved because I could see it was getting a bit
messy, but could be fixed. People know the box
is recyclable but often don’t think about what’s
inside it that might not be, like polystyrene inside
cardboard boxes.”
Mark checks the bins regularly.

“I just have a quick look in, I wear a High-vis and use
some equipment from MSDC that re-assures people
I’m not just raking around! But really I’m glad if
people ask me why I’ve taken something out, then I
can explain the reasons and it will help them for the
future.”

“I believe people
do want to recycle
– but can get
confused. It’ll
probably be
different with
the younger
generation, they’ll
grow up knowing
what to do.”
So would Mark
recommend
being a Recycling
Champion?

“Yes, I would, but really everyone can be a Recycling
Champion at home if they know how to recycle
properly. Taking a bit of time to recycle the right
things means we can all help save the planet a
little at a time.”
If you are interested in finding out more about being
a Recycling Champion in your area please contact
wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk
or call our Customer Services Team on 01444 477440

Clothes+ Recycling Collection
Trial with British Heart Foundation
We are working with the
British Heart Foundation
(BHF) to trial a charity
doorstep collection service
‘Clothes+’ across some areas
of Mid Sussex, from October
2017 for eight months.
The trial includes three
collections in each trial area.
If your area is included in the
trial you will receive a leaflet
through your door. When a
collection is due a tag will
be left on your waste bin the
week before, then you can
bag up your items and leave
them beside your bin on next
collection day.

All material collected will be
donated to the BHF to fund
lifesaving research.
The collections will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

clothes
shoes
books
CDs and DVDs
batteries (in a small bag)
small electrical items in
working order
(nothing bigger than a
microwave).

If the trial is successful we
will look at rolling it out to
more areas of the district.
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Revitalising
As the first steps to the renewal of Burgess Hill town centre are taken, we see what
the next stages are and how you can keep up to date.
NewRiver, who run the Martlets Shopping Centre, has taken a significant step forward in
progressing the first phase of works for the £65 million Burgess Hill regeneration with work well
underway to ready the gas holder site on Leylands Road for Lidl.
Gas Holder Site Cleared
Long-considered an eyesore by
local residents, the
gasholder was originally
opened in 1950 but was
decommissioned in
2004. Enabling works
and the demolition
of this local landmark
took place throughout
September and
October, readying
the site for a new
purpose-built Lidl store.
NewRiver will continue
to carry out further
groundworks in preparation
for the site to be handed over to
Lidl, who will complete the build of
their new store themselves. The leading value
supermarket can then vacate their current location
in the town centre.
Town centre progress
The demolition forms an important part of NewRiver’s
exciting plan to transform Burgess Hill town centre.
NewRiver’s development will create a lively and
vibrant town centre with the offer of new homes, a
10-screen Cineworld multiplex cinema, a 63-bed
Travelodge hotel as well as a new purpose built library
and landscaped public space. The town centre will be
significantly enhanced by an exciting new shopping and
12 MID SUSSEX MATTERS | WINTER 2017

dining area, featuring popular fashion brands
and restaurants including Next, Nando’s and stylish
restaurant Wildwood, which was confirmed as the latest
brand to join the line-up.
Further updates on the town centre progress will be
available on The Martlets website in the near future
www.themartletsshoppingcentre.co.uk/
regeneration-updates
Burgess Hill Update
The removal of the gasholder on Leylands Road is a very
visible sign that the work to redevelop Burgess Hill town
centre has started in earnest, However, the Town Centre
work is only one element of the regeneration of the
town. With 5000 homes being built and two new
business parks alongside the new town centre, there
is a lot that will be happening in Burgess Hill over the
coming months and years.
With this in mind we have recently run a competition
for the Burgess Hill community to choose a design which
incorporates the hopes of the community for the future
of the town as a badge to link together communications
around the new developments. We would like to thank
everyone who took the time to take part in the surveys
that influenced the design options and all those who
participated in the selection of the final choice.
You will soon start to see this design appearing around
the town, including:
• on site hoardings
• in literature
• at business events.

Battle of the brands
Burgess Hill supports ‘green’ option
Social Communications were appointed by the Council to help with a
strategic approach to communicating about the Burgess Hill developments
to residents and businesses. The creation of an overarching badge or brand
was the first stage of this work.
The team consulted with local councillors about the key priorities that need to
be reflected in any branding. At the same time, over 600 local residents took part
in street surveys held over August to help identify what the brand needs to say about
Burgess Hill - with many providing additional feedback.
From that process Social Communications developed several designs to underpin
communications and in late October they asked local residents to vote on which option should be developed
further. Polls opened on Wednesday 25 October and 743 people had their say at street survey events in the centre
of Burgess Hill, with a further 204 people voting online until midnight on Wednesday 8 November.
In what was a close race, the ‘green’ option has been chosen as the brand for the town’s regeneration, receiving
over 385 votes. We have now asked Social to develop this further and you will soon be able to find out more
information on www.burgesshill.net.

Results Table

324 131 385 107

Chairman’s Community Service AWARDS
The Council organised a celebratory event at the South of England Showground to
honour residents nominated for the Chairman’s Community Service Awards
for 2017. The event highlights the outstanding contributions local people make
to the Mid Sussex community.
The 2017 awards were presented by Councillor Bruce Forbes, Chairman of Mid Sussex
District Council and the High Sheriff of West Sussex, Lady Emma Barnard. The awards
recognised people from right across the District of Mid Sussex and here are just a few
stories from the 34 winners.
Full details of the winners and their stories can be found on www.midsussex.gov.uk

Front Row
• Christine Irwin • Barbara Baldwin • Catherine Snashall • Ruth Taylor • Sheila Preston • Mr Hewson
• Charlie Hewson • Sandie Sansom • Sharon Scott • Andrew Symonds • Steve Pond
Middle Row
• Rev. Dr. Caroline Currer • Rachel Du Feu • Linda Jones (accepting a posthumous award for Andy Jones)
• Rosemary Williams • Paul Taylor • Christine Field • Chairman, Cllr Bruce Forbes
• High Sheriff of West Sussex, Lady Emma Barnard • Bob Marchant • Gail Boustead • Frances Lancaster
• Mary Sheppard • Teresa Stephens
Back Row
• Alan Currer • Christopher Lambe • Frank Osborne (on behalf of The ConChord Big Band) • Tony Bristow
• Robert Atkins • Roy Cakebread • Robert Marsh • Peter Lake • Carolyn Barton • Phil Payne
• Victoria Chalmers MBE • Anna Sharkey • Pennie Burton • Colin Ward • Geoff Brailey
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Some winners in focus

Victoria Chalmers MBE was
nominated for the role she has
played in establishing the Time
4 Children charity. Based in Mid
Sussex, Time 4 Children provides
much needed emotional and
practical support for vulnerable
children in our communities, many
of whom have experienced severe
emotional trauma.

Phil Payne pushed his body to the
limit in order to raise thousands of
pounds for charity. In April 2017, he
rode non-stop for 30 hours to raise
funds for the NSPCC and in the past
Phil has run the Marathon des Sables,
a 6-day 251km ultramarathon across
the Sahara Desert. This year he
will be running the Brighton and
Stockholm marathons in aid of
the Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air
Ambulance.

Chris Lambe and his family run
the Hassocks Hotel and each year
they hold a leaving BBQ for the
village infant school. To help the
local community come together
Chris provides his hotel and
gardens as the venue for village
family fun days and this year he
will host the village Dog Show.
Chris also sponsors the local
football and netball teams, and
in the run up to Christmas he
provides free dinners for
pensioners.

Each year, Mid Sussex District
Council invites its Members and
Town and Parish Councils, to
nominate residents who dedicate
their time, skills and energy to
enhancing the quality of
community life.
Residents of Mid Sussex can also
nominate, so if you know someone
who you think deserves
recognition please let your
local Councillor know.
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Your Council

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Meetings of the Council are open to the public and are held in the Council Chamber, Oaklands, Haywards Heath RH16 1SS
unless stated otherwise.

2017

2018

05-Dec 7pm
Licensing Committee

15-Jan 4pm
Cabinet

07-Dec 2pm
District Planning Committee
08-Dec 10am
CenSus Joint Committee
13-Dec 7pm
Council

17-Jan 7pm
Scrutiny Committee for Community,
Housing and Planning
18-Jan 7pm
Planning Committee B

14-Dec 7pm
Planning Committee A

25-Jan 2pm
District Planning Committee

Planning Committees A and B are district wide
committees. Which committee an application
goes to is dependent on the timetable
for determination. The District Planning
Committee is for larger schemes where an
application consists of 50 or more residential
units, or more than 2,000 square metres
of other development.www.midsussex.gov.uk/
council Committee Services can be
contacted on 01444 477225

30-Jan 7pm
Scrutiny Committee for Leader,
Resources and Economic Growth
31-Jan 7pm
Council

Council meetings – having your say
Did you know that members of the public are able to ask
questions of our Councillors and the Council at the start
of each Full Council meeting?
If you would like to ask a question as a
Full Council meeting then all you have
to do is contact our Senior Member
Services Officer. You will need to provide
them with a written copy of your question
(a maximum of 100 words) by no later
than 1pm on the day before the meeting.
You need to be present at the start of the
meeting and, once you have received a
response, you have the opportunity to
ask one supplementary question.
16 MID SUSSEX MATTERS | WINTER 2017

Full details of the procedure are
published in our Constitution
in Part 4 Rule 9.
For further information please email
committees@midsussex.gov.uk or call
our Senior Member Services Officer on
01444 477225.

01-Feb 7pm
Planning Committee A
13-Feb 7pm
Scrutiny Committee for Customer
Services and Service Delivery
14-Feb 7pm
Licensing Committee
15-Feb 7pm
Planning Committee B
19-Feb 4pm
Cabinet
22-Feb 2pm
District Planning Committee
27-Feb 7pm
Audit Committee
28-Feb 7pm
Council (Budget)

Energy MATTERS

Electric car chargers upgraded in public car parks
Electric cars are in the news right now amidst rising
concerns over diesel vehicles, poor air quality and
Carbon dioxide emissions from transport.
The Government is supporting the roll out of electric
vehicles and charging infrastructure through grants
and incentives. They have also recently announced
a proposal for a ban on all new sales of diesel and
petrol vehicles from 2040.
Mid Sussex District Council has upgraded to fast
electric car chargers in its public car parks in
Burgess Hill, East Grinstead and Haywards Heath.

The new fast chargers can charge about two
and half times faster than the previous chargers.
This gives the ability to charge a car from empty to
full in 3-4 hours, fitting in better with current
short-term parking regulations and enabling drivers
to make better use of the car parks.
The free chargers are administered by Charge Your
Car (CYC). To use them you need either a CYC or
Polar card or an app which allows access to these
chargers.

The fast and dangerous traffic makes it difficult to collect rubbish
We have worked with Highways England, A one+ and Serco to clear the verges

49 NIGHT
CLOSURES

9.5 TONNES
OF WASTE
COLLECTED

SAVINGS OF £18K IF WASTE WAS PROPERLY
DISPOSED OF BY ROAD USERS
REMEMBER, TAKE YOUR RUBBISH HOME.
MIDSUSSEX.GOV.UK

Waste MATTERS

Presents time!

• Wrapping paper (but not the
shiny plastic paper please!)
• Gift tags
• Cardboard packing boxes
• Moulded plastic protective 		
packaging from presents like
toys, electronics, tools
• Christmas cards
No thank you - batteries

Don’t forget your recycling
on Christmas Day!
Everything clean please. This may
take a couple of minutes of your time
but it means the recycling is of high
quality.

Dinner time!

• Paper and card from crackers
• Cranberry sauce jars
• Foil trays – as long as they 		
are clean
• Glass Champagne bottles
• Glass wine bottles
• Juice cartons
• Paper hats
No thank you - paper
serviettes or kitchen towels

Dessert, our favourite!
•
•
•
•

Tin foil mince pies cases
Plastic cream pots
Custard cartons
Cream aerosols
(make sure it’s empty!)
• Brandy sauce plastic tub
• Cardboard boxes from
gateaux
• Plastic or card ice cream
tubs and their lid
No thank you - cling film

Christmas tea

After dinner

• Coffee jar
• Plastic tubs or cardboard boxes 		
from chocolates
• Foil and plastic blister packs 		
from indigestion tablets! (did you 		
over do it?)
• Plastic washing up liquid bottles
No thank you - plastic sweet wrappers

•
•
•
•
•
•

Plastic pots from dips
Plastic soft drink bottles
Plastic trays from sliced meats & cheeses
Glass jars from chutneys
Round cardboard crisp tubes
Plastic trays from boxes and their
cardboard box
No thank you - crisp packets

Thank you for recycling over Christmas!
Any queries to wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk
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Weight off workshops
Make your way towards a healthier lifestyle with
Mid Sussex Wellbeing.
Our Weight off Workshops will build your confidence
to make positive food choices, engage in more
activity and work towards a sustainable weight loss.
By completing our 12 week course, you will be
motivated to make and maintain a healthy balanced
lifestyle all for just £20.

Are you concerned about
developing Type 2 Diabetes?
The Mid Sussex Wellbeing Team run a regular
series of free talks over half a day to empower you
to reduce your risk of developing the disease
through making lifestyle changes.
By making small and manageable changes to diet,
activity and other aspects of your lifestyle, you can fight
the risk factors that may make you more vulnerable.

The tutors have truly been amazing, so kind and
understanding in a really accepting way, I had not
once felt judgement. So crucial to being helpful with
behaviour change. Sarah Steely, Burgess Hill
The course equips you to understand food, label
reading, fat and how making sensible choices can help
you lose weight. Henry Brennan, Haywards Heath
Our courses run across Mid Sussex at a variety of
times so call the Wellbeing Team on 01444 477191 or
email wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk to book your place.

I found your pre-diabetes course of great interest. I am
delighted to report that my blood sugar has fallen
from 6.1 to 5.2, which is fantastic news. I don’t feel
as if I can relax just yet as I want now to get fitter and
slimmer! A lot more hard work to go. Thank you for all
your help, such a wonderful service.
Why not join us for one of these free half-day talks:
• Friday 8th December, 9.45 - 12.45, East Grinstead
Library, East Grinstead
• Wednesday 13th Dec, 18:30 - 21:30, St Johns
Pavilion, Burgess Hill
Additional talks will be available in the New Year.
If you are concerned about developing
Type 2 Diabetes call 01444 477191 or email
wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk to book your place.

Diabetes facts
In England, obese adults
are five times more likely
to be diagnosed with
diabetes than adults
of a healthy weight.

The number of people
living with diabetes in
the UK has tipped over
the 4 million mark for the
first time, Diabetes UK
said this year.

People with diabetes are at a
greater risk of a range of chronic
health conditions including
cardiovascular disease,
blindness, amputation, kidney
disease and depression.
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COMPETITION
WIN WIN WIN

Free table for you and up to 8 of your friends at the
Seriously Funny Comedy Club this December
The only thing that beats having a rip roaring night of
hilarity, is having a rip roaring night of hilarity absolutely
FREE! Well here the opportunity awaits, as the Seriously
Funny Comedy Club at Clair Hall are giving away a
FREE table at their December show on Friday 22nd
December for you and up to 8 of your friends.

Want to win a table for you and up to
8 of your friends at the Seriously
Funny Comedy Club this December?
Visit our website at www.clairhall.org
and enter our prize draw competition.
We’ll pick a winner at random and notify
them by email on Friday 8th December.
Terms apply. GOOD LUCK!

Seriously Funny Comedy Club is at Clair Hall,
Haywards Heath. Doors open at 7.30pm,
show starts at 8.00pm.

If you haven’t been to a show before you are
missing out on one of the best live and local
nights out! The Seriously Funny Comedy Club
isn’t short of comedic talent either, who have
stepped up onto the Clair Hall stage and spouted
their funnies – past acts have included Mikey
Flannigan, Michael Mcintyre and Josh Widdicombe before they reached their giddy stadium
heights. We like to think of ourselves at ‘little ole’
Clair Hall as the stepping stone to comedy stardom!

Tickets £9 in advance or £11 on the door.
For more information or to book visit
www.clairhall.org
Terms.
Free table only valid for the performance on
Friday 22nd December. No cash alternative.
Non transferable. General manager reserves
the right to remove the competition at any
stage.

You can catch a laughter packed comedy night once
a month, with over two hours of the latest stand up
talent.

Y E
Y!
TR OR UY DA
F B O
BE U E T
YOOR
ST

MOBILITY EXPERTS

IN

YOUR LOCAL

A new era for…

Stairlifts

Scooters

£1,795*

£799*

from

from

SPECIALISTS IN...

Powerchairs
Wheelchairs
Bath Lifts

Over the past year, we’ve been in consultation
with the local community, hospice staff and other
stakeholders about the look and feel of our hospice.

After ten years of our existing brand, we’ve changed
and updated our identity to better reflect our values
and ethos, give us a louder voice in the community,
and to make sure we’re in the best possible position
to respond to the growing demand for our care.
Find out more at www.stpeter-stjames.org.uk
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Living Aids
Registered charity no: 1056114

Research and feedback told us that not enough people
know who we are or the many ways in which our expert
services can help. This also impacts on our fundraising
– if people don’t know about us, they can’t support us.

Profiling Beds

Riser
Recliners
from

£569

*

Walking Aids
Incontinence

Burgess Hill
21 Albert Drive
Burgess Hill
RH15 9TN

*Price excludes VAT and is available to those with a long term medical condition and
on the completion of a declaration.

01444 253 300

11 SHOWROOMS across the South East
Browse and shop online at www.clearwellmobility.co.uk

Food Hygiene Ratings - Out and ABOUT
Supporting good food locally
Fancy a snack?
Eating out with friends and family?
Night in with a takeaway?
Part of our role as a local authority is to check on
food venues and help local businesses to keep
up standards and achieve high ratings. We spoke
to Stephanie Chadwick of On The Park in Burgess
Hill to see how it all works.
What does the rating
process involve?

“Environmental Health
came to our shop to check
food systems and how we
handle and store food to
ensure it is all safe and that
we had processes in place
to sustain this. We were
a new business so had a
lot of training, reading and
actions to get through in
order to ensure that we
more than complied with
the regulations and
expectations.”

Were you nervous?

“A little nervous as clearly we wanted to pass and
be able to get on with our business confidently,
comfortable in the knowledge that we were doing
the right things across the board as it relates to
Environmental Health and the welfare of our customers.”

inspection outcomes,
I do believe that customer
really do look at these
stickers as a confirmation
of the cleanliness and
food safety of a business.
You can have all the
ambience, menu range
and character you want,
but if you can’t give that
clear confirmation of
standards, none of
that will work.”
Background
The Food Hygiene Rating Scheme (FHRS) helps
you choose where to eat out or shop for food by
telling you how seriously the business takes their
food hygiene standards. The scheme is run by local
authorities in England, Northern Ireland and Wales
and applies to restaurants, pubs, cafes, takeaways,
hotels, supermarkets and other food shops.
You can check a venue’s rating on the Food
Hygiene Rating scheme easily at www.food.gov.uk

for family and friend carers

Do you look after someone with
a disability or long term illness?

Was there anything in particular you found out?

“I expected that we would talk about things like our
paperwork, food labelling, preparation and storage
processes but we also found that they were interested
in the shop layout, state of the building, lighting and
things like ventilation.
“What we also found fascinating is that all of these
standards have carried over into our personal homes
and we look at all of these things through completely
different lenses - it’s very interesting how this all
becomes ingrained in your mind, even outside of the
business - this is a good thing!“

Do you think customers
look at the FHRS's
stickers?

“Given the public credibility of
the FHRS and MSDC

Call us
0300
028 8888
carerssupport.org.uk
Registered Charity 1123359
Company No. 6418743

info@carerssupport.org.uk
fb: carers support west sussex
twitter: @carerswsussex

Please contact us for information & advice
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Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead,
RH19 3BS
01342 302000
www.chequermead.org.uk

Beauty and the Beast Pantomime
16-31 December, £58 (family),
£16/£14.50
This spectacular show has all the
elements you’d expect from a
professional pantomime and oodles
of silliness to boot!

Henry VIII - The First Brexiteer?
30 November, 7.30pm, £16/£14
In this lecture David Starkey draws on
his unique knowledge of Henry’s reign
on the one hand, and his insights as
a leading commentator on modern
politics on the other, to illuminate
both the Tudor age and our own.

An Evening with Arsenal Legends
6 February 2018, 8pm, £30
Come and join Paul Merson, Alan
Smith (both now Sky Sports pundits)
and Perry Groves as they discuss
games, dressing room/training
ground stories, managers, fall outs
and everything you wanted to know
about playing for a successful football
club!

Last Night of the Christmas Proms
2 December, 7pm, £15/£8
East Grinstead Choral Society presents
its very own take on this highly popular
musical occasion, but with a seasonal
twist. You can expect all your favourite
carols and other festive music, but you
might be in for a surprise in the finale!
A Concert of Christmas
5 December, 2pm, £5/£4
The Forest Row Lifeboat Choir was
formed in 1946 after the loss of the
Rye Harbour Lifeboat, “Mary Stanford”
and her 17 crew in 1928. The brother
of a crew member lived in Forest Row,
met the village postman and moved by
the disaster, they formed the choir to
sing carols to raise funds for the RNLI,
and they continue to do so to this day.
Young Marx
7 December, 7pm, £14/£12
NT Live. Broadcast live from The Bridge
Theatre, London, this new comedy
written by Richard Bean and directed
by Nicholas Hytner, stars Rory Kinnear
as Marx and Oliver Chris as Engels.
East Grinstead Christmas
Comedy Gala
8 December, 7.30pm, £16/£14
Headliner James Acaster, a master of
whimsical comedy is joined by Lloyd
Griffith and Jade Adams.
West End at Christmas
9 December, 7.30pm, £18/£16
Stars from the West End present a
magical evening of entertainment
featuring hits from the musicals and
the best of Christmas song.

Bon Giovi –
the premier
tribute band to
Bon Jovi
9 February,
7.30pm, £18/£17
Premier look-alike and sound-alike
tribute to Jersey
rockers Bon Jovi. Formed in August
1999, the band have over 16 years of
UK and International touring experience.
Fronted by the UK’s leading Jon Bon
Jovi impersonator Andrea Ojano.
George Egg –
DIY Chef
23 February, 7.30pm,
£14/£12
Following sell out
Edinburgh Fringe runs in
2015 and 2016 plus a
sell out UK tour, award
winning comedian George
Egg (the ‘Anarchist Cook’)
returns with a brand new show
demonstrating more live cooking and
laugh-out-loud comedy.
50 Years of Bowie
24 February, 7pm,
£18.50
This brand new
stage show presents
a musical journey
through the iconic
singer’s ever
changing personas - from
A to Z (Absolute Beginners to Ziggy!)
with Stations to Station in between.
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Jason Donovan and his
Amazing Midlife Crisis
23 March, 8pm, £25
At aged 49½ and with
a wealth of tantalising
tales under his belt, this
autobiographical takes
Jason’s looming 50th
birthday as its starting
point and zigzags back and forth
through his life. Hear some new
stories (and possibly one or two you’ve
heard before!) plus some of the songs
you know and love.
Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath,
RH16 3DN
01444 455440
www.placesforpeopleleisure.or
Vienna Festival Ballet
15 December,
7.30pm,
£19.50/£15
Be swept away on
a magical
adventure in one of the most famous
classical ballets of all time – The
Nutcracker. Vienne Festival Ballet
present this combination of
enchanting choreography and
unforgettable music, a Christmas
treat like no other.
Big Band
at Christmas
20 December,
7.30pm, £16/£14
Swing ‘n’ sing-along
into Christmas - with the unique Five
Star Swing Big Band show. Enjoy all
your favourite Christmas songs with
the dynamic Big Band treatment from
Glenn Miller, Sinatra, Basie and Nat
King Cole - jazzing up those Jingle
Bells!
Seriously Funny Comedy Club
22 December, 7.30pm, £9 in
advance, £11 on the night
There is nothing like LIVE stand up
comedy! During its comedy seasons
Clair Hall has hosted some fantastic
acts before they reached their giddy
stadium heights, including Michael
McIntyre, Rhod Gilbert and Micky
Flannigan! Acts TBC.
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You can look for events or add information
about your own at www.midsussex.gov.uk/events

Someone
Like You
11 May 2018,
7.30pm, £18/20
Touring UK theatres
for the very first time, ‘Someone
Like You (The Adele Songbook)’ is
an immaculate celebration of one
of our generation’s finest singersongwriters. Hand-picked by Adele
herself on Graham Norton’s BBC
‘Adele’ Special, the outstanding Katie
Markham has the show stopping voice
and captivating charisma to deliver all
your favourite Adele hits in an enthralling concert performance.
Chicago Blues Brothers
26 May, 7.30pm, £22
Back with a brand new production
and an all new elaborate stage-set
the Chicago Blues Brothers are
taking you back to 1980 to finish
the concert at the Palace Ballroom
Hotel. The show is a powerhouse
two-hour song-fest with over 40 hits.
‘Tight, Classy & Brassy’ - Time Out.
‘Fun & Infectious’ - The Stage.
Martlets Hall
Civic Way
Burgess Hill
RH15 9NN
01444 242888
www.placesforpeopleleisure.org
We Three Kings of Rock ‘n’ Roll
9 December, 7.30pm, £18/£17
A two-hour uplifting Rock’ n’ Roll Show
that will have you dancing in the isles
to all the favourites from Billy Fury,
Buddy Holly and Elvis. With all the
Christmas hits from ‘Santa Bring My
Baby Back to Me’, ‘Jingle Bell Rock’,
‘Run Rudolf Run’, plus many more!
Show of Hands
5 May 2018, 8pm, £22/£20
A leading force in British folk,
Steve Knightley and Phil Beer are
respectively recognised as one of
the UK’s best singer songwriter
teams, and fine multi-instrumentalists.
Without frills or fanfares they have
carved a unique niche built on a
carefully constructed cottage industry
and become one of the most
in-demand bands on the circuit.

International & Antiques
Collectors Fair
16th (£20) and 17th (£5) Jan,
Tuesday’s admission gives free
admission on Wednesday.
Antiques and collectables, antique
furniture, vintage clothing and
fabrics, architectural salvage,
reclamation or just something
stylish for your home, IACF has it
all! Call 01636 702326 for more
information.

Other Events
Christmas Street
Festival
8 December,
6-8pm
Christmas stalls and
festivities.
Cuckfield High Street
RH17 5JU
Christmas Tree Festival
8-10 December, £5 under 16s free
Local schools, shops, businesses,
clubs and societies are invited to
decorate a Christmas tree which is
displayed in Holy Trinity Church in
Cuckfield. This year’s charity is
Chailey Heritage. Visit the website
for details of accompanying music
programme www.cuckfieldctf.org.uk
Holy Trinity Church, Church Street,
Cuckfield RH17 5JZ

Grosvenor Exhibitions Quilt Fair
26 – 28 January, £8 / £7 / £3
Patchwork and quilting, craft and
needlework fair. Enjoy shopping with
a diverse selection of exhibitors,
participate in hands-on workshops
and enjoy an inspirational variety
of quilts on display in our feature
displays and competitions.
Visit www.grosvenorshows.co.uk
or call 01775 722900 for more
information.

Christmas Cabaret
8-9 December, tickets tbc
This time Cabaret will be themed on
the Swinging Sixties, so it’s going to
be Groovy Baby…
Queen’s Hall, High Street, Cuckfield
RH17 5EL
www.eastgrinsteadmuseum.org.uk
www.bordehill.co.uk
tourism@eastgrinstead.gov.uk
suevirgoe@aol.com

HO-HO-HOBurgess Hill District
Lions Club will be hosting Santa
as he meets children in the town
and spreads a little magic. Santa
will be at The Martlets Shopping
Centre (opposite Lidl) from 18
Nov – 24 Dec.For £4 each child
will get the chance to talk to
Santa receive a present and
can take a photo. All funds go
towards Lions local projects.

South of England Showground
Ardingly,
West Sussex,
RH17 6TL
Best Parties Ever –
Christmas
Parties
Throughout
December,
from £37.50
To book visit www.bestpartiesever.com
or call 0844 499 4040 for more
information.
Mid Sussex Auctions General sale
8 – 9 Dec, 12-13 Jan 2018,
9-10 Feb
Regular auctions of antiques,
collectables and fine art. Friday is
the preview day and Saturday the
auction. Call 01444 819100 for
more information.

Lions organisations work to raise
money for the local community.
BH District Lions recently raised
£1270 at their recent Prostate
Cancer awareness event which
was visited by 335 residents.
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Key contacts for Council Services:

KENT

SURREY

www.midsussex.gov.uk
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk
Mid Sussex District Council
@MSDCnews

EAST GRINSTEAD

CRAWLEY

HORSHAM

Reception open
Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm
Friday
8.45am - 4.15pm

MID SUSSEX
D.C
HAYWARDS HEATH

WEST SUSSEX

BURGESS HILL

EAST SUSSEX

Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road,
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

LEWES

WORTHING

Telephone: 01444 458166

BRIGHTON

For emergencies outside office hours call 0845 602 1035.

Waste and Recycling date changes
Waste and recycling collection days will change for two weeks over the Christmas and New Year period
(Monday 25th December until Friday 5th January 2018). Collections return to normal from Monday 8th January.
The festive bin collection changes are as follows:Normal collection date
Monday
25th Dec
Tuesday
26th Dec
Wednesday 27th Dec
Thursday
28th Dec
Friday
29th Dec
Monday
1st Jan ‘18
Tuesday
2nd Jan
Wednesday 3rd Jan
Thursday
4th Jan
Friday
5th Jan

Will be collected on
Saturday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

23rd Dec
27th Dec
28th Dec
29th Dec
30th Dec
2nd Jan ‘18
3rd Jan
4th Jan
5th Jan
6th Jan

Garden Waste

There will be no garden waste collections between Monday 25th December and
Friday 5th January 2018.

Christmas Trees

Residents with a real Christmas tree can recycle it in their garden waste bin as
long as the lid can be closed. Alternatively, the Council provides lots of sites where
residents can drop off a tree for recycling. To see the details of dates and locations,
go to www.midsussex.gov.uk/treerecycling Sites are open between Saturday 30th
December and Friday 12th January 2018.

In your next Issue
Budget information and Council plans, Burgess Hill update, grants applications, housing update and lots more...

