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Mid Sussex Matters is sent to all residents and provides  
you with information about our services. Published by the  

Communications Team, Mid Sussex District Council,  
Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS.

Design and layout by Nicolette Leckie: 07521 477 759
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70,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, East  
Grinstead, Haywards Heath and Mid Sussex villages.

This magazine is delivered by the Royal Mail according to local  
postcode boundaries. From time to time these exceed the authority 

boundaries, but we hope that even if you live outside of Mid Sussex, 
you will still find something of interest within these pages.

Editorial 01444 477240 
Advertising 01444 477240

Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk

You can find Mid Sussex District Council 
on     or on     @MSDCnews.

Next issue out from 18 July 2016

Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation 
by Mid Sussex District Council of the products or services offered or 

the organisations involved, nor will the Council incur any  
liability whatsoever for any claim relating to them.

We always look to improve 
the magazine, cover 
issues that are  

important to local people and 
provide helpful information and 
guidance. Your suggestions as to 
how we can improve still further 
will be most welcome. I hope you 
find the Spring issue entertaining 
and useful.

It’s the time of the year when once again 
we set out our financial plans for the year 
ahead. The Council will have set its Budget at
the Council meeting on the 24th February. There’s a  
colourful chart on page 12 explaining just where your money goes.

These remain challenging times for all tiers of Local Government.  
Government grants have been reducing for some time and continue to 
diminish. However the Council has a strong record of financial management, 
becoming ever more efficient yet maintaining and strengthening core  
services. Our target, as in previous years, is to deliver quality services and 
real value for money to our residents and tax payers.

I am pleased to say that our financial support for the voluntary sector  
continues. Where would we all be without the support of those who give  
so much time and effort to so many worthwhile causes? They really are  
the “glue” in the community.  Some of the various grants awarded are  
highlighted on pages 18/19.

Page 15 draws attention to a key milestone, celebrating 175 years since the 
first train arrived in Haywards Heath. The railway plays a significant part in 
the lives of many people in the district, whether for work or leisure.  Put the 
date in your diary, the celebrations planned look to be special indeed and I 
urge you to get involved and join in the fun.

Our joint investment with People for Places in the three Leisure Centres  
continues with more and more people joining the gym and attending classes. 
Our residents are amongst the most active in all of Sussex! Swimming is 
as popular as ever but if you want something more serene why not join our 
Ranger Team on a Healthy Walk (page 8) you can’t beat the fresh air!

Statistics can often be misleading but a recent survey puts people in  
Mid Sussex as some of the happiest in the country! Well we can’t always  
be happy but in looking through this edition there does seem a lot we can  
be optimistic about. I have lived here all my life, it really is a special place, 
full of special people, we have some truly beautiful countryside, a vibrant 
mix of towns and villages, a strong economy and opportunities for our  
young people. Surely something to smile about?

Wishing you all the very best for the year ahead.

Cllr Garry Wall
Leader, Mid Sussex District Council

WELCOME TO THE  
LATEST EDITION OF  
MID SUSSEX MATTERS.
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Local NEWS

Council Tax rises

Mid Sussex District Council has frozen Council 
Tax for the past five years but 2016/17 will see 
a modest increase to ensure local services are 
fully funded. 

A Council Tax increase of 1.99%, the equivalent 
of £2.97 per year for an average Band D  
property, will be included in charges from April 
2016. 
 
The optional Garden Waste Collection service  
will increase by £5 to £65 per annum (the first 
increase in four years). Parking charges will 
remain unchanged.

See pages 12-13 for more service and  
budget information, or visit 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/corporateplan

Surveys with a smile
A recent survey by the Office of National Statistics 
confirmed that the largest proportion of happy people 
in England are living in Mid Sussex. They used data 
collected over three years and found that the largest 
percentage of people rating themselves at nine or 10 
for happiness was 39.3% in the Mid Sussex district.

This follows the recent Active People survey from  
Sport England which rated residents as the most  
active people in all of Sussex.

Councils in Sussex and Surrey have made a joint 
approach to the government to ask them to consider 
devolving some of the money that currently is spent 
nationally to a partnership called the 3SC. This  
would then allow them to spend it on improving the 
infrastructure, the economy and boost skills locally.

The 3SC is a partnership of Councils, the Police, 
Health, the National Park Authority, Fire and local  
businesses. They are hoping to enter into a deal  
with the government that will see business rates  
and stamp duty used locally rather than being paid 
direct to the government as it is now.

In return the 3SC will look to create more jobs,  
improve the infrastructure in the region and provide 
more efficient and effective public services by  
using technology more effectively.

The 3SC Devolution Proposals were discussed with 
Baroness Williams, Parliamentary Under Secretary  
of State for Communities and Local Government in 
January. Proposals are now being developed in more 
detail through discussions with government officials 
and partner organisations with a view to discussing 
a draft devolution agreement at a second Ministerial 
meeting.

For further information about the devolution proposals 
and its progress sign up for a regular newsletter at: 
3SCdevolution@eastsussex.gov.uk

Devolution in Sussex and Surrey



          

Local NEWS

We want to keep you up to date with all the projects and activities in your community. 

• Mid Sussex Matters – published 3 times each year 
• Our website - www.midsussex.gov.uk  
 Twitter – follow us @MSDCnews 
 Facebook – find us at facebook/MidSussexDistrictCouncil 
You can sign up to a free online version of MSM which comes out between paper editions 
by submitting your email at www.midsussex.gov.uk/msm 

District Plan at examination 

Following the recent consultation on amendments  
to the Mid Sussex District Plan the document will be 
formally submitted for government inspection in  
the Spring. 
The District Plan will be the main planning document 
used by the Council when considering planning  
applications up until 2031. Recent modifications 
were included to take into account the housing needs 
of neighbouring authorities in response to the  
outcome of other local plan examinations.  
Councillors feel that this plan supports growth and 
jobs while protecting the character of the area and 
not allowing private developers to dictate how much 
housing there should be and where. 
It is expected that the Examination hearings will  
begin in the Summer. 

MSM winners 
Our lucky winners from the last edition each 

won £50 of Waitrose vouchers.

Dave Duley and Sarah Tucker each picked up 
their vouchers before Christmas.

Mid Sussex Marathon Weekend

You can take part in this unique event as a  
participant, volunteer or sponsor. The three races 
combined will cover a total of 26.2 miles – the  
classic marathon distance. Using undulating roads, 
trails and pathways in and around Mid Sussex, the 
races are run over mainly traffic-free routes.

• Saturday 30th April 2016 East Grinstead 10 mile
• Sunday 1st May 2016 Haywards Heath 10 mile
• Monday 2nd May 2016 Burgess Hill  
 10 kilometre

Over 1,000 participants take part each year and the 
event organisers are hoping to make it bigger and 
better in 2016.

Mid Sussex Wellbeing Mile

If you fancy a shorter run the new mile race is a 
great way to get involved, get active and have fun.  
Suitable for all abilities, the race takes place before 
the main race on each of the event days.
www.midsussexmarathon.co.uk
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Five lucky winners can become ‘Friends of Wakehurst’ members FREE  
for a year, allowing them to be treated to the delights of the botanical 
gardens and the wildlife reserve at Wakehurst and the interactive 
exhibition at the Millennium Seed Bank all year round.  
Membership normally costs £25/£30.

The perfect prize for anyone who loves nature at its best, the lucky 
winners will be entitled to the following benefits 
• Unlimited free entry and parking for a year 
• One free entrance ticket to Kew Gardens
• 10% off purchases in the Visitor Centre Shop and Plant Centre 
 (some exclusions apply)
• Regular e-newsletters with updates and special offers
• Kew’s digital magazine containing information about both 
 Wakehurst and Kew activities
• Tickets to two free exclusive member events at Wakehurst.     
 The first of these is taking place on 27th April 2016 when the  
 gardens are being opened ‘after hours’ between 6pm-8.30pm to allow   
 Friends of Wakehurst the opportunity to explore as the sun sets. 

Competition question - 
What is the name of the complex at Wakehurst where scientists are seeking to 
preserve 25% of the world’s plant species by 2020? 

Win a Wakehurst Friends membership

To enter the competition  
please send your answer to  

msm@midsussex.gov.uk  
or to MSM, Mid Sussex  

District Council, Oaklands, 
Haywards Heath  

RH16 1SS by  
Friday 8th of April.

Competition

Scooters
from £695*

Test 
drive 

your new 
scooter 
today!

Browse and shop online at www.clearwellmobility.co.uk
*Price excludes VAT and is available to those with a long term medical condition and on the completion of a declaration.

Powerchairs

Wheelchairs

Bath Lifts

Profiling Beds

Commodes

Living Aids

Walking Aids

SPECIALISTS IN...

Stairlifts
from 

£1,495*

Riser 
Recliners 
from £579*

Try 
before 

you buy at 
one of our 
showrooms

Ask 
about 

our home 
demos

Showrooms in Brighton, Chichester, Hove, Polegate 
Seaford, Tunbridge Wells, Woking & Worthing

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FREE

FREE CATALOGUE 

OUT NOW
!

       01444 253300 
21 Albert Drive, 
Burgess Hill, RH15 9TN
BEHIND TESCO EXTRA
OPEN MON-FRI 9-5PM

P
BURGESS HILL SHOWROOM

YOUR LOCAL
MOBILITY EXPERTS



Youth MATTERS
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Many young people give up their time and effort to 
make Mid Sussex a better place, and it is important  
to recognise their work. The aim of the Mid Sussex 
Young Volunteer of the Year Awards is to give these 
outstanding young individuals their moment in the 
spotlight. 

Do you know of a young person who should  
be applauded for their work?

This year we are running two categories for  
nominations 
1. Young Community Volunteer  
 recognising those young people who have made 
 a difference in their local community.
2.  Young Achiever – against all the odds 
 someone who has overcome significant obstacles   
 and made a positive difference to their own lives  
 or to others. 

So, if you know a young person aged from 11 to 18 
years who is devoted to helping others, the community  
or has made an exceptional achievement, why not  
nominate them for an award?

Please don’t let the efforts of these exceptional young 
people go unnoticed. Just fill out the nomination form, 
return it to us, and help reward some brilliant Mid Sussex 
young volunteers.

Deadline for nominations is Friday 20th May.
Awards will be presented at Borde Hill Gardens on  
6th June.
All shortlisted young people will be invited to the Awards 
Ceremony on Monday 6th June at 4pm when the winners 
will be announced and awards will be presented by the 
Chairman of MSDC.

For further information and to obtain a nomination form 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/youthawards
01444 477275

Youth Awards – nominations are open

Nominees from 2015 celebrate  
with MSDC Chairman Cllr Reed



Out and ABOUT

Back to
Exercise

For more information please call 01273 668589 
or email: evie.cicha@albioninthecommunity.org.uk

Types of activities 
include: walking football,  
learn to run, back to 
netball, fitsteps, pilates, 
yoga, circuits and many 
more.We offer a variety of fun,  

low cost, low intensity classes 
for adults who want to 
increase their  
activity levels.

Courses run for 12 weeks and cost  
only £1 per session

Want to get back into exercise
or try some new activities?
Let Albion in the Community 
help you.

Mid Sussex Healthy walks - www.midsussex.gov.uk/healthywalks
Our level 1 walks are perfect for beginners or if you’re 
getting back into walking.
Every Monday 10am: Meet at Lindfield Common Car  
Park (by notice board), Backwoods Lane.
Every Tuesday 10am: Meet at Sidney West Recreation 
Ground, Leylands Road, Burgess Hill.
Every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the Month 10.15am:  
Up and Amble; Meet at Ashenground, Bridge, end of 
Ashenground Road, Haywards Heath, RH16 4QA.
Every Friday 11am: Meet at Age UK, Haywards Heath, 
Perrymount Road, 01444 450248.
Every Friday 11am: Meet at Age UK Burgess Hill  
(The Cherry Tree Activity Centre) in Fairfield Rd,  
01444 236497. 

A full programme of guided walks takes place  
throughout the year, below are the next walks coming up.   

Walks are graded in levels, getting gradually longer 
and more challenging up to level 5.

22 March, Tuesday, 10am, Cuckfield Level 2 
Meet at Cuckfield Recreation Ground, High Street,  
Cuckfield (near the Queen’s Hall), RH17 5EL. 
23 March, Wednesday, 9.30am, Whitemans Green 
Level 4 

Meet at Whitemans Green Recreation Ground, 
Whitemans Green, Cuckfield, RH17 5HX. 
24 March, Thursday, 10am, Ansty, Level 3 
Meet at Ansty Recreation Ground Car Park, Deaks Lane, 
Ansty, RH17 5AS 
26 March, Saturday, 9.45am, South Downs Level 5 
Meet at Jack & Jill Car Park (Windmills), Mill Lane  
(off Clayton Hill), Clayton. 
30 March, Wednesday, 10am, Weir Wood Level 4 
Meet at East Grinstead Sports and Country Club Car 
Park, Saint Hill Road, East Grinstead, RH19 4JU. 
31 March, Thursday, 10am, Clayton Level 5 
Meet at Clayton Recreation Ground, Underhill Lane,  
Clayton, BN6 9PJ.

Join Rolo and the Rangers for a Healthy Walk
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Out and ABOUT

Our Rangers are out and about 
across the District, seven days a 
week – and now you can follow what 
they are up to on their new Twitter 
account, @MSDCrangers.

The Ranger Team looks after over 
350 parks, nature reserves and open 
spaces maintained by Mid Sussex.  
Twitter is a great way to get a  
message to them instantly while 
they’re out working.

If you spot any problems with litter, 
dog fouling, graffiti or any other issues 
in one of our parks or open spaces, 

send them a quick message on  
Twitter so they can arrange for  
something to be done about it. If 
you’re feeling really helpful, why not 
take a quick photo of the issue on 
your smartphone to go with it, it  
saves them going out to check  
the extent of the problem. 

Our Rangers co-ordinate a  
programme of Healthy Walks  
all over the District, led by our  
fantastic trained volunteers, and  
you can follow their progress on  
Twitter. We have around 8 walks  
per week as part of our Healthy 

Walks programme, providing local 
people with a manageable way to 
start exercising and take the first 
steps to a healthy lifestyle.

Parents will also be able to find out 
more about local community events 
such as Skate Jams, the Wild About 
Mid Sussex nature event and our 
hugely popular Summer Play Days.

There’s no reason to delay, click that 
follow button today.

Twitter @MSDCrangers
Park Rangers
rangers@midsussex.gov.uk
07710 939368

It’s not just birds that tweet in the park

@MSDCrangers  



  

Have you ever thought it was time to start exercise? We spoke to Jane Harle from Burgess Hill 
about taking her first steps to fitness, and where it has led her.

Wellbeing Matters

Q: What was it that prompted you to start exercising?
A: At the beginning of last year I decided it was about time I   
 pulled my socks up to lose weight and get fit.  

Q: What was the first step you took?
A: Quite a few of my friends from work ‘ran’, I could see them 
 heading out during the lunchbreak and they made it look 
 easy which made me start thinking about it, after all it was a 
 free activity. I googled “running for beginners” and watched a 
 few You Tube videos as I had never ran in my life, not even at  
 school. I discovered the C25k app which promised to get me 
 from the couch to running 5k in 8 weeks - pretty ambitious 
 but I thought I’d give it a go. I downloaded the app, pulled on 
 my trainers and pressed “go”. Oh blimey it was awful, within 
 10 seconds I was gasping my last, doubled over with a stitch 
 and terrible shin pain! 8 weeks? I was looking at more like 8 
 months!!!
 I didn’t give up and I continued week after week, the app 
 advised to run 3 times per week but not 2 consecutive days, 
 so I was diligent and followed these instructions. After several 
 weeks of repeating week 1 I was able to run for 1 minute 
 without stopping!  I felt I’d achieved something as I’d never 
 done that in my life!  Week 2 was just as bad, this required 90 
 seconds of running, and again after several weeks of trying 
 this I was finally able to manage it. I was still going out 3  
 times per week as recommended.  I may not have achieved  
 but I was stubborn enough to keep trying.  Week 3 was just  
 impossible, I could not manage 3 minutes of running, no 
 matter how many times I tried or for how many weeks I tried.  
 I began thinking, there must be others out there who are, or 
 have been, in the same boat who want to run so back to  

Google I went. I found lots on the 
internet about Park Run but 

there was no way I could  
run a 5k if I couldn’t even 

manage 3 minutes!   
I continued my 

search for help 
with running 

and I 

  
 

 

 came across the website for Burgess Hill Runners and 
 more importantly they were offering a ‘Learn to Run’ course  
 from Mid Sussex Wellbeing, and it clearly stated “you don’t 
 need to be able to run at all”. Eureka! I was astounded and  
 thought it was talking directly to me. It was a Tuesday night  
 when I found this and the group met on a Wednesday - it was 
 fate!

Q: Were you nervous to go along to the first session?
A: Oh absolutely, I was terrified, it’s always scary walking into a  
 place on your own when you don’t know what to expect, but I  
 somehow managed to persuade my 13-year-old son to peel  
 himself away from his X-box for an evening and to accompany  
 me.  My fears were unfounded as everyone was so friendly as  
 soon as I walked through the door.

Q: Could you run before you started (how far) and what   
 can you run now?
A: Quite simply I could not put one foot in front of the other   
 before I joined the Learn to Run course.

Q: Contrast this with how you felt the last time you went   
 out for a run…
A: Oh My Goodness, there is no comparison, now when I go out  
 for a run I KNOW I can do it, I may not be the fastest, I  am  
 still at the back but I know I can keep going and I know I will 
 make it. I have discovered that I am not a sprinter but more of  
 a marathon runner, in as much as I pretty much have just one  
 pace but I can keep going. I regularly run with the club but   
 also attend Park Run on a Saturday morning whenever I can  
 make it. To date the furthest I have run is 12k and have  
 entered a few races as I’m getting rather partial to bling and 
 want medals!

Q: What changes have you noticed in yourself?
A: Since starting running in April I have lost 2 stone, which is   
 always good, but I now look forward to meeting up with the 
 running club and knowing that I can do this. If someone had  
 said to me a year ago that I would be running 5k, I think I  
 would have laughed until I’d cried!  There was no way I would 
 have ever believed them, I’m still having difficulty believing it 
 now.

Q: What would your message be to someone who was   
 thinking about giving the course a try?
A: Oh My Goodness, def do it!  It’s the best thing I’ve done in 

 ages. I’ve made loads of new friends and now have a group 
of like-minded friends who I can get together with and go 

running with during the week and a group that I can go to 
races with. There is such a feeling of camaraderie  
that is just amazing. I have to say that the club is 
sooo friendly.  On New Years’ Day I signed up for the 
club’s Hangover Run, it was the first league race of the 
year. Until then I had not participated in any club races 
as I felt I just wasn’t good enough, however, after a bit 
of persuasion I signed up and agreed to participate.  
As previously mentioned I am not fast but I am  
determined. The 5 mile/8.5k race was utterly gruelling 



  

If you would like to join a Learn to Run course in the area  
you can contact the Mid Sussex Wellbeing team on  
01444 477191 or email wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk

Evening and daytime courses will be starting in Haywards 
Health from 13th April (9.30am and 7pm, meeting in Beech 
Hurst Gardens) run by Haywards Heath Harriers. Burgess  
Hill runners will have a new course starting in mid-May.

  and I was in last place, I knew this because I had the tail ender 
 on my heels!  As we approached the last corner the tail ender 
 told me I was almost there and just the field to cross and it  
 would all be over. I came round the corner and saw the field 
 that we started in, when we started it was filled with people  
 and tents and all the club flags waving in the wind.  As I   
 scanned the field for signs of life, all the tents had gone,  
 people had gone, then I saw it. I saw our club flag and my  
 53 comrades who had waited for me and all were cheering  
 and shouting my name, I felt amazing, I forgot how tired and  
 achy I felt, all I could think about was everyone cheering for  
 me. I felt like I’d just won a gold medal at the Olympics, not 
 come in last in a club race!  It doesn’t matter where you come,  
 whether first or last, you still covered the same distance as 
 the winner, you just took a bit longer! 

Wellbalanced is a new service in Mid Sussex designed to improve strength, balance, coordination and confidence  
to significantly help reduce the risk of falling.  

The initial course runs for 15 weeks and then participants have the opportunity to progress up to the improver’s 
class for a final 15 weeks. Classes are held in East Grinstead and Haywards Heath and cost 50p per week. A new 
class is also being planned in Burgess Hill after Easter. The instructors are fully qualified and experienced in falls 
prevention.  

If you want to find out more about Wellbalanced please ask your GP or Practice Nurse to refer you to Mid Sussex 
Wellbeing. The Wellbeing team can be reached on 01444 477191 or email wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk  

The service is co-ordinated by Zest People on behalf of Mid Sussex Wellbeing. 

Wellbalanced for wellbeing

“I started with a class 
at the hospital and when 
that period had stopped 
I was told about the 
wellbeing class. As the 
exercise was doing good 
things for my mobility 
I was delighted that I 
could continue gaining  
confidence in my 
movement.  
Long may it continue.”

“This has been very 
helpful after an accident 
with everybody helpful 
and friendly.”

“I have really enjoyed 
the classes. The social 
aspect is very good 
and the exercises 
make us use muscles 
we wouldn’t 
normally!”

“Since attending class 
I am much more able to 
balance when walking - 
No Falls!!
Aches in the ankle 
have more or less gone! 
Much improved!
Able to shower without 
much fear of falling.
Sincerely hope the class 
continues to grow.”

“Very enjoyable class, 
helping confidence and 
balance. I have much 
improved since the start 
of the classes and it’s a 
very social time to meet 
up with new friends.”

What some participants say…

Anne Hurst Dolly Panter Jones Pat PittGillian Dimond
Ernie Newton
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Budget and SERVICES

MSDC budget information

2016/2017 figures
2015/2016 figures

How we  
are funded

2016/17 2015/16 2016/17 2015/16

£3,239k
6%

£4,466k
7%

£2,575k
4%

Income from interest 
and property plus  

use of reserves
£3,592k

5%

Council Tax payers
£9,022k

14%
£8,627k 

14%

£3,029k
5%

Other Government  
grants and contributions

£3,224k
5%

Income from fees, 
charges and rent

£8,302k
13%

£7,815k
13%

Housing benefit grant
£33,187k

54%
£34,279k

54%

Revenue Support 
Grant from Central 

Government and 
Business Rates 

retention scheme

Reversal of capital 
charges (included 

in Gross Cost)
£1,981k

3%
£1,956k 

3%

Where does  
the money go

Leisure centres, 
outdoor facilities 
and contribution to 
leisure reserves

£6,230k
10%

£5,886k 
9%

Refuse and recycling
£3,582k

6%
£3,411k 

5%

Street cleaning 
and environment

£2,901k
4%

£2,878k 
5%

Planning and Economic 
Development

£4,351k
7%

£ 3,585k 
6%

Housing
£3,531k

5%
£3,625k 

6%

Housing benefit 
£34,160k

54%
£33,042k 

54%

Transport and parking
£1,382k

2%
£1,309k 

2%

Other services
£7,502k

12%
£7,881k 

12%

0
0%

£38k 
1%

Other contributions  
to reserves

2016/17
£63,639k

2015/16 
£61,655k

For full details
www.midsussex.gov.uk/corporateplan

2016/17
£63,639k

2015/16 
£61,655k



For every £1 collected in Council Tax, MSDC 
keeps only 10p to provide services. The rest 
goes to West Sussex County Council, Sussex 
Police and Parish and Town Councils.

The MSDC portion of Council Tax will increase by 
1.99%, the equivalent of £2.97 per year for an 
average Band D property.

WSCC portion of your Council Tax is set to rise 
by 3.95%, the equivalent of £45.90 per year for 
an average Band D property. This includes a new 
2% levy to help pay for adult social care.

Sussex Police portion of your Council Tax is set 
to rise by 3.47%, the equivalent of £5 per year 
for an average Band D property.

Budget and SERVICES

Planning for a secure future

Each year the Corporate Plan and Budget for 2016/17 
sets out how we will deliver services in the coming 
financial year. The key priorities our work takes are

• Better Lives

• Better Environment

• Better Services for local people

Planned projects include

Expansion of the popular Garden Waste Collection 
scheme to enable more people to benefit from this 
additional service.

Investing in our three leisure centres.  
This expenditure will be matched by Places for People  
Leisure, who manage the leisure centres on behalf  
of the Council.

Burgess Hill is set for significant growth  
over the next few years, becoming one of the 20 most 
important growth areas in the country. The council has 
set aside £440,000 for 2016/17 to ensure the future 
development of Burgess Hill is carefully and positively 
managed.

Financial overview for the  
long term

Over the last five years the funding provided to  
Mid Sussex District Council by the government  
(as Revenue Support Grant) has reduced from  
£6.4 million to £1.67 million and will reduce  
significantly again this year to £845,000, a drop  
of 49% in 12 months.

To manage this reduction in grant funding, the  
Council has strived to save money by keeping a 
tight control over costs and creating new, more 
efficient, ways of working. It is a tried and tested 
approach that has seen Mid Sussex District 
Council generate savings of £6.8 million over the 
last nine years.

Your Council Tax

For full details of the budget  
and service planning visit 

www.midsussex.gov.uk/corporateplan

For every £1 collected in Council Tax

WSCC

MSDC

Sussex Police

Parish and Town Councils



Outdoors

• 61,000 collections of waste 
recycling each week

• 41.57% of household waste 
sent for reuse, recycling and 
composting 

• 92 tonnes of bulky waste 
collected

• 360 dog waste collection 
bins provided by MSDC and 
Town and Parish Councils

• 20 pavilions managed
• 60 football pitches,  

5 rugby pitches, 20 cricket 
pitches, 5 stoolball pitches, 
18 tennis courts, 3 bowling 
greens, 6 pentanque pistes 
and one grass athletics track

• 392 public open spaces and 
128 play areas maintained

Safety and housing

• Successful introduction of 
body worn video cameras  
by Civil Enforcement Officers 
(CEOs), helping make parking 
enforcement more transparent 
to the public.

• 890 face-to-face enquiries 
about housing 

• 98% of Building Control site 
inspections carried out within 
24 hours 

• 95% of Building Control  
decisions issued within 8 
weeks from deposit date 

Responding

• 120,000 calls taken by the 
Customer service centre 

• 419,038 unique website 
visitors 

• 100% of complaints  
responded to within  
published deadlines 

Business and finance

• 98.8% of Council Tax due 
collected (in year)

• 97.5% of Non domestic rates 
collected (in year) 

• Average time taken to process 
change of circumstances - 
10 days

• Increased parking near shops 
in Cyprus Road car park in 
Burgess Hill (+100 spaces), 
Orchards car park in Haywards 
Heath (+34 spaces)

• Investing £1.33million in  
the Basepoint business  
centre in Haywards Heath, 
giving flexible space for  
growing businesses.  
WSCC contributed £600k 
additionally.
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2015/16 in NUMBERS

Community and  
leisure

• Leisure Centres membership 
up over 30% 

• Free Play Days in the three 
Towns with over 1000 visitors

• ‘Streetmate’ project with 
young people in three areas

• 5 ‘My Home’ energy events 
• 1000 starters in the Mid 

Sussex marathon
• £200k of facility grants in 

2015/16 attracting a further 
£1.5m of investment into 
these facilities.

• Successful promotion and  
running of 5 Neighbourhood 
Plan referendums (9 in total), 
local elections, and the 2015  
general election with a 
71.3% turnout (57,744 votes)



In 1825, John Rennie's proposed 'direct'  
London to Brighton railway was vigorously  

opposed by the town and parish of Cuckfield.

DID YOU KNOW?

The first train arrived at Haywards Heath in 1841 and, 
175 years later, the newly refurbished station will be 
completed. 

On Sunday 18th September the Town will be celebrating 
with lots of Victorian fun as well as unveiling  
commemorative mosaics in the station. The Bluebell's 
Stepney will be at the station joining land trains, horse 
and carriage rides,marching bands, a grand procession, 
films in Victoria Park, a Victorian Fun Fair and much 
more - a great day out for all the family.  

Put the date in your diary to join in the fun! For more  
details or to get involved contact Ruth de Mierre on 
01444 453399.

Lindfield also opposed the coming of the railway so the 
line passed between them as a ‘Station for Cuckfield 
and Lindfield’, shortly named Haywards Heath; this was 

the terminus until 
the line opened  
to Brighton three 
months later.  
By 1887 Haywards 
Heath was  
recognised as a 
town. 

Burgess Hill town centre plans
Plans for the regeneration of Burgess Hill town centre 
will be looked at by Councillors in the Spring. This  
development proposal includes a modern shopping 
offer which has already attracted major retailers, a  
multiplex cinema along with a hotel and family  
restaurants and new homes.  This will result in a town 
centre fit for the 21st century and fulfilling the needs  
of the expanded Burgess Hill and surrounding area. 

The project will be phased as follows

Phase 1: mid 2016 – mid 2017
• Renovation of existing units and removal of existing   
 overhanging canopy.

Phase 2: mid 2017 – mid 2019
• Demolition of the western part of the existing  
 centre, including the multi- storey car park, Martlets  
 Hall and Library.
• Reconfiguration and extension of the public car park  
 to the south.

• Construction of the western block, which includes 
 shop and restaurant units at ground floor; a new  
 Library; a 63 bed hotel; 142 residential units and  
 associated car parking.

Phase 3: mid 2019 - mid 2021
• Demolition of the remainder of the eastern part of   
 the existing centre, including the office block above.
• Construction of the eastern block which includes 
 shop units at ground floor and a 10-screen cinema   
 at the upper floor.

You can keep up to date with progress on 
www.midsussex.gov.uk

The first train arriving on Platform One…

Neighbourhood Planning 

Significant progress has been made on  
neighbourhood planning in Mid Sussex, thought to 
be the only local authority area in the country with 
100% coverage (all of its Town and Parish Councils 
outside the National Park are engaged in producing 
neighbourhood plans).

As at the end of February there were six  
neighbourhood plans which have gone through  
the whole process and been ‘made’ part of the  
Development Plan for Mid Sussex and three more 
are due to be made in March.  A further five plans 
are currently at examination stage and three more 
parishes have consulted with residents on their draft 
plans.  It is anticipated that all neighbourhood plans 
will reach the final stage by the end of 2016.
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Out and ABOUT

  

Boltro Road car park is just a short walk from Haywards 
Heath railway station and Mid Sussex District Council 
is making it available to the public as an alternative to 
parking at the station. 

The spacious, single level car park is tucked away in a 
secluded location on the Mid Sussex District Council 
grounds, a short walk from local shops.

Spaces are restricted to just 80 cars, which 
means every season ticket holder is  
guaranteed a space and the Boltro Road  
location makes it easy to beat the traffic 
around the station.

The car park provides a safe and secure  
environment for motorists. It is well lit,  
monitored by CCTV cameras and is patrolled 
regularly by the Council’s team of Civil  
Enforcement Officers.

Season tickets for the new commuter car park 
are available for £100 per month, £280 per 
quarter or £1000 per year. 

To enquire about purchasing a season ticket for the 
Boltro Road car park call the Mid Sussex District  
Council Parking Office on 01444 477212 or email 
parkingpermits@midsussex.gov.uk. 

You can find out more and apply for your space online 
at www.midsussex.gov.uk

Boltro Road car park is open to the public
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Meetings of the Council are open to the public and are held in the Council Chamber, Oaklands, Haywards Heath RH16 1SS 
unless stated otherwise.

Your Council

  

Taxi drivers licensed by MSDC have been taking part  
in training by Barnados to help them identify vulnerable 
young people at risk.The training is part of a nationwide 
drive to raise awareness to all those working in the night 
time economies about Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE). 
Taxi drivers and those who work in the evening and 
night-time in bars, restaurants and shops can  
sometimes have information about activities that  
may be hidden from the general public.

If you are worried that you or someone you know is a 
victim of Child Sexual Exploitation please contact the 
Police on 101 quoting Operation Kite and giving as 
much information as possible.

Driving up awareness

16-Mar 7pm
Audit Committee

17-Mar 7pm
Planning Committee B

21-Mar 5pm
Cabinet Grants Panel

23-Mar 7pm
Council

31-Mar 7pm
Planning Committee A

14-Apr 7pm
Planning Committee B 

20-Apr 7pm
Council

21-Apr 2pm
District Planning Committee

28-Apr 7pm
Planning Committee A

11-May 7pm
Annual Council

12-May 7pm
Planning Committee B 

19-May 2pm
District Planning Committee 

26-May 7pm
Planning Committee A 

06-Jun 4pm
Cabinet 

07-Jun 4pm
Cabinet Grants Panel 

07-Jun 6pm
Standards Committee 

09-Jun 7pm
Planning Committee B 

15-Jun 7pm
Scrutiny Committee -  
Leader & Service 
Delivery 

16-Jun 2pm
District Planning  
Committee 

21-Jun 7pm
Planning Committee A 
 
28-Jun 7pm
Scrutiny Committee -  
Planning & Economic  
Development 

29-Jun 7pm
Council 

30-Jun 7pm
Audit Committee 

05-Jul 7pm
Scrutiny Committee -  
Leisure & Community 

06-Jul 7pm
Licensing Committee 

07-Jul 7pm
Planning Committee B 

11-Jul 4pm
Cabinet 

14-Jul 2pm
District Planning Committee 

20-Jul 6:45pm
Charity Trustees 

20-Jul 7pm
Council 

Planning Committees A  
and B are district wide  
committees. Which  
committee an application 
goes to is dependent on the  
timetable for determination. 
The District Planning  
Committee is for larger 
schemes where an  
application consists of  
50 or more residential  
units, or more than 2,000 
square metres of other 
development. 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/
council

Committee Services 
can be contacted on  
01444 477111 



Grants MATTERS

Supporting local communities
Early in 2016 a series of new grants were awarded supporting our community voluntary organisations.

Warden Park Academy 
Trust, Cuckfield
Funding for perimeter fencing 
for a new ATP. This is part of 
larger project replacing the 
grass playing fields with a 
new floodlit synthetic rugby/
football pitch which will be 
available for community hire. 
This will help fill a shortfall in 
junior pitch provision in the 
area as identified by MSDC. 

£10,000*

Circles Network
The culture kitchen and 
community garden currently 
involves over 50 local people 
in Haywards Heath. Funding 
will support and develop the 
project.
“Our grant from MSDC has 
enabled Circles Network to 
reach out to neighbours, 
families, friends, charities, 
businesses and interest 
groups in our area through 
the Mid Sussex time bank to 
help end loneliness.”
The Community Garden  
focuses on people at risk of 
isolation in their own neigh-
bourhood. People from low 
income families, the elderly, 
those not in education or 
employment, or people who 
have a disability all benefit 
from eating a healthier diet 
and developing a healthier 
lifestyle. 
Members also take their 
produce to our Cultural 
Kitchen exploring the  
richness of other cultures, 
and connecting people by 
sharing incredible food.  

“We also have dreams to 
open up new gardens and 
kitchens, and your grant has 
helped this to become a  

reality. Here’s some of the 
many things time bank 
members have told us about 
our garden and cultural 
kitchen…”

“I’ve met new friends and 
now we meet up, it’s much 
better than staying in  
watching TV. We even made 
a chilli at my house together”

“Because I’m disabled I 
can’t bend down to garden, 
but I’ve got my own special 
raised bed in the community 
garden so I can join in”

“My parents moved around  
a lot when I was a kid so I 
never made any friends and 
got into trouble, it’s good 
when I look out the window 
and I see all of you and can 
come and join in”

“I’ve moved here from  
London and I didn’t know  
anyone. Being part of the 
time bank has helped me 
make new friends and my 
baby loves being in the  
garden because we live  
in a flat”

“I used to think my  
Christmas list was getting 
smaller and smaller but  
now I have all of you”

£1000

Haywards Heath Twinning 
Association
175th Railway Anniversary 
Mosaic Project Involving 
young people to create 
mosaics in HH station  
celebrating the anniversary 
and twin towns.

£1020*

Scaynes Hill Cricket Club
Towards new nets which will 
support the activities of the 
club.

£12,600*

Burgess Hill Rugby  
Football Club
Pitch barrier and rubber  
matting using recycled  
materials and provided  
by a local company.

£2700*

Hurstpierpoint  
Bowling Club
Pavilion extension to allow 
more space for short mat 
bowls and other activities.

£61,716*

Haywards Heath Cricket 
Club
Mobile cricket net to allow  
improved training and 
development with the junior 
players.

£1194*

Sussex Association for 
Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus

£1500

Friends of Burgess Hill Green 
Circle Network
equipment for wildlife themed 
activities.

£1595

East Grinstead Business 
Association
website upgrade to  
ensure the site works on 
all devices, increasing  
site use.

£1500

Facility Grants Scheme

Community and 
Economic  
Development 
Grants 

Small revenue grants

South of England show
sponsorship of the Young 
Craftsman of the Year Award.

£1000

Sponsorship

*indicates funded from Section 106 funding which is entirely made of  
developer contributions in the District. Where relevant grants are  

dependent on the applicants receiving planning permission.

Headteacher, Jonathan 
Morris said 

We look forward to 
the benefits it will 
bring, not only to 
our students but 
to our neighbours 
and friends in the 
vicinity.
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Grants MATTERS

Grant applications are considered by the Cabinet 
Grants Panel which meets three times a year. 

The next Cabinet Grants Panel meets on 7 June 2016
The deadline for the next funding round is 1 May 2016
  
You can apply if:

You are a not-for-profit group such as a charity or  
a community group or club which can provide a  
constitution and financial information. Schools  
and parish / town councils can also apply if the  
project benefits the wider community.

The grant must be of direct benefit to the residents  
of Mid Sussex District and at least 80% of the people 
that will benefit should be Mid Sussex residents.

Your organisation must be open to all and have an 
equal opportunities statement. All applications will 
need to demonstrate how their community activity can 
help the Council to deliver on its identified priorities.
If you have any queries please contact the Council’s 
Community Leisure Officer on  01444 477275, or 
email culture@midsussex.gov.uk 

www.midsussex.gov.uk/grants

Supporting communities – how to apply

In the last year over £260k has been given in 
grants.

• £195,057 given to facility grants

• £35,474 to community and economic  
 development grants

• £26,589 to small revenue grants

• £2,292 to spotlight grants

• £2,895 in sponsorship grants.

A total of £262,307 given in grants in the last year.

Grants in 2015/16



Funding care could be as easy as 1,2,3… 1,2,3!
Let Carewise lead you through it step-by-step.  Plan ahead with independent, 

trustworthy advice and take away the worry of paying for care.

WS908 01.16

01243 642121 • SOCIALCARE@WESTSUSSEX.GOV.UK
WWW.WESTSUSSEXCONNECTTOSUPPORT.ORG/CAREWISE



Sport MATTERS

Starting workout classes… Blog article by Charlotte MacRae – Class Instructor

Fitness classes (group exercise) are one of the fastest 
growing and most popular ways to get fit and get the 
results you want. At the same time, they can be the 
scariest places to enter in a fitness environment if 
you’ve never been before… Am I right?!

The fear of walking into the unknown, a class full of  
people who have ‘their spot’, a class of people who all 
know what they are doing (or seem to!), a class where 
everyone has the coordination of Anton du Beke, a class 
full of people who are all physically fit and in peak condition.  
(As an instructor I would love to see this class!)

If you have never been to a class before, I can see how 
all of these things would be barriers that might stop you 
entering the class environment. As a class instructor, I 
can assure you that those doors may seem scary but on 

the other side of them is a group of people that once felt 
(and maybe still do feel) the same way as you do.
I will also let you in to a secret – even the instructor once 
did and sometimes still does feel the exact same way.  
It’s just as scary for us walking in to teach a new class as 
it is for you to experience it. We’re all in this together.

So I am here to tell you all about how ‘unscary’ these 
classes are – I kid you not, the worst bit will be walking 
through the door. Once you are in there, nothing else will 
matter, everyone is in the same boat.

We have over 300 workout classes at The Triangle, The 
Dolphin and Kings Centre.  
Visit www.placesforpeopleleisure.org and search for 
your local site to have a look what’s on offer. 
https://hints4health.wordpress.com/

Fun Pool Facts about The Triangle 
Swimming woggles (long floats) were one of our most 
popular purchases at the centre. If you placed all of the 
woggles purchased last year until today, end to end 
they would reach from The Triangle all the way to  
Martlets shopping centre.. 

Over 322,444 swimmers used our changing village 
last year. We have 114 changing cubicles. That means 
each cubicle is used on average 10.5 times per day. 
Our busiest swimming day of 2015 was Sunday 23rd 
August. 

Our pools hold over 1.7 million litres of water. If you  
assume we all drink between 2-4 litres of water each day, 
it would take 100 people over 15 years to consume all 
the water in our pools. Our fitness pool is open for public 
swimming 3549 hours per year. 

Most popular aqua fitness session… aqua aerobics  
on Thursday with Pam. Average calories lost during a 
45 minute aqua aerobics session is 300. 

Unsurprisingly the Leisure Pool was by far the most 
popular with our junior splashers from 8-16years! 
Adults: 35.88%
Junior: 52.50%
Under 3s: 11.62%

Over 4400 carers have been given FREE access to 
assist people with swimming in 2015. It takes us a 
minimum of 80 hours to train a single lifeguard to start 
saving lives at our centre.  

9 local schools regularly attend the centre for swimming 
lessons. Upwards of 600 children attend Triangle group 
swimming lessons per week. Since we opened in 
March 1999 we have taught approximately 8,000 local 
children how to swim! 

Approximately 10-15 pairs of lost goggles are handed  
into our reception per week. Many are reclaimed, any 
left longer than 1 month are donated. The 
strangest Item EVER handed in at poolside 
was a set of, wait for it…  false teeth... they 
were never reclaimed.

With data compiled from our SWIMTAG tracker system. 
Our most dedicated swimming member is Kevin, from 
Burgess Hill. He swam over 272miles in 2015, the 
equivalent of swimming the channel 11 times over. He 
had already swum 25miles in the first 20 days of 2016! 

DID YOU KNOW?

The Triangle, Burgess Hill ● 01444 876000 ● www.thetriangleleisurecentre.org
The Dolphin, Haywards Heath ● 01444 457337 ● www.thedolphinleisurecentre.org

Kings Centre, East Grinstead ● 01342 328616 ● www.kingsleisurecentre.org
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Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead,  
RH19 3BS
01342 302000

Bob Fox is The Songman  
17 March, 8pm, £10/£12
Bob Fox has lovingly developed his skills 
in the performance of folk song in all its 
various forms. His music is deeply  
influenced by the culture and industrial 
folk song from County Durham.

Fisher Stevens is Elvis
18 March, 7.30pm, £15/£16
Winner of the International 
Elvis Masters Championships 
2014, Fisher Stevens is 
renowned as one of the best 
Elvis tribute artists in the UK. 

Imberhorne School presents -  
iDance 2016
21 – 22 March, 7pm, £8/£12
A celebration of Dance from  
Imberhorne School. 

Deborah Lamb Theatre Arts  
presents - TECHNO
2 April, 1.30pm & 7.15pm, £12

The Bohemians
8 April, 7:30pm, £16.50/£17.50
Internationally renowned Queen tribute 
band take you on 
a high energy roller 
coaster ride of a 
concert, featuring  
the back catalogue 
of one of the world’s 
most popular and iconic rock acts of all 
time. 

Shakatack
9 April, 7.30pm, £17 
Shakatak have enjoyed a level of success 
and career longevity rarely seen in 
contemporary music. A vibrant live act, 
combining astute musicianship with a 
sense of fun, while always retaining  
an ‘underground element’. 

Richard Digance – Live on stage
10 April, 7.30pm, £13/£15
Richard Digance is  
not just a singer/ 
guitarist, he is also a 
one man creative  
industry, whose 
achievements are  
acknowledged around 
the world. Come and meet Richard at 
4pm as he displays and sells some of 
his incredible artwork.

The King is Dead; royal death and 
succession under the Tudors
13 April, 7.30pm, £13/£15
This lecture, by the UK’s  
leading constitutional  
historian David Starkey,  
uncovers the astonishingly 
dramatic story of the Tudors. 

The Rat Pack & Judy
15 April, 7.30pm, £19.50
The Official UK No: 1 Rat Pack tribute 
show, amaze audiences with their  
recreation of all the greats from The Rat 
Pack. Now featuring Becky O’Brien as 
Judy Garland, who was an original  
member of the Holmby Hills Rat Pack.  

Swan Lake
19 April, 5pm & 8pm, £12.50/£19.50
One of the best 
known love stories, 
performed by the 
ever popular Vienna 
Festival Ballet. Lavish costumes,  
stunning scenery, international stars, 
and the glorious music from Tchaikovsky 
make this a night not to be missed.

Meet Tommy Atkins
20 April, 7.30pm £10/£12
This brand new play written by James 
Ruddick (Death at the Priory) and  
playwright/actor Peter Gill (Talbot 
House) tells the story of Tommy Atkins 
and the realities of war for those who 
actually fought it. In an astonishing solo 
performance, the audience are taken 
on a journey with Tommy and the  
battles he fought.

The Fortunes –  
Past & Present 2015 tour
22 April, 7.30pm, £16.50/£17.50
Winner of the International Elvis  
Iconic hit Band of the 60s and 70s, 
perform an intimate show including  
all their fabulous hits, along with  
anecdotes & stories drawn from their 
many experiences over the years.  
Early Bird Special offer: £15.00

Joe Longthorne
29 April, £22
Beginning his career over three decades 
ago, Joe’s repertoire of voices includes 
hundreds of the world’s top singers; 
however, he is perhaps best known for 
his impersonation of Shirley Bassey who 
has commented, “Joe can do me better 
than I can do myself”. 

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath,
RH16 3DN
01444 455440

Lost In Blue by Debs Newbold
2 April, 8pm, £10/£12
Lost in Blue is a funny, uplifting,  
poignant and at times wonderfully 
bizarre one-woman show.  This is verbal 
cinema; Debs Newbold’s powerful  
storytelling fuelled by innovative sound 
technology.

My Pet Monster and Me
4 April, 2.30pm, £9.50
A funny big-hearted hoot of a show with 
lots of fun for little monsters age 3-7 
and their grown ups too!

Seriously Funny Comedy Club
7 February, 8pm, £9/£11
Enjoy some seriously funny comedy at 
Mid Sussex’ longest running Comedy 
Club. Check out the website to see who 
you can expect to see on the night!

Feast of Fiddles
8 April, 8pm, £19.50
Combining the  
colossal talents of some 
of Britain’s top fiddlers in 
a flourish of fretwork! A 
veritable musical extravaganza covering 
almost every genre and involving quite 
a few fiddles!

Seriously Funny Comedy Club
12 May, 8pm, £9/£11

Mainly Madness
13 May, 8.30pm, £12.50
Not only are Mainly Madness a tribute  
to the great band itself but also a  
celebration of Two Tone & Ska which 
includes such inspirational bands as  
The Specials, Bad Manners and The 
Beat.

Simon Evans
9 June, 8pm, £12/£14
Host of BBC Radio 4’s ‘Goes to 
Market’ and star of BBC’s ‘Live  
at the Apollo’.  An evening of  
sizzlingly entertaining,  
devastatingly funny gags –  
check out Simon’s super-sharp wit! 

Martlets Hall
Civic Way
Burgess Hill
RH15 9NN
01444 242888

The Big Session
22 April, £7.50/£8
Three hours of live music featuring The 
Askew Sisters, local acoustic duo Short 
Cover and the 6 piece band Bonfire  
Radicals. We then throw in plenty of 
local real ale, Fairtrade wine and food 
treats.
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Dance of Life
3 April, 11am, £2/£4
This show brings together schools from 
Burgess Hill dance academy, VB Dance 
and then the Rebirth Network in a dance 
show about life - its joys and its struggles.

Fay Hield & The Hurricane Party
23 April, 8pm, £8/£16
Singer Fay Hield (winner of two BBC  
Radio 2 Folk Awards) and her long-
standing band, The Hurricane Party, 
bring a full range of traditional music - 
at times contemplative but often full of 
vibrancy and passion.

Son Guarachando Latin Club Night
29 April, 8pm, £11.50/£12.50
Whether playing at a concert, a salsa 
class or private party, Cuarteto Guara-
chando’s wealth of experience, charis-
matic stage performance and exciting 
repertoire of Son, Salsa and Afro Cuban 
music never fails to get enthralled  
audiences onto the dance floor.

London Community Gospel Choir
30 April, 8pm, £10/£20
Known for their funky gospel flare, 
swing-beat, R ‘n’ B, traditional and 
soulful arrangements, with invigorating 
choreography and vocal gymnastics, 
LCGC are outstanding to watch!

Other Events
Borde Hill 
Borde Hill Gardens, 
RH16 1XP

Easter Eggsplorer
25 March - 10 April, included with  
entry fee

Sculpture Exhibition 
1 May – 30 September, included with 
entry fee
Borde Hill Garden’s 
17th annual  
Sculpture Exhibition

Horse Trials
28 - 29 May
Dressage, Cross 
Country and Show-
jumping in the 
Parkland, including 
marquees with stalls.

Nature Week
28 May – 5 June, included with  
entry fee

Bluebell Railway
Sheffield Park Station 
TN22 3QL. 
Advance booking 01825 720800

Afternoon Tea Lounge Car
5 March – 19 November, £39/£44
Afternoon Tea served 
on board as you 
steam through the 
beautiful Sussex 
countryside.

Chip Night After Dark
12 March, 6.30pm, £28.50
The 22 mile round trip will take about 
one hour 45 minutes. 

Bo Peep Easter Specials
25-28 March, £9/£22
Bo Peep will be travelling on board our 
special 1913 Observation Carriage where 
she will meet all children on board and 
present them with an Easter Gift. 
East Grinstead Museum 
Cantelupe Rd, 
East Grinstead 
RH19 3BJ  
01342 302233

Easter Children’s Trail 
24 March - 10 April, free
Special Easter themed trail for 5-11 
year olds. 

Guided Town Walks 
10 April, 11.30am & 2.30pm & 21 May, 
2.30pm £2.50/£5
Simon Kerr leads visitors through the 
town’s history from medieval to recent 
times. Tours last for an hour. Limited 
spaces available so advance booking 
necessary. 

Remembering East Grinstead’s  
Markets & Fairs
until 22 May, free
An exhibition tracing the history of the 
town’s markets and fairs, from the 
granting of a Charter by Henry III in 
1247, to the present Farmers Market. 

Wakehurst Place 
Ardingly 
RH17 6TN.  
01444 894040

Vintage Afternoon Tea
20 March, £17.50
Served in the Mansion. Price includes 
entry to Wakehurst.

Easter Adventure… Cone-ecting with 
Nature
25 March - 1 April, 10.30am - 3.30pm, £3
Take part in our Easter holiday activity 
with the Cone Challenge Trail, become 
a cone scientist and cone-clude with 
some Easter egg fun.

Kingfisher and Badger Watching 
Evenings
16 - 19 May, 5.30pm - 9.30pm, £30
Watch these magnificent creatures 
close-up from our hides in the Loder 
Valley Nature Reserve on this guided 
evening trail led by our warden. Limited 
to 12 people, so book early. 

Wild Wood Weekend
28 - 30 May, 10am - 5pm
A weekend of wild woodland activities 
for all the family including traditional 
crafts, den building, storytelling, food 
and drink and more. Free with Wake-
hurst garden admission.

Haywards Heath Bike Ride
10 April 2016
With rides of 12.7 miles, 20.9 miles, 
48.2 miles and 73.5 miles on the day. 
Full details at www.hhbikeride.co.uk

Open Day Weir Wood 
7 May, 11am - 3pm
A chance for anyone interested in 
sailing to have a taster sail, meet the 
members and discuss boats
Weir Wood Sailing Club, Forest Row 
RH18 5HT, 01342 823462 

Vivace Choir at St Wilfrid’s Church, 
Haywards Heath
7 May, 7.30 pm, £8/£10
Local Choir Vivace will present a  
concert to raise funds for The Yews 
Centre in Haywards Heath. Singing a 
mixture of music from Joni Mitchell to 
Mozart! To book call 01444 412367

Garden and Local Produce Fair
19 May, 10am to 3pm, £4
In aid of New Horizon’s Appeal for St 
Catherine’s Hospice.
Cuckfield Park, West Sussex RH17 5AB 

Burgess Hill Bike Ride
5 June 
5 June 2016
With rides of 10, 20 and 40 miles.  
Full details at 
www.burgesshillbikeride.co.uk

The Equestrian.com 
Hickstead Derby Meeting
23 - 26 June
The Equestrian.com Derby is one of 
the most famous showjumping classes 
in the world, an iconic event, one that 
makes heroes of its human and equine 
stars. Hickstead Showground,  
RH17 5NU
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Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road,  
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

www.midsussex.gov.uk
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk 
 Mid Sussex District Council
 @MSDCnews

Reception open
Mon-Thurs  8.45am - 5.15pm
Friday 8.45am - 4.15pm

Telephone: 01444 458166

For emergencies outside office hours call 0845 602 1035.

Key contacts for Council Services:

POLICE and CRIME 
COMMISSIONER  

ELECTION 
Thursday 5th May 2016

EUROPEAN  
UNION (EU) 

REFERENDUM  
Thursday 23rd June 2016

Not registered to vote?  
Apply in less than 5 minutes on-line:  

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote  
 (NI No. & date of birth required) 

Electoral Services help line 
01444 477003 

elections@midsussex.gov.uk




