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Win - £450 of vouchers 
to be won!

Grant awards for  
local businesses

£14.9m boost for Burgess 
Hill infrastructure
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To win up to £100, 
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easiest way to introduce 
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Mid Sussex Matters is sent to all residents and provides  
you with information about our services. Published by the  

Communications Team, Mid Sussex District Council,  
Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS.

Design and layout by Nicolette Leckie: 07521 477 759
Printed by Storm Print & Design: www.stormprintanddesign.co.uk

70,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, East  
Grinstead, Haywards Heath and Mid Sussex villages.

This magazine is delivered by the Royal Mail according to local  
postcode boundaries. From time to time these exceed the authority 

boundaries, but we hope that even if you live outside of Mid Sussex, 
you will still find something of interest within these pages.

Editorial 01444 477240 
Advertising 01444 477240

Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk

You can find Mid Sussex District Council 
on     or on     @MSDCnews.

Next issue out from 17 July 2017.

Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation 
by Mid Sussex District Council of the products or services offered or 

the organisations involved, nor will the Council incur any  
liability whatsoever for any claim relating to them.

As a Council, we know the 
importance of taking a 
long-term view. Ensuring 

the Council plans over the long 
term means that we can provide 
the services our residents need. 
This planning is underpinned by 
a strong grasp of  finances so that 
we can invest in places and people. 
This financial stability is hard won and 
provides a solid foundation for our future 
plans.

As we go to press we are working through our budget process. For the last 
five years we have frozen Council Tax. In a time of austerity this was exactly 
the right thing to do to help families through harder financial times. Our job 
now is to consider the future and so, to maintain financial stability, we are 
proposing a 1.99% increase in Council Tax, this is £3.06/year for a band  
D property. This money will mean that we can continue to invest in places 
and people.

We take the same approach when working with the voluntary groups that 
make such a difference to our communities across Mid Sussex. We’ve 
awarded grants that cover three years so that groups can invest and plan 
their work with certainty, without worrying about funding for the next year. 

Similarly, through stable finances we can maintain support for a large range 
of local groups through our grants programmes.  Our recent round of awards 
is particularly large and varied, supporting a wide range of projects from play 
equipment to local history talks. This all helps to keep the area vibrant, alive 
and active. 

Our comprehensive business grant programme under our Open4Business 
work supports the growth of local businesses in Mid Sussex. Whether it’s 
through micro business support grants, start-up advice and, alongside  
partners, larger loans to support significant growth. This money has  
helped to provide new jobs and training opportunities. All of this adds to  
the economic health of the District.

Alongside West Sussex County Council we have secured £14.9million  
investment for Burgess Hill infrastructure, just a small part of what will be 
almost £1 billion investment from the public and private sector.

It’s these investments that will pay off in the longer term, supporting our 
work to continue to keep Mid Sussex a vibrant place with a strong  
economy, healthy environment and resilient communities.

     Cllr Garry Wall
Leader, Mid Sussex District Council

WELCOME TO THE  
SPRING EDITION OF  
MID SUSSEX MATTERS.

CONTENTSCOMMENT
Leader’s

SPRING 2017 EDITION

  Local News   ................................................
  Waste Matters  ............................................
  Youth Matters   ............................................
  Voting Matters  ............................................
  Keeping in touch Matters  ..........................
  Gardening Matters  .....................................
  2016 in numbers  .......................................
 Council priorities 17/18  ............................
  Building Business Matters  ........................
  Grants Matters  ...........................................
  Out and About  ............................................
  Your Council  ................................................
  Wellbeing  ....................................................
  Sports Matters  ...........................................
  What’s On  ...................................................

04/05

06

07

08

09

10/11

12

13

14

15

16/17

18

19

21

22/23

Cover and Play Out photos  
by Photography Fairy   
www.facebook.com/PhotographyFairySussex

If you need this publication in  
another language or format  
please call 01444 458166.

   90   0

         

     
    
  

               
               
            

         
        

           
       

      
   

      
     

     
     

      
     

  

   
       

   
   
      

       
      
     

                    

 
      

    

     
    

 
      

     
   

               

W n  £ 50 f v u he s 
o be w n!

G an  aw r s f r 
l c l b s n s es

14 m b o t o  Bu g ss 
i  i r s r c u e

Playing out
Supporting our 
community with 
funding and fun

Playing out
Supporting our 
community with 
funding and fun

G 16

      

           

   

           

          

          

            

      

           

       

            

      

          
         
    

        
      

          
  

     
     
    
   

 

 

    



Local NEWS

 

Plans for Burgess Hill took another step forward as  
a £14.9 funding package for transport and other  
infrastructure in the town was approved. The news 
comes from the latest round of awards from the Local 
Growth Fund run by the Department of Communities 
and Local Government (DCLG) and was secured with 
support from WSCC. 
The aim of the project is to improve connections 
across the town, improving traffic flows as well as  
providing new infrastructure to build a more sustainable 
transport package for Burgess Hill and the surrounding 
area. Key elements are likely to include:  
• building capacity and improvement to road  
 management systems and junctions 
• integrated transport solutions, including bus and  
 interchange improvements 
• new cycle and pedestrian ways linking new  
 developments to the town centre, improve existing   
 cycle/footpaths and a new cycle path to link  
 Burgess Hill and Haywards Heath. 

 

This funding is in addition to the £16.96m secured  
from the Local Growth Fund to assist with the  
upgrading of the A2300.
 
Burgess Hill will see significant growth over the next  
15 years with investment from both the private and  
public sector including around 5000 new homes,  
two new business parks and a new town centre.  
This latest award from the Government is vital in  
supporting the delivery of a sustainable transport  
package that will link together the areas of  
development, the business parks and the town  
centre.

Boost for Burgess Hill plans
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Free, monthly Sunday afternoon tea parties are 
taking place in Mid Sussex for older people aged 75 
or over who live alone. 
The tea parties are organised by local volunteers 
who provide a warm welcome, lots of tea and cake 
and, most importantly, a friendly face to talk to. 
Many older people who use the service seldom see 
other people so the tea parties are a way for them 
to make friends in their local community, enjoy a day 
out and feel part of a group.
The tea parties are free to attend and transport is 
provided. The same small group of people meet 
each month meaning everyone gets to know each 
other very well. Locals can also get involved by  
become volunteer tea party hosts or drivers for a 
small commitment of just once a month.

Residents in Mid Sussex who are aged 75 or  
over and who live alone, or those wanting to  
volunteer, are welcome to get in touch with Julia 
Rivas on 01273 805451 or email  
Julia.rivas@contact-the-elderly.org.uk 

Tea, cake and conversation  
in Mid Sussex

An new edition of the Community Connections Directory 
has been launched both online and in printed form. 
The directory contains contact information to help 
older residents get assistance with a range of  
issues including managing money, maintaining  
independence and the availability of social activities to 
support with housing issues.
The printed Directory is available from Council offices, 
libraries and Help Points. 
The new online version will allow groups to update 
their own service information, meaning the details are 
the most accurate and up-to-date possible.  

New Community Connections

You can find the online version on  
www.midsussex.gov.uk

For more information contact the Mid Sussex Wellbeing 
Team on healthy@midsussex.gov.uk, call 01444 477191, 

or visit www.midsussexwellbeing.org.uk

Chairman Cllr Peter Reed and  
colleagues celebrate the new edition.



Local NEWS

Council Tax 17/18

Mid Sussex District Council has budgeted for a modest 
increase to ensure local services are fully funded.  
A Council Tax increase of 1.99%, the equivalent of 
£3.06 per year for an average Band D property, is  
proposed in the budget for 
2017/18. Parking charges will 
remain unchanged.
Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/
corporateplan for full details 
after the budget is approved.

We want to keep you up to date with all the projects and activities in your community. 

• Mid Sussex Matters – published 3 times each year 
• Our website - www.midsussex.gov.uk  
 Twitter – follow us @MSDCnews or the Rangers on @MSDCrangers
 Facebook – find us at facebook/MidSussexDistrictCouncil 
You can sign up to a free online version of MSM which comes out between paper editions 
by submitting your email at www.midsussex.gov.uk/msm 

National CSE Day 18 March 2017 

We want to make sure that Mid Sussex is a safe place 
for our children to grow up. As part of this we are working 
on a campaign to raise awareness of safeguarding and 
CSE in our communities. 

Saturday the 18th of March is National Child Sexual 
Exploitation (CSE) Awareness Day.  CSE is the exploitation 
of children and young people, where they are forced or 
manipulated into sexual activity. CSE may be through 
inappropriate relationships, peer on peer exploitation 
or through organised networks. You can read more 
about the signs on our safeguarding pages of the 
MSDC website, including knowing the signs and what 
to do if you are worried about a child.

As a Council and Community we can disrupt and deter 
those who place our children at risk by knowing the 
signs, being aware and showing our commitment 
to safeguarding children and young people.  In the 
coming months we will be developing a campaign to 
highlight this issue. #HelpingHands #StopCSE

The wait is over!
We first revealed plans for a new Waitrose in Haywards 
Heath in our Spring 2013 edition. Now the wait is over 
and the new store will open on 30 March.
The Waitrose is part of a redevelopment of the station 
area and will be part of a fresh look to greet those  
returning or visiting for the first time.

Mid Sussex Marathon 2017

This year’s Mid Sussex Marathon is to be held over  
the 29th and 30th April and Bank Holiday Monday  
1st May. Run one, two or all three races, the choice  
is yours.
East Grinstead 10 mile, Haywards Heath 10 mile and 
Burgess Hill 10k combine to make the traditional
marathon distance.
A new set of medals have been  designed for each 
individual race which will fit together to form a special 
medal for those completing all three races and  
therefore the Marathon itself.

Mid Sussex Mile
If you would prefer a shorter distance then why not 
try the Mid Sussex Mile, perfect for children and also 
adults who are looking to get back into exercise or 
pick up a new hobby. The Mile races start at 9.30am, 
followed by the main races at 10.30am.

If you can’t run but would like to be part of the fun – 
volunteers are needed to help over the weekend at 
water stations and marshalling points.  
Please contact simon@activehousesolutions.co.uk
www.midsussexmarathonweekend.co.uk 

Mid Sussex District Council is 
working in partnership with  
our three towns to organise a 
dementia awareness event  
with Virtual Dementia Tours  
on Tuesday May 16th at  
Clair Hall. Save the date!



     

 

Why?
There is no ‘away’, when you throw something 
away it has to go somewhere.

         Waste disposal is expensive.

Based on 2015 – 16 figures if 1 in 4 households across Mid Sussex 
made just 1% less general waste this would mean 68 tonnes less 
waste a year!  

This cost of sending waste to landfill would be reduced by £5,500 and 
there would be 68 tonnes less of waste buried in the ground!

Electrical items
go to recycling site at 

Burgess Hill or 
East Grinstead

Textiles
go to charity shops 
or clothes banks

Shoes
go to charity 

shops or shoe 
banks

Bubble wrap,  
plant pots, toys, 
lamp shades,  

pans etc. People are 
looking for all kinds 

of things on 
give-away sites

ilovefreegle.com and 
freecycle.org

Think before you throw!

Garden waste 
use a compost 

bin or subscribe 
to the 

collection service

www.midsussex.gov.uk/
gardenwaste

Food waste
use a compost 
bin or a food 

waste digester

getcomposting.com

Slim your bin into spring!



Recently the MSDC Better Young Lives Partners Group 
went to visit the Camelia Botnar Foundation.

The Foundation, based near Cowfold, was set up by  
Octav Botnar and his wife in 1979 in memory of their 
only child Camelia who died aged 20. It provides 
residential training and work experience helping young 
people in difficulty to learn a skilled trade. This will  
allow them to embark on a useful career path and  
successfully make their own way in life.

Any committed young person experiencing  
disadvantage can apply as long as they are aged  
16-19 and have left full time schooling. 

During their tour, the visitors observed the metalwork, 
carpentry and pottery departments and were all very 
impressed with the quality of the resource, level of  
expertise of the trainers and the commitment of the 
young people. Other taught trades included catering, 
painting and decorating and horticulture.

Youth MATTERS
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Youth Awards – nominations are open

To find out more information please contact:  
Sean Towes, Camelia Botnar Foundation,  
Maplehurst Road, Cowfold, RH13 8DQ or  
sally.blackmore@midsussex.gov.uk

Getting a second chance at success

Many young people give up their time and effort to make 
Mid Sussex a better place and we think it’s important to 
recognise these exceptional individuals. The Mid Sussex 
Young Volunteer of the Year Awards aims to give these 
outstanding individuals their moment in the spotlight.  

Do you know of any young person who has done  
something positive in your local community?

There are three categories for nominations 
1. Young Community Volunteer
Recognising those young people who have made a 
difference in their local community.
2.  Young Leader
Awarded to a young person who has demonstrated their 
leadership in a project or organisation.

3.  Young Achiever
Against all the odds, someone who has overcome  
significant obstacles and made a positive difference  
to their own lives or to other young people through  
education, campaigning or helping another overcome  
a difficult situation or personal problem. 
Peer Assessed Award 
This year we are introducing the Peer Assessed Award.  
All nominees will get the opportunity to vote for their  
favourite young volunteer amongst the nominations  
received. Those who receive the most votes will be  
awarded the Peer Assessed Award. 
If you know of a young person aged 14 -21 years who is 
devoted to helping others, the community or has made an 
exceptional achievement, why not nominate them for an 
award? 
Deadline for nominations is Friday 12th May. All shortlisted 
young people will be invited to the Awards Ceremony  
on Tuesday 6th June at 4pm when the winners will  
be announced and awards will be presented by the  
Chairman of MSDC. 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/youthawards
Contact regina.choudhury@midsussex.gov.uk  
or call 01444 477495 

Case study 

“Sarah joined as a Catering trainee in July 2014, aged 17 

years old. She was keen to move away from her chaotic 

living situation and apply herself in a trade. 

Sarah was trained by our highly skilled Head Chef and one 

day a week she would go to college where she gained an 

NVQ level 2 in Catering. She also gained valuable work 

experience in our Garden Centre. 

After two years she had managed to save over £1000, 

which was paid into her bank account on her leaving date, 

to help her gain independence.

Despite some ups and downs along the way at the end of 

Sarah’s training she went on to be offered employment in 

a Michelin starred restaurant.

Sarah certainly made the most of her second chance of 

success”.   

Sean Towes, Admissions Administrator 
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What does WSCC do?
West Sussex County Council is responsible across the 
County (including in Mid Sussex) for services such 
as libraries, social care and public health, education, 
adoption and fostering, roads, highway maintenance, 
birth, marriage and death registry, fire emergencies and 
crime, and public paths. www.westsussex.gov.uk

On Thursday 4th May 2017, voters of Mid Sussex will 
elect one Councillor to serve each of its 12 electoral 
divisions. 

Thinking of standing for election? 

Are you keen to help and bring change to your  
community? 

Have you ever thought of standing for election?

Becoming a councillor gives you the chance to make a 
huge difference to the quality of life for people in your 
local area. It’s a role that requires hard work and  
commitment but the results are very rewarding.
The councillor’s role centres around community  
leadership and engagement, and responsibilities  
include:
• representing the ward for which they are elected

• decision-making - developing and reviewing council  
 policy

• scrutinising decisions taken by the councillors on  
 the executive or cabinet

• regulatory, quasi-judicial and statutory duties

You can find full details about eligibility and how  
you can stand as in independent candidate or  
representing a political party on the gov.uk website  
or at beacouncillor.co.uk

Nominations to stand as a candidate in the WSCC 
election close at 4pm on Tuesday 4th April 2017.

For a nomination pack go to www.midsussex.gov.uk/
elections/west-sussex-county-council-election-2017

Voting MATTERS

The voter registration deadline to be able to vote in the 
WSCC elections is Thursday 13 April 2017. 

Visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote to register  
online or contact us on 01444 477003.

Elections for West Sussex  
County Council   
Thu 4 May 2017



*Children under 16 free when accompanied by a paying adult

Win a pair of tickets 
to the 50th South 
of England Show

This year the South of England Show is celebrating its 50th anniversary and the event 
is even bigger and better than ever, with lots of brand new entertainment as well 
as all the traditional attractions of the south east’s major agricultural show. 

Five lucky readers can win a pair of tickets 
worth £42 to this year’s South of England 
Show which takes place on 8, 9 & 10 June – 
and children under 16 can come along FREE!*

• Britain’s top equestrian stunt team 
The Devil’s Horsemen 

• Parades & displays of prize-winning 
cattle, sheep, pigs, goats & poultry

• Shetland Pony Grand National, 
Interhunt Relay & Cavalcade of Hounds

• City of Coventry Corps of Drums
• Street entertainers, face painting 

and a caricaturist

• Live music stage
• Acres of shopping and lots of 

delicious food & drink
• Heavy Horse Village
• Ardingly Eye Big Wheel & fairground

There’s no better place to enjoy the 
very best of the British countryside 
than the South of England Show!

Gates open 9am-6.30pm   •   South of England Showground, Ardingly RH17 6TL   •   www.seas.org.uk

COMPETITION QUESTION
Which anniversary is the South of 
England Show celebrating this year?

To enter the competition please 
send your answer to: 
msm@midsussex.gov.uk 
or MSM, Mid Sussex District Council, 
Oaklands, Haywards Heath RH16 1SS 
by Monday 15 May.

Keeping in touch MATTERS

Want to keep in touch with  
Mid Sussex matters?

In between our paper versions of MSM  
we also publish an online version,  
‘Mid Sussex Matters More’.

The online version contains lots of up to date 
local and service news with timely information 
about events and promotions.
The next edition going out will contain all the 
budget details for 17/18.

Sign up at www.midussex.go.uk/msm and 
add your email address.

 @MSDCnews or the Rangers on @MSDCrangers

MidSussexDistrictCouncil
Browse and shop online at www.clearwellmobility.co.uk

*Price excludes VAT and is available to those with a long term medical condition and on the completion of a declaration.

       01444 253300 
21 A bert Dr ve, 
Burgess H , RH15 9TN
BEHIND TESCO EXTRA
OPEN MON-FRI 9-5PM

P
BURGESS HILL SHOWROOM

Showrooms across
the South East

Request 
your FREE 
brochure today!
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Spring is a perfect time to do those much needed jobs 
around the garden. There is so much enjoyment to be 
had, but maintaining a garden can also be great  
exercise as well as producing a lot of garden waste. 
Here are a few tips to help you out.

Clearing away – a green bin
Keep your garden clean and tidy with a garden bin  
subscription. No messy trips to the household waste 
site. Nice and easy, simply fill your bin and put it out 
once a fortnight and we will compost it for you. The 
service is currently available in all areas of Mid Sussex 
for an annual fee of £65.  
For full details and online application please visit  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/gardenwaste

Home composting
Why not try home composting for your organic kitchen 
waste and your garden waste?  
Getting started is easy,  get your bin via  
www.compost4westsussex for a subsidised price 
starting at £15.

Early spring jobs
l	Prune your roses - some shrubs and trees can be   
 pruned
l	Tidying borders - clear the weeds and the moss
l	Cut back any herbaceous perennials you left over  
 winter, pull out dead stems
l	Prune spring flowering shrubs when they are finished   
 flowering
l	Chip - if you have a garden chipper you can put   
 your prunings through it and use as mulch on your   
 bedding
l	Clip your box hedges
l	Remove tired winter bedding
l	Rake your lawn and remove winter debris, then  
 perhaps add some new grass seed to perk up the   
 lawn. A first cut may be needed if it has started  
 growing.

 

Gardening  MATTERS

Go green and get gardening

The health benefits of gardening
Being outdoors is a tonic, and working in your garden 
brings fitness benefits as well as helping improve the 
look of your outdoor areas. It is possible to burn up 
to around 300 calories with an hour of moderately 
strenuous gardening activities like cultivating or using 
a spade. You can use as much energy raking the lawn 
as you would during a bike ride.   
Remember to work at a steady and constant speed 
to keep your heart rate up. Don’t strain yourself or 
overstretch, and take regular breaks. Heavier work 
like clearing brush and stacking wood can give you the 
equivalent workout as a light aerobics class. Some 45 
minutes worth of gardening can burn as many calories 
as 30 minutes of aerobics.

Mind’s Ecotherapy report, which combined an evi-
dence review with primary qualitative research, found 
that a greener, more active lifestyle aids positive 
changes to mental health. 

An evidence review for Community Food and Health 
(Scotland) found that involvement in growing food is 
linked to improved mental health and wellbeing in a 
number of ways. These include the development of 
new skills, increased physical activity and relaxation.  
An ongoing research study into allotments in  
Newcastle upon Tyne has produced similar results.

If you want more free advice or information on  
physical activity or support to make lifestyle changes 
then call the Wellbeing team on 01444 477191.
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Planning your planting
Checking you have plants in the right settings will  
help them to thrive. Our recent summers have had  
significant dry spells and planting drought  
resistant plants, such as Berberis, Buddleja, Erica 
(Heather), Cotoneaster and Eleagnus will help your  
garden and your water bill.

Plants which are great pollinators

Good pollinators
• Dianthus barbatus (sweet william)
• Jasminum officinale (common jasmine)
• Lavandula angustifolia (English lavender)
• Lychnis coronaria (rose campion)
• Monarda didyma (bergamot or bee balm)
• Weigela florida (weigelia)

Gardening MATTERS

Helianthus annuus 
(Sunflower) – Birds will  
go for the seed

Sedum spectabile 
(Ice Plant) – good for 
butterflies and  
hoverflies

Plants for other wildlife

Thymus serpyllum (Tyme) 
– ground cover plant that 

can create a habitat for 
invertebrates

Get your garden ready for  
atSpring

Here are some tips from  John Leonard, Plant Manager at 

Notcutts Garden Pride, Ditchling:

• Attract wildlife to your garden with a mix of trees, 

shrubs, flowers, fruits and seeds. A small pond or water 

feature is the easiest way to introduce wildlife to your 

garden.

• For a great lawn, treat it with a combined weedkiller,  

feed and mosskill, such as Evergreen Complete.

• Plant new shrubs or roses now so they can get 

established before the hot, dry summer months. 

• Give your plants a head start by spreading in a fertiliser 

to enrich the soil with essential nutrients.

The top prize is £100 of Notcutts gift vouchers and 
the three runners up will receive £50 of Notcutts 
gift vouchers. Enter at www.midsussex.gov.uk/
msmcompetition or by post to MSM, Mid Sussex 
District Council, Oaklands, Haywards Heath, RH16 
1SS by 17th April 2017. Please include your full name 
and contact information.

To win up to £100, 
simply let us know the 
easiest way to introduce 
wildlife to your garden.

COMPETITION

WIN
UP TO
£100Notcutts giftvouchers

Garden Pride Discover more at notcutts.co.uk
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Community and  
Leisure 
• 11,978 was the highest 

monthly membership level at 
leisure centres

• 1,873,457 visitors at leisure 
centres and halls

• Free play days in the three 
towns with over 2300 visitors

• 1,516 entrants in the Mid 
Sussex Marathon & Mid  
Sussex Miles

• £838,521 of facility grants  
attracting a further £1,704,166  
of investment into these  
facilities. Delivery of a  
new micro grant for small 
businesses scheme

• Partnership agreements,  
such as those with Age UK,  
the Council for Voluntary 
Service and Citizens Advice, 
amounted to £231,244. The 
majority of this is local spend 
on goods and services as well 
as employment.

Outdoors
• 62,500 collections of waste 

recycling each week
• 39% of household waste 

sent for reuse, recycling and 
compost

• 13,710 tonnes of dry  
recycling collected, 5,114 
tonnes of garden waste 

• 102 tonnes of bulky waste 
collected

• 97% of fly tipping removed in 
3 working days

• 147 tonnes of dog waste 
collected from 400 bins. Bins 
are provided by MSDC and 
Town and Parish Councils 

• 20 pavilions managed
• 65 football pitches, 5 rugby 

pitches, 15 multi-use courts 
395 public open spaces and 
130 play areas maintained

• Over 3000 participants in 
300 Healthy Walks 

Safety and housing
• 862 face-to-face enquiries 

about housing (Jan-Dec)
• 87% of plans received 

by Building Control were 
checked within 15 working 
days.

• 98% of Building Control site 
inspections carried out within 
24 hours of date requested.

• 95% of Building Control  
decisions issued within 8 
weeks from deposit date.

Responding
• 96,343 calls taken by the 

Customer service centre
• 83% of calls answered within 

40 seconds
• 304.376 unique website 

visitors
• 100% number of complaints 

responded to within pub-
lished deadlines

• 262,800 tweet impressions 
and 337,687 total reach for 
all Facebook posts

2016 in NUMBERS

Business and finance
• 98.8% of Council Tax due 

collected (in year)
• 97.5% of Non-domestic rates 

collected (in year)
• Average time taken to  

process claims to HB/LHA 18 
days. The national average 
time taken is between 23 
and 24 days

• During 2016 we added 
spaces to the Cyprus Road & 
Queens Crescent car parks 
in Burgess Hill and The 
Orchards in Haywards Heath 
– in total 187 spaces

• Over 100 attendees at Open 
4 Business, Digital & You 
event.

Democracy
• 9 Neighbourhood Plan  

referendums
• 2 Parish / Town Council 

by-elections
• 1 PCC election (May 16) – 

turnout 19.02%
• 1 EU Referendum (June) – 

turnout 80.8%
These figures cover achievements  
in 2016 as far as can be broken  

down within the dates.
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In 2017/18 Mid Sussex District Council will be preparing 
for the growth of our community. The Council’s recent 
priorities, which you may be aware of, of Better Lives, 
Better Environment and Better Services date back to 
2005. However, we are now looking forward to creating 
a stronger economy and community and as a result we 
are proposing a new statement of main purpose and 
new priorities. Our aim is:

To be an effective Council delivering value for money 
services and helping create a strong economy,  
environment and community. 

We propose to achieve this through:

• Effective and responsive services
• Sustainable economic growth
• Creating strong and resilient communities 
• Financial independence

These will provide a degree of continuity with the  
previous priorities whilst reflecting the new challenges 
we now face.

Our plans in practise
Running through these proposed new priorities we 
plan to deliver a number of major projects in 2017/18. 
These will see Mid Sussex District Council improve 
leisure facilities, refurbish play areas and develop  

accessible housing units for the benefit of the Mid 
Sussex community. 

Effective and responsive services
MSDC proposes to build on the performance of all  
of its services with a particular focus on further  
improving customer experience.  This includes: 

• Improving our customer service with more enquiries  
 dealt with at the first point of contact, and

• Increasingly digitising our services to make them  
 more customer-friendly by improving efficiency

This is certainly true of our recent work to redevelop 
our Revenues and Benefits website (www.midsussex.
gov.uk/revsandbens) which will allow our customers 
to more easily apply for benefits, council tax  
exemptions and discounts and pay bills online.

Creating strong and resilient communities
We will continue to support our community through 
grants to local organisations. We will ensure that the 
“Think Family” community initiatives are delivered and 
supported. We will continue to provide an effective 
Wellbeing Service that helps residents to make healthy 
lifestyle choices. We also plan to support communities 
through new facilities and playgrounds, such as at 
Ansty recreation ground, Hickmans Lane, Lindfield and 
Finches Field and Pease Pottage.

Council PRIORITIES 17/18

You can see full details of our plans at www.midsussex.gov.uk/corporateplan

Sustainable economic growth

The regeneration of Burgess Hill will see the development 
of the new Town Centre and the creation of new  
employment space. We will also soon see the opening  
of the new station quarter at Haywards Heath including 
the opening of the new Waitrose store. A key priority is  
our support of small and medium sized enterprises, we 
will also be providing Economic Development grants to 
support businesses.

Financial independence
Our recent purchase of the Orchards shopping centre in Haywards  
Heath will see MSDC becoming more financially independent  
ensuring that we can continue to improve frontline services for our  
customers.

Looking Forward
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A great base for business

Basepoint Business Centre, John de Mierre House 
in Haywards Heath, opened its doors in September 
2015 and welcomed 19 businesses during the first 
week. Since then, the centre has attracted many 

small and medium 
sized enterprises 
(SMEs) and  
has been fully  
occupied since 
April 2016. The 
centre continues  
to receive enquiries 
for office space 
on a daily basis - 
showing how many 
people there are 

out there with the ambition and drive required to set 
up on their own.

The facility was made possible when MSDC  
invested £1.33 million and West Sussex County  
Council contributed £600,000 in the centre.

Micro business support grants
Helping businesses to get started and to develop is 
key to supporting business in Mid Sussex.  
Companies with less than 10 employees were  

invited to  
apply for 
a grant to 
help their 
organisation 
expand and/
or to employ 
an apprentice. Among those who have already been 
successful are two organisations from Basepoint. 

Harmony at Home. “I am thrilled to have been awarded 
a micro grant. We intend to use the grant to enable the 
development of our customer services team, which will 
enable our clients and Franchisees to receive the highest 
levels of service.” Frankie Gray, Director – Harmony at 
Home Limited. www.harmonyathome.co.uk 
 
Veterinary Insights “I am delighted to have been 
awarded a micro grant from Mid Sussex District  
Council. We will use the money to help us recruit  
and equip an additional person to our marketing team, 
which will enable us to better promote our services 
to our clients and expand our user base.” Alexander 
Arpino, Director- Veterinary Insights Limited.  
www.vetviewer.co.uk

The grant scheme has already offered funds to a  
number of organisations for a variety of different  
projects (see table for information on some of the  
first applicants awarded grants) and remains open  
for further applications.

Building Business MATTERS

Are you a small local business who would like support to develop? 
 Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/businessgrants to find out more. You can also contact Rachel.crisp@midsussex.gov.uk

Company name  
and location

Reason  
for grant

Grant 
awarded

Adams Garden Machinery,  
Haywards Heath

Recruitment of an apprentice to learn servicing and improve the company’s 
internet presence.

£1500

Aureo Group,  
Burgess Hill.

For assistance with creating a clear company message through an  
enhanced digital marketing strategy.

£2,000

Harmony at Home,   
BasePoint Centre,  
Haywards Heath

The growth of this childcare agency means they need a dedicated customer 
service desk to ensure they provide their promised levels of high customer 
service.

£2000

Sussex Uniforms,  
Haywards Heath

A new website and an apprentice post. £3500

THR Consulting,  
Cuckfield

For a new website to help engage with a larger audience. £959

Veterinary Insights,   
BasePoint Centre,  
Haywards Heath

To help them recruit a marketing manager to help attract more customers 
based on the organisations aims of helping improve the effectiveness of  
veterinary practices.

£2000

Words Guy,  
Haywards Heath

To produce a new magazine for Haywards Heath, similar to the one that 
they already produce called BolnoreNEWS.

£2000
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Grants MATTERS

Grants matters

At the recent grants meeting the following projects were agreed, supporting community groups and  
activities to help enhance the vibrancy of Mid Sussex. Grants may have conditions attached.

Facility Grants
Facility grants are entirely funded through developer contributions provided for community leisure capital projects.

Grants deadlines
1 May - for activities starting July/Aug
1 Sept - for activities starting Nov/Dec

Cuckfield Lawn Tennis Club Re-surface tennis courts, providing high quality local sports facilities 
which are accessible to the public £4,000

Slaugham Parish Council  New sports and community pavilion at Finches Field Recreation  
Ground, Pease Pottage. £143,592

St Francis Sports & Social Club CIC A new modern flexible community hall with sports changing facilities  
located to the western end of the existing swimming pool, creating  
one multi-use centre. £1,120,000

South of England Agricultural Society Young Craftsman of the Year Competition. £1,500

Age UK East Grinstead Volunteer Village Agents to help provide an enhanced outreach service for isolated 
individuals. £3,500

Age UK West Sussex Set up cost for an outdoor ‘Garden Room’ for the benefit of members. £4,900

Albourne Parish Council Climbing frame at Recreation Ground. £5,000

Ashurst Wood Village Council Ashstock Beer & Music Festival 2017 provides opportunities for local  
businesses and a platform for young musical talent. £3,000

Cruse Bereavement Care Volunteer training for this valuable service, free of charge to local  
residents in need of support. £3,120

Disability Access – East Grinstead Advice on disability matters and promoting good access. £1,000

East Grinstead Town Council Family events programme. £5,000
Experience Mid Sussex Promotional video raising the profile of local attractions. £2,500

Friends of Burgess Hill Green Circle Network ‘Wild About Mid Sussex’ popular free nature event. £1,292

Haywards Heath Cricket Club Grounds maintenance equipment. £1,266

Haywards Heath Methodist Church ‘Walking on Water’ art exhibition bringing the work of some excellent, recognised 
artists to the District. £330

Haywards Heath Town Council Haywards Heath in Bloom workshops. £300

Haywards Heath Town Team CIC Mid Sussex Science Week. £5,000

Parkrun UK Set up costs for weekly free 5k events at East Court. £3,000

Relate North & South West Sussex To provide a counselling service location within the district. £1,500

Sheddingdean Community Association Rental costs. £4,271

Sussex Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus (Sasbah)

Services to support people with disabilities, helping to improve access to services, 
combat isolation and improve health and wellbeing. £2,000 

Tadpoles Pool hire and volunteer expenses to help members enjoy social contact with others 
and increase confidence. £1,200

West Hoathly Local History Society Supporting local history talks which provide leisure and educational activity in the 
wider community. £587

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

SPONSORSHIP 
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Take a walk along a historic high street

East Grinstead is believed to have the longest row of Tudor and Medieval timber framed, open hall houses 
which have been in continuous use. The town has over 80 listed buildings which include two Grade 1 listed 
sites. The High Street is protected as a conversation area.

1. Sackville College Grade 1 listed 
Jacobean Alms house built in 
1609 by the Earl of Dorset, Robert 
Sackville. It is built around a  
quadrangle and is still lived in 
by elderly residents. The famous 

Christmas carol ‘Good King Wenceslas’ was written 
here by Rev John Mason Neale. Open to the public 
from mid-June to mid-Sept and by appointment at 
other times.

2. Sackville House. Early 1600s 
Now owned by the Landmark  
Trust and available for holiday  
lets, sometimes open to the  
public as part of the Heritage 
Open Days scheme. Has an  

example of  a Portland; a piece of land behind  
the buildings, measuring 600 feet in length. 

5. The Dorset Arms, a former 
coaching inn. East Grinstead is  
mid-way between London and  
the South coast and before the 
railways it became an ideal  
stopping off point for rest, refuelling 

and change of horses. There were many coaching Inns in 
the town. The two still recognisable as such in the High 
Street are the Dorset Arms and the Crown.

3. Cromwell House 
built in 1599 as a 
house for the  
Payne family

4. Penny Farthing 
Jewellers.

Out and ABOUT

Street Parties
The number one tip for holding a 
party is to plan early and share jobs 
out amongst residents. Get in touch 
with your council at least 4-6 weeks in 
advance to check if there is anything 
particular you need to do. There doesn’t 
need to be a reason to have a street  
party, for example The Big Lunch, which is 
an annual event to get communities  
together, takes place on 18 June this year. 

Playing Out
Another idea to get to know your  
neighbours better would be a Play  
Out session.  We spoke to Nikki from  
Gordon Road about their Play Out  
sessions

How long have you been running  
Playing Out sessions?
“We’ve been running Playing Out for the 
past 18 months.  It started following 

one of our many successful street  
parties, the one last year supported the 
Rockinghorse Appeal where we raised 
over £1,400!”

Have they been popular?
“Our street parties are hugely popular 
so we decided to introduce  
the Playing Out to give the children 
more of a regular opportunity to ‘play 
like the good old days!’ It’s also a  
great opportunity for neighbours to 
chat and relationships to form. We hold 
Playing Out once a month and it’s not 
just time for kids (and pets who love to 
have free reign on the road!), we often 
roll out a BBQ and neighbours park 
themselves up with chairs on the road 
side. It’s really very sociable and more 
people have got to know each other as 
a result, building neighbourly relations 
and looking out for each other.”

Do you live on a fun street?



Out and ABOUT

MID SUSSEX MATTERS | SPRING 2017 17

6. A very ancient Hall House 
dating from 1340 - now Broadleys. 
Has some very interesting timbers 
within its construction. The building 
has a cellar, where it is reputed 
three Protestant Martyrs were 

held over night before being burnt at the stake 
on 18th July 1556. A plaque commemorating this 
terrible act is to be found on the outside of this 
building.

7. Tudor House 15th Century 
Wealden Hall House. Now The 
Book Shop. Bark cladding on 
the upper stories is a Victorian 
‘makeover’.

10. Terracotta marker. The Meridian 
Line runs through East Grinstead 
and its path is marked with  
Terracotta markers. Stand astride it 
at East Court on the Terraces of the 
Town Council Offices and receive a 

certificate to prove you have visited the Eastern 
and Western hemispheres at the same time.

9. The High Street flower beds  
surrounding the War Memorial.  
The Town Council plant these  
beds annually with themes  
commemorating notable  
National and local events,  

anniversaries or organisations. These have received 
awards from South East in Bloom.

8. St Swithun’s Church  
Memorial stones to three  
Protestant Martyrs burnt at 
the stake in the High Street 
and tomb to John Mason 
Neale.

Thanks to Cllr Coote for 
many of these images.

For further info visit the Tourist information Point,  
Library Buildings, West St, East Grinstead RH19 4SR.   

www.eastgrinstead.gov.uk www.visiteastgrinstead.com 
tourism@eastgrinstead.gov.uk  01342 410121. 

Were they easy to set up (and would you  
recommend others to do this)?
“We have our own private Facebook group for the 
road where neighbours who are on Facebook can 
share information with other neighbours.  Our Playing 
Out sessions are communicated in this group as well 
as posters along the road. We currently have over 
100 residents in the group so if there is any ‘street 
news’ or information to share, we all post it there.”

“Setting up the Playing Out sessions was easy, Ursula 
in our road has currently taken on the role for being 
the councils main point of contact. She submits the 
dates and times we plan to hold it and all we then 
have to do is notify residents - as well as making sure 
on the day we ‘safety marshal’ each end of the road 
closure just in case cars need to get through.” 

Fancy having fun on your street?
More ideas can be found at www.playingout.net 
MSDC Outdoor Services will also help you with any 
enquiries, contact stuart.brown@midsussex.gov.uk  
or call 01444 477305

Cover and Play Out photos by Photography Fairy   
www.facebook.com/PhotographyFairySussex



21-Mar 4:30pm
Cabinet Grants Panel

21-Mar 7pm
Scrutiny Committee for Customers 
Services and Service Delivery

23-Mar 7pm
Planning Committee A

27-Mar 4pm
Cabinet

29-Mar 7pm
Council

13-Apr 7pm
Planning Committee B

18-Apr 4:30pm
Cabinet Grants Panel

20-Apr 2pm
District Planning Committee

27-Apr 7pm
Planning Committee A

08-May 4pm
Cabinet

10-May 7pm
Annual Council

11-May 7pm
Planning Committee B

18-May 2pm
District Planning Committee

23-May 4:30pm
Cabinet Grants Panel

25-May 7pm
Planning Committee A

08-Jun 7pm
Planning Committee B

15-Jun 2pm
District Planning Committee

21-Jun 7pm
Scrutiny Committee for Leader,  
Resources and Economic Growth

22-Jun 7pm
Planning Committee A

27-Jun 7 pm
Scrutiny Committee for  
Community, Housing and  
Planning

28-Jun 7pm
Council

05-Jul 7pm
Scrutiny Committee for Customer  
Services and Service Delivery

06-Jul 7pm
Planning Committee B

10-Jul 4pm  
Cabinet

12-Jul 7pm
Licensing

13-Jul 2pm
District Planning Committee

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Meetings of the Council are open to the public and are held in the Council Chamber, Oaklands, Haywards Heath RH16 1SS 
unless stated otherwise.
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Since the start of the National Park in 2011, Mid Sussex 
District Council has provided the planning service on 
behalf of the South Downs National Park Authority 
(SDNPA).  
This agreement expires on the 31 March 2017 which 
means that from April 2017 all planning applications for 
development within that part of the National Park which 
is within Mid Sussex will need to be submitted to the 
SDNPA rather than MSDC.  Planning enforcement will 
also become the responsibility of the SDNPA. For further 
information contact planninginfo@midsussex.gov.uk 

SDNP Planning Service changes

Planning Committees A and B are district wide committees. Which committee an application goes to is dependent on the timetable 
for determination. The District Planning Committee is for larger schemes where an application consists of 50 or more residential units, or more  

than 2,000 square metres of other development.www.midsussex.gov.uk/council Committee Services can be contacted on 01444 477111 

Your Council



Weight off Workshops

In the previous issue of MSM we 
talked about Weight off Workshops 
(WoW). Some more WoW sessions 
are being planned in Burgess Hill, 
East Grinstead and Haywards Heath. 
To find out more, to get information 
about future dates, or to book  
yourself for a WoW please email  
wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk

If you missed our feature in MSM89  
it is still available online.
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Your team were very warm and welcoming and 
a font of useful knowledge which lots of us took 
on board. I think everybody got a lot out of these 
sessions.

     Lloyds Banking Group, Mid Sussex

Would you like a free checkup in your workplace?  
Contact Nick.hurley@midsussex.gov.uk  

or call 01444 477047.

Healthy Workplaces

Do you care about the health and wellbeing of your 
employees? 
If the answer is yes, then your local wellbeing team  
can help. 

A FREE, confidential MOT includes the following:
• weight and body mass index
• body fat % and visceral fat % (fat around the major   
 organs)
• bone mass and muscle mass
• hydration and biomedical age assessment 
Each person receives their personal plan followed by  
a discussion with a qualified advisor.

As well as feedback on the main lifestyle issues affecting 
your staff, we can offer on-going support through  
educational talks on nutrition, physical activity, 
relaxation, mindfulness and more. We want to inform 
your employees of the small steps that they can take  
to make a big improvement to their health and  
wellbeing.

Over 80% of services that we visited last year have  
made positive health changes. These included:
• cut down on coffee
• took positive steps to reduce weight 
• became more physically active 
• improved emotional wellbeing 
• reduced alcohol intake

Running with children

The Wellbeing Team are supporting Mid Sussex Mile 
events, which take place on each of the three days of 
the Mid Sussex Marathon Weekend (29 and 30 April,  
1 May) at 9.30am.

You might already take part in the Junior Parkrun on 
Sundays at 9am in Haywards Heath Victoria Park, but 
if not, here are a few tips for getting your kids running - 
 
• Start by encouraging them by being a positive role  
 model - enjoy sports and be healthy yourself and   
 possibly let them ride a bike or scooter next to you   
 when you run 
 • Start slowly – a 10 minute  

session may not seem like 
much for us but for a child  

it is harder.
• Put the emphasis on 
having fun, not on  
competition or specific 
distances, but still  
encourage them to 
try and do their best 
– find the right  

balance for your child
•Help your child set  

realistic goals - set a new 
point to reach every time you 

run, for example a tree or lamppost
• Create a chart with fun stickers and reward them  
 for each goal they reach 
• Make sure your children know that it doesn’t matter  
 if they win or lose, it’s the taking part that counts   
 and you aren’t disappointed with their performance.
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We’ve partnered up 
with local solicitors to 
provide you with a free 
Will-writing service in 
April 2017 in return for 
a donation to St Peter 
& St James Hospice.1st-30th April 2017

Registered 
Charity 
Number: 
1056114

For more information visit
www.stpeter-stjames.org.uk

 01444 471 598    fundraising@stpeter-stjames.org.uk
 www.facebook.com/StPeterStJames   @StPeterStJames

for family and friend carers

Listening to West Sussex Carers

carerssupport.org.uk
info@carerssupport.org.uk

0300 028 8888

Do you look after 
someone with 
a disability or 
long term illness?

Please contact us 
for help and support

facebook carers support west sussex
twitter @carerswsussex

Registered Charity 1123359

“Learn to swim.”
Pre-school swim lessons available at

The Triangle, The Dolphin and Kings Centre for only £20.31 per month

www.placesforpeopleleisure.org

#movemore

Visit our website for more information

Whatever place you’re into Get the Places Locker fitness app

Places for People Leisure Ltd working in  
partnership with Mid Sussex District Council J3

64
70

0

Benefits of our swimming lessons
 Stage certificates and badges included
  No fixed contract, easy monthly direct 

debit payments

  FREE swimming at our centres  
(including leisure pool)

 Ability to track progress online



Sport MATTERS

The Triangle, Burgess Hill ● 01444 876000 ● www.thetriangleleisurecentre.org
The Dolphin, Haywards Heath ● 01444 457337 ● www.thedolphinleisurecentre.org

Kings Centre, East Grinstead ● 01342 328616 ● www.kingsleisurecentre.org

New Triangle gym  
opens its doors as £2m  
refurbishment continues
Relocated to the first floor, the brand new gym at 
the Triangle Leisure Centre has an improved layout, 
more space and exercise stations and new  
equipment to help maximise your workout.  
The area has five fitness zones – Cardio,  
Flexibility, Power, Strength and Core. 

The cardio zone features over 40 machines from 
Technogym and others, including treadmills, cross 
trainers, concept 2 rowers, watt bikes and skill 
mills (for high intensity training). 

The power zone has some exciting additions  
including a plate-loaded leg press and Olympic half 
racks alongside the more traditional weight training  
elements such as squat racks, dumbbells and a  
cable crossover.  Brand new to the gym will be a 
large Queenax frame, which is basically like  
a playground for adults!  This interactive rig will  
get the most out of any suspension or functional 
training and is likely to be very popular!  Two 12  
metre sprint tracks and a dedicated flexibility  
zone will give gym users the opportunity to work  
on their stability, mobility, movement and strength. 

The improved and expanded gym facilities at The  
Triangle were jointly funded by Places for People  
Leisure and Mid Sussex District Council. 

Meanwhile the old gym space already has longer  
term plans in place to be refurbished to create a  
new fitness studio. This exciting extra space will  
host even more fitness classes – helping to develop 
the group workout programme even further!  

For more information, please visit  
www.thetriangleleisurecentre.org.  

If you would like to tour our exciting new gym,  
please contact our membership team on  
01444 876010. 

New lockers
The installation of 450 

new lockers at the Triangle 
has now been completed.
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Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead,  
RH19 3BS
01342 302000
www.chequermead.org.uk

The Fureys 
21 Mar, 7.30pm, £19,  
For over 39 years Irish legends, The 
Fureys, have been selling out concerts 
worldwide. They return to Chequer Mead 
for another great night of Irish music, 
songs and stories.

An evening with Ann Widdecombe
28 Mar, 7.30pm, £18 
From her straight-talking and quick- 
witted appearances on ‘Have I Got  
News For You’ to her unforgettable  
performances on Strictly Come Dancing, 
Ann has been heralded as a ‘national 
living treasure’ by the Guardian.

Twelfth Night
6 Apr, 7.00pm, £10
Tamsin Greig is  
Malvolia in a new twist 
on Shakespeare’s classic 
comedy of mistaken identity via live relay 
from the National Theatre.
 
West End at the Movies
8 Apr, 7.30pm, £16/£18 
A magical evening of entertainment, 
featuring the very best songs from  
the classic movies throughout the  
decades.

The Wizard of Oz
12 Apr 5.30pm, 13 Apr 1.30pm  
and 5.30pm 
Join Dorothy Gale as she befriends a 
brainless Scarecrow, a loveable Tin Man 
and the cowardly Lion on their quest 
to thwart the evil powers of the Wicked 
Witch of the West. 

The Jungle Book
19 Apr, 2.00pm, £4/£15
In an epic adventure directed by Jon 
Favreau (Iron Man), Mowgli, a man-cub 
raised in the jungle by a family of wolves, 
embarks on a captivating journey of 
self-discovery when he’s forced to  
abandon the only home he’s ever known. 

Coppelia
19 Apr, 7.30pm, £15/£18
Swanilda and Franz are in love, until a 
beautiful stranger appears in town. But Dr 
Coppelius’ haughty daughter is not what 
she seems, and Swanilda must rescue 
Franz from the magician’s sinister  
doll-filled lair with the help of some fancy 
footwork.

A History of Architecture in  
100 Buildings
20 Apr, 7.30pm, £14  
Renowned architectural historian  
Dan Cruickshank explores the most inspi-
rational and characterful world buildings. 

The Rubettes featuring Alan Williams
21 Apr, 7.30pm, £20 
With their new acoustic show, in the first 
half hear the songs, the stories and the 

memories as recalled by the guys who 
were actually there followed, in the 2nd 
half, by all the Rubettes  
UK hit’s. 

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath,
RH16 3DN
01444 455440
www.placesforpeopleleisure.org

Andy Parsons – Peak Bulls**t 
31 Mar, 8.00pm, £15
Worried about your job?  Worried
about your family?  Worried  
about yourself?  Worried about  
the health service?  Education? 
Climate Change?  World War 3?  
Worried about worrying?  Sod it! 
Come and have a laugh about it – it’s one 
of the things we do best.  Or is it?

Bad Guys starring Cbeebies  
Three Half Pints
13 Apr, 2.30pm, £9/£9.50 
Join Comedy Club 4 Kids & 
CBeebies “Spot Bots” stars 
the Three Half Pints as they 
trip and stumble their way through a 
brand new comic misadventure, packed 
with songs, slapstick, silliness and  
accidental derring do!

Mainly Madness
21 Apr, 7.00pm, £12.50 
A tribute to the great band 
itself and a celebration of Two 

As we move towards better weather it is an ideal time to look around and enjoy our lovely district.

The Experience Mid Sussex website highlights some great places to visit for yourself, your family or visitors to the area. 
We also wanted to highlight East Grinstead High Street, a remarkable run of buildings full of style and history and well 
worth an outing. If you feel like something closer to home we have some advice on organising street parties or closing 
your street for a Play Out event, a fun and safe environment for children and neighbours to get together.

Borde Hill Garden
Created in the late 1900’s from plants collected by the Victorian Plant Collectors. 
It is planted as a series of outdoor ‘rooms’ and Spring is the ideal time to visit as a 
wealth of magnolias, camellias, rhododendrons and azaleas are in bloom. 
Borde Hill Garden  
RH16 1XP
www.bordehill.co.uk

Experience Mid Sussex      www.experiencemidsussex.co.uk

Out and ABOUT
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Tone and Ska, which includes such bands 
as The Specials, Bad Manners and The 
Beat. 

Legally Blonde The Musical -  
Haywards Heath Operatic Society
25-28 Apr, 7.30pm/29 Apr 2.30pm  
& 7.30pm, £13.50/£15
The story of college sweetheart Elle 
Woods who doesn’t take no for an 
answer.  When her boyfriend dumps her 
for someone serious she puts down her 
credit card, hits the books and heads to 
Harvard Law.

Seriously Funny Comedy Club
16 Feb/23 Mar/20 Apr, 8.00pm, 
9/£11
Enjoy some seriously funny comedy  
at Mid Sussex’s longest running Comedy 
Club.  Check out our website to see who 
you can expect to see on the night!

Martlets Hall
Civic Way
Burgess Hill
RH15 9NN
01444 242888
www.placesforpeopleleisure.org

Superstars Of Wrestling
25 Mar, 7.30pm, £10/£12
Live action Wrestling returns to the  
Martlets Hall. Over 2 hours of family 
entertainment with wrestlers from  
all over the world taking on the very  
best of Great Britain. 

Whole Lotta Led 
7 April, 8.00pm, 
£16/£18
Last year saw Whole 
Lotta Led celebrate 
their 20th anniversary  
as a band. This year the band will 
continue touring the UK performing the 
amazing songs of the greatest rock band 
of the 70’s – Led Zeppelin. 

Patsy Cline and Friends
8 April, 7.30pm, £17/18
Sue Lowry with her powerful rendition 
of ‘Crazy’, ‘Sweet Dreams’ and ‘I Fall To 
Pieces’ will take you back to those days of 
pure country music, and the velvety voice 
of Patsy Cline.

 Other Events

Greater Haywards 
Heath Bike Ride
2 Apr, 8.00am,  
£10/£30
Join in one of the bike ride’s four great 
routes  through the beautiful Mid Sussex  
Countryside.
www.hhbikeride.co.uk

 Visit of the ‘Flying Scotsman’
13 Apr – 19 Apr
Bluebell Railway is hosting the ‘Flying 
Scotsman’ locomotive with a variety of 
opportunities to see, ride on, and enjoy 
this unique experience. For more  
information contact 01825 720800 or 
visit www.bluebell-railway.com

Spring Garden & Leisure Show
30 Apr - 1 May 2017
The show offers green-fingered  
enthusiast great plant shopping  
and lots of gardening tips, kicking  
off the 2016 Show season.
South of England Showground,  
Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6TL
www.seas.org.uk/spring-show/

Sailing Open Day 
13 May, 11.00am,  
FREE
Open to everyone!  
You will have a free  
opportunity to try sailing 
under the expert supervision of a  
qualified instructor (adults, teenagers 
and children) on the beautiful waters of 
Weir Wood.  
Visitors will also be able to watch the 
sailing dinghies racing, there will also be 
dinghy displays, model yacht racing, an 
all-day BBQ - come and join in the fun! 
Weir Wood Sailing Club,  
Forest Row RH18 5HT

Garden and Local Produce Fair
18 May, 10.30am, £5
An opportunity to browse an  
excellent range of plant and local  
produce stalls in support of the  
New Horizons Appeal on behalf of  
St Catherine’s Hospice. Contact  
Suzanneconnor@stch.org.uk
Cuckfield Park, Cuckfield,  
RH17 5AB 

You can look for events or add information  
about your own at www.midsussex.gov.uk/events

High Beeches Woodland and Water Garden
Listed grade II* by English Heritage, the garden is managed to retain the beauty and 
tranquillity of the natural landscape. Graceful in maturity the garden is an oasis away 
from the busy world around.
High Beeches Gardens RH17 6HQ
www.highbeeches.com

Nymans
Created by the Messel family in the late 19th century, Nymans is one of the National Trust’s 
premier gardens. The comfortable yet elegant house, a partial ruin, was described by Country 
Life magazine as ‘A crafted work of art and theatre’. The surrounding garden is planted with 
unusual plants and has views stretching out across the Weald.
Handcross RH17 6EB 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nymans

Wakehurst Place
A world renowned botanic garden and conservation area managed by the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew. At over 500 acres it is home to a stunning nature reserve and the  
Millennium Seed Bank – the worlds’ most important seed conservation project. 
Ardingly Road RH17 6TN
nationaltrust.org.uk/wakehurst
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Reception open
Mon-Thurs  8.45am - 5.15pm
Friday 8.45am - 4.15pm

Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road,  
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

Telephone: 01444 458166

For emergencies outside office hours call 0845 602 1035.

Key contacts for Council Services:

Not registered to vote?
Apply in less than 5 minutes online: www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
(you will need your National Insurance number)

Electoral Services helpline
01444 477003
elections@midsussex.gov.uk

West Sussex County Council election - Thursday 4th May 2017


