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Mid Sussex Matters is free to all residents and provides 
you with information about our services. Published by the 
Communications Team, Mid Sussex District Council,  
Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS.

Designed by Spring Marketing, 0845 3010 888
www.springmarketing.co.uk

68,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, East 
Grinstead, Haywards Heath and Mid Sussex villages.
This magazine is delivered by the Royal Mail according to local postcode 
boundaries. From time to time these exceed the authority boundaries, but we hope 
that even if you live outside of Mid Sussex, you will still find something of interest 
within these pages.

Editorial 01444 477240 Advertising 0845 3010 888.
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk

Next issue out on 18th March 2013.

Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation by Mid Sussex 
District Council of the products or services offered or the organisations involved, 
nor will the Council incur any liability whatsoever for any claim relating to them.

If you need this publication in another language or format 
please call 01444 458166.

Cover -  Residents and volunteers from Age Concern 
get ready for winter while keeping well and warm.
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Welcome to the latest 
edition of MSM
Looking back on 2012 I am reminded 
about the incredible summer of 
sport we have just experienced - it 
certainly puts one in a positive 
frame of mind despite the obvious 
challenges we still face. I do hope 
that the sporting excellence we saw 
goes on to inspire our young people 
to strive towards their best achievements. In Mid Sussex we have 
a wide range of facilities giving excellent opportunities to try out a 
huge range of sports, for all ages, and you can find evidence of that 
throughout this magazine.

I’d like to pay tribute to the local people from Mid Sussex who got 
involved by volunteering to marshal the Olympic Torch through 
our District, as well as the thousands who came to cheer it on. We 
also had a tremendous number of local people who were Games 
Makers and I would like to thank them for the amazing part they 
played in making the Olympics and Paralympics a success. The 
spirit, pride and optimism which came from a most memorable 
summer was inspiring - and a feeling that we need to bring back  
to our own communities.

This edition of Mid Sussex Matters has many articles about 
supporting our communities, whether individuals, groups or 
businesses. We have features on staying well and warm this 
winter, advice on benefit changes and articles on our local 
Mediation Service and alcohol abuse issues. 

I’m glad to say that we, as a Council, have recently announced 
further support for local groups and initiatives through grant 
aid funding. We are also investing over £200,000 in the District’s 
pavilions, which are important, well-used community venues 
– and we are aiming to complete these improvements within 
this financial year. The funds to support this work are available 
because we continue to have a tight hold on budgets and tirelessly 
work for efficiency wherever and whenever we are able.

And yes, the economy continues to be challenging - but it is so vital 
that we remain positive and keep working for the future. You can 
see on page 9 that our Better Mid Sussex project continues to work 
for improvements in our town centres, and I believe 2013 will see 
some real progress. Let’s make the legacy of 2012 not just about 
great sporting and cultural events, but also about a renewed spirit 
of optimism, which can be embraced by all of us.

I wish you all the best with your festive celebrations.

Cllr Garry Wall
Leader, Mid Sussex District Council
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Hand Painted 
German 8cm 

Glass BauBles

RRP: £19.99
£9.99

The magic
Christmasof

£3 
entry per person
(including children & OAPs)

with proceeds going to  
st. Peter & st. James 

Hospice

oPens saturday 17tH novemBer 2012  
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10:30am-5pm & 
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pm until 24th December 2012.

Plus all children aged 10 and under get a free book 
or soft toy as a gift from the Reindeer! 

eXPerience an up-close encounter with our live  
reindeer and their youngsters

listen to traditional tales from our Animated Santa

treasure the moment, take a photo of our 17th Century 
sleigh, Animated Santa and Reindeer

don’t miss 
the Garden Pride 

reindeer experience 2012

FREE
P Garden Pride Garden Centre, 

Common Lane, Ditchling, West Sussex BN6 8TP
T: 01273 846844  enquiries@garden-pride.com  www.garden-pride.com

Opening Times:
Monday to Saturday 9.00am til 6.00pm 
Sunday 10.30am til 4.30pm

120 led  
suPaBriGHt 

liGHts
2 for £30
£19.99 each

acrylic liGHt  
PenGuin

£19.99

32 cms

RRP: £39.99
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Local news

Mid Sussex Design Awards

Local news

West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service has attended over 150 
chimney fires in the last 12 months. 
To prevent chimney fires in the future and possible structural 
damage to your property, please ensure your chimney is 
cleaned at least as often as listed below.
•  Solid fuel appliances - once per year for smokeless fuel and 

twice per year for coal 
•  Wood burning appliances - quarterly when in use 
•   Gas appliances - once per year if designed for sweeping 
•  Oil fired appliances - once per year
The National Association of Chimney Sweeps (NACS)  
has a network of insured sweeps throughout the county.  
www.nacs.org.uk  or 0800 833464.
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Online Council Tax bills 
save time and money
You can now view your council tax bills online by 
signing up to a new electronic billing service.
The new e-billing service is completely free and 
means that instead of receiving a traditional paper bill, 
residents and businesses can opt to receive an email of 
their bill in a PDF format. 
By using the online system, residents and businesses 
will be saving paper and doing their bit to protect the 
environment. 

To register for the new  
online e-billing service please  
contact the Mid Sussex District Council  
Revenues by emailing ebilling@centralsussex.gov.uk. 

The Life 
Show

A new season of health walks announced...

Walk Levels
Level 1:  30 minutes on paved paths. No stiles. 
Level 2:  30 minutes - 1hr (1.5 - 2.5 miles) on un-surfaced   
 paths. No stiles. 
Level 3:  1 - 1.5hrs (max 3 miles) on un-surfaced paths.  
 Some stiles and hills. 
Level 4:  1.5 - 2hrs (max 5 miles). Stiles and hills. 
Level 5:  2 - 3hrs (max 7 miles). Stiles, steep hills,  
 faster pace.

All of the walks are free,  
and take place regularly, there are: 
15 walks in December, 11 walks in January
13 walks in February, 16 walks in March
Come along and give it a try, they are free and friendly.
You can find the full walks programme at  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/healthywalks 

Keep it clean!

Healthy walks take place across the 
District and are free to take part in. 
There are different levels according 
to how long the walk is, and upon 
which surface.  

Mid Sussex residents flocked to Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill recently to enjoy  ‘The Life 
Show’ 2012. More than 440 people aged over 50, attended the show which gives help 
and advice on how to get the most out of later life.
Organised by Mid Sussex District Council, ‘The Life Show’ is held annually to provide 
older residents with information and advice on staying fit and continuing to live 
independently. For more information visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/olderpeople

Mid Sussex District Council has announced £200,000 worth  
of key improvements to community pavilion buildings valued 
by residents.
The plans will bring welcome improvements to the facilities for 
residents, decrease running costs and support community use. 
Among their many functions the District’s pavilions are used 
by sports teams and scout and guide groups as well as being 
a convenient venue for pre-schools, community meetings and 
children’s parties. 
The improvements will include new insulation, re-arranging 
rooms to be more functional and re-jigging storage space 
to make it more practical. Roofing will be renewed and 
double glazing added. Other changes include a new remotely 
controlled heating system and smart meters which will make 
buildings more environmentally friendly and save energy and 
water costs. 
The upgrades will take place before the end of this financial 
year, paid for by Council efficiency savings and additional 
income within the current year budget. 

Investing in 
popular pavilions

St John’s Park pavilion, Burgess Hill
Mount Noddy pavilion, East Grinstead
London Road pavilion, Hassocks
Beechhurst Hut, Haywards Heath
Hickman’s Lane pavilion, Lindfield

The current pavilion located in Victoria Park Haywards 
Heath will also be upgraded as part of the project, 
resulting in it being operational all year round. 

Enhancements will take place at:

Innovative home designs, new school buildings and an 
eco-friendly community pavilion were among the projects 
celebrated at the recent Mid Sussex Design Awards 2012.
The Awards celebrate the best new architectural projects in 
the area, enhancing the distinctive character of Mid Sussex.
Bolnore Village Primary School (pictured), designed by 
architects Re-Format, was announced as the overall 
winner. The other winners were  Brambletye School in East 
Grinstead, Boundary Place in Warninglid, and Pickwell Barn 
in Ansty. The Centre for Sight in East Grinstead and Adastra 
Community Centre in Hassocks received commendations. 
Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/design awards for full details.

Small grants available
Local voluntary and community groups are invited to 
apply for small revenue grants.
If you know of a group in need of some funding 
which will benefit local people in the district then 
please get in touch.  All applications will need to 
demonstrate how their community activity can help 
the Council to deliver on its identified priorities.
For more detail contact lin.parkinson@midsussex.
gov.uk or call 01444 477495 or see  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/grants
The deadline for applications is 31 December 2012.

Getting ready for nursery fun at Hickman’s Lane pavilion



Winter and Severe Weather Winter and Severe Weather 

In your home 
•  Check drains and gutters are clear if they are your 

responsibility.

•  Make sure you know where your stop tap is located.

•  If you live in an area prone to flooding, register with the 
Environment Agency’s flood warning service and take action 
to defend your property. There is plenty of advice on the 
products available.

•  Order your winter heating fuel well in advance.

In your car 
•  Make sure you have a blanket, a torch and a shovel in  

your car.

•  Let someone know when and where you are going, and when 
you expect to be back.

•  Take a mobile phone with you.

In your neighbourhood 
•  Contact your local Town or Parish Council if you wish to help 

out during severe weather.

•  Think about neighbours and vulnerable friends and why not 
pay them a visit?

Write it down 
•  It may be a good idea to write down details of your insurance 

and emergency contacts and keep this in a place you can get 
to it easily.

•  For advice about keeping warm and well see page 7.

It always floods there! 
•  Have you noticed an area of public highway is prone to 

flooding following heavy rain?   
 West Sussex County Council would like to hear about these 
areas so they can prioritise improvements to surface water 
drainage.   
frm@westsussex.gov.uk or flooding@midsussex.gov.uk 
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Cheaper oil 
anyone?
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Whatever  
the weather 
Be prepared for whatever may come in 
the next few months. You can find more 
information at: 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/emergencies

West Sussex residents who don’t have access 
to mains gas supply and rely on oil for heating 
may be interested in joining a local collective 
purchasing scheme to help reduce costs of 
buying heating oil, making it more affordable, 
and also lessen the environmental impact of 
delivery tanker journeys.
Action in rural Sussex, in partnership with Mid 
Sussex District Council and others, would like to 
find out what interest there might be to either join 
or expand existing local schemes in the area, or 
to set-up a county-wide initiative. At the moment 
the focus is on oil, but the programme may be 
developed in the future to include other types of 
fuel.   
To find out more contact Rowena Tyler, 
Community Development Officer, Action in rural 
Sussex on rowena.tyler@ruralsussex.org.uk or 
01273 473422.

Would you like 
to donate your 
Winter Fuel 
Allowance?
Last year, the Surviving Winter 
campaign, run by Sussex Community 
Foundation, raised £30,000 which 
was then distributed to help people 
struggling to meet their fuel bills 
across Sussex. Grants ranged between 
£50 and £250, and the average grant 
awarded was £140.
The majority of this money, which was 
distributed through Citizens Advice Bureaux,  
was given by people who felt that they didn’t 
need their own Winter Fuel Allowance 
themselves and so donated it to those in Sussex 
struggling to keep warm. 

How to donate your Winter Fuel Allowance  
To make a donation to this year’s campaign 
please complete the voucher below. You 
can donate your full allowance or make a 
contribution. 

Until the end of the year free loft and cavity wall insulation 
is still available. Depending on the size of your home and 
existing insulation you may still qualify. Contact your local 
insulation company or energy provider for further details.
The Warm Home Discount scheme provides help for some 
vulnerable people with their energy costs. You may have 
automatically qualified for this but participating electricity 
suppliers are providing financial support to a ‘Broader 
Group’ of their low income and vulnerable customers 
contact your energy supplier to find out more.  
If you are having trouble paying your gas and electricity 
bills try calling the Home Heat Helpline on 0800 33 66 99 
or visit their website: www.homeheathelpline.org
If you are having problems with your energy company 
contact the Citizens Advice Bureau on 08454 04 05 06

Priority Service Register
Energy suppliers are obliged to offer a range of free 
services, known as the priority services register, to their 
most vulnerable customers. These services are free to 
join and are available from all mains gas and electricity 
suppliers. To join your energy supplier’s priority services 
register simply contact your supplier to request that you 
are added, a relative or carer can also do this for you.

Warm Front is a government-funded scheme to make 
homes warmer and more energy-efficient which will end 
soon. The eligibility criteria have recently been revised.  
To find out if you qualify call free 0800 072 9006.

To help keep well and warm, keep your home at the right 
temperature - Hang thermometers in the living room and 
bedroom and keep temperatures between 18 and 21 oC (65 
and 72 o F). Regulate your hot water to no higher than 60 oC 
(140 o F). If you would like a free thermometer card please 
call 01444 477191.

Top tips for keeping 
warm and well this 
winter!



Health and wellbeing
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Free exercise 
tasters

•  How much you weigh, your  
BMI and waist size

•  Body fat %
•  Are you active enough?
•   Do you drink enough water?  Too much alcohol?
• Smoking - what is your carbon monoxide level?
•  How well do you feel?

Email healthy@midsussex.gov.uk or phone 01444 477191 

Mid Sussex Wellbeing 
is working with Age UK 
West Sussex to link older 
people in to local social 
and community groups.  
If you are interested, 
either for yourself or for 
a neighbour, relative or 
friend, please telephone 
01444 477191 to  
find out more.

Are you concerned about your, or someone 
else’s, alcohol use?
The Mid Sussex Young People and Famillies Alcohol 
service us a new, free, service providing advice and 
information to families and young people aged 10 – 25 
years old in the Mid Sussex Area.
The service aims to raise awareness though education 
about the impact of alcohol, and to give advice and 
information.

“You were the only professional willing to listen to 
what my daughter had to say instead of telling her 
what I thought she needed to hear”.  
Father of an 11 year old girl. 

For more information contact Ed Rowney, Mid Sussex 
District Council, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath  
RH16 1SS Edward.rowney@cri.org.uk or call  
01444 477522.

The Mid Sussex wellbeing team are now offering free exercise taster 
sessions to people who would like to get more active or return to 
exercise. You tell us what activity you want to do and we’ll see what 
we can do. It doesn’t matter whether you are interested in Archery, 
Zumba or something in between; Mid Sussex has an organisation that 
can help you give it a try.  
Have a look at our online physical activity directory for some  
ideas – www.wellbeing.midsussex.gov.uk/being-active.

More fun than oneWould you like a FREE 
15-minute Wellbeing MOT?
Come and find out:

If you haven’t exercised regularly in the last 6 months and are interested in finding out  
more contact Kamella Clough on 01444 477048 or Kamella.clough@midsussex.gov.uk

Alcohol awareness sessions
If you know of an individual, group 
of young people, parents, carers or 
professionals who would benefit 
from a free educational session  
then please contact the project for 
more details.

Does a parent or carer’s alcohol use affect you?

 “I feel better informed”
“Lots of interesting facts”

“I now feel more aware”
“It was very interesting”

“I have learnt a lot”

Recent feedback 
from Alcohol 
awareness 
sessions
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Burgess Hill
Access to parents and disabled visitors has been improved for visitors 
to The Martlets multi-storey car park following repair works carried out 
recently. The top level is now re-opened with new parent and child and 
disabled parking spaces created.

Major long term plans for the development of the town centre are being 
discussed with New River retail who are working with us and the Town 
Centre Partnership on schemes that will improve the town as a shopping 
destination and attract larger retailers. Short term they have submitted a planning 
application to refurbish the public spaces around the Martlets that will see the replacement of existing paving and 
furniture, removal and replacement of trees and refurbishment of existing lighting. Despite the difficult economic climate 
they also manage town centre events to continue to attract shoppers to the town. 

Town Centre development remains a priority for Mid Sussex District Council  
with improvements to all town centres either happening or planned.

East Grinstead 
Significant progress continues to be made in relation to the Bluebell 
Railway extension. This is a substantial project with real benefits to 
the area. Mid Sussex District Council has contributed £100,000 of 
grant funding to the project. The latest contribution of £25,000 will 
cover the cost of providing a water tower at East Grinstead station 
(see artist’s impression). The water tower’s design will look in-period 
with the railway, but it also reflects a modern sustainable approach 
to development by the use of recycled rainwater from the viaduct and 
platform that will be used in the holding tank at the top of the tower.

Increased parking provision at East Grinstead station is almost complete and will provide improved 
infrastructure improvements as part of the station improvements works.

Haywards Heath 
Mid Sussex District Council has submitted a planning application for proposed 
works to the pavilion and café facility within Victoria Park. The plans propose 
an outside area for the café, energy efficient measures at the pavilion and 
better access to the toilets. The plans are available to view in the MSDC 
Planning Department.

Improved toilet facilities are now available at the Orchard after refurbishment 
works have been completed.

A planning application has been made for the Haywards Heath station 
scheme, to include a new supermarket and improve the parking there, a decision is expected shortly. Longer term the 
Council continues to work with F&C Reit to develop plans that will improve the retail offer in the town centre.

www.midsussex.gov.uk/towncentres
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Finance matters

Whilst Mid Sussex is riding the recession better than many 
areas, many people are feeling the pinch from higher utility 
bills, inflation and, for some, Government cuts in welfare 
benefits. This article looks at some of the changes ahead 
and what you can do to prepare for them. 

Changes to benefits 
It’s important to be prepared for changes in welfare benefits 
and have a plan in place. From next October Universal Credit 
will be phased in to replace all existing benefits. This means 
that all benefits will be rolled up into one payment, which 
will be made monthly into a bank account. 

Opening a bank account - Information about opening a basic 
bank account to help manage this and make sure essential 
bills get paid can be found on the Mid Sussex District Council 
website at www.midsussex.gov.uk 

West Sussex Credit Union offers a much more reliable and 
affordable way to borrow than high interest loans. Visit www.
westsussexcreditunion.co.uk or call 01903 237221 for more 
information.

Getting back into work 
From next April the total amount of benefit anyone can get 
will be capped to encourage people back into work. The cap 
is expected to be £350 per week for a single person and 
£500 per week for a couple or family. It won’t apply if you get 
working tax credit or certain disability related benefits. In 
Mid Sussex, the cap is most likely to affect larger families.

Bedroom tax 
From next April tenants of working age in social housing will 
have their housing benefit reduced by between 14 - 25% if 
they have more bedrooms than the Government says they 

need. This will not apply to pensioners. If you are going to be 
affected you will get a letter from us explaining how this will 
impact on your benefit, but you need to start planning now.

So what can you do? 
•  If you want to stay in your current home and need help with 

finding a job, JobCentre Plus is a good place to start or, if 
you are a housing association tenant, your landlord may be 
able to help

• You could, with your landlord’s permission, take in a lodger. 

•  You could look for somewhere smaller, where the rent 
would be fully covered by housing benefit. To do this you 
need to apply to the housing register www.homemove.org.
uk/MidSussexHousing Register. You would be given priority 
for a move, as you would free up your home for someone 
else who needs it.

Help and advice 
Whether or not you receive benefits, if you are concerned 
about debt, or your ability to pay your rent or mortgage, 
don’t ignore the problem or take out an expensive loan, but 
seek advice straight away. You can talk to your landlord or 
lender, to the Citizens Advice Bureau (0844 4771171) or to 
the Council’s Housing Needs Team (01444 477574).

Visit our web site www.midsussex.gov.uk/moneyadvice for 
more details, contact details of organisations that can help 
or advise you and other money saving options. 

Feeling the 
pinch?

Recycling this Winter:
The importance of keeping your  
recycling dry and loose
Recycling our household rubbish makes us all feel better – that 
feeling that we are doing our bit for the environment every day.

But by including the wrong items in your recycling your efforts could 
be ruined and you run the risk of undoing all your good work.

Keep it dry
Please keep all your recycling dry.

Wet and soggy paper and cardboard present huge problems as small  
pieces of glass from the recycled bottles stick to them, meaning they 
cannot be recycled and they clog the sorting machinery.

If your recycling bin is full please try to resist putting out your extra paper 
and cardboard until your next collection, when it will fit neatly in the bin.  
If you find you continually have too much recycling to fit in your bin each 
collection please contact us.

Keep it loose
In our willingness to do the right thing it can be tempting to tie up your 
recycling in a plastic bag or to squash it all into a box. Please don’t! 
Items should be placed loose in the recycling bin, as this will enable the 
items to be sorted swiftly.

To find out more visit: www.recycleforwestsussex.org  
or call 01243 642106

What to recycle:

 OP
Junk mail, Cereal & egg boxes, Newspapers, 
Telephone directories, Catalogues & magazines

Clean takeaway containers, Tin foil 

Wine bottles, Beer bottles, Jam jars,  
Sauce jars

Food cans, Drink cans, Pet food cans,  
Empty hairspray & deodorant, Aerosols

Fruit juice cartons, Soup cartons, Milk cartons

Drink bottles, Milk bottles, Shampoo bottles, 
Detergent & washing-up liquid bottles

Shredded paper, 
Paper towels

Pet food pouches, 
Crisp packets

Pyrex©, Drinking 
glasses & Crockery

Batteries,  
Electrical items

Plastic bags, Tops, 
Plastic containers

paper & 
card

foil

glass 
bottles 
& jars

metal 
cans & 

aerosols

cartons

plastic 
bottles

Yes please No thanks

C
le

a
n

D
ry

for West Sussex

If in doubt,  leave it out
Items should always  be clean, dry  and loose

Refuse and recycling

West Sussex Credit Union Team
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Celebrations across the DistrictChristmas in Mid Sussex

To help you with your festive celebrations we have two tasty 
hampers, accompanied by a bottle of prestige local wine to 
be won. Just answer the following question to be entered 
into our prize draw:

Q. 
To enter the competition just send your answer to the question to: 

msm@midsussex.gov.uk or MSM, Mid Sussex District Council, 
Oaklands, Haywards Heath  RH16 1SS by 9 December. Remember to 
indicate which hamper you would like to receive.

Win a Sussex hamper!

If you are a local food or drink maker and 
would like to have a hamper featured next 
year then please get in touch with  
msm@midsussex.gov.uk

Santa spreads some magic, 
24 Nov – 24 Dec
You can visit Santa in his grotto at 
South Downs Nurseries, Brighton 
Road, Hassocks, including at a late 
night shopping event on  
28 November.
For £3 each child receives a present and chance to talk to 
Santa, you can also take your own photos without charge.
All funds raised will support Burgess Hill District Lions 
Clubs’ local projects. From the proceeds last year we 
purchased two defibrillators for local senior schools.

Supporting charity events

Reindeer Experience, 
15-23 Dec
Come and visit the Reindeer and the 
Winter Wonderland at Garden Pride, 
Ditchling BN6 8TP. 
50% of the profit goes to St Peter & St 
James, the remaining 50% to Garden 
Pride’s Reindeer Welfare Fund.

Watch out for these festive events to help get 
your season of goodwill started.

Burgess Hill  
Christmas Lights Switch On and Celebrations, Saturday 24 November 
Burgess Hill Town Centre Partnership invites everyone to share some Christmas 
cheer with local traders at the Christmas Lights Switch On and Celebrations 
from 5pm at the bandstand in Church Walk. 

There will also be special appearances from Fireman Sam and Fire Engine rides 
provided by the local Fire and Rescue Service, Heart Sussex’s Jack the Lad and the 
Heart Angels, live reindeer and the Rock Choir as well as Father Christmas and a 
stocking full of other festive entertainment! Come and join in the fun and support 
your local traders. 
Visit: www.cometoburgesshill.co.uk.

Haywards Heath 
Town Centre Light Switch on with fireworks in Victoria Park  
Saturday 24 November 
Festive events will run all day but the highlight will be Santa and his Sleigh on 
South Road from 4.30pm then into the Orchards for Santa’s Grotto. A firework finale 
will begin at 6pm in Victoria Park.

Italian market and entertainment  
Sunday 25 November, 10am – 4pm 
The Italian market will be in South Road providing tasty treats and entertainment.  
Visit: www.haywardsheath.gov.uk

Many of the villages will also be having special celebrations so keep an eye 
out in your local area. 

East Grinstead 
Christmas Family Day, Sunday 9 December, 10am – 4pm. 
The shopping street of London Road is closed to traffic for the entire 
day, and is filled with stalls and small fairground attractions in addition 
to special offers and events held by the town’s retailers. There’s fun and 
games throughout the day with mulled wine and mince pies and traditional 
Christmas carols. Queens Walk, the town’s pedestrian precinct is also full 
of craft and art stalls with plenty of choice for a suitable present. There is 
also a large French Market offering continental food, drink and produce.

‘Twas the Sunday before Christmas Sunday 23 December, 10am – 4pm 
The Mediaeval and Tudor High Street offers a very special Dickensian take 
on Christmas as shops are dressed out in a Dickensian theme and the 
street turns back the clock to Victorian times with street minstrels and even 
a remarkable performance from the High Street traders choir performing 
for their customers!  
Visit: www.eastgrinstead.gov.uk

13

To help residents get 
their festivities organised 
Mid Sussex District 
Council has worked with 
the three Town Councils 
to agree that on each 
Sunday in December 
leading up to Christmas 
it will cost £1 to park in 
long-stay car parks. 
Each Town Council has also been given the option to 
nominate a day in each town when parking will be free 
after 1pm. These dates are - 
Sat 24 Nov - Burgess Hill
Sat 24 Nov - Haywards Heath
Sat 1 Dec - East Grinstead. 
For 2013 why not consider a season ticket for your 
parking - contact Parking Services Team on 01444 477212 
or email parkinginfo@midsussex.gov.uk

Christmas car parking discounts 

We would like to thank the providers who donated 
their hampers and Sussex food goodies.
Hamper one 
Rushfields Farm Shop Hamper 
A festive Sussex hamper filled with tasty treats and 
succulent Sussex fare including chocolates, pate and 
local wine. 
Rushfields Plant Centre on the Henfield Road, 
Poynings. www.rushfields.com 
Hamper two 
Montezuma ‘Dancer’ hamper and Ridgeview wine. 
Enjoy some carefully crafted chocolate treats to 
match the other lovingly prepared festive feasts on 
your table.
Since its early days of one Brighton shop 
Montezuma’s is now established as a leading and 
most innovative family luxury chocolate maker.  
www.montezumas.co.uk
Ridgeview Wine Estate 
The Montezuma hamper will be accompanied by a 
bottle of Ridgeview Cavendish 2010  
from the award winning vineyard located in Ditchling 
Common. 
www.ridgeview.co.uk 
The prizes contain some of the good from finalists 
in the Sussex Food & Drink Awards. Winners will be 
revealed at THE Sussex foodie event of the year – a 
seven-course banquet made entirely from Sussex 
produce – held at the Amex Stadium.  
Find out more at www.sussexfoodawards.biz

 How much does it cost to park in the Council’s long-stay car parks 
on Saturdays in  December during the run up to Christmas?



Relationship matters
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Mediation may help

When disputes arise within the community they can have a 
dramatic effect on people’s lives. This often leads to distress 
and anger which can make it difficult to resolve issues.
Mid Sussex District Council part funds the service, and 
mediation is free to residents living in West Sussex. The 
service specialises in helping individuals, families and 
groups of people resolve their conflicts. Mediators are local 
volunteers from all walks of life who have been specially 
trained in conflict resolution to help residents resolve 
disputes; they do not judge or take sides. 

Case study 
The parents of a 12 year old girl and a 14 year old boy had 
divorced five years previously. Their mother had remarried 
and both the children were living with her and their new 
stepfather.

Situation 
Dad had become worried about how his son was being 
treated and felt that he was being bullied and his stepfather 
was controlling.

What happened next? 
Dad spoke to Social Services about his concerns and they 
advised mediation, which is where the West Sussex Mediation 
Service came in. 

West Sussex Mediation Service is a locally 
based charity that has over 12 years of 
experience in this area.

At the first meeting, a mediator met with the families 
individually first of all and discussed the concerns. Mum 
felt that her son had become quite rude and aggressive and 
was always testing boundaries and this might have been a 
reaction to her divorce from his father. Her new husband felt 
that the boy did not like him and all three adults agreed to a 
joint meeting for the good of both children.

Once the adults had met at a neutral venue and listened to 
each other’s viewpoints the next step was for James to come 
along too.

Follow up 
The mediator met with the families for a final meeting ten 
weeks later. In the meeting everyone had a chance to say how 
things had changed from their perspective. The family felt 
that everything had improved. Their son’s school work had 
improved, everyone was much happier and there was a more 
relaxed atmosphere at home. 

Recent comments from people who have used West Sussex 
Mediation Service

“Everything is going well now. Airing the matter in a 
controlled environment certainly did the trick.”

 “A brilliant service - keep up the good work.”

“Thank you so much for arranging the mediation meeting 
with our neighbours.  Although it is early days, I would like  
to think the meeting really helped and we are already  
building bridges.”

To find out more about the  
service or to speak to someone 
about your situation please call  
us on 01403 258900 alternatively  
please visit our website  
www.wsms.org.uk  

How you can help
The charity is currently experiencing a high demand for 
their services. Last year referrals increased, across the 
county, by 23% over the previous year. You can help by 
donating, or getting involved as a fundraiser or event 
organiser. www.wsms.org.uk.
Text WSMS08 £1, £2, £5 or £10 to 70070 on your mobile to 
donate to the West Sussex Mediation Service straight away.

Qualified & Insured Estate Planning Experts for Wills, Trusts, Tax & Probate, Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Your Will may not be enough to safeguard your family’s inheritance

Your Business
How do you protect your
share of a business and
what’s the most tax efficient
way of leaving it to your
family or business partners?

We understand that
everyone is unique. We start
by listening. We offer
friendly, no nonsense advice,
tailored precisely to your
circumstances, and all
conducted in the comfort and
privacy of your own home.

Remarriage
After your death, if your
surviving spouse or partner
remarries, how can you 
be sure that your children
receive what you 
had intended?

Divorce
If your children are involved in
a divorce or separation, your
existing Will is probably not
enough to protect their
inheritance.

Creditors
If your partner or children are
in debt or face bankruptcy,
the inheritance you left them
may vanish.

Special Needs
If you leave money to
someone who has special
needs, their entitlement to
benefits could be lost unless
you’ve made full and careful
provision for them.

If you have made a Will or
Will Trust, you probably
believe it’s enough to ensure
your family will inherit. 
Not necessarily…

Many Wills contain
loopholes that may result in
your chosen beneficiaries
being disinherited. 

Don’t take that risk. 
Check here to see if your
family’s inheritance is as
safe as you think.

Costs of Care
If you need residential care,
your home may have to be
sold to pay for your long term
care costs and your savings
and investments may be
depleted.

Inheritance Tax
Despite the changes of
2007, Inheritance Tax is still
a serious worry for many
whose house and assets are
worth more than £325k.

FREE personal consultation

Phone 01273 236036
Email mdoctors@southern-
legal-services.co.uk

southernlegalservices.co.uk

They deserve more than a 
photo to remember you by

       

Every year, thousands of sensible people hand their family’s wealth to 
complete strangers. Of course they don’t mean to. They intended that their 
home and savings, treasured possessions, things that have taken a lifetime 
to earn – should pass to their children and their grandchildren. So what 
went wrong? 
Lack of a Will? Right… half of us die without making a Will, but whilst a Will 
is part of the answer, by itself it’s not enough. Even if you’ve made a Will (or 
Will Trust), most of the ones which I am asked to review, leave loopholes 
which may result in your loved ones being disinherited. 
If you find this hard to believe, ask my friend Mary* 
“My parents told me they’d leave everything to me (I am an only child). 
Sadly they divorced and eventually my father remarried. After he passed 
away, I discovered that every penny had gone to his new wife and her family. 
I was left with nothing at all – not even his much cherished war medals, 
and now she doesn’t even want to know me”. 
You can find stories of this sort every month in the glossy magazines 
and newspapers that gossip about the lives of the super-rich. But 
quiet tragedies like this happen in ordinary families, and in modest 
neighbourhoods, where the sums involved may not be so large, but the 
heartbreak is no less. 
Or there was Martin* whose lack of estate planning cost his family over a 
million! 
Martin was a family man who had, via inheritance and hard work, amassed 
a portfolio of property in London and Sussex. Life had been generous to 
him and he wanted to pass his wealth, on to his children and grandchildren. 
He knew perfectly well that inheritance tax would be payable on his estate 
unless he took steps to set up the necessary Trusts. Martin planned to take 
action, but all in good time. As so many people say to me “no hurry, I’m not 

planning on dying just yet!” One day he phoned me and said, “Michael, I’ve 
been feeling unwell, nothing to fret about, but let’s meet up next week and 
get this business sorted”. Unfortunately he was too late… the appointment 
never happened! 
(*I’ve changed the names to protect identity). 
Over the years I’ve heard so many sorry tales about families whose parent’s 
homes have been sold off to pay for residential care fees; about children 
with special needs who have lost vital state benefits due to the lack of 
careful and considered planning. Inheritances lost to creditors or divorce 
settlements, and family businesses and homes that took years to build, 
sold off for a fraction of their value due to estate taxes and all for the lack of 
some simple estate planning. 
My work, and I am very proud of it, is helping people make certain that 
their homes and assets are safe for their families. This is fairly simple to 
arrange, but not simple enough to discuss here, as each person’s wishes 
and needs are different. Happily, the costs are modest compared to the 
value of what might be lost through inaction and if you’d like to talk about 
protecting your family’s inheritance, I offer a free initial consultation 
without any obligation, at my office in Hove or in the comfort & privacy of 
your own home. 
I understand everyone is unique, I start by listening, I do my best to explain 
things in simple terms with no jargon, and offer no nonsense advice 
tailored precisely to your circumstances. I’m here to help. Please feel free 
to phone me. 
For a Free Initial Consultation: 
Phone Michael Doctors – Partner Southern Legal Services. 
Tel: 01273 236036   Mob: 07904 167506 
Website www.southern-legal-services.co.uk 
Email: mdoctors@southern-legal-services.co.uk 
Qualified & Insured Legal Expertise for Wills, Trusts, Tax & Probate, 
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Why leave your estate to your family, when you can 
pass it to a total stranger? 
Ridiculous question? You’d be surprised how often it happens! 

Michael Doctors – partner at Southern Legal Services, 
provides some useful insights as to why we should all review 
our Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning.
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Out and about

Other work progressing during 2012

Kings Centre Play Area – plans for improvements  have 
been consulted on over the autumn and will be installed 
before next spring
Worlds End Recreation Ground in Burgess Hill - a new 
basketball area, table tennis and outdoor fitness will be 
completed over coming months
Forest Fields Open Space in Haywards Heath - 
Improvements to playground
Looking forward to 2013 we are planning work to upgrade 
the following facilities:
-  BMX track in Leylands Park, Burgess Hill 
-  Orchard Way and Mount Noddy recreational playgrounds  
 in East Grinstead 
-  Manor Glade, East Grinstead
-  Imberhorne Lane Recreation Ground
-  Barn Close, Pease Pottage
-  Cuckfield Recreation Ground

Open air fitness equipment
With the arrival of two new outdoor gyms in Burgess Hill, 
Mid Sussex now benefits from eight free outdoor fitness 
equipment areas, which are located right across the district. 
Local people can try an open air workout at: 
Balcombe Recreation Ground, Balcombe 
Fairfield Recreation Ground, Burgess Hill 
St John’s Park, Burgess Hill 
Hollands Way, East Grinstead 
London Road, Hassocks 
Victoria Park, Haywards Heath 
Barn Cottage, Haywards Heath 
Reeds Lane, Sayers Common

The new splash pad facility at Victoria Park in Haywards Heath
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Focus on eyesight
A recent British study is the first in the world to establish a direct 
link between poor eyesight and not spending enough time outside.

Between a quarter and half of young people in Britain suffer from 
short-sightedness. 

In the study parents of eight and nine-year-olds were asked how 
long their child spent outdoors on a typical day. They discovered 
that being outdoors was more important, as far as the development 
of myopia was concerned, than being physically active. 

Sight experts are still unsure why simply being outdoors 
appears to protect against short-sightedness. Growing evidence 
from Cardiff University seems to show that daily exposure to 
bright light was necessary to develop and maintain good vision. 

Study by Bristol’s School of Social and Community Medicine  
and Cardiff University

Youth matters

Up and coming park 
upgrades - give your view...
In Burgess Hill – at the Worlds End recreation ground, 
proposals for a new basketball area, table tennis and 
outdoor fitness area are underway
In East Grinstead, Orchard Way and Mount Noddy 
recreational playgrounds will shortly have plans ready  
for consultation.
In Haywards Heath, improvements to the Forest Fields 
Open Space are being planned.
If you have an issue, comment or an idea about your local 
park then you can make a difference, please contact 
Susannah.conway@midsussex.gov.uk or  
Rupert.browning@midsussex.gov.uk
For more info visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/parks

Investing in future play...
Despite the spending squeeze, Mid Sussex 
District Council continues to see the importance 
of maintaining, upgrading and improving play 
facilities across the District.
Although the summer of 2012 was not all that was hoped, 
residents still flocked to the new splash pad facility at Victoria 
Park in Haywards Heath. The water play meant there were 
many happy children, and a few soggy adults, enjoying the fun.

But it wasn’t all about the children, new outdoor fitness 
equipment was installed in St. Johns Park, and Fairfield 
Recreation ground, Burgess Hill and Barn Cottage Recreation 
Ground in Haywards Heath.

Outdoor gym
Come along and learn 
how to use the open 
air fitness equipment 
and get help with your 
fitness plan.
Book your free induction 
now by contacting  
kamella.clough@midsussex.gov.uk  
or calling 01444 477048.  



SportYour council
Burgess Hill –  
The Triangle
Up and coming events at 
the Triangle include
Badminton England Event  
24 November 2012
Sports Hall Athletics event  
13 January 2012
Netball South Event   
26 January 2012
Mid Sussex Scouts Gala 
2 February 2013
Softball ‘hit the pitch’ drop in sessions, every Tuesday   
7- 8pm, £2. Whatever your experience  in any sport, Hit the 
Pitch is a great way to pick up your skills, get fit and have fun 
without the pressure of committing to team training nights 
and match fixtures.
The Triangle Swimming Pools will be closed for major 
servicing and repairs 3 – 22 December 2012. Visit the 
Freedom Leisure website for updates and alternative 
swimming arrangements at other Mid Sussex pools.

East Grinstead - Kings Centre
Playworld softplay and cafe
Kings Centre offers parents the opportunity to have a drink 
and snack within the cafe area whilst children enjoy the 
Playworld softplay zone for £1.50 non-members, £1.00 for 
members. Children are welcome up to age 8.

Ask in the gym about…
Bootcamp training has kicked off in a big way at Kings, 
aimed at all fitness levels, for all ages of men and women, 
Bootcamp utilises training methods such as kettlebells, 
tyres, body bars and viprs to give you a workout session 
guaranteed to give you results. 

Haywards Heath - The Dolphin
Swimming/Aqua Fit in partnership with  
Changing Places 
An exciting opportunity for adults aged 18+ with learning 
and/or physical difficulties to attend weekly sessions in  
the pool. 
The project has been running since the start of the year 
and if you fancy coming along you get a free first session. 
Volunteers are on hand to support people when they are in 
the water. Anyone who needs support changing will need to 
have their own carer with them. 

Gym Clinic for Women in the Art of Weightlifting
Is coming soon with a weight training and body sculpting 
expert offering tailored group sessions specific to the needs 
of women of all ages and body types.
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21 Nov Council  7pm 

22 Nov South West Area Planning Committee  7pm

27 Nov Audit Committee  7pm

28 Nov  Scrutiny Committee for Planning  7pm 
and Economic Development  

29 Nov Better Mid Sussex  10am 

6 Dec District Planning Committee  2pm 

10 Dec Cabinet  4pm 

12 Dec Licensing Committee  7pm

13 Dec North East Area Planning Committee  7pm

14 Dec  CENSUS (Central Sussex Partnership)  10am 
Joint Committee - at Worthing Borough  
Council Offices 

19 Dec Council  7pm

20 Dec South West Area Planning Committee  7pm

2013  

10 Jan District Planning Committee  2pm 

14 Jan Cabinet  4pm 

15 Jan  Scrutiny Committee for Leader and  7pm 
Service Delivery  

16 Jan  Scrutiny Committee for Planning and 7pm 
 Economic Development  

17 Jan North East Area Planning Committee  7pm

22 Jan  Scrutiny Committee for Leisure  7pm 
and Community  

23 Jan Council - re-scheduled from 30th January  7pm

24 Jan South West Area Planning Committee  7pm

30 Jan  Standards Committee - rescheduled  7pm 
from 23rd January  

31 Jan Better Mid Sussex  10am 

7 Feb District Planning Committee  2pm 

11 Feb Cabinet  4pm 

12 Feb  Scrutiny Committee for Leader  7pm 
and Service Delivery  

14 Feb North East Area Planning Committee  7pm

21 Feb South West Area Planning Committee  7pm

27 Feb Council - Budget  7pm

5 Mar  Scrutiny Committee for Planning  7pm 
and Economic Development  

6 Mar Licensing Committee  7pm

7 Mar District Planning Committee  2pm 

Meetings of the Council are open to the public and are held in the Council Chamber,  
Oaklands, Haywards Heath RH16 1SS, unless otherwise stated.

Your Council in action

More information on meeting dates can be found at www.midsussex.gov.uk/council 
or by contacting Committee Services on 01444 477003.

Council Tax Discount scheme consultation
We are asking the public and interested groups 
to submit their views on the current proposals 
for a new Council Tax Discount scheme before  
2 December 2012.
The Government is implementing wide ranging changes 
to the national welfare system aimed at reducing 
reliance on benefits and helping people back to work. 
From April 2013 the Government requires borough 
and district councils to develop their own Council 
Tax Discount Schemes. The government will also be  

reducing the funding available for these schemes by  
10 - 14%.

The principles of the draft scheme in Mid  
Sussex are:
- to protect pensioners
- to propect those who are unable to work
-  to support and incentivise work or return to work.

Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/consultation  
to let us know your comments.
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‘Mumfit’ fundraiser
A recent family fun fundraiser organised with the Mumfit (pre and post natal 
exercise) group at the Dolphin was a great success. The event included soft 
play, face painting, refreshments, art and crafts as well as a selection of 
stalls from local businesses.

A cheque for £459 and some of the children’s artwork was donated to staff at 
Bolney ward of the Princess Royal Hospital in Haywards Heath.

The Triangle  
01444 876000

Kings Centre  
01342 328616

The Dolphin  
01444 457337Contact us on:

Keep the Flame burning 
The Olympic Torch relay came through Mid Sussex on 
Tuesday 17 July 2012. Thousands of local people lined the 
route and got into the spirit of the occasion.
The Olympics are over, but keep hold of your inspiration, Mid 
Sussex has fantastic sporting opportunities for you to take 
advantage of. Details of all local sports clubs can be found 
on www.midsussex.gov.uk/sportsclubs



      

   JC ASH-EDWARDS £4,526.45 £8,673.70 £10.00 £13,210.15  
   SMM BANHAM £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   SJ BARNETT £4,526.45   £4,526.45   
   AJ BARRETT-MILES £4,526.45 £3,640.99 £83.25 £8,250.69   
   RS BATES £4,526.45  £10.56 £4,537.01   
   ED BELSEY £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   MA BELSEY £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   EA BENNETT £4,526.45   £4,526.45   
   K BOURNE £4,016.99 £300.00  £4,316.99   
   HA BRUNSDON £4,526.45 £72.80  £4,599.25   
   J CALLAGHAN £4,526.45  £586.40 £5,112.85   
   C CATHARINE £4,016.99  £77.76 £4,094.75   
   P COOTE £4,016.99  £641.57 £4,658.56   
   MJ DAVIES £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   AJ DE MIERRE £4,526.45 £7,352.19  £11,878.64  
   DF DORKING £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   KM DUMBOVIC £4,526.45  £277.93 £4,804.38   
   T FARMER £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   BW FORBES £4,016.99  £410.85 £4,427.84   
   R GODDARD £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   S HATTON £4,526.45  £20.30 £4,546.75   
   G HEARD £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   CAC HERSEY £4,526.45 £1,152.29 £538.74 £6,217.48   
   MA HERSEY £4,526.45 £3,883.79 £98.63 £8,508.87   
   CM INGHAM £4,016.99  £299.25 £4,316.24   
   AF JONES £4,526.45 £169.78 £602.74 £5,298.97   
   DL JONES £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   G KNIGHT £4,526.45 £2,722.33 £193.50 £7,442.28   
   JD KNIGHT £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   JA LANDRIANI £4,526.45 £145.70 £122.60 £4,794.75   
   AC LEA £4,526.45 £1,940.92  £6,467.37   
   EM LIVESEY £4,526.45 £967.75 £562.70 £6,056.90   
   AG MACNAUGHTON £4,526.45 £4,672.14 £652.30 £9,850.89   
   R MAINSTONE £4,016.99  £435.60 £4,452.59   
   N MARCH £4,016.99  £70.43 £4,087.42   
   GH MARPLES £4,526.45 £2,154.62 £905.56 £7,586.63   
   G MARSH £4,526.45 £10,527.47 £953.25 £16,007.17   
   PR MARTIN £4,526.45 £4,454.08 £238.40 £9,218.93   
   EA MATTHEWS £4,526.45 £4,186.76 £1,172.85 £9,886.06   
   S MCMENEMY £4,526.45   £4,526.45   
   P MOORE £4,526.45 £8,319.94 £602.52 £13,448.91  
   J O’BRIEN £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   PM REED £4,526.45 £3,883.79 £718.38 £9,128.62   
   R SALISBURY £4,526.45   £4,526.45   
   SJ SEWARD £4,526.45 £5,180.13 £103.50 £9,810.08   
   I SIMPSON £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   GCE SNOWLING £4,526.45 £8,319.94  £12,846.39  
   R SWEATMAN £4,016.99  £207.42 £4,224.41   
   MM THOMAS-ATKIN £4,526.45 £6,173.86 £1,167.66 £11,867.97  
   C TRUMBLE £4,016.99  £291.39 £4,308.38   
   N WALKER £4,016.99  £609.06 £4,626.05   
   GH WALL £4,526.45 £30,083.82 £562.96 £35,173.23  
   N WEBSTER £4,016.99  £447.24 £4,464.23   
   E WHITE £4,016.99   £4,016.99   
   PREVIOUS COUNCILLORS* £15,436.62 £1,819.99 £642.73 £17,899.34  
   TOTALS £263,074.50 £122,618.77 £14,960.76 £400,654.03
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Member allowances  

Certified by Peter Stuart, Head of Finance and IT, Mid Sussex District Council.
Notes. In 2011-12, special responsibility payments (known as SRAs) were made to the Chairman, Cabinet members, Chairmen of Committees 
and Advisory Groups and also to political group leaders.

For further information please contact Member Services on 01444 477003 or email Joseph.Pearson@midsussex.gov.uk
* Councillors in office prior to the beginning of the 2011/12 municipal year beginning 9 May 2011.  A full breakdown can be found on the Mid Sussex District 
Council website.

Your Council - Members’ Allowances for 2011/12
 BASIC SRAs CHILDCARE,  TOTAL 
 ALLOWANCE  SUBSISTENCE & TRAVEL

Shop online at www.clearwellmobility.co.uk

OUT NOW!PICK UP YOUR COPY OF 

OUR FREE CATALOGUE

Branches in Worthing, Hove, 
Brighton, Polegate & Seaford
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FREE

www l w l m b t k  0 1 12

M k ng L e Eas er

MOBILITY EXPERTS

Profiling BedsPowerchairs Bath Lifts

Walking Aids

Wheelchairs

Hoisting CommodesLiving Aids

Also available from Clearwell Mobility

      Rise Recliners   Stairlifts   Scooters

01444 253300

21 ALBERT DRIVE 
BURGESS HILL, RH15 9TN

OPEN: 9-5PM MON-FRI

BURGESS HILL SHOWROOM

Why not join the Garden Waste Collection Service?

A kerbside collection, from a wheeled bin once a fortnight.

All for an annual subscription of £60.

 All material collected is composted locally.

01444 477440

gardenwaste@midsussex.gov.uk

www.midsussex.gov.uk/gardenwaste

falling in your

Too many
autumn leaves

garden?

           



There’s lots going on, this is just a small selection.  
For more events in the area please see www.midsussex.gov.uk/events
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Maddy Prior and The Carnival 
Band 
8 Dec, 8pm, £18.50 
A unique celebratory show of 
Christmas music performed 
on renaissance and modern 
instruments. Maddy and the 
Carnival Band put their inimitable 
stamp on familiar and not-
so-familiar festive fare with a 
refreshing cavalier attitude and 
plenty of humour. This is shaping 
up to be a Christmas Party to 
remember!

Joe Brown 
9 Dec, 7.30pm, £25 
Music legend Joe Brown performs 
a concert packed with timeless 
classics that mix rockabilly, 
gospel, country, folk and rock ‘n’ 
roll - all interwoven with Joe’s 
effervescent delivery and humorous 
reminiscences.

Re-Take That  
18 Dec, 8pm, £16.50 
Authentic tribute to one of pop’s 
greatest bands including all the 
greatest hits! 

Chas & Dave 
23 March, 8pm, £24 / £21.50 
First reaching the top twenty in 1979 
with ‘Gertcha’ the duo followed this 
up with many memorable songs 
including ‘Rabbit’ and ‘Ain’t No 
Pleasing you’, and never forgetting 
‘Snooker Loopy’.

Chris & Pui  
28 March, 11am and 2pm, 
 £12 / £10 
“Oh my woolly word!” you can see 
Chris and Pui from ‘Show Me Show 
Me’ live on stage! Come along for 
lots of songs, rhymes, comedy and 
joining in for all the family. You are 
invited to bring your teddies or 
favourite character toys but please 
hang on to them!

Balcombe to Staplefield and back  
17 Nov, meet at 10.30am 
Only one of the varied programme 
from Mid Sussex Ramblers, see 
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk for 
more details. 
Meet Balcombe Railway Station car 
park.

Introduction to Gardening: Trees 
for year-round interest 
22 Nov, 1-2pm, admission price 
£10/£5 
Part of a new workshop series 
with hints and tips for each month. 
In this workshop you can  see 
how trees can be used for year 
round interest and colour. Nymans 
Gardens, Handcross RH17 6EB. 
Book on 01444 405250. 

Wreath-making workshops 
24 Nov, 11am and 1.30pm, £15 
Join professional florist Hilary 
Clegg in a hands-on workshop to 
create your own beautiful festive 
wreath to decorate your home. 

The Big Tree Switch On 
1 Dec, entry from 5pm,  
donation £2 
See the lights go on at the country’s 
tallest Christmas tree at the Big 
Tree Switch on event. As part of the 
countdown to the switch on, a choir 
will be singing around the tree and 
children’s activities will be held in 
the Mansion. 
Wakehurst Place, RH17 6TN

That’ll be the Day 
2 Dec, support act from 6.30pm, 
£16 in advance 
It’s Magic presents an unforgettable 
Christmas Party experience as 
the legendary. That’ll Be The Day, 
bring a jaw-dropping, hip-swaying, 
groove-making, rock music show to 
Burgess Hill. Supported by The Last 
Carnival. The Triangle, Burgess Hill, 
RH15 8WA.

Babes in Arms Sewing Session – 
Christmas stockings 
5 Dec, 9.30am - 1.30pm, £25 
This is one of a variety of  
workshops available see  
www.madeandmaking.co.uk for 
more details. This particular one 
is for new mums with little ones. 
Let them sleep whilst you craft a 
Christmas stocking incorporating 
some of you favourite outgrown 
baby clothes. Guide Hall, Semley 
Road, Hassocks.

Creative Workshop: Pinwheels and 
paper-art pom poms  
5 Dec,10am – 3pm, £30 
Join paper artist Amy Dury for a day 
of beautiful paper crafting. Nymans 
Gardens, Handcross RH17 6EB. 
Book on 01444 405250.

Festive Floral Table decoration 
Workshops 
8 Dec, 10am and 1pm, £20 
A hands-on workshop to create 
your own beautiful festive floral 
arrangement to decorate your 
home. Nymans Gardens, Handcross 
RH17 6EB. Book on 01444 405250.

Introduction to Gardening:  
Winter plants 
13 Dec, 1-2pm, admission price 
£10/£5 
In this workshop you can find out 
about a range of plants that can 
offer colour, texture and surprise 
to your garden, even in the dreary 
depths of winter. Nymans Gardens, 
Handcross RH17 6EB. Book on 
01444 405250. 

Carols Evening at Wakehurst 
14 Dec, from 5pm, donation £2 
Join local choirs and a band for 
carol singing under the Christmas 
tree at Wakehurst’s popular Carols 
Evening. Gates open at 5pm and 
carols begin at 7pm.  
Wakehurst Place, RH17 6TN.

Chequer Mead
 De La Warr Road
East Grinstead, RH19 3BS 
01342 302000 
www.chequermead.org.uk 

All Shook Up  
21 – 24 Nov, 7.45pm plus Saturday 
matinee 2.30pm, £15 / £13  
The smash-hit musical comedy 
direct from Broadway, inspired by 
and featuring the songs of Elvis 
Presley and a plot that fuses some 
of Shakespeare’s finest lines.

Ariel Drama Academy –Showcase 
26 Nov, 7.30pm, £10 
Ariel Drama Academy (Crawley) 
is proud to present an evening 
of Song, Drama, and Dance, 
celebrating the Academy’s work 
thoughtout the year. 

On the other hand… Marks and 
Kennard  
27 Nov, 7.30pm, £12 / £10 
Musical Comedy duo Marks and 
Kennard return for one night 
only, by popular demand. Live 
entertainment the way it used to be 
- under-rehearsed.  

Jazz Cafe 
29 Nov, 7pm, £5 
Sit back, relax and enjoy the best 
of live Jazz combined with finest 
Bistro menus at our regular Jazz 
Cafe evenings. Please reserve on 
01342 324860.

No Jacket Required  
1 Dec, 7.30pm, £15 / £13 
No Jacket Required return with a 
show celebrating 10 years as the 
UK’s leading Phil Collins tribute.

Christmas Craft Fair  
2 Dec, 10am - 4pm, free 
Over fifty stalls selling high quality 
gifts and crafts just in time for 
Christmas!

Forest Row Lifeboat Choir  
4 Dec, 1.30pm - 2.30pm,  
£4.50 / £3.50 
The Forest Row Lifeboat Choir was 
formed in 1946 after the loss of 
the Rye Harbour Lifeboat, ‘Mary 
Stanford’ and her 17 man crew in 
1928. The brother of a crew member 
lived in Forest Row, met the village 
postman and, moved by the disaster, 
they formed the choir to sing carols 
to raise funds for the RNLI which 
they continue to do so to this day.

Christmas Tales  
5 Dec, 7.30pm, £10 / £5 
No other author is as associated 
with Christmas as Charles Dickens. 
In this performance Chequer 
Mead Youth Theatre present 
new adaptations of some of his 
Christmas tales. 

A Winter Concert - The Band of the 
Coldstream Guards  
13 Dec, 7.30pm, £17 / £10  
The Band will perform a variety of 
music at the very popular annual 
concert in aid of SSAFA/forces 
help (Soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
families association).

Jazz Cafe  
14 Dec, 7pm, £5 
Enjoy the best of live Jazz with the 
John Gowers Jazz Quartet.

Cinderella  
21 - 30 Dec, see website for times 
and prices 
The most popular and romantic 
pantomime of them all, Cinderella 
will be brought magically to life by 
the Company of Friends with an 
abundance of comedy, stunning sets 
and costumes and fabulous special 
effects! Family Panto at its best!

The Blues Band  
22 Feb, 7.30pm, £24 
In their thirty-fourth year The Blues 
Band bring their new  album ‘Few 
Short Lines’ to Chequer Mead. An 
evening of classics and originals but 
all superb Rhythm and Blues...

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath,  
RH16 3DN
01444 455440 
www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

Comedy Club 
8 Nov, 8pm, £9.50 
The comedy club continues on its 
mission to bring mirth and mayhem 
to Mid Sussex with Clint Edwards, 
Gary Delaney & Ivo Graham (lineup 
not guaranteed).

Talk on Tolkein - The Hobbit 
5 Dec, 7.30pm, £6.50 
Celebrating 75 years of the beloved 
classic The Hobbit and with the 
latest film adaptation being 
released, professional speaker and 
performer David Allen hosts a fun, 
entertaining and thought-provoking 
‘Talk on Tolkein’.

Comedy Club 
6 Dec, 8pm, £9.50 
Two hours of brand new comedy 
featuring Fin Taylor, Dave Fulton 
and Jimmy McGhee (lineup not 
guaranteed).

Magic of 1000 strings featuring 
Faryl Smith 
8 Dec, 8pm, £19.50 
Unique in Europe, the International 
Harp Ensemble, with 33 members, 
offers an incomparable opportunity 
to experience the timeless 
fascination of the harp. 

Jeremy Hardy 
14 Dec, 8pm, £14 (£5 jobseekers) 
Best known for his work on Radio 
4’s ‘News Quiz’, ‘I’m Sorry I Haven’t 
a Clue’.

Christmas Film -  
It’s a Wonderful Life 
19 Dec, 2.30pm, £5 (inc mulled 
wine and mince pie) 
Starring James Stewart, this classic 
film was released in 1946 and 
remains just as popular today.

 

How To Catch A Star  
22 Dec, 2pm, £9.50  
Based on the best-selling children’s 
book and brought to life with an 
irresistible blend of music, puppetry 
and story-telling - a must see for 
small people aged 3-7 years and 
grown up stargazers!  

Cinderella - The Weald Theatre 
Group 
8 - 12 Jan, 7pm, Sat 12pm & 5pm 
Book your seats early and enjoy 
a wonderful family evening of the 
classic story of Cinderella, whilst 
also supporting local charities.

Sid’s Show 
22 Feb, 11am and 2pm 
Join Sid from Cbeebies live on stage 
in a fantastic funfilled adventure 
that will knock your socks off. 
Perfect for families with children 
aged 3 – 7 years.

Martlets Hall
Civic Way
Burgess Hill
RH15 9NN
01444 242888 

Circus De Cabaret 
1 Dec, 8pm, £12 / £8 
Top visual acts including 
escapology, contortion, magic 
and much more! With performers 
straight from the West End.

Other Events

Charity bike ride  
The third Greater Haywards 
Heath Bike Ride will set out 
on Sunday 21st April 2013. 
Major sponsors, The Orchards 
and First Central are back and 
Haywards Heath Town Council 
has pledged its support. The 
target is to reach 1,500 riders 
next year, with lots of charity 
teams raising money. Four 
distances will be available 
including a family friendly route.
Find out more at  
www.hhbikeride.co.uk
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Key contacts for Council Services:
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

www.midsussex.gov.uk
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk

Reception is open Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm,  
Fri 8.45am - 4.15pm

Main switchboard 01444 458166  
same hours as Reception.

For emergencies outside office hours call  
0845 602 1035. 

in your next Mid Sussex Matters…
Read about Council budget plans, green news, town centre progress, events, 
competitions, a focus on key services and lots lots more.

Inside this issue: donate your winter fuel payments | shop local  
| keeping well and warm | members’ allowances and lots lots more…

Christmas and New Year Waste Collections 2012/2013

Festive bin collection changes...
Due collection date              New collection date
Monday 24 Dec                     Saturday 22 Dec
Tuesday 25 Dec                  Monday 24 Dec
Wednesday 26 Dec    Thursday 27 Dec 
Thursday 27 Dec          Friday 28 Dec
Friday 28 Dec                Saturday 29 Dec
Monday 31 Dec             Monday 31 Dec
Tuesday 1 Jan                      Wednesday 2 Jan
Wednesday 2 Jan               Thursday 3 Jan
Thursday 3 Jan                     Friday 4 Jan
Friday 4 Jan                   Saturday 5 Jan 

Collections go back to normal from Monday 7 Jan 2013.

Garden Waste
There are no garden waste collections 

between 24 December 2012 and 5 January 
2013 (inclusive). 

Christmas Tree Recycling
Sites across Mid Sussex are provided so you 

can recycle your real Christmas tree between 
Wednesday 2 and Friday 18 January 2013. 

For more information contact www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling email  
wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk or call 01444 477440.

Collection dates over the festive season will alter and the crews will leave you a 
handy bin hanger with details nearer the time as another reminder.


