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Mid Sussex Matters is free to all residents and provides 
you with information about our services. Published by the 
Communications Team, Mid Sussex District Council,  
Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS.

Designed by Spring Marketing, 0845 3010 888
www.springmarketing.co.uk

67,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, East 
Grinstead, Haywards Heath and Mid Sussex villages.
This magazine is delivered by the Royal Mail according to local postcode 
boundaries. From time to time these exceed the authority boundaries, but we hope 
that even if you live outside of Mid Sussex, you will still find something of interest 
within these pages.

Editorial 01444 477240 Advertising 0845 3010 888.
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk

Next issue out on 9 July 2012.

Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation by Mid Sussex 
District Council of the products or services offered or the organisations involved, 
nor will the Council incur any liability whatsoever for any claim relating to them.

If you need this publication in another language or format 
please call 01444 458166.

Cover - Residents get ready to ‘go mid sussex’ 2012
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Welcome to the latest  
edition of MSM

As usual, the magazine is stacked with 
useful information and updates about 
the varied range of services the District 
Council provides. 

2012 promises to be a very exciting year 
with the Diamond Jubilee and Olympics 
and Paralympics taking centre stage. 
Jubilee and Olympic events are planned 
across the district, so keep an eye out for events in your area and 
share in these historic occasions.

As spring moves into summer we have our own range of local 
activities to look forward to…’go mid sussex’  is aimed at the whole 
family and offers a wide variety of exciting entertainment across the 
whole district. A detailed brochure will be available shortly.

These are challenging times and by now the Council will have 
formally agreed its budget for 2012/13. Delivering value for money, 
whilst at the same time providing efficient and effective services, is at 
the very heart of what we do. We are already a low tax authority and 
have once again agreed to “freeze” our portion of the Council Tax .

This decision was not straightforward, as reductions in Central 
Government funding required us to make savings this year of around 
£900,000. However, the overwhelming feeling from members was 
that with households under increasing financial pressure, Council 
Tax should be kept as low as possible. 

The Coalition Government plans further funding reductions along 
with significant changes to the welfare system. It is, therefore, 
essential that this Council has a solid base from which to manage  
its future finances. This year’s budget helps to provide that 
foundation and ensures the Council becomes more resilient and  
even more self-sufficient.

I would like to thank everyone, representative groups and individuals 
alike, who has responded to the District Plan Consultation. This 
crucial piece of work sets out the development framework for the 
next 20 years and is being put together in partnership with Town and 
Parish Neighbourhood Plans. The results of this consultation will be 
brought forward in the next edition.

Spring always heralds a sense of optimism and renewed vigour. The 
recent ‘Halifax Quality of Life’ Survey placed Mid Sussex at the top of 
the Sussex league table for the second consecutive year, no mean 
feat! By working together, overcoming challenges and grasping 
opportunities, we can strive to keep it there.

Cllr Garry Wall
Leader, Mid Sussex District Council
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Mid Sussex is the best 
area to live in the 
whole of Sussex, 
and ranked 41st in 
Britain, according 
to the recent Halifax 
Quality of Life Survey. 
The survey includes 
a study of all 405 local 
authority districts in Britain and looks at 
local performance across key areas.

The survey found that 94% of people in Mid Sussex are in good 
or fairly good health, the rate of employment is high and crime 
in the area is low - with Mid Sussex residents experiencing 
fewer than 12 burglaries for every 10,000 people.

You can find out more about the survey results, and all the 
latest Council news at www.midsussexf.gov.uk/press

Getting ready  
to switch
In the next few months, the entire district, 
and the whole country, will make the 
switchover to digital TV. Residents in the 
south of the district who get a signal from 
the Midhurst transmitter will be the first 
to switchover, in two stages in February and in 
March. The remaining areas of the district will start switching on 
30 May, with the second stage on 13 June.

If you need any help with the switch to digital TV, you can call  
0800 40 85 900 or visit www.helpscheme.co.uk. Textphone users  
can contact 0800 40 85 936.

Local  
Global 2012
Celebrating a world of cultural 
experience right on our doorstep – make 
sure you leave space in your diary for 
Local Global on Saturday 9 June 2012 at 
Clair Hall, Haywards Heath.
This very successful, free Local Global event is now in its 
third year, bringing together local people from different 
cultural backgrounds for the unique event celebrating the 
many diverse communities and groups in Mid Sussex.

Local residents will perform cultural dances, songs 
and music, plus there will be exotic food tasting and, to 
coincide with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the event will 
also include an oral history of new arrivals to Mid Sussex 
from across the globe from the time of the Queen’s 
Coronation to the present time.

The event will be organised by the Mid Sussex Diversity 
Forum with support from Mid Sussex District Council, 
West Sussex County Council, the Council for Voluntary 
Service and local community groups.

For more information, please email  
msdf2010@hotmail.co.uk or call 01444 477495.

2012 will  
be an 
eventful  
year
Both nationally and locally, 
there is going to be so much 
going on in 2012. The ‘go mid sussex’ events 
brochure will be available from May and  
will contain lots of ways to get out and enjoy 
the district.

Don’t forget the Olympic Torch will be making its way 
through Copthorne and East Grinstead on 17 July. The 
day is set to be one to remember! If you are physically fit, 
over 18 years old and fancy being a volunteer steward at 
the Torch Relay, please get in touch. Email your name 
and contact number to culture@midsussex.gov.uk

Watch out for the Chairman’s Tea Parties, where 
Chairman Councillor Mandy Thomas-Atkin will  
be visiting local branches of Age UK to get the  
party started. 

If you are planning on having your own celebrations 
by planning a street party, please remember to get in 
touch with us about your road closure. You can do this 
online at www.midsussex.gov.uk/roadclosures or by 
calling 01444 477305. 

District 
Plan makes 
progress
In the last edition of ‘Mid Sussex Matters’ which came 
out in November 2011, we invited you to take part in the 
consultation on the District Plan. Thanks to everyone who 
took the time to fill in the questionnaire – the responses 
are being looked at currently and we will publicise results 
from the consultation. 

Working in partnership with the Town and Parish Councils, 
the District Council produced the draft plan outlining 
broadly what, where, when and how development may 
take place in the district over the next 20 years. We are 
now looking at all the responses and these are due to be 
discussed at the Better Environment Advisory Group on 
27 March, with the revised District Plan being reported to 
Council for approval in May / June 2012. Full details are 
available at www.midsussex.gov.uk/districtplan

Also, see page 15 for the current consultation on the 
Community Infrastructure Levy

Offshore Wind 
Farm consultation
A proposal for an offshore wind farm on a site 13-
23km off the Sussex coast, capable of generating 
electricity for around 450,000 homes each year, has 
been drawn up by E.ON. Exhibitions have been taking 
place, in coastal towns and rural areas near the 
proposed cable route, as part of a formal consultation 
from February to April 2012.  The next event is in 
Henfield Village Hall from 11am-6.30pm on Tuesday 
27 March. You can also find out more by visiting  
www.eon-uk.com/rampion

Older Drivers’ 
Week
An increase in road casualties for Sussex residents 
aged 60 and over has led the Sussex Safer 
Roads Partnership (SSRP) to designate the week 
commencing 19th March as ‘Older Drivers’ Week’. 
Watch out for the campaign and find out more at 
a special event at The Orchards Shopping Centre, 
Haywards Heath, on 22 March. To find out more 
about the SSRP, please visit  
www.sussexsaferroads.org.uk for more details.

Local news

Best in 
SuSSex
Halifax Quality of 

Life Survey

Design 
Awards
The Mid Sussex District Council Design 
Awards promote excellence in architecture 
and design which enhances the distinctive 
character of Mid Sussex. The awards are 
open to anyone who has completed a 
building or landscape project within MSDC 
between 16 May 2009 and 1 July 2012. For 
further information please contact  
will.dorman@midsussex.gov.uk  
01444 477 535 or visit  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/designawards
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Youth Matters Out and About

Working for 
young people
Better Young Lives is a forum led by Mid Sussex District 
Council to work with partners, from both the statutory 
and voluntary sector, ensuring better lives and outcomes 
for children and young people. The Better Young Lives 
Strategy can be downloaded www.midsussex.gov.uk/youth

Mid Sussex Rural Partnership
As a result of recent funding challenges, the Parish Councils in Mid Sussex created a  
new group in September 2011 aiming to ensure that youth provision in their area  
continues and develops.
The local community will help lead the focus in their area, looking at young people’s needs 
by working with Parish Councils and local communities.

The Partnership has set up meetings with Parish Council representatives and is  
now planning two training events to help get plans off the ground:

Getting It Right - a training workshop for organisations which are considering setting up 
activities for children and young people in their local areas.  

The Importance of Safeguarding in the Voluntary and Community Sector -  
to give participants a basic understanding of Safeguarding.

Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/youth for more information

We asked Sussex Living, main sponsors of the event, 
about their charities and reasons for running!
‘Sussex Living’ is proud to be sponsoring the Sussex Living Marathon Weekend this 
coming May Bank Holiday. 

We are hoping that lots of local businesses will take part in the event which will benefit 
the local economy and communities all over Mid Sussex. We’ve even entered a team from 
the magazine to show our commitment and enthusiasm for the Sussex Living Marathon 
Weekend. And if we can run, so can your office! 

Meet the Sussex Living team

Get set for the Sussex Living 
Marathon Weekend

In an exciting new event for Mid Sussex, three races are  planned over the May 
Bank Holiday weekend which, in total, will add up to a marathon distance.

5 May – East Grinstead 10-mile race
6 May – Haywards Heath 10-mile race
7 May – Burgess Hill 10k (6.2-mile) race

If a place is booked in advance, runners can enter all three of the races that 
make up the Sussex Living Marathon Weekend for just £35. The entry fee goes 
towards the cost of staging each race and also supports nominated charities.

Full entry details at www.nice-work.org.uk or by calling 01797 230572.
If you are a business and would like to get involved supporting or sponsoring  
the event, please contact caroline.harding@midsussex.gov.uk or 01444 477012.

A key part of the event is its 
support of local charities. 
Burgess Hill District Lions, 
East Grinstead and District 
Access Group, The Rotary 
Club of East Grinstead and 
The Yews Community Centre 
in Haywards Heath are the 
supported charities for 2012. 

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors

Sussex Living Magazine

Bright FM

Baldwins, Brooks Running,
Freedom Leisure, Heights Health 
and Fitness, Mulberry Cottages, 
NewRiver Retail, Solar Resources, 
Spires Hairdressing and Beauty,  
The Birch Hotel,
The Orchards Shopping Centre

 and many more being confirmed...
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Lee Meads, Studio Manager
running for - Alzheimer’s 
Society 
“I never found ‘fun’ runs 
much fun at school, so 10 
miles seems like a good 
start for me!” 

Merry Michau, Freelance Photographer
running for - “a local charity for people 
who suffer with CFS (Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome), as I have had experience of it 
myself in the past.”

Emma Stevenson, Account Manager
running for - Ataxia UK
“I enjoy working towards goals and 
achieving them and I hope this training 
inspires me to keep up the healthy lifestyle 
and set a positive example to my children.”

Suzi Reeve, Account Manager
running for – Diabetes UK
“I’m doing the race for fun, for fitness and 
to raise money for a great charity close to 
my heart.”

Steve Ramsey,  
Freelance Writer
running for - Save  
the Children
“I expect to make it past 
the finish line before the 
organisers have given up 
and gone home!”

Nicole Tata, Deputy Editor
running for - Breast Cancer Research in 
memory of my mother, and all other mums 
who passed away too early
“A huge challenge for me and hopefully an 
inspiration to my children to get off  
the sofa!”

Becky Wells, Freelance 
Writer running for – St 
Catherine’s Hospice
“I am running the full 
Sussex Living Marathon as 
a dedication to all those 
people I’ve met in my 
life who are coping with 
terminal illness or have sadly  
passed away.”

Can you help?
The Rural Partnership would like to hear 
from anyone who would like to volunteer to 
help develop youth provision in their area. 
This could be in the form of helping with 
a management committee, youth work, 
fundraising or many other opportunities.

To find out more, please contact Sally 
Blackmore, Better Young Lives Co-ordinator, 
on sally.blackmore@midsussex.gov.uk  
or 01444 477518. 

Partner organisations are Mid Sussex District 
Council (MSDC), Action in Rural Sussex (AirS), 
West Sussex Council for Voluntary Youth 
Services (WSCVYS), West Sussex County 
Council – Voluntary Liaison and Sussex Clubs 
for Young People (SCYP).
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Affordable homes for 
local people
In rural villages there can be a shortage of affordable housing. The desirability of 
countryside living makes it expensive to live in a village and many local people are left 
with no choice but to move away from the area in which they grew up.

Following a recent study, Ashurst Wood was identified as a parish in need of affordable 
housing. After being approved by the Council’s Planning Committee, residents in the 
village will soon benefit from 12 new homes in the village.

The 12 new homes will be 100% affordable and are reserved exclusively for local people who can 
clearly demonstrate a local connection to Ashurst Wood. The homes will be made available to current or recent village 
residents, people working in the village or those who have close family relatives living there. 

The new homes will be owned and managed by English Rural Housing Association, formed in 1991, specifically to provide 
homes in villages for local people.

Visit www.englishrural.org.uk for more information.

In 2007, a survey into rural housing needs showed that additional affordable housing was needed in 
Ashurst Wood to enable people to stay in the local community. Mid Sussex District Council, Ashurst 
Wood Parish Council, English Rural Housing Association and Action in Rural Sussex have been working 
in partnership to try and increase the number of affordable homes that are available to the residents of 
Ashurst Wood by developing this rural housing scheme.

Food Hygiene rating gives 
food for thought
Since the national Food Hygiene Rating Scheme started nearly a year ago, more Mid Sussex food 
businesses have opened and a higher number are achieving better scores, month after month. This 
is great news for businesses and excellent news for the customers eating at the restaurants, pubs 
or hotels in the district.

Good food hygiene is definitely easier to spot these days, with the introduction in April 2011 of the national Food Hygiene 
Rating Scheme. Restaurants, pubs, hotels, (as well as cafes, takeaways and other places selling or serving food) are now 
being rated from 0 - 5 on their hygiene standards, when a food hygiene inspection is carried out by  
Mid Sussex District Council.

Thanks to additional support and training by Mid Sussex 
District Council, 950 food businesses score between 
3 and 5, with 643 in the top rating. As well as this, an 
additional 154 food businesses have opened and the 
council has assisted the owners by providing advice and 
starter packs to help them run a successful outlet.

For more details, please visit  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/foodhygienerating and 
remember to look out for the rating sticker at your 
chosen food outlet.

Look out for  
your A-Z  
Guide of  
Council  
services...
…coming through your door any time now with your 
Council Tax bill.

Please keep your guide in a safe and handy place where 
you can refer to it when needed throughout the year. 
Not only does it contain information on what Council Tax 
is spent on, but it also has a full list of all the services 
provided by Mid Sussex District Council with details about 
everything you can do online, at your own convenience.

With a  
zero rating

With a  
top rating

April 2011 10 473

January 2012 5 643
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Waste and recycling

What happens to recycling 
collected at your kerbside?

Recycling bins are emptied 
into Serco trucks which 
compact it.

The lorries take it to a Waste Transfer 
Station at Burgess Hill, East Grinstead 
or Crawley where the recycling is 
weighed and recorded.  The recyclables 
are then put in larger lorries and taken 
to the high-tech sorting plant at Ford, 
West Sussex. Arriving at the Materials 
Recycling Facility (MRF – pronounced 
“murf”) the mixed material is loaded 
onto a conveyor belt for a pre-sort.

At this point, large 
cardboard is removed 
and baled for recycling 
and any visible rubbish 
(such as bags of waste, 
teddy bears and quilts) 
are removed.

The mixed recyclables then 
move along a conveyor belt 
into a trommel (a huge drum 
with holes, like a giant washing 
machine drum). The trommel 
turns 12 times a minute and 
has holes of two sizes in 
the sides, allowing different 
material to fall through, 
and separating paper from 
containers and cardboard. 

As the trommel turns, glass bottles and jars smash and 
the pieces fall through the first set of holes. The smallest 
pieces are used for aggregate and the larger pieces are 
sent for re-melt to make new glass bottles and jars. 
Remaining items flow through the next set of holes into 
the ballistic separator.

A magnetic belt 
attracts steel 
cans, aerosols 
and jam jar lids.

The rest of the recyclables 
then pass through an eddy 
current separator. This contains 
spinning magnets which repel 
the aluminium, making it jump 
onto a different conveyor belt to 
be collected up.

Plastic bottles then 
pass through an optical 
sorter. A sensor detects 
the wavelengths in the 
reflected light, helping 
it to identify the type of 
plastic bottle. The sensor 
triggers a jet of air to 
hit the plastic bottle 
and remove it from the 
conveyor. It separates 
out two different types of 
plastic bottle and splits 
them by colour. The two 
types of plastic bottles 
are separated – HDPE 
(eg milk bottles) and PET 
(eg fizzy drink bottles) 
and then split by colour.

With the glass, plastic bottles, steel and 
aluminium removed, the mixed paper, 
card, newspapers and magazines go 
through a final quality control check to 
ensure high quality standards are being 
delivered to the manufacturers. A baler 
squashes the individual recyclable types 
into cubes, ready to be transported to 
reprocessors and manufacturers to be 
recycled into new goods.
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Pride of place
Recycling has always been challenging at Old Farm Close, in Haywards Heath.  It is 
home to a mixture of rented family homes and short-term residents working at the 
Princess Royal Hospital. Despite attempts by L&Q Housing Association the crews 
removing the waste were having to send all the bins for general landfill waste.

Local resident, Mike McCarthy, saw this and decided he wanted to help.

“What got me started was when my 5-year old son questioned why the landfill and 
recycling were being collected together. We were recycling at home and I wanted 
him to see that this made a difference.

“I went to the housing association office to see how I could help, then got in touch with Alex 
from MSDC to set it up. We set up a system and then I checked the recycling bins to make sure 
the right things were going into them. In the beginning, I had to lift the lids and check three 
times every day, but within a month, I could see a difference. Now I look once a week, taking 
10 - 15 minutes, which is just as well – as we’ve got a new baby to look after now too! 

 “I wanted to do this because it is helping the environment, my family and is about taking  
pride in our area. I’ve learnt as I’ve gone along as well, like how shredded paper shouldn’t  
go in recycling. I didn’t expect it to take off so well, people have been really, really incredible  
on the estate.”

Mike was recently given a prestigious L&Q Housing Association Environmental Champion Award, 
the first time a resident in the Mid Sussex area has received such an award.

To find out what can go in your recycling bin please go to www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling

Waste and recycling

Can you be  
like Mike?
We are looking for more local 

residents to become volunteer 

recycling champions.

If you live in a property that uses 

communal bins and you would 

like to get involved, please email  

Alex.Donley@midsussex.gov.uk 

or call 01444 477596.



Mid Sussex Matters Spring 2012 13Mid Sussex Matters Spring 201212

Haywards Heath  
- Railway Station
Solum Regeneration are a 50/50 joint venture 
between Network Rail and developers, Keir.  
In July 2011, the Council received a 
presentation from them setting out their 
emerging ideas for a major development at the 
station. Their proposal does not include any 
council owned land. 

Solum Regeneration has since held 
discussions with Haywards Heath Town 
Council and also attended the annual Open 
4 Business event, held in November 2011, 
at the Ardingly Showground.  At the present 
time, Solum Regeneration has indicated that a planning 
application would be submitted later this year and if that is the case, the 
council would have its usual planning role.

Burgess Hill
The head lease holders for Martlets Shopping Centre, NewRiver 
Retail, are continuing to explore the opportunities for transforming 
the town centre. They gave an update to the council, in January 
2012, and are currently working on the key issue of the viability  
of their proposals, which is a crucial area of work given the 
current economic climate and the impact this is having on 
retailers/investors.

The council, as freeholder of the land affected by the NewRiver 
Retail proposal, will have both a property and planning role in 
whatever scheme is proposed. The council is keen to continue 
exploring opportunities for supporting the town centre, to 
improve the shops on offer and its appearance. 

Progress continues to be made in moving forward 
development schemes for the District’s three town centres.

East Grinstead 
In 2011, the major landowner at Queens Walk announced he had entered into an agreement with a developer, Frontier 
Estates, to bring forward a proposal for redeveloping part of the existing Queens Walk area of the town centre.  

Since attending a meeting of the Better Mid Sussex Advisory Group on 20 October 2011, when they explained the 
principles of their ideas for Queens Walk, Frontier Estates has been reviewing the key issue of the viability of their 
ideas. The council expects to receive an update from Frontier Estates in the next few months. As freeholder of part of 
the land affected by their scheme, the council will have both a property and planning role.

East Grinstead Public Toilets
The scheme to provide new public toilets in the town centre has 
made good progress, with planning permission being granted in 
December 2011 and work having started on site (just off Kings 
Street in the town centre).

East Grinstead – Railway Station
The extension to the platforms has been completed and the station can now accommodate 12 carriage trains. 
The replacement station building is now underway and this will allow for some changes to the forecourt area with 
improved pedestrian links to the nearby bus interchange.

To keep up to date with progress on the development schemes for 
the town centres please visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/towncentres

Haywards Heath – Victoria Park
As a result of some private sector interest in 2010, the council started a process in 2011 promoting a scheme for 
redeveloping the existing public toilets with a café/restaurant and replacement toilets, based on the principles set 
out in the adopted town centre master plan.  

Last summer, an advert was sent out, seeking expressions of interest, resulting in twenty three information packs 
being requested. In the event, none were returned to the council. It appears that the major issue was the current 
economic situation, combined with some concerns about the footfall along South Road.  

At the Better Mid Sussex Advisory Group meeting held on 15 December 2011, Councillors reviewed the situation 
and agreed to consider a revised brief for the project later in 2012. In the meantime, the council will explore the 
opportunities to improve the provision of publicly available toilets in this part of the town centre.

Haywards Heath - Town Centre
In 2010, the agents for the head leaseholder of The Orchards Shopping Centre expressed an interest in working 
with the council to improve the Centre. There are lease issues they wish to address and have confirmed a desire to 
seek enhancements to the retail offer there. They attended the meeting of the Better Mid Sussex Advisory Group in 
November 2011 explaining their thinking on improvements to The Orchards Shopping Centre.
 
The council intends to follow up the presentation with further discussions with the head leaseholder. The current 
national economic climate is challenging for the private sector and Haywards Heath Town Centre is not immune 
from the effects.

We aim to provide a new, attractive town  
centre for the people of Burgess Hill and  
bring retailers that cater for all members of the community. 

from NewRiver Retail’s ‘ A Vision for Burgess Hill’.

Southern recently opened its first ever indoor cycle hub at Haywards Heath 

railway station.The £300,000 investment has transformed bicycle and 

motorcycle parking with 300 new cycle spaces and 100 new motorcycle 

spaces,160 of which have been installed in a former car valet building.

Image credit ECE Architecture
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Working for a warmer 
West Sussex
Mid Sussex District Council is one of several councils granted 
funding of more than half a million pounds to deliver a programme 
of winter warmth assistance. In total, the councils within West 
Sussex successfully bid for £617,800 from the Department of 
Health to fund the ‘Warmer West Sussex’ programme, which is 
designed to help tackle fuel poverty and increase emergency 
response capacity during cold weather.

The visits offer advice on getting the best deal on your energy, how to use 
heating controls effectively and keeping warm and saving energy in your 
home. Up to £50 worth of free energy saving kit is provided, such as draught-
proofing, hot water tank jackets and energy monitors. There is also a survey 
for insulation and free grant work (subject to criteria and availability). The 
home visitors can also advise on other assistance, which could also be of 
help, such as Warm Front grants for heating and insulation.

If you are having difficulty paying gas and electricity bills you might benefit 
from a free visit from a Climate Energy home assessor. Get in touch now 
(places are limited) by calling 0800 0546815.

Funding has also been shared with local voluntary organisations to help 
spread the warmth, for example -

•  funding West Sussex Citizens Advice Bureaus to conduct home visit benefit checks
• helping the British Red Cross and Parish Councils to purchase additional winter kits
• supporting the West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service to deliver more Home Fire Safety Checks. 

Don’t miss out 
on insulation 
grants...
At the end of the year the way that insulation is 
funded will be changing. Currently, loft and cavity 
wall insulation are heavily subsidised and may be 
free depending on your circumstances. To take 
advantage of current deals on discounted loft and 
cavity wall insulation, please call 0800 512 012.

Warm Front  
Grant scheme
The Warm Front scheme provides heating and insulation 
improvements to households on certain income-related 
benefits, living in properties that are poorly insulated or 
not adequately heated. Qualifying households can get 
improvements worth up to £3,500 (£6,000 where oil central 
heating and other alternative technologies are recommended).

This scheme will be changing, so now is a good time to check if 
you are eligible, by calling 0800 316 2805.

For the latest information on affordable warmth, please visit  www.midsussex.gov.uk/warmth

A superfast boost 
to business 
broadband
Broadband coverage in Mid Sussex is currently mixed, with some 
areas having far higher speeds than others. The council believes 
that broadband speed is an important requirement of modern 
businesses, which increasingly rely on internet communications 
with their suppliers and customers. Lobbying for improved 
broadband provision, especially in the rural areas, is a key part of the Mid 
Sussex Economic Development Strategy. For more background information, the 
strategy can be read at www.midsussex.gov.uk/business 

BT Openreach, the main supplier of broadband infrastructure in this area, has 
announced that it will be upgrading the three towns and some of the larger villages 
over the next 18 months. This is welcomed news and will result in them having ‘Next 
Generation Access’ or at least 24 megabites per second broadband speed.  However, 
much of the rural areas of Mid Sussex would not be commercially viable to upgrade 
in this way.

Last August, West Sussex County Council announced that it had been successful 
in achieving funding from Broadband UK of £6.2 million. The County Council has 
since confirmed that it will match this funding, and that the private sector would 
be expected to match the combined sum, resulting in an overall investment of 
approximately £25 million. This would mean that most of West Sussex should be at 
Next Generation Access speeds by 2015 and we look forward to hearing more details 
about the areas which will be covered.

Finally, there is a national fund called the Rural Community Broadband Fund which 
aims to bring even very remote areas up to at least 2 megabites per second, and 
preferably to full Next Generation Access. We are working with Action in Rural 
Sussex to coordinate efforts to access this fund for any remaining areas.

Growing new 
businesses
The Bridge Road Depot, currently used  
for refuse and recycling vehicles in Haywards Heath, 
is set to become the site of an updated facility, as an 
initiative to support businesses in the area.

This £1.5 million investment by the District Council, 
assisted by a County Council grant of £600,000, will 
provide a new, more efficient waste facility while releasing 
crucial brownbelt land to create units for new and growing 
local businesses.

Residents and businesses
- register your support for  

improved broadband speedYou can register your  
support quickly and easily by  
visiting www.westsussex-
betterconnected.org.uk

Have your say 
on the CIL
Mid Sussex District Council is currently 
asking residents to comment on the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). The 
CIL is a new type of charge which will 
have to be paid by developers towards 
infrastructure costs. The fund will be 
used to support infrastructure, such as 
new play spaces, community halls and 
increasing school places, which are 
needed when new homes are built. The 
consultation will end on 21 March 2012. 

The Community Infrastructure Levy is due to 
be in place by April 2013 and will be further 
considered by the District Council during 
May and June of this year. 

You can have your say by going to  
www.midsussex.gov.uk/consultation

To find out more about business initiatives 
and plans in Mid Sussex, please visit

www.midsussex.gov.uk/business
business@midsussex.gov.uk  

or call 01444 477053

“The visit was very good 
and they were very efficient. 
I can now turn appliances 
on and off with the stand-by 
saver, which saves energy 
and also means I don’t have 
to get up to do this. They 
also installed an energy 
monitor which means I 
can keep track of what 
electricity I’m using.”
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Out and About

21 Mar Council   7pm 

23 Mar  CENSUS (Central Sussex Partnership)  
Joint Committee   10am

27 Mar Better Environment Advisory Group  7pm 

29 Mar South Area Planning Committee  7pm 

2 Apr Cabinet  4pm

4 Apr Better Lives Advisory Group  7pm 

5 Apr Better Mid Sussex  10am

5 Apr North Area Planning Committee  7pm 

11 Apr Better Services Advisory Group  7pm 

12 Apr Central Area Planning Committee  7pm 

18 Apr Council  7pm 

19 Apr District Planning Committee  tbc 

25 Apr Better Environment Advisory Group - SPECIAL  7pm 

26 Apr South Area Planning Committee  7pm 

3 May Better Mid Sussex  10am

3 May North Area Planning Committee  7pm 

9 May Annual Council  7pm 

17 May    Central Area Planning Committee  7pm

24 May  Better Mid Sussex Advisory Group  10am

30 May  Better Environment Advisory Group  7pm

31 May  South Area Planning Committee  7pm

7 Jun  North Area Planning Committee  7pm

11 Jun  Cabinet  4pm

13 Jun  Performance and Scrutiny Committee  7pm

14 Jun  Central Area Planning Committee  7pm

19 Jun  Better Lives Advisory Group  7pm

27 Jun  Council  7pm

Meetings of the Council are open to the public and are held in the Council Chamber,  
Oaklands, Haywards Heath RH16 1SS. 

Your Council in action

More information on meeting dates can be found at www.midsussex.gov.uk/council 
or by contacting Committee Services on 01444 477003.

Your council
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‘Freezing’ Council Tax,  
supporting local people
Mid Sussex District Council has agreed the decision to ‘freeze’ Council Tax as part of the Corporate Plan and Budget 
for 2012/13. By ‘freezing’ the tax, the Council is aiming to keep more money in the pockets of residents. 

With a 15% reduction in Central Government grant, rising inflation and an increasing demand for temporary housing, the 
Council must save a further £900,000 during the next financial year. The Council has met this challenge by finding 85% of 
the savings through changes to in-house operations. 

In addition, by restructuring the shared revenues and benefits service, the work will be carried out in a more efficient and 
cost effective way. However, in such difficult financial times, tough choices need to be made and the Council has decided 
to increase some parking charges by 20p and move the price of its Garden Waste service from £55 to £60.

You can see full details at www.midsussex.gov.uk/corporateplan

Bring on the sunshine!
From April, the fantastic new water play area in Victoria Park, Haywards Heath, will be open 
for watery fun. The raised troughs and sunken rills design, chosen by residents in the 2010 
consultation, will soon be ready for action.

After consulting residents about what they would like to see replace the old paddling pool in Victoria 
Park, Haywards Heath, Mid Sussex District Council received a surge of responses. The old paddling 
pool was removed during the cold winter months with the new water play area being constructed in 
time for the busy spring and summer season.

Even the weather can’t defeat it - the new water-based play area means that even cloudy days can 
bring watery fun, as children do not have to get wet when using the new equipment.

The new water play feature is one of several local community projects funded by developers when new homes are built in the District, 
funding was also added by Haywards Heath Town Council. 

Are you ‘Wild About  
Mid Sussex’?
Saturday 14 April, 10am-4pm
Oakmeeds Community College Sports Hall, Burgess Hill.

Celebrating the Mid Sussex 
countryside and the varied wildlife 
surrounding our town and villages, 
this free event gives a wide 
overview of local conservation 
issues with leading organisations, 
and provides entertainment for 
the whole family, with film shows, 
fun activities and competitions.

A wide range of local, regional 
and national organisations that 
influence the Mid Sussex landscape and its wildlife will 
be present to talk about their work, including the Sussex Wildlife 
Trust, West Sussex County Council Rangers, the High Weald 
Unit and the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers and 
many, many more, as well as Plumpton College and regional 
universities.

This year the event will also host an inter-school Art Exhibiton 
on wildlife themes. Schools across the Burgess Hill area are 
contributing and their work will be exhibited in the Assembly Hall 
on the day.

There will also be live exhibits, ranging from pond creatures to bats.

The event is organised by the ‘Friends of Burgess Hill Green 
Circle’ group with the support of Mid Sussex District Council – 
you can find out about more about this, and other group events at 
www.bh-green-circle.org.uk

Borde Hill 
competition
Thanks to Borde Hill Gardens, we 
are pleased to be able to offer you -

• 2 individual adult season tickets
• 2 family season tickets

To the Gardens for this season.

There are lots of events coming up between March and  
October when the garden is open to the public, as well as  
the beautiful grounds to explore. You can find out more at  
www.bordehill.co.uk or 01444 450326.

Events coming up include

19 March – 9 April, Easter Sporting Bunny Trail 
Fun trail to find each bunny with an Olympic theme and 
chocolate egg reward

28 April – 9 Sept, Mystery in Stone Exhibition  
Extraordinary hand carved Zimbabwean stone sculptures

4 June, Diamond Jubilee Garden Party

30 June, Jules Holland Concert 
With His Rhythm & Blues Orchestra

1 July, Summer Proms Concert  
National Symphony Orchestra

How to enter
Please state which season ticket you would like (adult or 
family) and answer the following question (the answer is in this 
edition of MSM).

Over which three dates will the Sussex 
Living Marathon take place?
Send your entry along with your name and contact details to 
MSM, Communications, Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, 
Haywards Heath RH16 1SS, or email details to  
msm@midsussex.gov.uk

Closing date Monday 16 April 2012.

In the last edition of MSM we carried a piece on the 
Adastra Sports Pavilion, mistakenly headed ‘Adastra Hall’.
To clarify – if you wish to book Adastra Hall please call  
01273 841965.
If you wish to book the Adastra sports pavilion you can  contact 
01273 842714.
Apologies for any confusion.
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What would you  
do with £2555?
*stop smoking and find out!
Supporting you to quit
Last year, nearly one million smokers nationally stopped smoking in 
March on ‘No Smoking Day’. This year, we know that nearly two thirds of 
smokers across the country would like to quit. It is a key time for people to 
stop smoking, and you can increase your chances of success considerably 
by getting the right support.

The Mid Sussex Wellbeing Team is here to support you to make one of the 
most important decisions for your health and wellbeing, and that of your 
family. Whether you are quitting for the first time or trying again, call the 
Team and we can help. 

If you do smoke and you want to stop, there is a wide range of support 
available in Mid Sussex to help you. You can get support at your GP 
practice, from a local pharmacy and from a specialist Stop Smoking 
Service which runs group sessions, one-to-one support and drop-ins. 
 
To find out more about the help on offer and where you can access 
support, please contact the Mid Sussex Wellbeing Team on 01444 477191 
or email wellbeing@midsussex.gov.uk 

*Calculation based on a person smoking 20 cigarettes a day for a year.

Health and wellbeing

Smoke-free 
child’s play 
Watch out for new signs arriving in play areas across 
Mid Sussex asking users not to smoke where children 
are playing. The aim of this is to improve the health of 
older and younger people and to reduce litter in the play 
areas. The signs will also provide information on local 
stop smoking services. 

The posters have been designed by local school children 
who took part in a competition to produce a winning 
design carrying the message. 

Pictured is winner of 
the poster competition 
Ella May, of Manor 
Field Primary School in 
Burgess Hill. She wins 
a £30 book voucher.

“I was just playing 
with the words trying 
to find what rhymed, 
then it came to me”.  

Ella May’s inspired message is:

You smoke, we choke
Don’t smoke!
It ain’t no joke!

The smoke-free play project was launched by Mid Sussex Wellbeing, in partnership with NHS West Sussex.

All-inclusive family holiday fun

Electronics 

(4 ipads)

Luxury  
spa stay

Gym membership for 3 years
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Contact us on: The Triangle  
01444 876000

Kings Centre  
01342 328616

The Dolphin  
01444 457337

Leisure Centres Update
Burgess Hill - The Triangle
New day time running group If you are new to running or would 
like to improve your running and fitness then come and join us 
every Tuesday during term time at 9.45am. First session is free, 
then £2 each time. For more details see www.bhrunners.co.uk

East Grinstead - Kings Centre 
Student Bootcamp Thursdays 4.30-5.15pm is a new, 6-week 
course starting in March and costing £20.

 

Haywards Heath - The Dolphin 
Disability Swimming/Aqua Fit in partnership with Changing 
Places. This is an exciting opportunity for adults aged 18 and 
over with learning and/or physical difficulties to attend weekly 
sessions on Tuesdays, with open swimming at 6.15-7.45pm or 
Aqua Fit Class from 7.00–7.45pm.

Volunteers will be there to support people when they are in the 
water. If participants need support changing or out of the water, 
they will need to have their own carer with them. The first 
session is free. A small fee will be due after the first week, with 
the amount depending on the need for transport (max £5).

Haywards Heath Harriers Improver Running Group Join this 
new daytime running group to improve your running and fitness 
or possibly train towards a race. Meet on Thursdays at 9.30am 
at the Dolphin Leisure Centre. £1.50 per session or £1 for 
members. More information can be found at  
www.haywardsheathharriers.co.uk

Bootcamp Group personal training has come to The Dolphin 
with 45-minute sessions on a variety of days and times. Aimed 
at all fitness levels, Bootcamp utilises training methods such 
as kettlebells, tyres, body bars and viprs to give you a workout 
session guaranteed to give you results.

Swimathon 2012  
– 28 and 29 April
All of the district’s leisure centres 
will be taking part in the national 
Swimathon event on 28 - 29 April joining 
thousands of others throughout the UK swimming to raise 
funds for Marie Curie Cancer Care or Sport Relief.

Participants raise vital funds for Marie Curie Cancer Care by 
swimming the 2.5k, 5k, or Team 5k challenges, or for Sport Relief  
by swimming the ‘Big Splash Mile’, individually or as part of a team.

Find out more at your leisure centre or visit www.swimathon.org 
to register.

Competition winners 
from the winter edition  
of ‘Mid Sussex Matters’
Freedom Leisure gave fantastic prizes of 
memberships to the leisure centres - we spoke to 
the lucky winners. 

Gold Concession Membership winner  
Ms I F Ellyatt - Burgess Hil, said:
“It is terrific, I’m really pleased to have won. 
I’ve enrolled and got my card and even had 
an induction in the gym. They say they 
can put together a programme for me. I 
really enjoy aqua aerobics and I’m looking 
forward to trying out some of the racket 
sports with my grandchildren.”

Gold Family  
Membership winner  
Karen Wells - East Grinstead, 
said:
“Winning the Family Gold Membership 
for a year was a real surprise – we 
still can’t believe our luck – thank 
you!
 
“We have two children - a 7 and 
4-year old, and the 7-year old is 

keen to try out badminton, squash and 
table tennis – sports that he might not have had the chance to 
try otherwise. Our 4-year old is keen to learn how to swim and 
currently does gymnastics lessons at the centre. Both already 
enjoy the roller disco - maybe we will have a go too!”
 
Gold Single Membership winner  
Ms Foran - Pease Pottage, said:
“I’m very excited to have won and I’m looking forward to 
exercising and swimming with my membership.”

We will follow how they are getting on in the next edition.

In our other competitions  
Bluebell Railway winners were 
Mrs Gunner of Handcross, Miss J Molloy of Haywards Heath and 
Miss Buckham of Burgess Hill.

Winner of lunch or dinner for two in the mansion at 
Wakehurst were  
Samantha Baldery, Mrs R Kirby of Burgess Hill and  
Mrs Strudwick of Haywards Heath.



There’s lots going on, this is just a small selection.  
For more events in the area please see www.midsussex.gov.uk/events
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What’s on in Mid Sussex
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Strictly Come Gardening
14 April, from 10am
Everything you ever wanted to 
know about gardening but were 
afraid to ask, complete with 
expert panel.
The Orchards Shopping Centre

Spring Concert
21 April 2012, 7.30pm,  
£13 / £11
Burgess Hill Choral Society presents 
an evening of Mozart and Handel.
St Andrews Church, Burgess Hill
01444 831161

Rolls Royce and Bentley 
Classic Cars outing
29 April, 11am
The Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts 
Club will be visiting Nymans for 
a leisurely Sunday outing and 
invites you to enjoy a display of 
their automobiles.
Nymans Gardens, Handcross
01444 405250

Sussex Living Marathon
5, 6 and 7 May
See page 7 for details.

‘Hot Jazz’ Garden Party
18 May, 6pm, £35
Enjoy the sounds of Dixieland jazz 
in an exclusive after-hours evening 
of canapés and sparkling wine.
Nymans Gardens, Handcross
01444 405250
 
Weatherlore – Fact or 
Fiction
21 May, 7.45pm, £4
A talk by Ian Currie (weatherman 
and editor) to the East Grinstead 
Natural History Society. For more 
details on the society and their 
talks series, contact Lesley Berry 
on 01342 324955.
St Barnabas Church Hall, East 
Grinstead
 
Bonsai Weekend
26 and 27 May, garden 
opens from 11am
The display of outstanding Bonsai 
will include Gold Medal Chelsea 
exhibits. 
High Beeches Garden, Handcross
01444 400589

Jubilee on Broadway
Monday 4 June,  
11am-10pm, £7
Celebrating the Diamond Jubilee 
with music from each decade of 
her 60 years reign – something for 

everyone.
The Broadway, Haywards Heath 
www.itsmagic.org.uk or call 
01444 800045

Diamond Jubilee  
Garden Party
4 June, £8 / £7.50
Featuring a live folk band, 
licenced bar, Pimms and Mojitos 
tent, balloon maker, face painter 
and bunting.
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards 
Heath
01444 450326

Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration
4 June, from 2pm
Haywards Heath Town Council 
and Haywards Heath Lions join 
forces to create a 1950s themed 
celebration.
Beech Hurst Gardens, Haywards 
Heath

The Seed
9 and10 June, 10.30am, 
12.00, 2pm, 3.30pm, 
4.45pm, £8
An incredible adventure - part 
performance, installations and 
treasure hunt – ‘The Seed’ is 
inspired by the remarkable true 
stories of the intrepid Victorian 
plant Hunters.
Nymans Gardens, Handcross
01243 781312

Burgess Hill Bike Ride
10 June 2012 
Setting out from Oakmeeds 
Community College Burgess 
Hill, cyclists can ride 10, 20 or 
40 miles through the Mid Sussex 
countryside. Half of the proceeds 
goes to St Peter & St James 
Hospice with the other 50% 
being distributed to other local 
charities. Entry fees are £10 for 
adults and £5 for children (aged 
10-15) who must be accompanied 
by an adult.  Full details are at 
www.burgesshillbikeride.co.uk   
email@burgesshillbikeride.co.uk 

Romeo and Juliet
14 - 16 June, 6pm, £10 / £8

Random Occurrence Theatre 
Company performs the romantic 
tragedy of Romeo and Juliet.
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards 
Heath 01444 450326

Wildflower Walk
17 June, garden opens 
from 11am
Expert botanists will lead several 
walks on behalf of the charity 
Plantlife.  
High Beeches Garden, Handcross
01444 400589

Summer Theatre: Macbeth
17 June, 7pm, £16 / £7 
Enjoy a relaxed evening of outdoor 
theatre, presented by the Lord 
Chamberlains Men, on the lawns 
of Nymans, set against the 
romantic ruins. 
Nymans Gardens, Handcross
0844 249 1895

Summer Theatre: Tales of 
Beatrix Potter
23 June, 6pm, £12 / £8
Bring the family along for a 
relaxed evening of outdoor theatre 
with Quantum Theatre.
Nymans Gardens, Handcross
0844 249 1895

Jools Holland
30 June gates open  
5pm £32/£15 for ages  
5-15 years
With his 18-piece Orchestra and 
special guests for a night of pure 
boogie-woogie.
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards 
Heath
01444 450326 

National Symphony 
Orchestra
1 July gates open 5pm 
Adult £27 / Children under 
16 free
With favourites including Handel, 
Bizet, Strauss and Barber, and 
ending with the much-loved style 
of ‘Last Night of the Proms’.
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards Heath
01444 450326 

Summer Theatre: Pride 
and Prejudice
1 July, 7pm, £14 / £7
Performed by Chapter House and 
set against the romantic ruins.
Nymans Gardens, Handcross
0844 249 1895

Summer Theatre: Tales of 
the Brothers Grimm
8 July, 6pm, £12 / £8 
concessions
An evening of outdoor theatre 
hilarity for the family presented by 
The Pantaloons.
Nymans Gardens, Handcross
0844 249 1895

Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead, RH19 3BS
01342 302000 
www.chequermead.org.uk 

Oliver!
14 April, 7.30pm, £10
Ariel Company Theatre’s talented 
Young Actors bring you the classic 
Lionel Bart’s “Oliver”.

Swing for Spring!
15 April, 7.30pm, £14 / £12
ConChord Big Band brings to life 
the memorable music of great 
bands and singers.

Maureen Galea – Piano
17 April, 1.30pm,  
£4.50 / £3.50
Prizewinning Maltese pianist 
Maureen Galea performs as a 
soloist.

No Jacket Required
20 April, 7.45pm, £15
The UK’s only 11-piece Phil 
Collins Tribute brings the 
spectacular show back to 
Chequer Mead.

Swan Lake
26 April, 5pm and 8pm
£18.50, £15.50, £12.50
Performed by the Vienna Festival 
Ballet.

The Flying Ship
11 May, 7.30pm,  
£12.50 / £9
Pericles Theatre Company 
presents this magical Russian 
fairy tale.

The Very Best of the 
Eagles
12 May, 7.30pm
The definitive Eagles’ hits 
collection performed by 
Desperado.

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath,  
RH16 3DN
01444 455440 
www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

The Making of ‘Gone With 
the Wind’
19 April, 7.30pm, £6 / £5
Professional speaker and 
performer, David Allen, explores 
the making of this classic, 
including fascinating facts, 
amusing anecdotes, scandals and 
backstage rows.

Buddy Whittington
11 May, 8pm, £15
A strong songwriter with an 
excellent bluesy voice, but it’s his 
awesome guitar playing that sets 
him apart.

The Weird and Wonderful 
World of the Law
31 May, 7.30pm, £6 / £5
David Allen takes a sideways look 
at the legal world through bizarre 
true life cases, daft old laws, 
raging judges and dotty clients.

 
Martlets Hall
Civic Way
Burgess Hill
RH15 9NN
01444 242888 
www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

The Rat Pack
22 March, 7.30pm, £20
Featuring some of the greatest 
music of the 20th Century, 
including ‘Come Fly With Me’, 
‘Under My Skin’ and ‘Mack The 
Knife’.

Letz Zep
31 March, 8pm, £17
Critically acclaimed as the leading 
tribute act to the music of Led 
Zeppelin.

Bootleg Sixties
21 April, 8pm, £17.50
Relive the sights and sounds of 
the 60s.

The Searchers
19 May, 8pm, £18.50
The Searchers perform their 
greatest hits, including ‘Sweets 
For My Sweet’, ‘Don’t Throw Your 
Love Away’ and ‘When You Walk 
Into The Room’.

Andy and Mike’s Big Box of 
Bananas
17 June, 11.30am, £11, £9
A children’s comedy show created 
by CBeebies presenter and BAFTA 
Nominee, Andy Day.

Cool Britannia
29 June, 8pm
£19.50
An evening of Brit Rock classics 
that spans five decades, from 
The Who to Oasis and The Faces 
to Blur.   
 

Other Events 

Easter Bunny Trail
19 March – 9 April
£8 / £5
Every child who discovers all 
of the colourful bunnies hidden 
around the historic garden, then 
solves the word or picture puzzle, 
will be rewarded with a delicious 
chocolate egg.
Borde Hill Garden, Haywards 
Heath
01444 884121

Linear East Grinstead to 
Three Bridges walk
27 March, 10am
A 9-mile walk from the Mid 
Sussex Ramblers, mostly along 
the old railway track bed. For 
more details of Mid Sussex 
Ramblers walks, please see  
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk 

The Little Big Club
31 March, 12 noon and 
2.30pm
£14.50 / £12.50 (family 
tickets)
A live concert featuring the most 
popular and best loved pre-school 
characters, including Barney, Bob 
the Builder, Angelina Ballerina, 
Pingu, Thomas the Tank Engine 
and Fireman Sam.
The Triangle, Burgess Hill
01444 242888 / 876000

Stars of BBC’s Strictly 
Come Dancing
31 March, 8pm,  
£27.50 / £25
Stars of BBC TV’s ‘Strictly Come 
Dancing’ Katya Virshilas and 
Pasha Kovalev take to the stage 
for an evening of exhibition dance 
routines.
The Triangle, Burgess Hill
01444 242888 / 876000

Dream of Gerontius by 
Edward Elgar 
1 April, 7.30pm, £15 / £12 
children free
Ardingly College, 01273 831264

The Greater Haywards 
Heath Bike Bide
1 April 
With rides of 11, 20 and 40 miles – 
and a new 75-mile route for those 
with serious pedal power.  Entry 
fees are £15 per person, £30 for 
a family on the first three routes, 
remember to get your sponsorship 
in to raise money for local charities.
www.hhbikeride.co.uk or call  
01444 455 694

Nymans 
workshops
Nymans Gardens, 
Handcross
01444 405250

Photography Workshop: 
Early Spring Colour 
26 March, 9am, £50
With National Trust gardens 
photographer David Dixon.

Willow Weaving 
2 and 3 April, 10am, £50
Expert weaver, Christine Llewellyn, 
will lead a hands-on workshop.

Easter Floral Table 
decoration 
4 and 5 April, 10am  
or 2pm, £30
Join local florist, Hilary Clegg, 
in creating your own stunning 
Easter nest arrangement.

Realistic spring flowers  
in watercolour 
16 and 17 April,  
10am, £100
Try your hand at painting spring 
flowers as inspired by the gardens 
during this two-day workshop.

Traditional Stained Glass 
using lead 
23 April, 10am, £50 
Learn from traditional stained 
glass craftsman, Paul Yarde.

Still Life Painting 
2 July, 10am, £50 - 
With artist and tutor,  
Katie Sollohub.
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Key contacts for Council Services:
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

A full listing of services and contact details is published 
yearly in the A-Z Guide delivered free to every household. 
Available online at:

www.midsussex.gov.uk
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk

Reception is open Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm,  
Fri 8.45am - 4.15pm

Main switchboard 01444 458166  
same hours as Reception.

For emergencies outside office  
hours call 01444 446495

in your next Mid Sussex Matters…
read about green news, town centre progress, celebrations, District Plan updates, 
events celebrating the Olympics and lots, lots more...

No forms – 
no fuss
Direct Debit is the most convenient and 
efficient way to pay your Council Tax. You can 
set up a Direct Debit by calling 01444 477564 
and with a few details, it can be set  
up immediately.
Mid Sussex District Council collects Council Tax on  
behalf of Sussex Police, Parish and Town Councils 
and West Sussex County Council for services such as 
education and roads. 

Approximately 10p in each £1 of your Council Tax 
stays with Mid Sussex District Council to help fund 
all our services.

Inside this issue: Business boosts | Jubilee year events |  
Wild about Mid Sussex | A recycling tale | Better Mid Sussex focus  
and lots, lots more…

Efficient servicesBy working as part of the CenSus partnership, Mid Sussex District Council 
is improving the efficiency of the way we 
collect Council Tax by sharing resources. You can find out more about Council Tax 

and Business Rates at  www.revsandbens.centralsussex.gov.uk


