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Spring is always a time for optimism, a
glass half full springs to mind.

This edition of MSM features our budget
information and gives a sense of what was
achieved last year, and the challenges
ahead. The cover features the new
contractor for maintenance of our parks
and open spaces, The Landscape Group.  

A lot of planning and sheer hard work
goes into a garden at springtime to make
it a success, in many ways this is just the
same for any business or organisation
and most certainly for the Council.
Spring is when we really move forward,
we assess the previous year, we plan
ahead and we set a budget that delivers
those plans, once the budget is agreed
we work hard to ensure those aspirations
are achieved.

Recent years have been tough; for the
2014/15 financial year we had to find
£532,000 in further savings due to the
continued squeeze on local government
funding and we will have to find more in
the future. However, in the last few years
we have examined our organisation from
top to bottom and achieved £5.5million in
efficiency savings. This work has given
us a solid foundation, allowed us to plan
ahead, maintain our frontline services,
protect our contributions to the voluntary
sector and importantly, freeze Council
Tax for the fourth consecutive year!

Meanwhile the new refuse and recycling
depot at Bridge Road is nearing
completion and the business starter
units planned for the site have been
agreed. Plans for town centre
regeneration are progressing in Burgess
Hill and East Grinstead as is the station
area redevelopment at Haywards Heath. 

As you would expect, some plans take
longer to achieve and it was
disappointing when towards the end of
last year the Planning Inspector decided
we needed to revisit aspects of ‘Duty to
Co-operate’, an element of our draft
District Plan. Our efforts have now been
refocused on strengthening this part of
the Plan, working closely with our Local
Authority neighbours and our Towns and
Parishes to enable the Plan to be re-
submitted at the earliest possible
opportunity. 

Cllr Garry Wall
Leader, Mid Sussex District Council
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Welcome to the latest edition of MSM

If you need this
publication in
another
language or
format 
please call
01444 458166.  

Mid Sussex Matters is  free to
all residents and provides you
with information about our
services. Published by the
Communications Team, Mid
Sussex District Council,
Oaklands Road, Haywards
Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS.

Designed and Printed by 
Treetop Design and Print.
www.treetopdesignandprint.com

70,000 copies are distributed free to
Burgess Hill, East Grinstead, Haywards
Heath and Mid Sussex villages.

This magazine is delivered by the Royal Mail
according to local postcode boundaries. From time to
time these exceed the authority boundaries, but we
hope that even if you live outside of Mid Sussex, you
will still find something of interest within these pages.

Editorial: 01444 477240 
Advertising: 01293 863 131.
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk
You can find Mid Sussex District Council on Facebook
or on Twitter @MSDCnews. 

Next issue out on the 14 July 2014.
Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a
recommendation by Mid Sussex District Council of 
the products or services offered or the organisations
involved, nor will the council incur any liability
whatsoever for any claim relating to them.
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A special visit for
the Cherry Tree
Activity Centre
The Cherry Tree Activity Centre
in Burgess Hill was recently
the subject of the ITV “60
Minute Make Over programme”
presented by Peter Andre.
The programme highlighted
the work at the West Sussex
Age UK centre, of which MSDC
is a major funder, and assisted
to brighten up the centre with a
Christmas theme.  They then
went on to re-decorate the day
lounge including new furniture
and fittings.

The Council funds three of the
Age UK’s centres in the
District’s towns and also has
supported Age Concern in
Hassocks. The centres do
valuable work in their
communities by helping to
improve the later life.

District Plan
work goes on
Following submission of the Mid Sussex District Plan
in July 2013, the Secretary of State appointed an
Inspector to carry out an examination of the Plan.
The first hearing, which took place in November, was
solely to hear evidence on whether Mid Sussex
District Council had met the Duty to Co-operate with
other Councils in preparing their Plan. The Duty to
Co-operate states that Councils need to work with
neighbouring Councils in developing their plans. In
December the Inspector stated that he was not
satisfied that the Council had met the Duty to Co-
operate, and advised the Council to withdraw the
Plan to do more work on the Duty. 

The Council is continuing to work with other Councils
to address the issues identified by the Inspector. We
are working hard to resubmit the District Plan as
soon as possible with the best chance of success.

You can see the full background and
keep up to date with our progress at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/districtplan

Local news

As part of preparations for the Mid Sussex Marathon weekend on 3 – 5 May the Council’s
Wellbeing team have been working with Haywards Heath Harriers and Burgess Hill
Runners to provide dedicated running groups to help beginners learn to run.

The Mid Sussex Marathon is a unique event that’s perfect for beginners because
people can choose how far they want to run. Runners who feel more confident can
take on one leg of the Mid Sussex Marathon Weekend by running in the 10-mile race in
East Grinstead on Saturday 3 May, the 10-mile Haywards Heath race on Sunday 4 May
or the 6.2-mile (10km) race in Burgess Hill on Monday 5 May. Together these three
races combine to add up to the classic marathon distance of 26.2 miles.

Under 14s and adults new to running also have the option of entering the Mid Sussex
Mile which is held each day starting at 9.30am and costs £3 to enter.

www.midsussexmarathon.co.uk
For more information about ongoing Learn to Run courses 
email Kamella.Clough@midsussex.gov.uk or contact the 
Mid Sussex Wellbeing team on 01444 477048.

Mid Sussex Marathon weekend
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In the picture
Are you a keen photographer?  The freshly painted
walls of the Council’s re-vamped reception area at
Oaklands are set to be the site of a new
photography competition.  You could win £250 of
camera vouchers - see page 16 for details.

Safer in 
Sussex Fund
The Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner, Katy Bourne,
has established a new fund to support local voluntary and
community groups tackle crime and improve community
safety. The Fund is worth £200,000 in total.

Individual awards will usually be up to £5,000 and will be
granted for projects that meet the funding criteria and
support the priorities commissioners set out in the Police
and Crime Plan. The fund is due to be awarded quarterly
with the next deadline for applications on 30 June 2014. 

If you have a project which could help make Mid Sussex
safer you can find out more about this funding at
www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/safer-in-sussex-community-fund

Help for
business with
new startup units
New business starter units are being planned at Bridge
Road in Haywards Heath. 

The offices and workshops will provide emerging and
small businesses with a simple and affordable way to
secure their first commercial base. The site will be
equipped with the latest technology to ensure that 
each unit is ready for local businesses to move in 
and start trading.

The business unit will be managed by Basepoint, a not 
for profit charitable trust who specialise in this area.  
The building will be completed towards the end of 2014.

If you are a pensioner, have long term ill health, are
registered disabled or have a hearing or visual
impairment, you may be eligible for extra help from
energy suppliers.

One helpful service is the Priority Services Register, 
a scheme which offers free services including bills in
accessible formats, free re-location of your meter,
priority reconnection and assistance if your energy
supply is disrupted.

How to sign up
You need to contact your energy supplier and ask to
register. If you have different suppliers for electricity and
gas, you will need to register with each. A carer can
register on your behalf. There is no charge and you can
register for all or some of the services

MSM 80 cover 
In our previous edition the
cover featured a handmade
refuse and recycling truck.
This truck was made by
Albert Newnham (Albie)
who died last year. Albie
was a well-respected
member of his community and much loved by those
around him, his family and his siblings.

Former colleague, Hadrian Speight, recalls Albie, saying
“he worked as a Refuse Collector in Mid Sussex for many
years and that he would repair anything from cuckoo
clocks to motor bikes. His memory is warm and enduring
in the minds of his friends and colleagues at Serco.”

His wife Trudi remembers that Albie made the refuse truck
from memory along with everything else he made. He
made a lot of items out of scrap wood, and he was always
happy in his shed making things from recycled materials. 

Priority Services
Register

           



Town centre updates
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East Grinstead
redevelopment plan
making good progress
MSDC and Frontier Estates are making good progress
towards redeveloping Queen's Road car park and
surrounding areas of the town centre in East Grinstead. 
A planning application for a finalised scheme is 
anticipated this summer.

Proposals from Frontier currently include:
• a re-modelled Martells department store
• a major new food store
• a new public square and improved public realm
• additional retail at street level and residential

accommodation above (20 – 30 units)
• increased car parking on two basement levels 

with space for around 365 cars.

Burgess Hill and Haywards
Heath in discussion
Burgess Hill
In Burgess Hill, the District and Town councils are
working closely with NewRiver Retail to produce
plans for improvements at the Martlets shopping
centre in the town centre.

Haywards Heath
The approved development around the station quarter
has been enhanced to include further parking with
Network  Rail adding an additional level to their car
park at the site, bringing the total number of spaces
up from 670 to around 1,100.
The £40 million plus development which includes a
new Waitrose, will start this year with the decked car
park leading the commencement of the scheme.

www.midsussex.gov.uk/towncentres

           



Into work
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People in Mid Sussex who have been affected by changes
to benefits can get help through a variety of projects
which are being run through the Council.

The Mid Sussex Into Work programme is designed to help
anybody in Mid Sussex who would like to get back to work,
or move into a better paid job, who needs a little extra help
and support to do so.

Residents can take part in free and friendly short courses
which are run by Dawn Grant of
Working Futures, a company that
specialises in providing people with
necessary skills to get back into
work – call Dawn now to find out
how she could help you.

Making the most of your money -
practical advice and sessions to help
you make your money go further.

Moving on into Work - help and advice about 
getting back into work.

Back Into work and back in the black

A mature woman who had lost confidence and is
the main carer for her elderly mother wanted to
get back into the world of work. Through the
help delivered by these sessions she has now
applied to volunteer at the Children’s Centre 
in Sidney West. 

"The course was very good, Dawn has helped me
increase my confidence and focus on returning to
work. I am really excited about my new
volunteering opportunity, it will help me to 
refresh my admin skills and help me get work”.

A young parent from Hurstpierpoint who, during
the course, had help in refreshing her CV. She
got some help in application and covering
letters by email as she is South American and
needed support with written English. She has a
degree in Sociology from Venezuela and a
Masters in Science of Applied Psychology from
Sussex University. After Christmas Dawn got the
good news that she got a job.

“I have good news. I got a temporary job with the
Department of Education.  I had my interview last
week and they already offered me the position.”

Some success stories 
from Moving on into Work

What residents have said
“Very good information today and 
learned a lot ! Thank you” 

“Very worthwhile course to help 
with every day issues on finance”

“Good coverage of debt management”

“I have more confidence now Dawn has
made me realise I have a lot to offer” 

“All information given by the tutor 
really helpful and informative and 
giving excellent guidance” 

If you would like to find out more about the
courses please contact Dawn on 077369 46333
or email dawn@working-futures.co.uk 

Mid Sussex District Council and West Sussex
County Council have funded this extra support
for local people.

           



A Design for Life
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• The Planning Service encourages developers to
discuss their schemes at the earliest opportunity 
and in good time prior to the submission of a
planning application. By doing this there is more
opportunity and time to influence, and potentially
improve, the design.

• Councillors now have more involvement at this early
stage as they are invited to attend pre application
meetings for major developments to discuss the
schemes with officers, architects and developers to
ensure that local issues are addressed at an early
stage in the design.

Mid Sussex District is an attractive place to live, work and visit, with a high quality natural and
built environment. However, it must try to accommodate increasing needs for housing and other
development. It is therefore especially important to ensure a high quality of design in terms of
the location, layout and the architecture of new developments. This is about sensitively
addressing  new development as well as creating attractive living environments, which have a
sense of place.

The Council is in a good position to influence this in the following ways:

Burgess Hill town centre

Together with a new avenue of Plane trees along Queen
Elizabeth Avenue, the McCarthy and Stone retirement
home scheme was designed as a formal gateway to
Burgess Hill town centre. 

Houses in Southway, Burgess Hill

These contemporary semi-detached houses were
encouraged to fit comfortably into the site by using a
consistent design, neutral colouring and the retained
mature trees.

Flat conversion, Victoria Road, Burgess Hill

This was previously a commercial building which was
transformed into a residential block. The building render
and grey paintwork of the windows helps add interest by
picking out the art deco style of the building.

East Grinstead Station

Improvements to the new Station design were made
possible by negotiations with the rail authorities on the
back of the Town Council’s reservations about the original
proposal. As a result of this the station has a bigger and
more formal façade which is turned to face towards the
town centre.

Wilmington Way, Haywards Heath

The roof profile of this scheme was designed to maximise
solar collection. In contrast to the old housing it replaced,
the buildings are a series of well-connected streets and
open spaces with secure/private gardens at the rear.

Boundary Place, Warninglid

Winner of the MSDC Sustainability Award 2012. This
project includes sustainability features including
combined heat and power, high insulation spec and
employment of recycled or locally sourced 
sustainable materials.

Recent projects
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• A full time design specialist at the Council negotiates
design improvements with architects and developers
on all major planning applications to ensure
Government guidance and local design policies are
adhered to. The Council's Conservation officer
advises on schemes in Conservation Areas and on
listed buildings.

• Mid Sussex District Council was one of the first
authorities to set up a Design Review Panel
comprising experienced local architects with a strong
interest in sustainability. They meet every two months
to give their professional views on the most
prominent schemes in the District, which contribute
to negotiating improved and more environmentally
responsive designs.

• The MSDC Design Awards take place every three
years to promote high quality schemes in the District
and this inspires developers of further schemes to
meet this quality standard.

National guidance
Central Government has produced
several design guidance documents. 
For example, the “Building for Life” standards set out
the importance of the existing context in shaping the
architecture and layout of schemes including the
provision of public open space and good quality 
public areas. 

“Safer Places” encourages schemes to be designed so
they feel safe for residents and visitors. “Manual for
Streets” encourages well connected developments
that build in the needs of pedestrians and cyclists and
are not over-reliant on private cars. These guidance
documents are used to inform discussions on design.

The Council is also looking at further means to
promote the importance of design to help ensure that
good quality schemes are approved and poorly
designed schemes are not allowed to proceed.

www.midsussex.gov.uk/planning
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Competition
winners
The Waitrose
vouchers competition
in our previous
edition was very
popular. Our three
lucky winners were

£50 winner
Mrs Sheila Williams 

of Burgess Hill

£50 winner
Mrs S C Bates 
of Burgess Hill

Photography
Competition
You could win £250 of

camera vouchers 
(£100 and 2 x £50)

All you need to do is submit your
photographs promoting Mid Sussex
(landscape, townscape, local events,

people and attractions).

A judging panel will choose the winners 
and the photos will be used by MSDC and 
displayed in our reception at Oaklands.

Visit the website www.midsussex.gov.uk/msm 
to find out more. Terms and conditions apply.

£250 of plant
vouchers to be won
We have teamed up with South Downs
Nurseries and Garden Centre in Hassocks
to help Mid Sussex gardens bloom

SOUTH DOWNS
NURSERIES & GARDEN CENTRE

Brighton Road, Hassocks BN6 9LY

South Downs Nurseries and Garden Centre
opened in 1997 and offers the largest range of
plants in Sussex, many grown at the nursery.
The South Downs Heritage Centre lies
adjacent to the Coffee Shop at South Downs
and displays Sussex crafts from a bygone
age. This is a free museum with donations
passed to good local causes. 

You can win one of three £50 or a £100 plant
voucher by entering our competition.

Question – name the museum
which can be found in the
South Downs Nurseries 
and Garden Centre?

To enter the competition please send your
answer to  msm@midsussex.gov.uk or to
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands,
Haywards Heath RH16 1SS by 2 May 2014.
Please note that when you enter the competition
your contact details will be passed on to South
Downs Nurseries who may use them to contact you
about special offers and events. 
Please tick here � if you do not want your details
passed on. If you are entering by email please state
if you do not want your contact details passed on. 

£100 winner
Mary Mustin of

Haywards Heath
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Abandoned vehicles
abandonedvehicles@midsussex.gov.uk
01444 477440 

Allotments (Cuckfield Glebe Rd and Poynings only)
bookings@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477379 

Anti-Social Behaviour
01444 477489 (non-emergency line)
antisocialbehaviour@midsussex.gov.uk

Arts Development
arts@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477275 

Asbestos Advice
pollution@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477292 

Benefits - Council Tax and Housing
benefit@centralsussex.gov.uk
01444 477264
www.revsandbens.centralsussex.gov.uk

Benefit Fraud Hotline
fraud@centralsussex.gov.uk
01444 477400

Bins
See Refuse and Recycling

Bonfires: Commercial and Domestic
pollution@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477292

Building Control
bcinfo@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477570

Business Rates Enquiries
revenue@centralsussex.gov.uk
www.revsandbens.centralsussex.gov.uk
01444 477564

Business Rates Payments
0845 301 0205 (24hrs)

Business Support
See Economic Development

Car Parking
parkinginfo@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477212

Choice-Based Lettings (CBL)
See Housing Register Applications.

Civic Halls
Clair Hall, Haywards Heath
clairenquiries@freedom-leisure.co.uk 01444 455440
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
martletsenquiries@freedom-leisure.co.uk 
01444 242888

Clinical Waste Collection
01444 477440

Commercial Waste and Recycling Companies
Find details at www.sustainablebusiness.org.uk 
01444 477501

Community Safety
communitysafety@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477550

Concessionary Travel
See Taxi vouchers and Railcards

Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings
planningpolicy@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477053

HERE TO HELP On average our Customer Contact Centre takes nearly 2500
calls each week and help with over 300 face to face enquiries.

Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands, Haywards Heath RH16 1SS 
Monday - Thursday   8.45am - 5.15pm
Friday   8.45am - 4.15pm.

General Enquiries
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk
Telephone: 01444 458166

A

B

C

If you haven’t already, you will soon be receiving your
Council Tax bill for 2014/15, which is one payment which
goes towards a variety of public services in this area.

If you have queries about your Council Tax contact:

Council Tax and 
Business Rates Enquiries

Email: revenue@centralsussex.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01444 477564

Council Tax 
Benefit Enquiries

Email: benefit@centralsussex.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01444 477264
www.revsandbens.centralsussex.gov.uk

Please
pullout 

this 
section 

and keep

A to Z of services

           



Councillors and Committees
committees@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477111

Council Tax Enquiries
revenue@centralsussex.gov.uk  01444 477564
www.revsandbens.centralsussex.gov.uk
Payments 0845 301 0205 (24hrs)

Dangerous Buildings
01444 477570 (out of hours 0845 602 1035)

Dead Animals
01444 477440

Dog Control / dog fouling
dogcontrol@midsussex.gov.uk
01444 477041 / 01444 477561

Dog Waste Bins
wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477440

Economic Development
business@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477053

Electoral Services
elections@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477003

Entertainment
see Civic Halls and What’s On

Empty Homes
housingadvice@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477309

Environmental Health
envhealth@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477292

Flooding and Drainage
drainage@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477408

Fly Tipping
streetsweeping@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477440

Food Safety (complaints, advice, training)
foodsafety@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477433

Freedom of Information
foi@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477422

Garden Waste
see Refuse and recycling

Grants and Loans
Disabled Facilities grant
housingstandards@midsussex.gov.uk  01444 477292
Community Building and Sports Facility grants
culture@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477275
Grants for local voluntary organisations
communityservices@midsussex.gov.uk
01444 477495

Graffiti Removal
graffiti@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477374

Health and Safety at Work
healthandsafetyenforcement@midsussex.gov.uk 
01444 477433

Leisure Centres
www.freedom-leisure.co.uk. See page 13

Licensing
licensing@midsussex.gov.uk  01444 477419

Local Land Charges and Searches
landcharges@midsussex.gov.uk  01444 477053

Local Strategic Partnership (LSP)
See Mid Sussex Partnership

Mid Sussex Wellbeing
wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477191
www.midsussexwellbeing.org.uk

F
L

E

G

M

H
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Local Democracy 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/elections
elections@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477003
Mid Sussex District Council maintains a voting register of
over 106,000 voters for this area which details who can
vote in some or all types of elections. European Elections
2014 will take place on 22 May, polling stations will be
open from 7am until 10pm.

Housing Services
www.midsussex.gov.uk/housing. We work with our 
partners to provide housing options and advice.

Housing Advice and Homelessness
housingadvice@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477574
For free and confidential housing advice. 

Shared Ownership (Help to Buy)
housingadvice@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477309
For advice and information on affordable 
shared ownership in Mid Sussex.

Housing Conditions
housingstandards@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477292
Works to uphold housing standards in the private sector
rental market.

Housing Development (Affordable)
housingadvice@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477431
Working with partner organisations to secure sites and
funding for new affordable housing in the District.

Housing Register Applications
www.midsussex.gov.uk/homemove  0300 100 0303
midsussexhomemove@affinitysutton.com 
The register is run for the Council and housing association
partners by the Homemove Team at Affinity Sutton.

D

C
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Nature Reserves
parksopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477374

Noise Complaints
pollution@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477292

Out of Hours Service
0845 602 1035 For emergencies outside office hours.

Park Rangers
rangers@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477561

Parks, Open Spaces and Playing Fields
parksopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477439

Pest Control
pestcontrol@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477423

Pitches and Pavilions for Hire
bookings@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477379

Planning Applications / Enquiries
planninginfo@midsussex.gov.uk  01444 477019 

Planning Investigations
planninginvestigations@midsussex.gov.uk 
01444 477332

Planning Policy
planningpolicy@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477053

Pollution (land, premises, atmosphere)
pollution@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477292

Railcards (discounted)
concessionarytravel@midsussex.gov.uk 

Road Closures (temporary, for events)
Visit web page for online form 01444 477305

Sports Development
sport@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477012

Street Cleaning
streetsweeping@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477440

Street Naming / Numbering
addressqueries@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477175

Supported Housing Information
housingadvice@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477431

Sustainability
sustainability@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477370
www.midsussex.gov.uk/green

Sustainability Appraisals
planningpolicy@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477488

Taxi Licensing
taxilicensing@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477335

Taxi Vouchers
concessionarytravel@midsussex.gov.uk 

Toilets
toilets@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477305

Tourism Promotion
tourism@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477454  

Tree Management and Inspections
parksopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477004

Tree Preservation Orders
treeenquiries@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477458

Voting
See Electoral Services

Water Quality
pollution@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477292

What’s On
www.midsussex.gov.uk/events 01444 477240

Youth Services
youth@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477518

P
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Refuse and recycling
www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling
wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk 01444 477440
We operate an alternate weekly collection for general
rubbish and recycling. We also offer a subscription
garden waste collection service and a chargeable
bulky waste collection service.
• 11 bin crews emptying over 10,000 bins 

each working day
• Recycling rate of 45%

Items for 
recycling must be:
clean free from
food leftovers 
dry keep your
recycling bin shut
loose not in 
carrier bags

Leisure Centres  Freedom Leisure operate three
Leisure Centres on behalf of the Council.

The Triangle Burgess Hill RH16 8WA 01444 876000
triangleenquiries@freedom-leisure.co.uk

The Kings Centre East Grinstead RH19 3LN  01342 328616
kingsenquiries@freedom-leisure.co.uk

The Dolphin Haywards Heath RH16 1LY  01444 457337
dolphinenquiries@freedom-leisure.co.uk
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A warmer welcome – that saves money with the
improved Council reception area in Oaklands.
Relocating staff from two buildings to one means
savings on running costs and maintenance and gives
easier access to all the Council’s services.

Preventing homelessness and reducing the need for
temporary accommodation by providing people with timely
housing advice and help to rent privately.

Delivering new affordable housing in partnership with
housing associations and developers to provide homes
across the district including:
• Ashurst Wood - 12 new affordable homes for people

local to the parish
• Burgess Hill - 22 new affordable homes for over 55s at

Cherry Tree Court
• Haywards Heath - 71 new affordable homes at The

Americas.

Homebuyer help with 86% of searches returned to
solicitors within 3 working days we help local people to
secure mortgages, move home or take on new business
premises in the shortest possible time.

Getting people back to work Our Into Work programme
has assisted 71 people since last September. We ran
training courses for residents helping with CV writing,
interview skills and with advice to overcome some of the
fears about re-entering the workplace.

Family first Some families across the District need a bit
more support and the Think Family programme has helped
to provide this. We have given intensive support to 28
families this year, getting them the help they need to cope
before problems become a crisis. 

Well, well, well Our Wellbeing service, including the new
Wellbeing Coaches, continues to change the lives of
residents for the better, including help with weight loss,
smoking cessation and getting back to exercise:
• 786 residents have used the Wellbeing Service
• 284 residents have received a Wellbeing MOT 

or NHS Health Check
• 3 new Learn to Run courses have been set up
• 30 families have signed up to the 

Family Weight Management programme

New arrangements to look after our parks and
recreation spaces have been agreed which could save
over £1.5million during the 14 year contract, without any
changes to services. 

Beech Hurst Gardens in Haywards Heath won the Green
Flag Award once again and playgrounds and skate parks
across the District were improved.

Our recent £250,000 investment in the Kings Centre pool
is an investment in the future, as is the confirmation of the
new contract to run the Leisure Centres and Halls (see
page 21), ensuring centres are well supported.

Planning to be the best As the best performing Council in
West Sussex for speed of determining planning
applications (and in the top 5% nationally for dealing with
major applications) our planners have helped to bring
about major improvements. These include  Dunnings Mill
Care Home, Station redevelopments at Hassocks and East
Grinstead Railway stations, a new HQ for Avtrade in Sayers
Common, extension to Waitrose in Burgess Hill and the
new Refuse and Recycling Depot Bridge Road Haywards
Heath.

Supporting a stronger local economy
We want Mid Sussex businesses to thrive. With this in
mind the new business starter units at Bridge Road in
Haywards Heath will house new small businesses. 

The Food Hygiene Rating scheme gives consumers
confidence to use local facilities which have been rated
through the scheme.

We also support the valuable organisations and
community groups which knit our community together, by
providing grants and capital funding. We’ve committed 
over £1 million in developer contributions to local
community and sports facilities in 2013/14, 
see page 16 for the latest awards.

Despite continuing financial
challenges as MSDC continues to
work to improve the District, here
we look at back and celebrate some
of those achievements.

our improved reception at Oaklands

           



How spending has changed

Budget information 
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2013/14 net expenditure for the District including Town and Parish Councils 16,888

Savings from services, income generation and efficiencies (223)

Leisure retender savings (97)

Increase in Investment Property net income (60)

Inflation on cost of services 218

Other net increases in service budgets 74

Increased pension contribution 140

Reduced contribution to reserves (237)

Reduced contribution to Rate Retention Scheme Equalisation Reserve (41)

Increase in parish and town council precepts 105

2014/15 net expenditure for the District including Towns and Parishes £16,767

2014/15 2013/14
gross cost gross cost

£000 £000

Leisure centres and outdoor facilities 8% 4,515 4,939

Refuse and recycling 6% 3,369 3,292

Street cleaning and environment 5% 2,963 2,940

Planning and Economic Development 6% 3,736 3,273

Housing 6% 3,285 3,289

Housing benefit 54% 32,273 30,710

Transport and parking 2% 1,294 1,368

Other services 12% 6,748 6,691

Other contributions to Parishes 
and reserves 1% 249 527

Total budget 58,432 57,029

Where does the money go 

2014/15 2013/14
£000 £000

Income from fees, charges and rent 11% 6,196 6,141

Housing benefit grant 55% 32,266 30,703

Income from interest and property 
plus use of reserves 3% 1,639 1,377

Revenue support grant from Central Government 
and Business Rates retention scheme 8% 4,399 4,684

Other Government grants and contributions 6% 3,573 3,780

Council Tax payers 14% 8,478 8,379

Reversal of capital charges 3% 1,881 1,965

Total 58,432 57,029

How we are funded

55% 14%

11%

8%

6%
3%

3%

TOTAL
£58,432k

6%6%

54%

5%

8%

6%

12%

1%

2%

TOTAL
£58,432k

for full details visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/corporateplan

£000

           



Community matters
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In the most recent round of grants Mid
Sussex District Council continued to
support local groups with over £49,000 
of funding. By very careful financial
planning the Council is pleased to be in 
a position to continue supporting these
organisations which play a valuable role
in their communities. 

Hurstpierpoint Cricket Club
Repairs to Fairfield Recreation Ground 
Pavilion, Hurstpierpoint £7,605

Sayers Common Petanque and Boules Club
New petanque and boules pitch at Reeds Lane 
Recreation Ground, Sayers Common £2,625

East Grinstead Sports Club
To install two new energy efficient boilers 
at the East Grinstead Sports Club £20,000

Total £30,230

Community & Economic Fund Grants
East Grinstead Business Association
Cantelupe Road Art Mural £4,750

Total £4,750

Small Revenue Grants
Burgess Hill Youth
Contribution towards a holiday
activities programme  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,200

Chestnut Tree House
Feeding bottles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £500

East Grinstead Museum
Contribution towards cataloguing items 
from the Queen Victoria Hospital relating 
to Sir Archibald McIndoe and the 
Guinea Pig Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,500

The Haven Pregnancy Counselling Centre
Help with accommodation costs  . . . . . . . . £1,500

Hope (Building Confidence) 
“Hope is delighted to have been a recipient of
this MSDC grant to support our Sparkle Groups.
The money will provide us with a chance to
expand the opportunities offered for mothers to
develop interests, skills and confidence to
interact with a wider circle of community,
thereby leading a more fulfilling life for them 
and their families”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £500

Jigsaw
“We are delighted to have been chosen for
funding through MSDC this year. The money
granted will help us fund our East Grinstead
support groups which provide a safe space for
families to meet others in the same situation,
share experiences and help record memories
through activities such as salt jars and memory
boxes. The money will help us buy 
the resources to achieve this”  . . . . . . . . . . £1,300

Kangaroos
Contribution towards PALS Saturday 
Club and Playscheme . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,000

Respect Youth Club
Help with accommodation costs  . . . . . . . . . . £720

Sussex Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus
Contribution towards the Advisor, 
Social and Buddy Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £800

Tadpoles Swimming Club 
for the Disabled
Contribution towards pool hire, 
training, replacement wheelchair 
and equipment costs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £550

The Yews
Pressure washer to help keep 
walkways clear and safe.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £250

Total £11,820

Jigsaw - anger wall and salt jar

To find out about support through 
grants and funding you can visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/grants

           



Out and about

A network of pathways on the edge of Burgess Hill will be
protected for future generations to enjoy after being made
into Public Rights of Way.

The bridleways, which run through Malthouse Lane
Meadows and Pangdean Lane Meadows to the west of
Burgess Hill, have been improved to make them suitable
for walkers, cyclists, joggers and horse riders. The new
Public Right of Way status obtained by the bridleways
means they are protected by law and will remain a
permanent part of the Burgess Hill countryside.

Mid Sussex District Council owns the land and will share
the maintenance of the new Public Bridleways with West
Sussex County Council. The changes will extend the
County Council’s network of Public Bridleways into

Burgess Hill, making it easier for cyclists and horse riders
in the town to reach the countryside.

The new Public Bridleways form part of the Burgess Hill
Green Circle Network, a group of green spaces on the edge
of the town that are connected together using safe routes
that are free of vehicles. Local volunteers work with Mid
Sussex District, West Sussex County and Burgess Hill
Town Councils to protect the network and the countryside
around the town. This helps the local wildlife to move
between areas safely and makes it easier for local people
to enjoy the varied habitats and the wonderful landscape
that they create.

www.bh-green-circle.org.uk 
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Green c rc e
public ri eway
Green circle
public bridleway

Come along to St John’s Park in Burgess Hill on Saturday
7 June from 10am – 4pm, and find out more about your
local countryside.

‘Wild About Mid Sussex’ is a free wildlife exhibition
celebrating the wonderful countryside that surrounds the
towns and villages of Mid Sussex. The event gives
residents the chance to find out more about local wildlife
and conservation activities, and how to get involved.

On the day, a wide range of local, regional and national
organisations will be represented. The Freshwater
Habitats Trust have confirmed they will be there and
Sussex Wildlife Trust, West Sussex County Council
Rangers, Brighton University, Plumpton College, the East
Sussex Reptile and Amphibian Society and the Amateur
Entomologists’ Society are just some of the organisations
who we hope to see there. 

If you are a group who would like to have a free stall at
the event you can contact The Friends of Burgess Hill
Green Circle Network www.bh-green-circle.org.uk  

Are you Wild about Mid Sussex?

           



Your Council
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Planning Committees A and B have replaced North East and
South West Committees. Both Planning Committees will
now look at applications from across the District.
More information on meeting dates can be found at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/council or by contacting 
Committee Services on 01444 477003.

Meetings of the Council are open to the public 
and are held in the Council Chamber, Oaklands, 
Haywards Heath RH16 1SS unless stated otherwise.

02-Apr Scrutiny Committee - Leisure and Community 7pm
03 Apr District Planning Committee 2pm
09-Apr Council 7pm
10-Apr Planning Committee A 7pm
17-Apr Planning Committee B 7pm
01-May District Planning Committee 2pm
07-May Annual Council 7pm
22-May European Elections, polls are open 7am – 10pm
29-May Planning Committee A 7pm
02-Jun Cabinet 4pm
04-Jun Scrutiny Committee for 

Planning and Economic Development 7pm
05-Jun District Planning Committee 2pm
10-Jun Scrutiny Committee for 

Leader and Service Delivery 7pm
12-Jun Planning Committee B 7pm
17-Jun Standards Committee 7pm
18-Jun Council 7pm
24-Jun Audit Committee 7pm
25-Jun Licensing Committee 7pm
26-Jun Planning Committee A 7pm
01-Jul Scrutiny Committee for Leisure and Community 7pm
03-Jul District Planning Committee 2pm
07-Jul Cabinet 4pm
10-Jul Planning Committee B 7pm
23-Jul Council 7pm

Help for 
independent living
Did you know that you can get
Housing Support in Mid Sussex
to help you to live
independently? 

Here are some examples of the
support that is available.
Contact the services direct for
more information.

MyKey, Southdown Housing Association 
To support vulnerable people aged 16 to
64 who are having problems maintaining
their home, are at risk of losing their
accommodation or are already
homeless. 

Call 01903 867350 
Email  MyKey@southdownhousing.org

Housing Support Service for Young
People, Central Sussex YMCA
Services typically house and support
young people aged 16-25 who have
experienced homelessness or housing
crisis. The service aims to help young
people being able to plan for the future. 

Call 01444 230750 
Email referralsms@sussexcentral
ymca.org.uk

Mid Sussex Resettlement Service,
Family Mosaic Housing Association
Provides housing support to vulnerable
people with the following needs; mental
health, learning disabilities, substance
misuse and young people living across
Mid Sussex. 

Call 01444 810689 or 01444 810688 
Email MidSussexReferrals@
familymosaic.co.uk

Domestic Abuse Outreach support
service for victims of domestic violence
or abuse, Stonham Housing
Association.
Working closely with Worth Domestic
Abuse services to help individuals
suffering from any form of abuse to
make informed changes to their living
circumstances. 

Call 01903 205111 ext 85429 
Email: westsussexstonhamoutreachse
rvice@homegroup.org.uk

Here to Help, service Family Mosaic Housing Association
The service offers support to people aged 60 and over, to help individuals
improve their quality of life and remain independent, such as: maintaining
their tenancy and their home, dealing with repairs, aids and adaptations,
budgeting and maximising income and researching housing options and
linking in with other services. 

Call 01273 468 100 or Text: 07591 196 879
Email heretohelp@familymosaic.co.uk

           



Wellbeing matters
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Mid Sussex District Council and Albion in the
Community now offer a free wellbeing coaching
service. They work one-to-one with clients, helping to
help motivate them to achieve healthy lifestyle goals.

The coaches offer 6 – 8 free one-to-one sessions to
create positive changes in the lives of residents in 
areas such as -

•increasing activity levels  •managing stress or anxiety
•eating more healthily  •reducing drinking
•losing weight  •stopping smoking

The Wellbeing Coaches work around the needs of the
individual and are flexible in their approach. As well as
talking through plans they can be more practical and
active in their approach such as going along to an
activity with someone until they feel confident, helping
access services or going to the supermarket to help
identify healthy choices.

For more details on the Wellbeing Coaches
please contact the Wellbeing team.

On 21st of January The Gattons Infant
School hosted a Fun Fit Fair giving the
pupils, their siblings and parents a chance
to find out more about health and exercise.

"The staff, parents and children of The
Gattons Infant School thoroughly enjoyed
their ‘Fun Fit Fair’. Parents and children
had the opportunity to participate in fun
and healthy activities as well as finding 
out lots of really useful and informative
information. Following on from the ‘Fun 
Fit Fair’ the children have been 
enjoying making faces out of fruit!"

Miss Hikmet, 
Headteacher at The Gattons Infant School

If you are a school or a group who 
feel you could benefit from a 
Fun Fit Fair visit please contact 
Mid Sussex Wellbeing.

Mid Sussex Wellbeing
T: 01444 477191 
E: info@midsussexwellbeing.org.uk  
W: www.midsussex.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk

When Angie West of Haywards Heath found out she had
angina she started to think it was time to pay more
attention to her health. She found out about Mid Sussex
Wellbeing online and her sister Sandy went along with her
in March to the first meeting and they haven’t looked back
since.

Angie said, “Going along the first time and meeting Jann
(from the Wellbeing team) was the best day’s work I ever
did. They’ve changed my life 100%”

From not being physically active Angie has become more
motivated and confident, she shows us her pedometer with
9444 steps recorded, “Until I met Phil I’d never done a
day’s exercise in my life.”

As well as feeling better she has noticed a change in her
body “I’m wearing clothes I couldn’t wear before. I’ve 
got a coat that practically goes round me twice!” What
comes across is that both sisters feel much more
confident and positive in themselves and are proud of 
what they have achieved.

When Sandy looks back on how she felt a year ago she
says she was “self-destructive, I just didn’t care”. Both
sisters found motivation through their families, “I wanted 

to be able to play with the kids in the way they want to
play”, said Sandy, and  after a few months on the
programme felt she had much more energy.  “I’ve started
to say yes, more than no now.”

Advice from Angie and Sandy  - think about why you want
to get more healthy, medical or family or whatever reason
- know it yourself, then call the Wellbeing Team.

“From a scale of 1 to 10 of how I feel, 
I’m about at a 15!”. Sandy

Sandy and Angie with Wellbeing Coaches Phil (left) and Fran (right)

Wellbeing Coaches 
are here to help you! 

Fun Fit Fair

Sisters who are doing it for themselves – and their families
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Sport

The Dolphin is serving up a new badminton
programme for beginners and more experienced
players.  The new courses are aimed at adults keen to
learn and improve their basic badminton skills. These
‘Essentials’ sessions are led by a qualified Badminton
England coach and aim to be fun, enabling people to
enjoy developing their skills in a relaxed environment. 

For more experienced players the ‘Battle Badminton’
initiative from Badminton England will keep them on
their toes.  An online programme allows users aged
18+ to find new opponents and then issue and accept
challenges. Competitors then meet on court in singles
and doubles matches, setting their own rules and
scoring system. 

Boys Fitness Fun
Following a successful trial
programme at the Triangle for boys
aged 8-12 years old the Boys Fitness
Fun five-week exercise programme is
being expanded accross the District. 

Boys Fitness Fun introduces boys to a
wide variety of activities for all abilities
including circuits, boot camp and team
games. Freedom Leisure’s qualified
instructors supervise the sessions, which will run every
Monday from 4 – 4.45pm at The Triangle and every Friday
from 4 – 4.45pm at The Dolphin.

A        eisure is
w        Council to
invest in its facilities and provide refreshing, pleasant
environments in which the local community can exercise.

The latest project is the pool and changing rooms at Kings
Centre following a £250k investment from Mid Sussex
District Council. The changing areas are being refreshed
and redesigned with new lockers and showers. Poolside
will also receive a facelift with new flooring and decor. The
project began in February and the upgraded facilities will
officially open in early April. To allow the transformation to
happen, the pool at Kings Centre will temporarily close
from from 3 March until the first week of April. Freedom
Leisure will do all they can to minimise disruption and
swimmers will be welcome at nearby Freedom Leisure
centres during the closure period.

New leisure management
contract awarded
Mid Sussex District Council has appointed DC Leisure
to manage the Council’s leisure centres and civic halls.

The new contract starts on 1 July 2014 and will see
immediate improvements to the leisure centres, with
extensions to the gyms at all three sites and new
equipment being installed. New café areas will be
created and, to encourage young people to participate
in sport, swimming will be free for children under
eight years old and 16 to 24 year olds will be able 
to swim for £1.

Voted ‘Leisure Centre Operator of the Year’ at the 
UK Active Flame Awards in 2013, DC Leisure is a 
not-for-profit organisation that specialises in the
management of leisure facilities and currently
manages over 95 facilities around the country,
working with 29 local authorities.

In the next edition of MSM we will find out 
more about DC Leisure and their plans.

www.midsussex.gov.uk

The Triangle 
Tel: 01444 876000
Triangle Way  Burgess Hill  RH15 8WA

Kings Centre 
Tel: 01342 328616
Moat Road  East Grinstead  RH19 3LN

The Dolphin 
Tel: 01444 457337
Pasture Hill Road  Haywards Heath   RH16 1LY

www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

Leisure
Centre
investment

Badminton for beginners

           



What’s on
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Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead
RH19 3BS
01342 302000

Cinderella - 
Vienna Festival Ballet
15 April, 5pm and 8pm, £19 /
£17.50 (£12.50 for under 14s)
Vienna Festival Ballet’s full
length version with a specially
commissioned score, created
solely for Vienna Festival
Ballet by Chris Nicholls, with
music from some of Rossini’s
most famous operas.

Elvis the Movies Experience
17 April, 7.30pm, £16 / £15
Inviting you to follow Elvis to
Hollywood through his
Hollywood movie career
including King Creole,
Jailhouse Rock, GI Blues, Blue
Hawaii, Viva Las Vegas and
many more... With a full stage
cast including Mark Summers,
winner of the National Tribute
Awards as the UK’s Official
Number one Elvis Tribute

The Neil Diamond Story
25 April, 7.30pm, £12
Featuring favourites Cracklin’
Rosie, Sweet Caroline, Hello
Again and Love on The Rocks,
as well as more recent acoustic
material, Bob Drury’s one-man
show is an absolute ‘must see’
for all Diamond fans.

Dominic Kirwan – 
the 25th Anniversary Tour
1 May, 8pm, £18.50 / £16.50
Join Dominic for an evening of
fabulous live music, with a
look back at some of his
greatest hits and best 
loved songs.

A Night of Queen – 
As It Began
2 May, 7.30pm, £17.50 / £16.50
Internationally renowned
Queen Tribute band The
Bohemians return with a new
tour, new costumes, new
production, and a new set to
take you back to the early 70’s
through to the Magic of ‘86. 

Ben Hart – The Outsider
8 May, 7.30pm, £13 / £11
Having spent his life using
magic to solve impossible
problems, award-winning
magician Ben Hart turns his
attention to himself. 

The Reflections – In Concert
15 May, 7.30pm, £18 / £16
This band of current and
former musicians with The
Moody Blues, The Hollies,
10cc, Cliff Richard, The
Manfreds and The War of the
Worlds, bring you hit after hit,
with some of the greatest
song that formed the
soundtrack of our lives.

The Carpenters Story
20 May, 8pm, £20 / £18.50
Bringing stunning vocal
harmonies, lavish
arrangements and Claire
Furley’s uncanny
representation of Karen
Carpenter - combining to
bring back memories of pop’s
most melodic duo.

The Rite of Spring / 
Romeo and Juliet
21 May, 7.30pm, £13 / £11 
(£8 children and students)
Conceived by award-winning
pianist An-Ting Chang and her
experimental theatre company
Concert Theatre, the
production uses commedia half
masks and piano four-hands to
create a music-oriented
physical theatre piece through
the re-telling of Shakespeare’s
romantic tragedy. 

Saturday Night Bee Gees
4 June, 7.30pm, £18.50 / £17
Saturday Night Bee Gees is
the hit show that transports
you through the formidable
musical talents of Barry,
Maurice and Robin Gibb. A
musical journey with some of
the bands most iconic songs
including ‘Stayin Alive’, ‘Jive
Talkin’, ‘You should be
dancing’ and ‘Night Fever’.

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath
RH16 3DN
01444 455440

Comedy Club
24 April, 8pm, 
£11 / £9 in advance
Lineup for April includes
Damo Clark, Joel Dommett
and a Special Guest.

Paul Chowdhry
23 May, 8pm, £14
Host of Channel 4’s ‘Stand Up
For The Week’ and star of
BBC1’s ‘Live at the Apollo.
The Lafta funniest stand-up
award winner of 2013 tackles
everything borderline within
the human psyche.

Sid's Show
31 May, 2pm, £10 / £12
Sid Sloane, a favourite from
CBeebies, has a problem… In
this fantastic new show, he sets
out on a stupendous journey in
search of his shoes and socks
and finds some unexpected
guests along the way.

The Blunter Brothers
7 June, 8pm, £17
Originally from Sussex, The
Blunter Brothers, a classic
Funk & Soul showband have
become established as one of
the premiere Revue acts in the
country.  The show pays
tribute to the classic stars of
Funk, including James Brown,
The Average White Band, Kool
and the Gang and many more!

The Lindisfarne Story
10 October, 8pm, £18.50
Their best-selling album ‘Fog
on the Tyne’ took them to the
top of the UK charts and
songs like ‘Run for Home’ and
‘Meet me on the Corner’ have
helped them find a firm place
in people’s hearts.

Martlets Hall
Civic Way
Burgess Hill
RH15 9NN
01444 242888

Johnny Cash Revisited
4 April, 7.30pm, £16
An exciting and uplifting show
to pay tribute to the late, great
Johnny Cash.

There’s lots going on, this is just a small selection. For more
events in the area please see www.midsussex.gov.uk/events
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51 Shades of Maggie
5 April, 7.30pm, £20
This hilarious new play full of
naughty bits will have you
laughing out loud; this is the
perfect girly night out!

Postman Pat - It's Showtime! 
12 April, 1pm and 3.30pm,
£12 / £10
It's the day of the Great
Greendale Talent Show and
there’s much excitement as
this year a top talent scout 
will be on the lookout for a
rising star.

Judie Tzuke
3 May, 8pm, £22.50 
An evening with one of the
UK's finest singer/songwriters
who is known all over the
world for her timeless song,
'Stay With Me Till Dawn'. 

Kast off Kinks
9 May, 8pm, £18.50 / £19.50
Three former Kinks band
members Mick Avory, Ian
Gibbons and Jim Rodford, plus
Dave Clark on guitar and lead
vocal, celebrate the music of
The Kinks. Featuring many of
those fantastic hits including
You Really Got Me, Waterloo
Sunset, Lola and many more!

The Ballad of Martha Brown
11 May, 7.30, £11
Angel Exit Theatre Co
presents this tale of jealousy
and passion, spliced through
with wicked humour and
macabre songs.

Other Events

Easter Eggsplorer Trail
5-21 April, 10am-6pm, 
£8 adult, £5 child
Become an explorer! Hunt the
hidden creatures and their eggs
in the Garden, answer clues
and solve riddles. Giant garden
games and activities for visitors
young and old!
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards
Heath 01444 450326

The Ouse: Source to Sea
11 April, 8pm, £1 members  
£3 visitors 
Dr Geoffrey Mead gives us a
pictorial journey through the
Ouse valley noting aspects of its
economic and social
landscapes, geology and
natural history.
Burgess Hill Local History
Society, Cyprus Hall, 
Burgess Hill, 01444 233835

Museum Opening
12 April 10am – 12noon, free
Come and see what your Local
History Society does. 
Can we help you?  
Refreshments available
Basement of the Cyprus Hall,
Burgess Hill, 01444 233835

Explorer Trail: 
Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt
12-21 April, 10.30am-3.30pm,
£2.50 per trail
A giant Easter egg hunt! Gather
the colourful hidden eggs in the
garden to collect your Cadbury
chocolate egg prize. A fun filled
day out for the whole family.
Nymans, Handcross 
01444 405250

Easter Zoo
13 April, 12-4pm, £8 per adult,
£5 per child
Come and make some furry
friends at the Easter Zoo. Meet
the meerkats, bunnies,
raccoon, ducklings, owls,
parrots, hedgehogs and more!
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards
Heath 01444 450326

Talk: Keeping Honey Bees
14 April, 7.45pm, £4 visitors
Part of the regular programme
from East Grinstead Natural
History Society.
St Barnabas Church Hall,
Dunnings Road

Clayton circular
15 Apr 10am 
This 8.25 mile walk is part of
the regular programme from
Mid Sussex Ramblers, see
website for full details.
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk 

Garden photography 
short courses
1 May, 17 May and 4 June, £15
Roger Bloxham delivers a half-
day course on garden
photography.
Nymans, Handcross 
01444 405250

Mid Sussex Marathon Week 
3 - 5 May 
Three days of races in Burgess
Hill, East Grinstead and
Haywards Heath which make
up the Mid Sussex Marathon
weekend – including three one-
mile races for beginners and
youngsters.
For more information go to
www.midsussexmarathon.co.uk
01797 230009

Strictly Gardening 
10 May
The very popular celebrity panel
will be back, chaired by Jean
Griffin of BBC Radio Sussex,
she will be joined by Daily
Telegraph gardening guru,
Helen Yemm. The Orchards,
Haywards Heath 01444 410 620

Greater Haywards 
Heath Bike Ride 
18 May, 8am – 4pm, £10 - 30
Returning for its fourth year
with four refreshed routes, a
new mini bike ride for the
under-fives.
Register in advance at
www.hhbikeride.co.uk or call
01444 453399 

Wild about Mid Sussex
7 June 10am – 4pm Free
Wildlife event celebrating the
natural world in Mid Sussex.
St John’s Park, Burgess Hill

Local Global21 June, 
King’s Centre Burgess Hill
This free event is co-ordinated
by Mid Sussex Diversity Forum
and MSDC and celebrates the
diverse communities which
make up Mid Sussex. The event
includes cultural dances, songs
and music, plus food tasting
from around the world.
If you are a group or individual
from Mid Sussex who would
like to get involved 
please contact
Lin.parkinson@midsussex.gov.uk
or call 01444 477495.

The Borde Hill 
Plant Finders Fair
27-29 June, 10am-5pm, £10
For garden enthusiasts seeking
beautiful and unusual products
and plants.
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards
Heath 01444 450326

What’s on

           



Inside this issue: Sisters doing it for themselves - 
and their families, Community Grants, Mid Sussex Marathon, 
A-Z of services, help back Into Work and lots more…

in your next Mid Sussex Matters… 
meet the new leisure contractor, summer events, 
out and about, District Plan news and lots more…
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Full details of what you can recycle in 
your blue lidded recycling bin:
www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling 
wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk
01444 477440

We cannot recycle items
contained in carrier bags.

Key contacts for Council Services:
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands,
Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex RH16 1SS
www.midsussex.gov.uk
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk
You can also find us on Facebook 
and Twitter @MSDCnews
Reception is open
Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm,
Fri 8.45am - 4.15pm
Main switchboard 01444 458166 same 
hours as Reception.
For emergencies outside office hours 
call 0845 602 1035.

Keep it loose...
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