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All aboard –
let’s Participate
Mid Sussex!
Do you remember the first time? –
Councillors talk voting • Tips to reduce waste
and energy use • Young people get in on the
action, and lots more…

Inside this issue:
Local News | Youth Matters | Homes & Housing | Green Matters
Participate Mid Sussex | Out & About | Better Mid Sussex | Your Council
Health | Council Meetings | Sport | What’s on in Mid Sussex

Comment
Welcome to the spring edition of
Mid Sussex Matters.
his is my first column in MSM and I am
pleased to have this opportunity to
ommunicate with every household in the
District directly.
As the new Council Leader I feel that it
s important to share some of my
priorities with you. I believe that the Council should do the
“basics” well. By that I mean it should focus on delivering
the good services that residents expect and deserve.
Those services should then be delivered as efficiently and as
economically as possible and represent good value for
money. The Council should not be afraid to learn from the
past and even more importantly it must plan for the future if
our communities are to thrive and prosper.
The Council is not immune from the economic difficulties
shared by many in our community and with that in mind we
are working hard on producing the service plans and budget
for next year. In recent years the Council has delivered
substantial savings and efficiencies. This year tough
decisions will need to be considered but I am confident we
can maintain the frontline services that residents expect and
yet still deliver real savings that keep Council Tax increases
to a minimum. Our draft plans, now published, include the
lowest Council Tax increase in almost a decade.

You may have heard that the holding company for Thornfield
Properties, our partners in the Better Mid Sussex project,
have been taken into administration. This is a setback to our
plans but we remain committed to exploring revitalisation
opportunities in our town centres.
Mid Sussex is an area of great opportunity. If we pull
together and support our local businesses and each other,
I am confident we have the potential to emerge from the
recession with a more vibrant economy and a stronger
society. I am optimistic in the future prosperity of our towns
and villages and I believe that residents of Mid Sussex share
in my optimism.
This magazine is an important way of communicating with
residents. I hope you find it both useful and informative.
Engagement with the community is something I feel is
important and should be encouraged as much as possible.
Since becoming Leader I have met with local resident
groups, representatives from the business community, and
other community groups. These meetings were very
informative and it was good to share mutual concerns and
aspirations. I look forward to those meetings continuing.
As Leader of the Council I am available should you wish to
contact me to discuss any issues that are important to you.

Cllr Garry Wall
Leader, Mid Sussex District Council
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Mid Sussex Matters is free to all residents and provides you with
information about our services. Published by the Communications
Team, Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands Road,
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS.
Designed by Spring Marketing, 0845 3010 888
www.springmarketing.co.uk
67,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, East Grinstead,
Haywards Heath and Mid Sussex villages.

Next issue out on 28 June 2010.
Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation by
Mid Sussex District Council of the products or services offered or the
organisations involved, nor will the Council incur any liability whatsoever
for any claim relating to them.

If you need this publication in another
language or format please call 01444 458166.

Editorial 01444 477240 Advertising 0845 3010 888.
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk
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Local News
Are you prepared for flooding?
Flooding cannot be totally prevented - there will always be a
storm of such intensity that the river network and drainage
systems will be overwhelmed.
Flood protection should be viewed as a necessary precaution
similar to security or smoke alarms in the home. Mid Sussex
District Council keep a limited supply of sandbags for the
protection of homes that are in imminent danger of flooding.
However, only a small number of sandbags (typically six per
household) can be issued to each property.

Do you live in an area susceptible to flooding?
Go to www.environment-agency.gov.uk/flood to find out and
get information to help you prepare.
Gel-based flood bags
You may wish to hold a stock of flood bags in case of
emergency. Gel based flood bags are clean, lightweight and

easier to handl
than traditional
sandbags.
They are versati
enough to be used for small household emergencies like
burst pipes. Unused they can be stored for up to 5 years and,
as they are biodegradable, they can be dug into the garden or
disposed of via landfill sites after use.
Mid Sussex District Council can supply these bags at
cost price of £30 for five or £55 for 10 (including free
delivery). Call 01444 477392 for more information.
Further information and advice on flooding can be obtained
from the Environment Agency Floodline on 0845 988 1188.
Mid Sussex District Council also provide some flooding and
general drainage advice on their website at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/flood.

Handy help
Mid Sussex District Council is supporting a local handy
person scheme, giving affordable, reliable help for jobs
around the house.
The new Handy Person Scheme, based at ‘Anchor Staying Put’,
will help provide a service to residents in need of some help
around the house.
This trustworthy and reliable service gives good value, with no
call-out charge and no VAT to pay on labour. You are eligible for
the scheme if you are not in full-time employment, are drawing a
pension or are disabled, however the scheme is not open to those
living in property owned by Affinity Sutton.
To apply just contact Anchor Staying Put on 01444 476140
between 8.30am and 4.00pm, Monday to Thursday.

Tell us your parking views

Free expert advice for
small businesses in
Mid Sussex
Mid Sussex District Council and Business Link
have joined forces to hold a series of free
advice sessions for small businesses in the
District. These are designed to provide
invaluable information and support to help
businesses grow in the most profitable way.
These hour-long one-to-one sessions with an
expert adviser from Business Link can help
businesses think through their plans
challenge their thinking
and perhaps suggest
alternative
approaches.

The Council is currently reviewing its parking service
and developing a new ten year parking strategy
addressing affordable, secure and supportive
parking for the communities within Mid Sussex.

The new Business
ingly
Clinics will be held at the
om Ard
Care fr
e
d
e
ir
b
fr
e
t
en
Blu
ffices of Mid Sussex
in a rec
ke part linic session
ta
istrict Council in
ss C
Busine
Haywards Heath on the
second Wednesday of every month.

An important part of the review is to receive feedback
from the local community. To participate in this
process you can access an on-line questionnaire at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/consultation. Hard copies of the questionnaire are also
available at Council Help points or by calling 01444 477230. The consultation
period ends on 31 March.

For more information, or to book a session,
call Business Link on 0845 600 9006,
email info@businesslinksussex.co.uk or
contact Steve Tilbury, Economic Development
Officer at Mid Sussex District Council on
01444 477347 or SteveT@midsussex.gov.uk.
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Local News
Tourism boosts the District economy
According to new figures from Tourism South East, the
value of tourism to Mid Sussex District continued to
increase in 2008, reaching £238.8m, an increase of
£2.2million on the previous year.
Tourism South East’s latest report into the economic impact
of tourism in the area for 2008 reveals that for Mid Sussex;
• tourism provides work for approximately 4,700 people
• more than 1.2million nights were spent in the
District by visitors
• staying visitors spent over £86m.
It found that Mid Sussex District is predominantly a day
visitor destination with more that 3.5 million visitors
spending over £114m in 2008.
Hot off the press for 2010 are two new free guides to help
you, your visitors or clients get the most from the area.
The ‘Enjoy Sussex Visitor Guide 2010’ is available free from
MSDC main reception and from Burgess Hill and East

Grinstead Help Points. An annual
competition is held for the cover
image - the winning entry for this
edition, features a striking view of
Ashdown Forest submitted
by Dave Brooker
from Crowborough.
‘Heart of Sussex – A Place to
Discover 2010’ is a definitive
guide to places to visit in Mid
Sussex, available from
Tourist Information Centres acr
Sussex, and from the Council’s leisure centres
and halls. Also available to download from
www.midsussex.gov.uk/tourism
For further information, please contact 01444 477012
or email tourism@midsussex.gov.uk

Working for Affordable Warmth
ving in cold and damp
mes leads to problems of
alth and unhappiness.
d Sussex District Council
as recently adopted an
fordable Warmth
rategy with the aim of
suring that residents can
ep warm and well.
e have put together some
quently asked questions
re, to be of help.
ave a question about
energy efficiency who should I contact? The Energy
Saving Trust provides free and impartial advice on
everything from loft insulation to light bulbs and
appliances. You can call 0800 512 012 or visit their website
at www.energysavingtrust.org.uk
I'm having trouble paying my gas and electricity bills, is
there anyone who can help? Call the Home Heat Helpline
on 0800 33 66 99 or visit their website at
www.homeheathelpline.org

I'm having problems with my gas or electricity provider
what can I do? Call Consumer Direct for advice on
08454 04 05 06.
I have been contacted by the Mark Group who say they
are working with the Council, is this correct? Mid Sussex
District Council is working with the Mark Group to
improve the energy efficiency of homes in the District.
Can I get a grant to improve the energy efficiency of
my home? If you are on a means tested benefit you may
qualify for a Warm Front Grant. You can contact Warm
Front on 0800 316 6011 to find out more. Alternatively
visit the Energy Saving Trust (see first question).
I rent a property that has problems with damp and
mould what can I do? Contact the MSDC Housing
Standards Team for advice on 01444 477292.
I'm over 70 - do I have to pay for my insulation?
Free insulation is available to those over 70 and in receipt
of certain benefits if they have less than 60mm of existing
loft insulation.
For more information visit the Department of Energy
and Climate Change website at www.decc.gov.uk. You
can read the Council’s Affordable Warm strategy at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/warmth
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Youth Matters
Council shadowing
scheme attracts
spotlight
During March young people from Imberhorne School and
Downlands in Hassocks will be among those taking part in
the Council’s Shadowing scheme, run in conjunction with
Youth of Today and the British Youth Council.

• 85% of the young people who took part rated the overall
experience as ‘good’, ‘very good’ or ‘excellent’

• 100% of the participants rated the pilot as ‘good’, ‘very good’
or ‘excellent’ for increasing their knowledge of the role of
a Councillor.

ce
Jack Summers and Gra

“

“
“

This scheme follows on from last year when it was judged to be
the most successful shadowing pilot in the country in a report
produced by the British Youth Council. During the pilot scheme
the young people joined Councillors in duties such as attending
the Prince of Wales Regiment Home Coming, District Planning
meetings and the Mayor’s Charity Lunch, as well as seeing
decisions made by the Council's Cabinet.

ices
Kennard in the MSDC Off

On the whole, it was a valuable and important scheme that
certainly got me a lot more interested and aware of local
politics and government
said Jack Summers, aged 18.
Grace Kennard, aged 17, said that she enjoyed meeting
interesting people during the civic events and dressing up
smart was exciting too!

“

The Shadowing Programme is led by the British Youth Council
(BYC) and is part of the Mid Sussex District Council ‘Better
Young Lives’ Action plan.
For more information contact Susannah Conway, Young
Persons Development Officer on 01444 477518 or email
SusannahC@midsussex.gov.uk

Keeping children safe in
Mid Sussex is everyone’s
responsibility
Every child and young person has a right to be safe, happy
and healthy. “Safeguarding” means making sure everyone
is protected and taking action when a child or young person
is at risk of abuse or neglect.

There are four main types of abuse; neglect, physical
abuse, sexual abuse and emotional abuse. Abuse and
neglect can cause long-term damage to a child or young
person and are always wrong.

What is abuse or neglect?

If you have any concerns about a child or young person
in the area you should contact the West Sussex County
Council Children and Young Peoples’ Services directly
on 0845 075 1007. If you believe it is urgent or it is
outside office hours, you can call 01903 694422,
or contact the Police.

Child abuse and neglect encompasses all ill-treatment
of children or young people, including serious physical
and sexual assaults as well as cases where the standard
of care does not meet the child’s health or
development needs.

The Council’s Safeguarding Policy and Procedures are
on our website www.midsussex.gov.uk/safeguarding
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Homes and Housing
Making it easier for
home movers
Are you thinking of moving or buying a home?
In either case we have made it easier for you to get
official online searches.
You can now obtain online Official Searches directly from the
Local Land Charges Section of Mid Sussex District Council.
Just log on to our web site
www.midsussex.gov.uk/locallandcharges
A standard search is made up of the forms LLC1 and
Con29R (any other enquires are optional). Just tick the
relevant boxes, complete online payment then press the
‘submit’ button.

Extending
housing choice
Applying for social housing is changing from April
with the introduction of a new Choice-Based
Lettings scheme across the District, giving a
greater say to the applicant on where they
want to live.
What are Choice-Based Lettings?
Choice-Based Letting is a new way of allocating social
housing. Under the new scheme all vacant homes will be
advertised and people on the Housing Register will be able to
'bid' for those they are interested in.
Mid Sussex District Council, along with its housing association
partner, Affinity Sutton, has now joined the Sussex Homemove
scheme, so offering greater choice to new and existing
tenants. Sussex Homemove is a partnership of 11 local
authorities across Sussex which have adopted a common
system of operating Choice-Based Lettings.
I’m on the Housing Register – what do I need to do?
All applicants currently on the Mid Sussex Common Housing
Register have been asked to re-register under the new
scheme so that their housing need can be reassessed and
they can be placed into one of four broad ‘bands’ of housing
need, A, B, C, or D.
How do I find out about vacant homes?
Vacant housing association homes will be advertised on the
Sussex Homemove website every two weeks and those who
are on the Mid Sussex Common Housing Register can bid for
up to three properties at any one time.

A full search costs
£100 and is certified
and insured by
Mid Sussex
District Council.
We aim to return y
search to your desktop within three
working days, or within a maximum of five working days
helping to make the process of moving home faster,
smoother and trouble free.
If you have any queries please contact the Local Land
Charges section by emailing
landcharges@midsussex.gov.uk or call 01444 477444.

Bids, or expressions
of interest, can be
made online, by
phone, text or paper
coupon. For each
property advertised,
ids will be sorted first
by band, then by local connection with Mid Sussex and lastly
by the time applicants have been waiting. The successful
bidder will be offered the property they have chosen.
Finding out more...
The Sussex Homemove scheme will be explained at three
events between 10am and 3pm at the following locations:
•

Friday 16 April
Mid Sussex District Council Offices, Haywards Heath.

•

Monday 19 April
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill.

•

Tuesday 20 April
Glen Vue Centre, Warelands House,
Railway Approach, East Grinstead.

Housing officers will be at the events to help with registration,
and to assist registered users with on-line bidding for
properties. Please remember to bring along your membership
number to bid.
Further information and a link to the Sussex Homemove
website is available at www.midsussex.gov.uk/homemove or
contact the Common Housing Register Team at Affinity
Sutton on 0845 6887717.
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Green Matters
MSDC signs up to 10:10 campaign
Mid Sussex District
Council is one of 100 loca
authorities to sign up to
the 10:10 campaign, and
has made a commitmen
to reducing emissions b
10% in 2010.
Individuals can also tak
the pledge, over 50,000
individuals and 1,700 businesses have signed up already –
why not join the campaign? www.1010uk.org.

Have you made
a difference?
In our last edition we challenged you to waste less energy
and to send less to landfill. The residents who took up the
challenge were entered into a prize draw, and the
winners are:
Mr Michael Fielding, from
Scaynes Hill, who won a solar
powered charger to help him
to reduce his energy bills
even further.
Mr R Hayward, from
Haywards Heath, who won a
Green Johanna – (a food
waste digester and
composter for green waste).

Climate Change
Action Group
As part of the commitment to tackle Climate
Change, the local authorities of West Sussex are
working together to meet challenging climate
change targets. The West Sussex Climate Change
Action Group, led by John Jory, Chief Executive of
Mid Sussex District Council, plans to adopt a
co-ordinated approach to challenge carbon dioxide
emissions and climate change.
If you have any ideas or suggestions for tackling
climate change or would like to get involved locally
please email sustainability@midsussex.gov.uk or
visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/green

You can find the Action
Group newsletter at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/green

Top tips to reduce your
waste going to landfill
• Buy larger packets of items for packed lunches
and use a few each day in a reusable bag or tub.

• One persons’ junk is another person’s treasure!

Top tips to reduce your
energy useage
• Insulating your loft is one of the simplest ways to save energy.
• You could save around £115 on energy bills each year by
insulating your wall cavities. If we all filled our wall cavities,
we'd save around £690 million-worth of energy each year.
Still not sure which are your home's weak spots? Why not
complete a home energy check? Call your local Energy Saving
Trust advice centre on 0800 512 012 or visit
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk for free, impartial advice on
saving energy in your home.
To find out more visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/green
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There are several websites (such as FreeCycle
and Freegle) where you can advertise your
unwanted items to other people locally.

• Use a re-fillable flask or re-useable bottle
rather than wasting plastic cups.

• Consider using a food waste digester like our
prize winners’ Green Johanna. It accepts all
cooked and uncooked food waste including
vegetable scraps, meat, fish, bones, dairy
products and organic garden waste.
You can purchase one (with a free kitchen caddy)
at a subsidised price of £19.95 through WSCC –
call 0800 052 0462 and quote code SCBD09
when ordering.

Green Matters

Join in the Spring Clean Campaign
Litter can be anything from a small sweet wrapper to
large bags of rubbish or even an area with many items
of rubbish. Often people do not consider small items
such as gum or even cigarette butts to be litter but
these small pieces of rubbish are some of the most
littered items on our streets.
25% of people admit to dropping litter at some time.
Although Mid Sussex has been
recognised as having the cleanest
streets in Sussex we always want
to improve our public spaces. All
litter is unsightly and makes our
local areas look untidy and uncared
for. It can cause environmental
problems and your Council Tax has
to pay to clean it up!

Come along to one of our Spring Clean Campaign road
shows and see just how much litter our street sweepers
pick up in a day from the centre of our local towns,
courtesy of Serco’s big Perspex box.
Roadshows take place between 10am and 2pm Monday 29 March, East Grinstead, High Street
Tuesday 30 March, Haywards Heath,
Orchards Shopping Centre
Wednesday 31 March, Burgess Hill, Church Walk
We look forward to seeing you there!
For more information about the Spring Clean Campaign
or other initiatives please contact the Refuse and
Recycling Team on 01444 477440 or visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling

Mid Sussex Matters Spring 2010
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Participate Mid Sussex
Participate Mid
Participate – Year One
Sussex enters its
second year

p
p g
g
g
and ran over a seven-week period. In that time the activities, events and
opportunities promoted resulted in over 25,000 people participating over
the course of the summer.

y
parts. Rural villages, towns, fields and
industry; all shapes, sizes and types of
people which makes for an interesting
place to live and work.
‘Participate Mid Sussex’ is a three-year
campaign which aims to get more people
involved in sports, physical activity,
arts, healthy lifestyles, volunteering,
sustainability, training and decision making.

be active...
be creative...
be involved

The campaign showcased both
local talent and visiting events
taking place across the
District from outdoor concerts
such as Katherine Jenkins,
the Burgess Hill Bike Ride, to
the first Mid Sussex Eco Fair.
To celebrate the coming of
the Olympic Games our
leisure centres had an Open
Weekend in July.… and the
Mythical Creature was born !

As part of the ‘Ahea
d of the Game’ pro
gramme with
other local council
s, a mascot mythica
l creature
was formed and ha
tched from our ‘Olym
pic Egg’.

widen the number and type of activities in which residents
t involved – from Healthy Walks, led by our team of Rangers,
r local businesses to join our Workplace Health project.
gramme of outdoor events, both local community festival
concerts and spectaculars throughout the summer. The
ll also feature as part of the London 2012 Open Weekend which
uly. Also expect some surprise outdoor Arts events which are
somewhere in Mid Sussex’.

Get involved
plans for events then let us know. We can add your details
to our database and promote it along with other Participate
events, so helping you reach a wider audience.
The summer programme is being finalised at the moment – so
for more information keep an eye on our website
www.midsussex.gov.uk/participate or email
participate@midsussex.gov.uk
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Participate Mid Sussex
Get active and outdoors
- volunteer at a local nature reserve
Are you looking for a new hobby but don't want to spend any
money? Would you like to make some new friends and get to know
your local community? Do you love the great outdoors? If so,
conservation volunteering could be for you!
There are many Conservation groups, also known as 'Friends of'
groups operating in the parks/woods and Nature Reserves across
Mid Sussex District, helping to keep them safe and beautiful.
If you join a group there is no obligation to help out at every session you can put in as much or as little time as you like. And if you are not
able to carry out much physical work there is always the publicity,
promotion and organisational side of things to get stuck into. Groups
normally meet once a month, although some may meet more often.
All tools are provided and no prior experience is needed. All the
family are welcome!
“The people who come to the Conservation task days would not have
spoken to each other but now that they have met in a friendly
carefree way all with something in common, they now do. We all
learn something new all the time”.

Be creative –
get the Oathall buzz
On Saturday 27 March, Oathall Community
College in Haywards Heath is hosting the
District-wide Rotary Youth Arts Festival.
Young people talented across the artforms will
be sharing their work and giving visitors the
chance to join in the fun.
For more information call Nigel Ryan on
01444 414001 ext. 284

Get involved
- use your vote
Mid Sussex District Council is involved in
projects to promote voting. On page 17 some
of your elected representatives talk about
their first experiences of voting. And on page
6 you can read about the Councillor
Shadowing scheme for young people.

Tanya is Chairperson of Ashplats and Ashurst Wood Conservation
Groups.
There are groups currently operating all across the District, including
Ashurst Wood - John Pears Field
Burgess Hill - Bedelands Farm and the Green Circle
Crawley Down Pond
East Grinstead - Ashplats Woods
Haywards Heath - Ashenground and Bolnore Woods and Blunts
Wood and Paiges Meadows
Lindfield – Eastern Road and Scrase Valley
Beech Hurst Gardens, Haywards Heath – new group recruiting,
please get in touch if you can get involved.

Healthy Walks
The Park Rangers run a free programme of Healthy Walks across the
District throughout the year. The walks are designed to help you
get fit, explore new areas of the beautiful Mid Sussex countryside
and to help you get to know other like-minded people in a safe and
supportive environment. The new summer walks programme is out
in April.
Healthy walks programmes are available on the website at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/healthywalks. To find out more about
Healthy Walks, groups or conservation work in general please
contact the Rangers on 01444 477561 or email
rangers@midsussex.gov.uk
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Weald Forest Ridge
The High Weald is the best surviving medieval
landscape in Northern Europe. Part of this
features the Weald Forest Ridge, which covers
the north of the Mid Sussex area with its rolling
hills, small irregular-shaped fields and patches
of heathland. Together these, and other features,
support a wide variety of wildlife, some of which
are rare.
You can find out about volunteering
opportunities and local workshops by going to
www.highweald.org

Over 1,000 walks
were taken as part
of the free Healthy
Walks programme
in 2009.

Participate Mid Sussex

Supporting local attractions –
it’s competition time!
To help you get out and about we have some great
competitions arranged featuring some of the best events
coming up in the next few months.
To enter just send your name, contact details and event you
would like tickets for, to MSM, Communications Team,

Win tickets for the first
Wakehurst Music Festival

The first Wakehurst
Music Festival
Three outstanding nights of fantastic
open-air concerts
science and conservation programmes.
Thu 17 June Katherine Jenkins
National Symphony Orchestra
conducted by Steve Sidwell
Expect Katherine to raise the skies at
Wakehurst as she effortlessly
embraces pop songs, poignant
classics and rousing arias, all in
equal measure.
Fri 18 June The Magic of Motown
– Direct from the USA
The Chicago Blues Brothers
Music from The Temptations, Diana
Ross and The Supremes, the Four
Tops, Stevie Wonder and others will
get the audience boogying.

Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS
or email msm@midsussex.gov.uk
Closing dates are 22 March for Borde Hill competition and
10 May for Wakehurst events.

17, 18 and 19 June
To celebrate the three outstanding nights of open air
concerts at Wakehurst we have three pairs of tickets
for each night to be won.

Sat 19 June The Bootleg Beatles
The Fabbagirls
The number one Beatles tribute band take
you through the sights and sounds of one of
he most popular bands of all time.
Tickets
Gold Circle tickets
Katherine Jenkins £40, Magic of Motown
and Bootleg Beatles £35.
Picnic tickets
Katherine Jenkins £35
Magic of Motown and Bootleg Beatles £30.
Family ticket (2 adults + 2 children) £95.
Carers of disabled guests and children under six go free.
Children 6-16 years, £20.
Call 0871 230 7131 or go to
www.kew.org/wakehurstmusicfestival for more
information or to book.

Win family tickets for Easter fun at
Borde Hill Garden 29 Mar - 18 April.
We have four family tickets to win for the Eggciting Easter
bunny trail. Try to find all the bunnies hidden in the garden
and receive a chocolate Easter egg as a prize!
Borde Hill Garden (Haywards Heath RH16 1XP) was described
as 'one of the country's truly great gardens' by Country Life
magazine. The Garden boasts outstanding views across 200
acres of listed parkland and woodland, and has a nationally
important collection of shrubs and champion trees.

Out and About
Protecting our natural spaces
During the 1970s Burgess Hill was one of the fastest
growing towns in Europe and with such rapid growth there
is always a danger of over-expansion. In the early 1990s
Mid Sussex District Council started the ‘Green Crescent’
project to safeguard the green space on the outskirts of
Burgess Hill.
The project has been successful in

• creating pathways that link with urban fringe areas,
giving increased access to green space

• increasing wildlife habitats by planting 18,000 trees to
create a new woodland

• supporting local awareness and involvement

The Council works with loca
community groups to
promote the ‘Green Crescent
through campaigns, websites
guided walks and
conservation work parties.
These groups have also
assisted the Council in
producing management plans
and seeking grant funding.
If you are interested in getting
involved with your local nature
reserve, see page 12 for details

Mid Sussex District
Council has been

Bedelands Farm Local
Nature Reserve
Dr Margaret Pilkington from the University of Sussex
explains the importance of one very special site, the
wildflower meadows at Bedelands Farm Nature Reserve,
on the north-eastern edge of the Green Crescent.
“Bedelands Farm Local Nature Reserve is a tribute to the
far-sightedness of Mid Sussex District Council which, in
1990, bought the farmland and established it in 1991 as a
local nature reserve. The site is important because it
encapsulates, from a bygone era, a typical bio-diverse farm
on the clay of the low weald in Sussex. And its crowning
glory is the meadow grassland full of wildflowers,
butterflies and bumblebees – almost the only species-rich
meadows remaining in the low weald of Sussex.

“Such meadows
are nationally
scarce and
continue to decli
Despite being a
Biodiversity Actio
target they remai
most threatened h
Britain. Why shoul

‘Highly Commended’
in the Urban Green Space category
of the Street Design Awards 2009.
The awards recognise local
authorities that are helping to
create an urban renaissance
in Britain’s towns
and cities.

“Meadows were maintained over centuries of stable
agriculture, when a good hay crop was essential for
keeping horses, oxen and other livestock alive over the
winter, but modern farmers are not interested in hay.
So the fate of wildflower meadows is in the hands of
those responsible for conserving our heritage and the
biodiversity of our countryside. If we get angry about
tropical rainforests being cut down, we should also be
concerned about what we are doing with our own
local wildlife.
“The meadow management experiment at Bedelands has
been monitored by the University of Sussex for more than a
decade. I believe that we owe it to future generations, and
indeed the future of our planet, to look after the wildlife on
our doorstep to the best of our ability.”
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Commitment to town
centres remains strong
Mid Sussex District Council has a strong commitment to
developing the town centres of Burgess Hill, East Grinstead
and Haywards Heath.
Following the news that the town centre developers’,
Thornfield Properties, holding company is now in
administration, Mid Sussex District Council has met with the
administrators to review the regeneration schemes.
The Council has also met Hammerson who have been
appointed to assist the Administrator in carrying out the
review. For more information on the review by the
administrators visit www.midsussex.gov.uk
With master plans in place for each of our three main towns,
the Council remains committed to revitalising each of the
town centres. These plans were developed with a view to
encourage new investment, improve our town centres and
thereby supporting and strengthening the local economy
while delivering substantial community assets.
For more information about individual projects visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/towncentres or email
towncentres@midsussex.gov.uk

Why a development
partner is important
The Better Mid Sussex project is an ambitious
vision which can only be delivered in partnership
with the private sector. The Council alone is
unable to carry out such a major long-term
investment, and therefore a more strategic view is
necessary to move the project forward.
Across the country, local authories enter into
carefully constructed agreements with private
sector partners to create schemes benefitting
their local communities. The private sector
partner is better placed to raise the necessary
finance and brings their extensive experience in
making such schemes happen.
In the case of Thornfield Properties, entering into
a partnership with Mid Sussex District Council
meant that they assumed the significant risks
involved in the project. This meant that if, at any
time, the relationship changed, there would be no
risks left with the Council. The only costs to the
Council would be that of the officers time spent on
the project, as with any work undertaken.
With the holding company of Thornfield
Properties now in administration, discussions
have begun with administrators and their
representatives about the next steps. In any case,
the Council remains dedicated to the
improvement of the town centres and is
encouraged by indications that other private
sector partners may be ready to step forward to
help realise this vision.

Burgess Hill

East Grinstead
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Haywards Heath

Your Council
Do you remember the first time? Let’s talk voting.
We asked some Councillors about their memories of their first time of voting.
Cllr Margaret Baker, Haywards Heath - Heath
My first recollection of voting was as a newly married person, sometime in the late sixties, at the
time I was living in Fieldway, Lindfield. Our designated Polling Station was " The United Reform
Church" hall in the High Street. Why did I vote at that time? When growing up my parents
always told us it was our duty to vote as this would give us a voice. We were encouraged to
think about what was happening in the world and keep the country as a democracy. So as a
young wife beginning to think about a family it was important to me to have who I felt were
the right people running the country.

Cllr Stephen Barnett, Ashurst Wood
I still vividly recall my first vote, for whom and why, although it was not my first opportunity to vote.
My family always voted, usually Labour, though my own instincts then, as now, were Liberal. In 1978 I
was away at University when the local elections were held at home in Stoke, so was unable to vote.
Come the 1979 General Election things were different. On a tourist visit to the Commons as a
youngster I met the then Labour MP, and respected him, so I had a real choice of two to choose
between - my political choice or a personal, tactical vote for someone I respected. A difficult but
real choice to make, for positive reasons, so I went to the polling station and put my cross on a
ballot for the first time. I’ve never, since, missed an opportunity to vote.

Cllr Paddy Henry, Haywards Heath - Bentswood
The first time I voted was in the General Election of 1964, that was in the days of Cuckfield Urban
Council. At that time you had to be 21 years before you could vote, this for me was compounded by
the fact that I was Irish, but because I was born before 1949 I was eligible to vote in England.
At the time of the election I was doing my General Nurse training at Southlands and Worthing
Hospital. The importance of voting was hammered into me by a number of old Charge
Nurses who had come to Haywards Heath during the recession of the 1930s from Wales, the
North East, Midlands and Scotland. They and their families had known great hardship.
They always said “you have a vote, use it or don’t complain about Governments. The right to
vote was hard fought for.”

Cllr Anne Jones, Burgess Hill - Leylands
When I was invited to the House of Commons in 1978 I was impressed, I believe all young people
should be taken to see where our country is governed. But as a busy mother of four children,
running two Pre-School groups it wasn’t until 1979 that I first voted - I had no idea voting
was important.
My brother was amazed when I began to get more involved and he said people like us did not
think about politics. Neither did I, but working to change and influence decision makers is
something I could do, was this politics?
I studied politics and women's history in my late forties and I think it is important that every child
should be taught how our government works and how hard women fought to be allowed to vote.
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Health
Healthy Mid Sussex
Partnership
Well Being
The Healthy Mid Sussex Partnership is made up of local
statutory and voluntary organisations with an interest in
the health of local people.

Wellbeing for
the future
The Healthy Mid Sussex Partnership is supporting the
following projects in the coming year.
‘Buddies’ friendship support scheme
Helping to fund the Mid Sussex coordinator’s post which
enables 11-18 year olds with disabilities to access activities
and recreational opportunities more independently.
Fun Fit
Delivering a healthy lifestyle programme to engage with 8-14
year olds who currently have low levels of participation in
physical activity.
Health Information Project
Drawing together all of the existing information on local
health and well being services, activities and opportunities in
one place. The project includes the development of a website
and training local stakeholders to work with people in Mid
Sussex who do not have access to a computer or would prefer
to ask for help.
Healthy Walks
Expanding the existing walks programme currently being
delivered by MSDC Park Rangers by employing a Healthy
Walks Coordinator responsible for developing the
programme, targeting high priority groups and recruiting
walk leader volunteers.
IT Happens
Supporting a peer mentoring project which addresses the
issue of teenage pregnancy and young parents.
Warmer Winters
Providing practical help and raising awareness of affordable
warmth issues focusing on vulnerable groups including young
families, those living in private rented accommodation and
people living in rural areas.
Workplace Health Initiative
Informing local small/medium sized and rural employers
about the benefits of a healthy workplace. This will include
advice on well-being of employees, stress management
workshops and encouraging healthy workplace activities.
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Watch out for the launch of the Mid Sussex Wellbeing web
pages and development of a Mid Sussex Wellbeing Centre.
While at the very earliest stages, the Centre will be a ‘one
stop shop’ where residents can ask general questions about
health and wellbeing and be signposted to local services.
For more information about the Healthy Mid Sussex
Partnership and the Mid Sussex Wellbeing Centre please
contact Elizabeth Carter on 01444 477047 or email
Healthy@midsussex.gov.uk

Mid Sussex
Partnership
Conference
Wednesday 19 May - 10am -2pm
Meridian Hall, East Court, East Grinstead
FREE event open to any group or organisation
interested in wellbeing in Mid Sussex.
Attendance at previous conferences
included Councils, Police and Fire
services, the Mid Sussex Council for
Voluntary Service, Anchor Staying Put,
the Learning Skills Council, Business
Associations, Friends of the Earth,
Working Links and many more…
If you would like to attend please
contact Paul Turner Community
Planning Officer, Mid Sussex District
Council, 01444 477360, e-mail
paulmt@midsussex.gov.uk,
www.midsussex.gov.uk/msp

Please note this event was previously due to take
place on 17 March but has been re-scheduled.

Health
Case study - Helping people with ME (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) in Mid Sussex
Janice Kent from Hurstpierpoint recognised that both
patients with M.E. and their carers need help to manage their
illness and its impacts. With her husband, Bill, she developed
a self-management course. “Since September 2001, we have
run 35 courses in different parts of Sussex and helped over
450 people”, said Janice, “those who have attended say that
not only can they now manage their lives better – they
actually feel better.”

“We applied for funding under the Healthy Mid Sussex
scheme and were delighted when we were awarded £500
which went a good way to meeting the cost of the course in
Mid Sussex. And we are delighted to be helping to create a
healthy Mid Sussex.”
For more information about M.E. or reMEmber, phone
Janice on 01273 831733, e-mail me_cfs@hotmail.com or
visit www.remembercfs.org.uk

What has happened so far
Mid Sussex Well Being has funded the following voluntary organisations in
partnership with Mid Sussex District Council.
Organisation

Purpose of grant

The April Club

Armchair Exercise Sessions for elderly
and infirm people

Carib Aid

Healthy Eating Initiative

East Grinstead and District
Association for Mental Health

Conservation project for mental health
service users

Friends Families and Travellers

Developing information on mental health
services in audio format for the gypsy and
traveller community

Handcross Rosemary Club

Day trip for elderly, disabled and isolated
people in the Handcross area

Kangaroos

Healthy cookery sessions for young
people with learning disabilities

East Grinstead and District
Association for Mental Health

Mid Sussex Older People’s Council Falls Prevention and Healthy Eating Event
Kangaroos

Neighbourly Care

Contribution towards costs

ReMEmber

Contribution towards the cost of running
a self management course for people
with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome

Speak Up

Contribution towards costs

St Andrew’s Trust Burgess Hill
(Friendship Club)

Contribution towards the cost of running
the Friendship Club for elderly and
disabled people

West Sussex Mediation Service

Design, print and distribution of
promotional leaflets

Speak Up
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Council Meetings

Your Council in Action
Meetings of the Council are open to the public
and, unless stated below, are held in the
Council Chamber, Oaklands, Haywards Heath
RH16 1SS.

Meetings of the North Area Planning
Committee take place at The Ark, Turners Hill
RH10 4RA

Meetings of the South Area Planning
Committee take place at the Apex Suite,
Olympos Burgess Hill, RH15 8WA

2010
1
7
8
12
15
21
22
29
12
12
13
19
20

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
May
May
May
May
May

20

Central Area Planning Committee
Better Lives Advisory Group
South Area Planning Committee
Cabinet
North Area Planning Committee
Council
District Planning Committee
Central Area Planning Committee
Annual Council
Annual Council
South Area Planning Committee
Better Services Advisory Group
North Area Planning Committee

7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
4.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
TBC
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
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26
27
2
3
7
8
10
16
17
23
24
29

May
May
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

Better Lives Advisory Group
Central Area Planning Committee
Better Environment Advisory Group
District Planning Committee
Cabinet
Standards Committee
South Area Planning Committee
Council
North Area Planning Committee
Performance and Scrutiny Committee
Central Area Planning Committee
Audit Committee

7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
TBC
4.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm

Meeting dates may be subject to change. Please check details in advance
on the ‘Council and Democracy’ area of www.midsussex.gov.uk or
contact Committee Services on 01444 477003.

Sport

Young people get in on the Action
Young people between 10 and 14 years old are trying out a
new initiative at the Olympos Leisure Centre in Burgess
Hill. Freedom Leisure, running the centres on behalf of Mid
Sussex District Council, has sprung into gear offering
Action Nights for the local community.
The weekly Friday night sessions offer children a chance to
try a range of different sports including swimming,
trampolining, street dance, Wii sports competitions,
basketball, football, netball, kwik cricket, short tennis
and badminton.

The Action Nights are being organised in partnership with
Mid Sussex District Council, Mid Sussex YMCA and the
Sussex County Sports Partnership and will run for
ten weeks.
Craig Coombe, Activities and Facilities Manager at Olympos
Burgess Hill, said: “We’re keen to be able to provide young
people with positive, enjoyable and affordable sessions to
encourage participation and sustained activity. Not forgetting
that it will also be lots of fun!“
For information, please visit www.olymposcentres.com or
contact Olympos Burgess Hill on 01444 876000.

Taking steps to improve your fitness
Freedom Leisure, which runs the Olympos Leisure Centres,
has recently launched a new fitness programme, Freedom for
You, to encourage you to take steps to improve your fitness.
New and existing members can choose from four different
health and fitness plans to help them reach their goals.
The four plans are Explore, Evolve, Energise and Excel and
feature a mixture of gym sessions, group fitness, swimming
and personal training sessions.
Gym Miles
In addition to the personal reward of reaching your fitness goals
you will also receive Gym Miles, a brand new member loyalty
initiative. Every time you exercise you will earn Gym Miles that
can be redeemed online for discounts from many high
street retailers.
Gym miles add up as each exercise plan is completed with each
participant receiving ten gym miles per visit. Participants can
then log on to www.gymmiles.net to access their online
discounts from top high street retailers on over 600,000
products including groceries, clothing, to holidays and
electrical goods.
Each participant receives a 12 weekly review to check progress,
revise goals and discuss and agree the next 12 weeks plan and
of course to celebrate success.

Health and Fitness Plan - What’s included

Explore - Initial induction, support on the gym floor, 6
programme reviews per annum and a 12 week check.
Evolve - Includes induction, your choice of up to 5 follow up
sessions, personalised training programme, and a 12
week check.
Energise - Includes induction, personal programme
combining gym and other activities including weight
management, mums on the run, back clinic, group fitness,
swimming and sports course. Check up every 12 weeks to
see how it’s going.
Excel - Includes a trial personal training session, choice of
individual personal training sessions, courses and group
personal training sessions.
Please note - additional charges may apply for services not
included in the membership fee.
CONTACT:
Olympos Burgess Hill - 01444 876000
Olympos East Grinstead - 01342 328616
Olympos Haywards Heath - 01444 457337
www.olymposcentres.com
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What's on in Mid Sussex
Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead, RH19 3BS
01342 302000
All Our Yesterdays
18 March, 2.30pm and
7.30pm
£13
This show is a breathtaking
musical journey from the
good old days of Music Hall,
through the 40s, 50s, 60s, and
finally into the some of the
beautiful harmonies of the
1970s.
A Night of Queen
19 March, 7.30pm
£14.50, £13.50 concessions
The Bohemians re-enact the
glory days of Queen with a
swagger that has earned
them the reputation as ‘The
World’s Most Exciting Queen
Tribute Act’.
LAU
23 March, 8pm
£15

Martin Simpson
1 April, 7.30pm
£15

Lizzie Peacock – Harpist
27 April, 1.30pm
£4, £3.50 concessions

more successfully combined
the diverse elements of
British and Afro-American
music than Martin Simpson.
Groovy Gazza and The
Amazing Superbus!
6 April, 2.30pm
£8
Join Groovy Gazza's gang and
follow them on their adventure
on the Amazing SuperBus. A
great show for 4 - 10 yr olds
(and Mums and Dads).
The Amazing
Chocolate Factory
9 April, 2.30pm and 7.30pm
£10
Ariel Young Actors bring Roald
Dahl’s classic story up to date.
Beauty and the Beast
16 April
£12, £10 concessions
A stage version of the hit
Disney musical.

Acoustic Sussex present LAU,
a formidable trio of folk
musicians that are
responsible for some of the
finest and most innovative
modern traditional music in
Britain today.
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Chequer Mead Spring
Craft Fair
20 April, 10am
Free
Over forty stalls selling a
wide range of crafts and gifts.

Hooked on Country, Sold
on Sixties
19 April, 7.30pm
£13.50
Seven artists deliver the very
best of the Sixties and Country
music.
The Elvis Legacy
20 April, 8pm
£15
Featuring special guest Larry
Geller, Elvis’s close friend and
hairdresser.
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principal harpist for both the
Royal Holloway Symphony
and Chamber Orchestra.
The New Foxtrot Serenaders
Charity Concert
30 April, 7.45pm
£16
Traditional Jazz, Ragtime,
Charleston and timeless
melodies from the 1920s, 30s
and 40s.
The Very Best of Vera Lynn
5 May, 2.30pm
£9.50
Celebrating the musical career
of Dame Vera Lynn.
The ELO Greatest Hits Tour
6 May, 7.30pm
£15
The ELO Experience bring back
the most popular ELO songs.
The Halcyon String Quartet
7 May, 7.30pm
£12

y
g
present a concert with works
by Schubert, Mendelssohn and
Sibelius.

Swan Lake
12 and 13 May, 7.30pm
£17.50, £15 concessions
Swan Lake is one of the
world’s best-known love
stories, performed by the everpopular Vienna Festival Ballet.
Eliza Gilkyson
17 May, 8pm
£13
Eliza Gilkyson delivers
“intimate, seductive vocals,
killer melodies and lyrics that
hit the heart and refuse to
leave.” BBC Radio.
The Hamsters Play Jimi
Hendrix and ZZ Top
20 May, 8pm
£12.50
Widely regarded as the UK’s
leading interpreters of Jimi
Hendrix and ZZ Top.
The Johnny Cash Story
21 May, 7.30pm
£13, £11 concessions
Roger Dean perfectly
captures the spirit of Johnny
Cash.
In Dreams
27 May, 7.30pm
£15, £13 concessions
A tribute to Roy Orbison, The
Everly Brothers and Buddy
Holly.

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath, RH16 3DN
01444 455440
English Mozart Ensemble
19 March, 7.30pm
£15
One of the UK’s most respected
and dynamic classical
ensembles present a candle-lit
evening.

There’s lots going on, this is just a small selection.
For more events in the area please see www.midsussex.gov.uk/events
Fascinating Aida
26 March, 7.30pm
£17.50
Dillie, Adele and Liza look
forward to entertaining you with
some new songs. Thrill to the
beauty of the harmonies and
marvel at the intricate rhymes.
Stars 2010
27 March, 7.30pm
£12
A spectacular evening of song,
dance and comedy featuring all
of the glitz, glamour and
razzmatazz from some of the
best West End and Broadway
Shows.
The Joy of Politics
28 March, 7.30pm
£14
The Joy of Politics is an
irreverent romp through the
corridors of power and the
cul-de-sacs of Quango.

Martlets Hall
Civic Way, Burgess Hill,
RH15 9NN
01444 242888
The Searchers
25 April, 7.30pm
£17
The Searchers, famed for their
‘Merseybeat’ sound, are one of
the finest British pop bands to
emerge during the 1960s.
Voulez Vous
30 April, 8pm
Glam up for the finest ABBA
tribute to grace the stage.
The Gruffalo
1 May, 1.30pm and 4.30pm
£10

performing all the great songs
they helped create alongside
the rest of the band over three
decades ago.

Other Events
story is brought to life in a
magical musical adaptation.
The Zombies
16 May, 7.30pm
£16/£15 concession
The Zombies touring band
contains original members
Colin Blunstone (lead vocals)
and Rod Argent (keyboards and
vocals).

Bonsai Weekend
29, 30, 31 May, 11am, £6
An amazing display from a top
Bonsai group including Gold
Medal Chelsea exhibits.
High Beeches Gardens,
Handcross, 01444 400589.
Jazz & Soul on Broadway
30 May, 11am
Enjoy the delicious sounds of
cool Jazz and sultry sounds of
smooth Soul from a whole
galaxy of performers.
The Broadway, Haywards
Heath. 01444 255115.
Mid Sussex Eco Fair
5 June
11am-5pm

Rave On
29 May, 7.30pm
£14.50, £13.50 concessions
A tribute to Buddy Holly with
Marc Robinson.
Joe Brown
13 and 14 June, 7.30pm
£22
Joe Brown is one of the
country’s best loved, enduring
and most acclaimed
musicians.

One Two Hullabaloo
24 April, 11.30am and 2pm
£6.50
Comical tales featuring Brer
Rabbit and his animal friends.
Follow the Professor and his
drum in this romp of swayalong, bounce-along musical
storytelling with puppets for 2 –
6 year olds.
How To Hug A Koala
15 May, 1pm
£5
A charming tale
about the magic
of family and,
of course,
the importance
of a nice
warm hug!

X-Simple Minds
Derek Forbes and Brian
McGee plus Dave Sharp from
The Alarm
21 May, 8pm
£15.50

Amberley Heritage Museum
9 April, 8pm. £2
Brinley Thomas, a volunteer
from Amberley Museum gives
an introduction to this industrial
treasure trove.
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill
Burgess Hill Choral Society
spring concert
24 April, 7.30pm £12
The choir and accompanying
orchestra perform Puccini’s
Messa di Gloria. St Andrews
Church, Burgess Hill.
01444 831161.

ollowing the success o last
year’s Eco Fair we are getting
ready to do it all again, this
time in Haywards Heath and
co-inciding with World
Environment Day.
Stallholders are already lining
up, you can book online at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/ecofair
If you would like to get involved
email
ecofair@midsussex.gov.uk
or call 01444 477501

See pages 11-13 for details of
Participate Mid Sussex
including your chance to win
tickets to each of the open air
concerts this summer at
Wakehurst Place, and Borde
Hill Garden’s Easter
Bunny Trail.
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Key Contacts for Council Services:
KENT

Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road,
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

SURREY
EAST GRINSTEAD

CRAWLEY

Reception is open Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm,
Fri 8.45am - 4.15pm

HORSHAM

MID SUSSEX
D.C

Main switchboard 01444 458166
same hours as Reception.
For emergencies outside office
hours call 01444 446495
A full listing of services and contact details is
published yearly in the A-Z Guide delivered
free to every household.

HAYWARDS HEATH

WEST SUSSEX
BURGESS HILL

EAST SUSSEX

LEWES

WORTHING

BRIGHTON

www.midsussex.gov.uk
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk


Cut out and keep

How does your garden grow?
Keeping your garden in order inevitably produces
some ‘green waste’. For an annual subscription
MSDC’s garden waste service will collect garden
waste from your kerbside every fortnight. Green
waste can be in a 240 litre wheeled bin or a pape
sack, and is taken to be composted locally.
What can be put in the garden bin / sacks?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

grass cuttings
hedge trimmings
leaves
twigs and small branches (no thicker than the
width of your wrist)
plant prunings
weeds
small amounts of old or used compost.

If garden waste is sent to landfill its breakdown produces
methane, a potent greenhouse gas that is a significant
contributor to climate change. However, garden waste
that is composted undergoes a natural decomposition
process and is broken down aerobically (with air),
resulting in nutrient rich compost that can be reused.

If you have a smaller garden why not
share a bin with a neighbour!
Together, we’re making a cleaner,
greener Mid Sussex.
To get your green bin please visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling or contact the
Refuse and Recycling Team on 01444 477440

