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Welcome to this winter edition of 
Mid Sussex Matters.
The cover and the centre pages of this edition 
focus on our “Right up your street” campaign. 
This campaign, supported by local newspapers,
aims to encourage residents to use local services,
attractions and businesses by highlighting what 
an excellent range of resources and attractions 
we have in the District. The article also features
some of the other initiatives from the District
Council supporting businesses during what is, 
still, a difficult economic period.

As we approach an impending general election,
officers from the Council have been out in local
colleges talking with young people about voting 
and registering to vote. You can see more about 
this and other initiatives involving young people 
in the District on page 6.

On page 11 there are details of ‘My Mid Sussex’, 
a web-based initiative to give you more targeted 
and useful details about services and contacts.
Also, for easy reference, a new wallchart list of 
Mid Sussex District Councillors has been updated
and is available on the website, alongside full
details of Cabinet members and their roles.
Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/council for all the
information about the organisation of the Council.

Please do take the time to look at the sport and
health items on page 21, to perhaps get some
fresh ideas for your leisure time. The ‘What’s on’
listing is, as usual, packed with great
entertainment opportunities, more of which 
are on the Council’s website.

If you have a moment, do take time to enter our
competition for film tickets at Clair Hall. 
Our winners in the last edition were B Cregan who
won tickets to the ‘Nutcracker’ and S Pocock who
won a family ticket to enjoy ‘Boogie Pete’. 
You could be a winner too!

Win tickets to the cinema at Clair Hall in Hayward Heath!
The cinema at Clair Hall continues to show some of the best
current films on most third Wednesdays and Thursdays each
month. Film nights are a bargain at only £4.50 (£3.50
concession). You can get tickets from the Clair Hall Box Office or
by calling 01444 455440. More information about the film nights
is at www.southerncinemaservices.co.uk

We have six pairs of tickets to give away for any of these 
future film dates – 

16th or 17th of December, 20th or 21st of January, 
17th or 19th of February.

Just send your answer to the following question to MSM,
Communications Team, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex RH16 1SS.

What are the Academy Awards more popularly known as?

Entries must be received by  7th December (or 11th January for
2010 films) and should include your phone number and name.

Comment

Mid Sussex Matters is free to all residents and provides you with
information about our services.  Published by the Communications 
Team, Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex RH16 1SS. 

Designed by Spring Marketing, 0845 3010 888 
www.springmarketing.co.uk

67,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, 
East Grinstead, Haywards Heath and 
Mid Sussex villages.

Editorial 01444 477240  Advertising 0845 3010 888.
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk  

Next issue out on 8 March 2010.

Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation by 
Mid Sussex District Council of the products or services offered or the
organisations involved, nor will the Council incur any liability whatsoever 
for any claim relating to them.

If you need this publication in another 
language or format please call 01444 458166.
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Local News

Mid Sussex has its own Anti-Social
Behaviour Co-ordinator who works in
partnership with agencies such as
Sussex Police and registered social
landlords to tackle anti-social
behaviour across the District.
Anti-social behaviour can mean
different things to different people, 
but can include vandalism, graffiti,
drunken or abusive behaviour, and
harassment or intimidating behaviour.

If you wish to report anti-social
behaviour you can contact the 
Anti-social Behaviour Co-ordinator by
telephone, email or online report form
at www.midsussex.gov.uk - click on
‘Report it’. Once a complaint has been
registered with the Co-ordinator you

may be required to keep a diary
of what happens, and when, to
allow us to gather the
appropriate evidence, should
a case progress to court.

The information supplied can al
be used to build a pattern 
and allow agencies such as the
Police to plan operations to tackle
specific issues.

For more information and advice
surrounding anti-social behaviour,
please contact the Mid Sussex 
Anti-social Behaviour Co-ordinator 
by telephone on 01444 477489 or
via email -
antisocialbehaviour@midsussex.gov.uk

You can also report incidents of 
anti-social behaviour online - go to
www.midsussex.gov.uk and click on
the anti-social behaviour 
‘Report it’ button. 

The Community Safety Team has also
produced a new Anti-social Behaviour
Leaflet with information on what is
and what is not anti-social behaviour,
what can be done to tackle it and who
you can contact for help. The leaflet is
available from MSDC, Town and Parish
Council offices.

During 2010 a major refurbishment

will take place at the East Grinstead

Household Waste Recycling Site 

and Waste Transfer Station in

Imberhorne Lane.  

Closure dates and temporary

alternative arrangements will be

advertised on the West Sussex

County Council website and in the

press.  Any closure will be as brief 

as possible and a weekend waste

disposal service will still operate at

the site during this time. Residents

may also use alternative sites at

Burgess Hill or Crawley.

When the site re-opens it will 

provide residents with a modern

facility with greatly improved 

traffic flow and better separation 

of lorry traffic.

he Life Show, a free lifestyle event
or people aged 50 and over, drew

over 600 enthusiastic Mid Sussex
esidents on 23 September at

Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill.

he show aimed to promote and
advertise services that help people
emain fit and well into later life and to

help them continue enjoying independent
iving for as long as possible.

Entertainment came in the form of a
ashion show, live music and dance. 

As well as this, residents benefited from
ree massages, makeovers, reflexology

and smoothie tasting.

Comments from the day included -
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Combating anti-social
behaviour

Improvements to
East Grinstead
waste site

Living it up at The Life Show

“ “

“

“It was all very informative and staff were well versed in the 
knowledge of their stands.

A good mix of really useful and relevant info for this age group 
and their life style. Great atmosphere - thank you all.

I think the show was very well presented and certainly very informative - well done!

Mid Sussex District Council plans to run another event next year - 
watch out for the date!

“
“



Congratulations to Turners Hill C of E School 
which has been awarded a Times Educational
Supplement Outstanding Sustainable School
Award! They also have an Eco Schools Green Flag
Award and are the first school in West Sussex to
have grid connected wind and solar power. 

Mid Sussex District Council is working with Turners
Hill School to host a Renewables Information
Evening on 25th February 2010 from 7-9pm.

The Information Evening is for groups and
individuals interested in finding out more about
renewable energy and how to access grants and
further information.

If you would like to come along, please let us know
by contacting sustainability@midsussex.gov.uk or
calling 01444 477370.
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Who is your ‘flu buddy’?

Renewable Energy 
in Mid Sussex – 
find out more!

Local News

A ‘flu buddy’ will usually be a friend
or someone you can trust, who you
can keep in touch with and who can
help look after you when you feel
unwell. All individuals should have at
least two ‘flu buddies’, in case one of
them falls ill.  All the flu buddies
should not come from the same
household, as people living together
may infect one another. The ‘flu
buddy’ scheme is part of a national
campaign and supports the work of
NHS West Sussex.

What will a ‘flu buddy’ do?

1. A flu buddy will collect the 
medicine for their friend.

If a person develops symptoms 
which they believe to be swine flu 
they should contact NHS Direct on 
0845 4647, or 0800 1 513 100. 

If anti-virals are prescribed,
a flu buddy should go and
collect the medicine.

2. A ‘flu buddy’ will help
with simple shopping for 
their friend.

The person who is unwell wil  
need to rest and drink lots of
fluid, they’ll need to be
supplied with drinks and
some simple food.

3. A ‘flu buddy’ will keep in 
regular touch with 
their friend.

4. A ‘flu buddy’ will raise the 
alarm if their friend’s 
health deteriorates.



Better Young Lives (BYL) is
the action plan agreed by
the Council concerning
children and young people
aged 0-25 years old who
live in the District. The aim
of BYL is to give an 
overview of how the 
Council wants to work 
with young people 
between now and 2013.

The BYL plan is based
around six key priorities:

articipation – enabling young people to have greater 
involvement in decision-making and local democracy.

• Providing somewhere to go – ensuring that young 
people in Mid Sussex have access to leisure facilities 
and sporting opportunities.

• Being healthy – tackling issues around obesity, diet 
(including eating disorders), depression and stress. 
In addition, the action plan also targets bullying, sexual 
relationships and substance misuse.

• Anti-social behaviour – addressing perceived and actual 
anti-social behaviour, respecting differences in the 
community and improving the image of young people.

• Finding jobs and volunteering opportunities for 
young people. 

• Environmental issues – helping young people to develop
a better understanding of environmental issues such as 
climate change, waste disposal, transport, pollution, 
fuel poverty and energy efficiency.

As part of this new way of working, representatives from 
West Sussex Youth Service, Affinity Sutton, Town and Parish
Councils, Outset Youth Action and many other local support
groups will meet regularly to share their knowledge, time
and resources; working together to improve the lives of
young people living in Mid Sussex.

Working from the priorities set out in the BYL Action Plan,
youth support groups are already starting to develop projects
that will make a real difference to the lives of young people in
Mid Sussex. 

If you would like to get involved or find out more, please
contact Susannah Conway, Young Persons Development
Officer, on 01444 477518 or youth@midsussex.gov.uk

Working for Better 
Young Lives
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Figures suggest that only 34% of the 18-24 years age range 
turn out to vote for elections.  Council officers recently visited
Sackville College and Hurstpierpoint College promoting voting 
to young people as part of Local Democracy Week.

Any organisations working with young people who would like 
us to come along and talk about registering, voting and 
democracy in action, please contact Electoral Services on
01444 477003 or email committeeselections@midsussex.gov.uk.

Voting for the future

Youth Matters
Forums for fun and funding
In Mid Sussex District there are four Local Youth Forums
(LYFs) involving young people from 13 to 19 years of age.
These groups receive requests for funding from young
people in the area and can allocate money granted from
the Youth Opportunities Fund (YOF) and Youth Capital
Fund (YCF), which is managed by the WSCC Youth Service
for young people.

All young people are able to apply for YOF money either to buy
new equipment for their club, go on an outing or trip or simply
to invite an expert to their club for some special activities to be
run. Most recently, the Haywards Heath LYF helped fund a new
disability boat for Ardingly Reservoir to be used by many young
people with disabilities and enabling them to share the activity
with other young people. Other successful applications have
been for dance groups, trips to adventure playgrounds, bike
maintenance projects and girls’ nights.

You can get involved in two ways - 

Apply for YOF/YOC funds –  for funds to support you in
something you want to achieve. You can apply online using the
website at www.youspacewestsussex.co.uk

Join the LYF - looking at projects and deciding on
funding. Through this work you will meet n
people, help your community, and build up
valuable experience for your CV!

For more details contact Susannah Conway a  
Mid Sussex District Council, 01444 477518
susannah.conway@midsussex.gov.uk or call Sal
Blackmore, WSCC Youth Services on 01273 844813.

YOF

deadline

31 Dec 09



Local Global will be the first District-wide event of its kind to
celebrate the rich cultural diversity of Mid Sussex - so make
a date in your diary for Saturday 6th March 2010.  

Local Global promises to be a colourful event with cultural dances
and music, food tasting from around the world, entertainment for
children and information stands.

The event will take place at Wesley Hall, Methodist Church,
Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath from 11am – 3pm.

Representatives from the various multi-cultural groups in 
Mid Sussex have been key in planning the event. From this
small, but vital group, the Mid Sussex Diversity Forum has
now been established.  

Although still at the development stage, amongst the many
aspirations for Mid Sussex Diversity Forum will be for it to hold
information about all the various multi-cultural organisations in
Mid Sussex, publish a newsletter, sign-post new arrivals to
community groups and provide information about the many
festivals and celebrations taking place throughout the year.

Health and Activities

Local Global Mid Sussex

7

Haywards Heath United
Malayees Cultural Association
Onam Festival 2009

If you would like more information about Local Global 
or Mid Sussex Diversity Forum, please contact Lin
Parkinson, Community Development Officer, email
LinP@midsussex.gov.uk or phone 01444 477495.

Mid Sussex Matters Winter 2009
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Green Matters

We’ve all heard about ‘Climate
Change’ and ‘Global Warming’. But
what does that mean and what can
we really do to make a difference?

We depend on the natural greenhouse
gas effect to keep our planet warm.
This effect is caused by greenhouse
gases such as carbon dioxide and
methane, wrapping themselves
around the earth like a blanket. 
These gases allow the sun's rays to

reach the earth surface but impede
the heat they create from escaping
back into space. This means that the
earth has an average temperature of
15°C rather than 18°C. Any increases
in the levels of greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere mean that more heat
is trapped and global temperatures
increase - an effect known as 
'global warming'. 

It is anticipated that the global
average temperature will increase 

by 2 - 3°C this century, resulting in
increased frequency and severity of
weather events such as heat-waves,
storms and flooding, and the potential
melting of large ice-sheets resulting
in the flooding of low-lying areas
throughout the world.

Under the Climate Change Act 2008
the UK is working to reduce CO2

emissions by 80% by 2050. There are
many things we can do to help us
reach this target.

Take the Waste Less Challenge

FACT: If we stopped wastingone third of the food we throwaway in the UK, the CO2 impactwould be equivalent to takingone in five cars off the road. 

Not convinced? 
For more information on Climate Change see – 

-Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - www.ipcc.ch
-The Met Office - www.metoffice.gov.uk/climatechange
-The Department of Energy and Climate Change - www.decc.gov.uk 
-The Energy Saving Trust - www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

FACT: If every

household in Mid

Sussex replaced all

their light bulbs with

Energy Saving

Recommended ones

they could save around

9,000 tonnes of CO2 per

year. That is enough to

fill 51,400 double-

decker buses.

Join the Waste Less Energy
Challenge and see how much
you can reduce your electricity
demands. Remember, not only
will this reduce your CO2

emissions and your impact on
the planet, but it could save
you money too. 

This challenge entails recording
how much energy you use / how
often you use appliances and 

offers suggestions for 
reducing your energy use. 

To help, we are offering free
Current Cost meters to the 
first 20 people to sign up to 
the challenge!

If you enter this challenge and
return your summary sheet you
will be entered into a free draw
to win a solar powered charger.

Celia challenges you to
Waste Less Energy 

Celia Austin, Sustainability Officer 

issues an energy challenge. 

Celia.austin@midsussex.gov.uk  01444 477370



Landfill sites produce a massive amoun
of the greenhouse gas methane. By
reducing the amount of waste sent to
landfill you will be helping to reduce the
release of methane. 

This challenge entails recording what you
throw away for a week and then following
some tips to see how much you can reduce
how much you throw away the next week.
To help, we are offering a pack of things to
help with waste reduction to the first 20
people to sign up for the challenge!

If you enter this challenge and return your
summary sheet you will be entered into a 
free draw to win a Green Johanna food 
waste digester.
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Green Matters

Joy challenges you to
Waste Less to Landfill

challenge 
yourself
challenge 
your parents
challenge 
your friends
to make the
difference!
For more details on how to waste 
less and how to sign up for one of 
the challenges, visit our website
www.midsussex.gov.uk/challenge 
or call 01444 477440.

Joy Dyson, Waste Prevention 

and Education Officer issues a 

waste challenge.

Joy.dyson@midsussex.gov.uk  

01444 477406
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Your Council in action
Meetings of the Council are open to the public and are held in the Council Chamber, Oaklands, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1SS.

However, meetings of the North Area Planning Committee take place at The Ark, Turners Hill 
RH10 4RA, and meetings of the South Area Planning Committee take place at the Apex Suite, 
Olympos Burgess Hill RH15 8WA.

More information on meeting dates can be found on the ‘Council and Democracy’ 
area of www.midsussex.gov.uk or by contacting Committee Services on 01444 4770033.

18 Nov Council 
7.00pm

19 Nov Better Lives Advisory Group 7.00pm

24 Nov Audit Committee 
7.00pm

26 Nov Central Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

2 Dec Licensing Committee 7.00pm

3 Dec South Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

7 Dec Cabinet 
4.00pm

8 Dec Standards Committee 7.00pm

10 Dec North Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

16 Dec Council 
7.00pm

17 Dec District Planning Committee 7.00pm

2010
6 Jan Performance and Scrutiny Committee 7.00pm

7 Jan Central Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

11 Jan Cabinet 
4.00pm

13 Jan Better Environment Advisory Group 7.00pm

14 Jan South Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

20 Jan Council 
7.00pm

21 Jan North Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

27 Jan Better Services Advisory Group 7.00pm

28 Jan District Planning Committee 7.00pm

3 Feb Better Lives Advisory Group 7.00pm

4 Feb Central Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

8 Feb Cabinet 
4.00pm

9 Feb Standards Committee 7.00pm

10 Feb Performance and Scrutiny Committee 7.00pm

11 Feb South Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

18 Feb North Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

24 Feb Council 
7.00pm

25 Feb District Planning Committee 7.00pm

4 Mar Central Area Planning Committee 7.00pm

Working for you



Working for you

Mid Sussex residents can now find out
all they need to know about their local
area by logging on to the ‘My Mid
Sussex’ page of the Mid Sussex
District Council website.

‘My Mid Sussex’ allows residents to
simply type in their postcode and
access a range of useful information
that is specific to their local area. 

The handy ‘My Mid Sussex’ page is the
quickest way of...

- checking the dates of your refuse 
and recycling collection

- finding out the details of your 
local Councillor

- reporting a missed bin collection or 
an instance of fly-tipping.

Users can also look up their nearest
leisure facilities such as parks, health

clubs, entertainment venues and find
out the best places to visit in their 
local area.

Council Tax information is also
available and residents can check how
much their Council Tax is and find out if
they are eligible for a discount. 

There is information on local planning
applications, including a planning
finder, a free service that sends users
an email notification of any planning
application submitted within the 
local area.

Residents are also able to catch up
with local news and even re-read 
‘Mid Sussex Matters’ online! 

‘My Mid Sussex’ webpage goes live!
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Have your say on the
District’s future!
Residents are being invited to
help shape planning in the
District by sharing their
views.This is your opportunity to
have a say on how the Council
consults the community on
planning issues, and how you
would like to be involved. 

Watch out for the Revised
Statement of Community
Involvement which will be
launched in March and will be
available for inspection at the
Libraries, Help Points, and
Council Offices, as well as being
available for downloading from
the Council’s website.

Views expressed during the
consultation will be taken into
account before the document is
approved at a full meeting of the
District Council.
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Mid Sussex District webpages have approximately
85,000 visitors each month. Assisting local
businesses to raise their profile through the web
gives a well-needed boost.  Advertising on the
website is discounted for local traders, email
info@logo-net.co.uk for more information.

The new Business Directory has been added to 
the pages. Companies can add their details while
residents can also use the directory to search for 
a local business. 
Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/business
to find out more or add your business.

Promoting local business
on the internet

• The Council has waived pre-planning advice charges for small 
businesses. This allows those thinking of altering or changing 
premises to get early advice at no charge.

• Food Hygiene Training sessions are available if you have, or are 
thinking of starting, a catering business. For more info phone
01444 477433 or email foodsafety@midsussex.gov.uk.

• Business advice clinics have been arranged in conjunction with 
Business Link Sussex providing one-to-one meetings with an 
experienced business advisor. Sessions are held each month at 
Mid Sussex District Council offices in Haywards Heath. 
Phone 0845 600 9 006 or email info@businesslinksussex.co.uk 
to book.

• Rate relief may be available for small businesses through the 
government’s national business rate discount scheme. Funding for 
the scheme comes from central government and is managed by local 
councils, contact the Council Tax and Business Rates Team on 
01444 477565 for more information.

By creating new displays in the windows of
vacant shops we are making them attractive
places to visit. 

Working with property owners and Town
Councils, MSDC will be creating the displays
include photos of the many attractive parts of
Mid Sussex, encouraging residents to make
best use of the shopping and recreational
opportunities. We also plan to use them for
displaying information on events, arts and
culture as well as council services.  

Providing practical help for local businesses

The impact of the recession is being felt across our communities – 
shops, services and businesses, as well as individuals. 
As many people begin to rethink their spending and habits, now is a good time
to take a fresh look at what you can do, buy and see locally. The new ‘Right up
your street’ campaign will help achieve this, with plans for shoppers,
businesses and traders - supporting our towns and villages across the District.

We are continually working with
local businesses. The Southern 
Co-operative on South Road,
Haywards Heath will refund the
cost of the first hour’s car parking
to any customer spending £10 or
more in the store.  

The Co-operative is also offering the
customers £2 off any bill over £10 on
their next visit, on production of a
voucher that is printed on their car
parking ticket. This offer is valid for
anyone parking in all short stay car parks in Haywards Heath. We are
also aiming to extend this offer to other centres and stores in the District.

If you are a business wanting to set up a similar scheme, 
please contact the Parking Services Team on 01444 477212 or
parkinginfo@midsussex.gov.uk

Working with local retailers to
reduce the cost of car parking

Improving the appearance
of our town centres

Supporting the local economy
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Getting started - Central Sussex College has campuses
across Mid Sussex and offers flexible training across a
multitude of industries, from short one or two-day courses,
through to professional qualifications and apprenticeships,
which can help you progress or change your career path.

Don’t be afraid to ask your employer about training - there are
schemes in place to enable employers to meet the cost
involved with staff development during the recession.

If you have recently been made redundant, find out about the
two-week Reach Programme, specifically designed to help
get you back onto a successful career path.  

For more details visit www.centralsussex.ac.uk, 
call 0845 155 0043 or pick up a prospectus. 

Christmas time fun in Haywards Heath starts with a Christmas Fun
Day on Saturday 28 November. At around, 3.30pm Father Christmas
arrives at Fun Pots in Sussex Road, and at 4.30pm with his reindeer
and sleigh, and led by a marching band, he will set off towards the
Orchards to help switch the Christmas lights on for the town. 

The Haywards Heath District Business Association has pledged over
£2,000 to help provide 70 illuminated Christmas trees to be placed
all around the town outside retailers’ premises, helping to spread 
the festive cheer. 

The Town Council is putting up a brand new lighting display to
complement the display inside the Orchards.

And Father Christmas will be back at the Orchards every Sunday 
until Christmas, bringing with him a variety of entertainers.

Help with your
training and skills

The makings of a H-H Happy Christmas

Mid Sussex is a great place to live; it is beautiful, historic and
entertaining.  Some recent projects are helping to highlight
attractions that are... right up your street!

Farmers’ Markets

For top quality, fresh, local produce, why not visit one of the
farmers markets in Mid Sussex? There is a farmers' market 
in Mid Sussex almost every week throughout the year where
you can buy wonderful food and drink and a range of other
items direct from the producers.
See www.midsussex.gov.uk/leisure for details of our
farmers’ markets and  www.thefoody.com for info about
regional food suppliers. 

Public Houses

Pubs are integral to the local economy, and this guide
highlights the pubs you can visit across the villages and towns 

of Mid Sussex, as well as giving information on history and
local places to visit. See www.midsussex.gov.uk/pubguide

The Mid Sussex website also contains lots of information about
places to visit and see within the District. 

Highlighting the many
attractions of the District

Right up your street

Burgess Hill Fruit and Veg Market
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During the summer, the Mid
Sussex Crime and Disorder
Reduction Partnership (CDRP)
took the chance to get out and talk
to local people at three ‘Face 
The People’ sessions across 
the District. These events 
were linked to the emergency
services ‘999 days’. 

Over 300 residents took the
opportunity to put questions to
senior members of the partnership
about crime and disorder. It also
gave the Partnership an opportunity

to gauge how safe local people
feel in their communities –
helping to ensure the CDRP 
is setting its priorities in line
with the concerns of local
residents. 

Results of a survey taken at
the time show that 61% of
local residents do not think
crime is a serious problem
in their local area, though
speeding cars and litter
were a concern. 

Mid Sussex is a safe District to live and work in, however,
we cannot be complacent and should remain vigilant. For
example, here are a few hints about keeping your vehicle
and its contents safe:

� Don’t leave items on display when you leave your 
vehicle, even an old coat or shopping bag can 
tempt a thief

� Park safely - when parking away from your home 
always use your garage, if you have one.  Lock both 
your vehicle and your garage. If you don’t have a 
garage, try to park in a well-lit open space

� Use Park Mark accredited car parks when parking 
outside, there are 11 car parks across Mid Sussex 
linked to this scheme 

� Don’t leave Sat. Nav. devices on show and use a cloth 
to remove the markings on the window or dashboard

If you require any further information on the work of the
CDRP, please contact Nicolette Russell, Community 
Safety Officer, on 01444 477550 or email
communitysafety@midsussex.gov.uk

Keep safe

Face the People

Safety



Laying the ground work in
Burgess Hill Town Centre
In October 2009 you may have seen surveyors taking on-site
readings of ground and building levels in the town. This work 
is being undertaken by Aworth Survey Consultants, a locally
based firm of surveyors well-known and established in this
work. The information will go towards preparations for the
planning submission expected towards the end of 2010.

The data collected on ground and building levels will
determine the massing and grouping of buildings. Architects
will then use the survey data to help design the scheme.

The delivery of the Concept Scheme proposals would result 
in up to £100 million worth of investment in Burgess Hill,
paving the way for wider regeneration and future phases 
of development. The Scheme is a mixed-use development
comprising around 160,000sq ft of new retail, increased
public car parking, a new town square and over 200
residential units and replacement community buildings. 
A new library and replacement Martlets Hall would be
delivered as one of the first phases of development, 
ensuring continuity of use throughout.

The process each scheme must follow
Following the master planning work in 2006, and public
consultation which took place at that time, each individual
scheme will follow five key stages.

Stage 1: Concept Scheme - The developer puts 
together initial ideas and a concept scheme to respond 
to a brief issued by the Council.

Stage 2: Development Agreement - A legal agreement 
is made setting out the responsibilities of both parties 
and the way that the scheme will progress.

Stage 3: Planning Application - Comprehensive public 
consultation takes place to help shape the final scheme. 
The developer then submits a planning application.

Stage 4: Site Assembly - The developer negotiates to 
buy the land required. If necessary, the Council may use 
its compulsory purchase powers.

Stage 5: Delivery - The scheme is built, ensuring 
disruption is minimised and all the community 
benefits are delivered.

Updates
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Better Mid Sussex Fund
As featured in the previous edition of Mid Sussex Matters, 
the Better Mid Sussex fund (BMSfund) is accepting
applications for amounts up to £20,000 for projects and
initiatives throughout the District.

If you think that the fund might help you, then find out 
more at www.midsussex.gov.uk/bmsfund or by contacting 
Steve Trice, Community Leisure Officer, on 
01444 477499 or stevent@midsussex.gov.uk

The BMSfund was created as part of the long-term
partnership between the Council and Thornfield
Properties plc. In this way, benefits from the Better 
Mid Sussex project can be spread throughout the District.

East Grinstead Town Centre
Thornfield Properties is currently reviewing the concept 
scheme and undertaking discussions with key landowners. 
We are expecting a submission by the end of the year. Public
consultation will form a crucial part of the preparation of the
Planning Application, which it is anticipated will be submitted
towards the end of 2010, with a tentative aim of being on site 
in 2012.

Haywards Heath Station Quarter
Thornfield Properties is continuing their review of this 
scheme and the Council awaits their response.

Haywards Heath Town Centre
Thornfield Properties has completed their current research
which will help inform the Concept Scheme.

For more information visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/towncentres
Email towncentres@midsussex.gov.uk



Out and About

The Mid Sussex Healthy Walks Programme
is still going strong, with levels of walks to
suit all abilities all through the year.
Recently, we teamed up with NHS West
Sussex and the Practice Managers from
Mid Sussex GP surgeries to spread the 

word about walking for health. 

You can now find information on the Mid Sussex Healthy Walks
Scheme in your local doctor’s surgery, and the Practice
Managers now have first-hand experience of what a Healthy
Walk is like, having joined us one sunny Tuesday for our 30-
minute walk from Sidney West, in Burgess Hill. 

Please visit our website or give us a call to find out about the
Mid Sussex Healthy Walks Scheme. We have five different walk
levels that take place on different days of the week throughout
the whole District and new walks have just been added, so
come and check us out!

Walks for all…

Walking is a great way to get fit, and
getting kids out walking is also a great
way to keep them fit and healthy and
spend some valuable time together.

Here are some ideas for how to keep your children or
grandchildren entertained on a 
family walk:

• Scavenger Hunt – take a bucket or bag and 
collect bits and pieces of interest; conkers or fallen 
leaves etc. Use the ‘treasure’ you have collected 
and create a modern art masterpiece, either back 
at home or on the walk.

• Make the walks into a competition - ‘How many 
squirrels can you spot?’, ‘How many spiders are 
on their webs?’

• Create a colour palette using a piece of card and 
double-sided sticky tape – see how many colours 
you can collect, taking care not pick living 
things though!

• Bring a big ball of wool with you and find a nice 
interesting stick, tie to the stick anything 
remarkable you find on the walk. This is your 
‘journey stick’ and it will remind you where you 
went on your walk. It can also be used to form a 
story and turn your walk into a spy mission or a 
pirate’s adventure!

If they like watching ‘Cbeebies’, ask them about the
‘Spot of the Week’ from the Green Balloon Club. 

Walking withkids
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For more information on ‘walking with kids’ and ‘walks
for all’, contact the Park Rangers on 01444 477561, email
rangers@midsussex.gov.uk or see the healthy walks
listed on the website at www.midsussex.gov.uk/walks

Spreading the word 

about walking for health



Bringing up children is an important ro  
Parents looking for help and advice on any aspect of
bringing up their children can use confidential free
phone line 24/7 on 0808 800 222 or email
parentsupport@parentlineplus.org.uk. 

Parentline Plus also offers websites providing topical,
regularly updated information on all parenting issues
from new baby to teens, plus tips on the recession and
Swine Flu. Visit www.parentlineplus.org.uk 
or www.gotateenager.org.uk

Parentline Plus is a national charity that works for,
and with, parents.

Parenting advice 
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Mid Sussex District Council has been working with its
Housing Association partners to ensure new affordable
housing meets the new sustainability requirements. 

Two new affordable housing schemes in the District, which
both achieve Level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes are
Badgers Way and Queens Court. Both are in East Grinstead
and were developed for Affinity Sutton (previously known as
Downland Housing Association). 

Badgers Way has features including;

• solar panels

• high levels of insulation.

• energy efficient boilers

Queens Court has sustainable features including:

• water saving devices, such as restricted flow taps 
and dual flush toilets

• high levels of sound and thermal insulation 

• low energy lighting

• secure cycle storage

• sustainably sourced timber frame and other 
“green” building materials

• permeable external paving

• communal heating system for central heating and water 
provided by an air source heat pump (which will 
reduce heating bills for residents).

There are four more schemes on site which will achieve Code
Level 3. All new affordable housing will be required to meet
increasing levels of the Code.

Mrs Coomber is 81 years old and moved into her new flat in
Queens Court in the summer.    

Homes and Housing

Green Homes

The Code for Sustainable Homes, introduced in 2008, identifies
issues that impact on the environment and introduces measures
that reduce this impact. Homes have to be rated from Level 1-6,
with Level 6 intended to be carbon neutral. New affordable housing
currently has to meet Code Level 3. 

Issues that are looked at include: 

• energy and Co2 emissions

• internal and external water use

• environmental impact and sourcing of build materials

• surface water run off (to minimise flooding)

• waste - construction and household waste

• pollution

• health and well-being (daylight levels, sound insulation, private 
space and lifetime homes).

Green homes for the future

“I’m so lucky to get this flat,”she said. “It’s lovely and warm- without putting the heating onthe temperature in here is 72degrees, that would neverhave happened in my old flat.nd it’s so quiet, you can’t evenhear the neighbours next door.”Having lived in the area for 40 years, she was alsovery happy to get a new home close by, “ I wanted to stay in the area because I have a lot offriends nearby.”



Call Elizabeth on 01273 845603 to arrange a visit
Royston Nursing Home, 2 Brighton Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 9NH

Elizabeth Herbert and her son, Lance, are pleased to announce
that they have returned to Royston Nursing Home after
acquiring it back since its sale in 2005. This heralds the return
of their own key staff, popular and respected by residents and
families alike. Ann Guy returns as Registered General Nurse,
Carol White in administration, Margaret Gregg as senior carer
and cook and Caroline Sharpe as carer and cook. The familiar
team will be managed once again by Margaret Malumno whose
spent ten years at Royston Nursing Home during the Herbert
family’s ownership until the sale of Royston in 2005. Margaret 
is back in post as Registered Care Manager.

Elizabeth, Lance and their staff, old and new, look forward to
welcoming you back to Royston and showing you their most
recent improvements where you will observe a friendly and
approachable service in a caring environment.  

An open invitation to visit  
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Health and Sport

Take the plunge!
Swimming is an excellent way to get fit and be active, 
and can be enjoyed regardless of your age or ability. 

Did you know?
• 30 minutes of steady paced lane swimming burns over 

200 calories, well over 400 in an hour

• Swimming works your whole body for all over toning

• The pressure and resistance of the water makes your 
body work that little bit harder.  30 minutes of activity
in the water is worth 45 minutes of the same activity on land

Why not swim with a friend? You are more likely to stick with it, and
you’ll be having so much fun you won’t realise you’re working out!

Check out the Olympos website for your nearest pool and public
swimming times www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

Can’t swim? It’s never too late to learn!

Contact your local Olympos leisure centre 

to find out about lessons:

Olympos Burgess Hill: 01444 876000

Olympos East Grinstead: 01342 328616

Olympos Haywards Heath: 01444 457337

Active kids are
happy kids...
they like to be running around and having fun…

Check out the range of sports courses at Olympos leisure
centres - there’s something for everyone! Our instructors are
fully qualified in their chosen field and they have bags of
enthusiasm to boot. We offer courses suitable for children of
all ages and abilities, including:

� Badminton 

� Cheerleading 

� Gymnastics 

� Judo 

� Junior netball 

� Karate 

� Swimming

� Trampolining 

� Arsenal FC ‘Grass Roots’ Soccer School*

� Access All Sports sessions 

(for youngsters with disabilities) at OEG

� SMART sessions (for youngsters with disabilities) 

at OBH & OHH

For full details please contact your local Olympos leisure centre:
Olympos Burgess Hill (OBH) 01444 876000Olympos East Grinstead (OEG) 01342 328616 Olympos Haywards Heath (OHH) 01444 457337
*Contact Sussex School Partnership for details 01444 873898



Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead, RH19 3BS
01342 302000

A Winter concert
2 Dec, 7.45pm
£16, £14 concessions
The Royal Artillery Orchestra
present a winter Concert in
aid of the Soldiers, Sailors
and Airmen’s Families
Association.

Christmas Concert
2 Dec, 7.45pm
£9, £5 concessions

A Christmas concert
performed by talented
students from the Sussex 
Rock School.

InChoir
6 Dec, 7.30pm
£6, £5 concessions
East Grinstead’s funkiest
choir performs a selection of
modern classics, from Scissor
Sisters to Queen.

Voice: Over
7 Dec, 7.30pm
£10
A multimedia performance
that highlights how
interesting it is that the 
more technology we
communicate with, the 
less we speak 
to people.

The Unthanks
11 Dec, 8pm
£13, £11 concessions

The Mercury Prize nominated
English folk band performs
live.

Craft Fair
12 Dec, 10am
Free
Over 40 high quality stalls
selling crafts, ceramics and
jewellery.

Celebrate Christmas with
Choirpower!
16 - 17 Dec, 6.30pm
£2
Join in with your favourite
carols and Christmas songs
around the Chequer Mead
Christmas tree.

Aladdin and his 
Wonderful Lamp
19 – 30 Dec 
£14, £12 concessions 

Follow Aladdin s exciting
adventure through his rags-to-
riches story. See him meet
Genies, ride on a magic carpet
and foil wicked Uncle
Abanazar!

LDN Wrestling
28 Jan, 7pm
£10, £8 concessions
The colourful, charismatic
superstars of the ring are
coming to Chequer Mead for
a night of entertainment
featuring the top stars of
LDN Wrestling.

The Wizard of Oz
5 Feb 7.30pm, 6 Feb 2.30pm
and 7.30pm, 7 Feb 3pm
£11, £9 concessions
Join Dorothy, Toto, the Tin
Man, Scarecrow and
Cowardly Lion down the
Yellow Brick Road to the land
of “Oz”

Alice in Wonderland
18 Feb, 7.30pm, 19 and 20
Feb, 2.30pm and 6.30pm
£12, £10 senior citizens, 
£8 children 
A quirky adaptation that’s
bursting with well-known
songs, weird and colourful
characters, outstanding
choreography and polished
performances.

Roger Hind’s Charity
Jazz Concert
26 Feb, 7.30pm
£16, £14 concessions
More than 20 marvellous
arrangements of Jerome
Kern and Irving Berlin
favourites.

Jive Talking
5 March, 7.30pm
£16.50, £14.50 concessions

 g  
perfection the extensive Gibb
Brother’s repertoire.

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath, RH16 3DN  
01444 455440

The Peach Boy: The Adventures
of Momotaro
14 January, 6.30pm
£8, £6 concession. £22 family
The Oxfordshire Theatre
Company returns with their
family show based on Japanese
folk tales. When a
washerwoman goes down to the
river she finds a giant peach
bobbing towards her! When she
takes it home out pops a baby
boy with superhuman powers.

Dorothy The Dinosaur
20 Feb, 2pm, £7 Family £24

Dorothy, star of the smash hit
Nick Jr. television show ‘The
Wiggles’, has now been brought
to the theatre!

Comedy Club
25 Feb, 8pm
£8 or £9.50 (door)

Dragon Tails and 
Wyrd Worms
6 March
£7, £6 concessions
Take a journey from the timeless
epic of Beowulf and the Death
Dragon through the folkore of
Sussex to discover the truth
behind the myth of dragonlore.
For kids and families.

What's on in Mid Sussex
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Ha Ha Hitler
13 March, 8pm
£16/ £14 concession
The most hilarious wartime
story never told! Following the
hit national tour of ‘Ha Ha
Hamlet!’, The Ha Ha Boys bring
you their spin on ‘The Great
Escape’.

English Mozart Ensemble
19 March, 7.30pm
£15
The great works of the classics
will be performed in a 
candle-lit setting by one of the
country’s most respected
chamber ensembles. 

Comedy Club
25 March, 8pm
£8 or £9.50 (door)

The Joy of Politics
28 March, 7.30pm
£14, £12 concession
If you love ‘Yes Minister’, 
‘The New Statesman’ and ‘The
Now Show’, you'll love this - an
irreverent romp through the
corridors of power and the 
cul-de-sacs of Quango.

Martlets Hall
Civic Way, Burgess Hill, 
RH15 9NN  
01444 242888

Boogie Wonderland
4 Dec, 8pm
£16

I  you re a disco diva and ancy
strutting out in your platforms,
hot pants and afro, Boogie
Wonderland will hit you with
the funkiest disco tunes from
the 70s and 80s.

An Audience with 
Simon Peters
12 Dec, 7.30pm
£15 or £13 on concession
Britain’s most exciting and
evidential Medium.

Richard Digance
20 Feb, 7.30pm
£15.50

The Joni Mitchell Project
12 March, 8pm
£13, £11 concessions

A must see or Joni itchell
fans.  Singer/songwriter Sally
presents Joni Mitchell’s songs
as close to their original form
as is possible. ‘Big Yellow Taxi’
was one of the first songs Sally
sang live and she has lost
count of the times her voice
has been compared to Joni’s. 

Talon – The Best of The Eagles
14 March, 7.30pm
£16, £15 concession

 g   
exciting Eagles music show 
to date.

The Big Chris Barber Band
18 March, 8pm
£17.50
Chris Barber leads his 11-
piece band playing a wide
selection of his favourite music
- from his roots in New Orleans
style to the early music of Duke
Ellington on to the music of
Bob Crosby and others.

Swing ‘n Sinatra ‘n Supper!
19 March, 7pm
£18.50, £16.50 concession
(including supper)
An exciting night with hits from
the Rat Pack, Glen Miller and
Ella Fitzgerald - along with a
tasty fish supper or
ploughman’s supper.

Showaddywaddy
20 March, 7.30pm
£17, £15 concession
Continuing their amazing
success story.

Other Events
Ghost Walk - Hurstpierpoint
11 December, 7pm/9pm. £5
A spooky stroll with
paranormal investigators, Scott
and Rebecca. Meet at the
Village Centre Car Park.

Christmas Concert
12 Dec, 7.30pm. £12
A choir and orchestra perform
‘The Infant King’ - a new work by
Alan Smith. St Andrew’s Church,
Burgess Hill.

Rockin’ on Heaven’s Door
12 Dec, 7.30pm
£20, £15 concessions, 
£10 children

 p y g
portrayals of musical giants
Presley, Orbison, Holly and ‘Jerry
Lee Lewis’. Olympos Burgess
Hill, 01444 255115.

Sussex Chorus Xmas Concert
19 Dec, 7.30pm. £25
Handel’s ‘Messiah part 1’ and
Christmas music. Lancing
College Chapel.

Traditional Sussex songs
8 Jan, 8pm. £2
Mak Norman demonstrates and
talks about our traditional songs
and their singers. Cyprus Hall,
Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill.

Ghost Walk - Lindfield
22 Jan, 7pm/9pm. £5
Meet at Tollgate Car Park.

Ghost Walk – Ditchling
5 Feb, 7pm/9pm. £5
Meet at the Village Hall Car
Park.

Ghost Walk  - Cuckfield
5 March, 7pm/9pm. £5
Meet at the Broad Street 
Car Park.
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There’s lots going on, this is just a small selection. 
For more events in the area please see www.midsussex.gov.uk/events
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Key Contacts for Council Services:

Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex  RH16 1SS

Reception is open Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm, 
Fri 8.45am - 4.15pm

Main switchboard 01444 458166 
same hours as Reception.

For emergencies outside office 
hours call 01444 446495

A full listing of services and contact details is
published yearly in the A-Z Guide delivered 
free to every household.

www.midsussex.gov.uk  
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk
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Due Collection Date New Collection Date

Monday 21 Dec Saturday 19 Dec
Tuesday 22 Dec Monday 21 Dec
Wednesday 23 Dec Tuesday 22 Dec
Thursday 24 Dec Wednesday 23 Dec
Friday 25 Dec Thursday 24 Dec
Monday 28 Dec Tuesday 29 Dec
Tuesday 29 Dec Wednesday 30 Dec
Wednesday 30 Dec Thursday 31 Dec
Thursday 31 Dec Saturday 2 Jan
Friday 1 Jan 2010 Monday 4 Jan
Monday 4 Jan  Tuesday 5 Jan
Tuesday 5 Jan Wednesday 6 Jan
Wednesday 6 Jan Thursday 7 Jan
Thursday 7 Jan Friday 8 Jan
Friday 8  Jan Saturday 9 Jan

Christmas and New Year Waste Collections 2009/2010

Christmas Tree Recycling
You can take your real Christmas
tree to be composted to sites
across Mid Sussex from 4 -18
January 2010. Full details of sites
will be available on the website at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling 

Garden Waste Collections

Due Collection Date New Collection Date

Friday 25 Dec Tuesday 29 Dec
Saturday 26 Dec Wednesday 30 Dec
Monday 28 Dec Thursday 31 Dec
Friday 1 Jan 2010 Saturday 2 Jan 2010

Refuse and Recycling Collections

NOTE. Collections return to normal from Monday 11th January.
Collection calendars are available to download online or you can 
get one by calling 01444 477440 or emailing
wastematters@midsussex.gov.uk www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling

NOTE. All other garden waste dates remain unchanged.
Collections return to normal from Monday 4th January.

You can also check your collection information
using the My Mid Sussex webpage, see inside on
page 11 for details.

Cut out and keep


