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Recycling and composting reaches
47%, we say thank you and give
more advice and tips inside...
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The front cover of this
issue is a thank you to
you, the residents of Mid
Sussex, for your
excellent and continued
efforts to recycle and
reduce the amount of
waste going to landfill.
Currently we are
recycling and composting
47% of the household
waste, making us one of
the best recycling

authorities in the South
East. This means our rate has more than doubled in
the past couple of years - a great achievement!

I also want to thank you for the way you value the public
environment, helping us achieve the accolade of having the
cleanest streets in Sussex.

The District is also being applauded for the high levels of
leisure participation, 24th best in the country – and again
that is down to you. This also reflects well on our facilities,
where a recent change saw the transfer of the
management of the Council’s Olympos Leisure Centres to 
a contractor, freedom leisure. The process has been
complex, but meticulous planning has ensured a smooth
transition, and a solid basis for exciting plans for the
future.  The transfer will produce annual savings of around
£750k which will be invested to make sure, as far as we
can, that our services remain at, or above, current,
excellent levels.

A challenge the District still faces is the Government’s
South East Plan requirement to build 17,100 new homes in
the District by 2026. Members of the Council are fully
aware of residents’ concerns about the magnitude of this
development and its impact on our infrastructure. Whilst
we are still required to work to the Plan, we continue to
challenge the numbers involved and the threat they pose 
to our way of life and environment.

In the centre pages of this issue you will find an update on
Better Mid Sussex and the recent important milestone
progressing the East Grinstead Town Centre plan. I hope
we will soon be moving forward with the other schemes as
I believe they are the future lifeblood of our towns and local
communities, and we must attract new investment if
further decline is to be avoided.

Councillor 
Gordon Marples
Leader, 
Mid Sussex District Council

Win tickets to some of the great events at Martlets
Hall in Burgess Hill!
To celebrate the changeover in the
management of our civic halls we
some have tickets to give away.

You can win tickets to Boogie Pete -
a family ticket for 28 October 11am,
or The Nutcracker Ballet - a pair of
tickets for 3 November 7.30pm.

Send entries to MSM, Communications Team, Oaklands
Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

Entries must be received by 5 October 2009 and should
include your phone number. Remember to state for 
which performance you would like tickets. 

To keep up to date with events across the District log 
on to www.midsussex.gov.uk/events

Comment

Mid Sussex Matters is free to all residents and provides you with
information about our services.  Published by the Communications 
Team, Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex RH16 1SS. 

Designed by Spring Marketing, 0845 3010 888 
www.springmarketing.co.uk

67,000 copies are distributed free to Burgess Hill, 
East Grinstead, Haywards Heath and 
Mid Sussex villages.

Editorial 01444 477240  Advertising 0845 3010 888.
Email: msm@midsussex.gov.uk  

Next issue out on 16 November 2009.

Inclusion of advertisements does not constitute a recommendation by 
Mid Sussex District Council of the products or services offered or the
organisations involved, nor will the Council incur any liability whatsoever 
for any claim relating to them.

If you need this publication in another 
language or format please call 01444 458166.
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Local News

Participate Mid Sussex is a three-
year campaign aiming to get more
people involved in sports, physical
activity, arts, healthy lifestyles,
volunteering and sustainability.

Residents of Mid Sussex were
recently applauded in an Audit
Commission report for having high
levels of activity. Participate Mid
Sussex is showcasing lots of local
events and activities for people to
enjoy during the year.

The campaign kicked off with the
Burgess Hill Bike Ride organised by
the Round  Table and Lions Club in
aid of the St Peter and St James

Hospice. Over 800
cyclists took part raisin
more than £20,000.

At the Olympos Burgess
Hill open weekend in
July, over 500 people
tried out arts and sports
activities. Part of the day was the
hatching of the Olympiad egg, which
was presented on Olympic handover
day and is now the 2012 mascot for
the coming years. 

There are still loads of events
coming up, so get involved 
and participate!

We are also interested in hearing
from you with ideas and events 
for Participate 2010 and 2011.

For more info visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/participate 
or contact
participate@midsussex.gov.uk 
or 01444 477012.

The latest crime figures show a
9.6% reduction of crime in Mid
Sussex in the past year. The
Crime and Disorder Reduction
Partnership (CDRP) has made a
key contribution, and wants to
continue this success.

Now, the CDRP would like to hear
from you at a series of ‘Face the
People’ events. These events give
local residents the chance to tell
the CDRP what you really think
about crime and 
anti-social behaviour in your 
local area.

It is particularly useful to hear
about what matters most to you, to
enable the CDRP to continue
working together reducing crime

and making your local area safer.

The CDRP’s ‘Face the People’
sessions are being held in
partnership with the emergency
services’ 999 days;

8th August, 10.30am – 4pm
The Brow, Burgess Hill. 

5th September, 10.30am – 4pm 
Fire Station, East Grinstead

12th September, 10.30am – 4pm 
Fire Station, Haywards Heath

If you are unable to come in 
person why not visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk and
complete our short online survey
to have your say on how the
Partnership should tackle crime
and disorder in Mid Sussex.
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Participate Mid Sussex!

The charity ‘Contact the Elderly
brightens up the lives of many elderly
people by offering them companionship
and a regular group outing.

Volunteer drivers in the Haywards Heath
areas are urgently needed. Do you have
time to spare one Sunday afternoon each
month to help take a group to a
volunteer host’s home for Sunday tea?

“I look forward to it every single month”,
says Ivy, who is 96, “I get picked up and
taken to some lovely houses where we
meet the nicest people and have a
delicious tea. What could be better 
than that?”

For more info contact Julia Rivas on
freephone 0800 716543 
or 01273 471132 or visit 
www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk

Drivers wanted!Tell us your views on crime

Eco Fair at St John’s Park, Burgess Hill



What is domestic abuse?
People can experience domestic
abuse in a relationship with a
partner, or with a family member or
carer. It can include physical and
sexual violence, threats and
intimidation, and controlling
behaviour including constant
criticism, emotional abuse, control of
movements, control of contact with
friends and family, control of money.

It can happen to anyone. MSDC is

helping to support the organisation
‘Rise’ providing these local 
drop-in sessions: 

Burgess Hill Advice Drop-in - 2nd and
4th Wednesdays,12.30-2.30pm at The
Brow Centre. Tel. 07790 784704

East Grinstead Advice Drop-in - 1st
and 3rd Wednesdays, 9.30-11.30am
at East Grinstead Health Centre, St
Michael’s Road. Tel. 07790 784704 

These groups can offer information,
advice and support regarding

domestic abuse including legal
support, money and benefits, 
safety measures, housing and
children’s safety. 

For telephone support,
appointments and information call
‘Rise’ on 01403 750499

www.riseuk.org.uk 

24hr National Helpline 0808 2000
247 (interpreters available)

Mid Sussex District Council has
finished the 2008/9 financial year
just under budget thanks to careful
financial management.

Despite the economic downturn the
pressure was closely managed to
generate total savings of £2,265,000
during the year. This saving helped 
to offset the reduced income and

resulted in a net under spend of
£54,000.  

This enables the Council to continue
providing excellent, value for money
services. The Council is now judged
3rd best in the country for efficiency
savings, as rated by the Department
for Communities and Local
Government.

Recent statistics published by the
Department of Health show that the
health of people in Mid Sussex is
better than the English average,
however there are some areas such
as tackling obesity, smoking and
alcohol related harm and childhood
fitness where we can still improve.

The Healthy Mid Sussex Partnership,
which is made up of local statutory and
voluntary organisations is looking at
why people living in certain areas of
Mid Sussex do not have the same life
expectancy and suffer from poorer
health as people living in other areas of
the District. These differences, which
are known as health inequalities, may

be linked to lifestyles choices but are
also linked to factors such as the type
of work people do, their income,
housing, education and access 
to services. 

The Partnership has received £50,000
funding from West Sussex Primary
Care Trust to tackle these inequalities
by developing projects which reduce
these inequalities and promote healthy
lifestyles across Mid Sussex.

For more information about the
Healthy Mid Sussex Partnership 
please contact Elizabeth Carter on
01444 477047 or email
elizabethc@midsussex.gov.uk.
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Challenging domestic abuse

Council comes in on budget 

Health Partnership is 
up and running

Local News
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Homes and Housing

HOLD is a housing scheme set up to help people with long-
term disabilities get into the property market by purchasing 
a share of a property on the open market.

The HOLD scheme was piloted throughout West Sussex
between 2006-7, and is run by Southdown Housing Association
(SHA) with funding from the Homes and Communities Agency.

Applicants may purchase a 25 - 75% share. To qualify the
applicant must have a long-term disability and a need to move
to more suitable alternative accommodation where they are
capable of living independently. For example, their household
or physical needs have changed, their existing support
network has moved, a scheme they have been occupying is
closing, or for security reasons. 

The start up fee is between £2,000, if no mortage is needed,
and £4,000 if Support Mortgage Interest is required. These
fees cover arrangement fees, legal costs, removals, broker
and administration costs.

For more info contact Helen Browne at SHA , 01273 898767 
or email h.browne@southdownhousing.org

About HOLD

In the last year Mid Sussex District Council provided a

record number of 158 additional affordable homes

across the District, including in all the three towns 

and Cuckfield, Handcross, Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint

and Pease Pottage.

110 of these homes were for social rent and included

eight, four-bedroom houses and two fully wheelchair

accessible homes.

28 homes were shared ownership and 20 were bought on

the open market with the Government HomeBuy scheme.

Both are low-cost home ownership options designed to

help first-time buyers onto the housing ladder.

For more information on low-cost home ownership 

go to www.homebuy.co.uk or ring 0845 359 6161 

*figures relate to the 08/09 financial year

Case study

Emma and Anthony married
in September 2008. They wer  g at Emma s parents
house but keen to set up home together. Emma learnt
about the ‘HOLD’ home ownership scheme from 
Southdown Housing Association and applied for it.  

Once their application had been assessed and accepted
Emma and Anthony started to look for a suitable property
with support from Emma’s parents. Having made an offer
on one property that fell through, Emma and Anthony
found an ideal flat, needing only minor adaptations and
moved in a few months later. The specialist advisors 
‘My Safe Home’ arranged a mortgage.

Emma and Anthony are delighted to be in their home and
say the best thing about owning their own home is that
they can be together, enjoying each other’s company in
their own space. ‘I would definitely recommend the
scheme to other people’, said Emma.

To find out more about HOLD contact Sarah Inglis,
Enabling Officer, Mid Sussex District Council, 
01444 477589 or email sarahi@midsussex.gov.uk.

Homes 
with HOLD
Home Ownership for 
people with disabilities

Pull out facts
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Party choices include:

• Antics and Playworld (soft play)    • Splashers and Mini Splashers

• Bounce and Bike
• Sports Party

• Fun and Games
• Tramp and Bounce

The Pete Cohen 8-week weight loss
programme at Olympos.

Many people have stuck to a diet for a
few weeks, perhaps even longer, but
few people will have learned how to
permanently change their behaviour.
This programme works and has been
a huge success, with participants
feeling fitter, slimmer and healthier.  

Clive, 56 years old, joined the
programme in January and says 
"My confidence and self-esteem had
reached rock bottom in December
08, but in six months not only have I
ost 6 stone, but I feel fantastic and

on top of the world."

o hear from more successes listen
o the podcast at
ww.olymposcentres.com

Through this specially designed
programme you are coached,
supported and guided every step of
the way – every week for eight
weeks. You will also get free access
to Pete Cohen’s on-line weight
programme, which will support and
reinforce all the changes you will 
be making.

Courses take place at Olympos
Leisure Centres in Burgess Hill, 
East Grinstead and Haywards Heath.
Each course runs for eight weeks for
1½ hours with an Olympos coach and
personal trainer.

Course fees are £100, or £80 if you
are an Olympos member.

For more information or to book a
place on the programme call 
01444 457337.

Warning: this programme will
seriously change your life!

Our parties are about children having fun,
with minimum hassle for Mums and Dads. 
Let us organise your child’s party so you 
can relax, enjoy the fun and not have to
clear up the mess!

“I was impressed at how easy it was to sort
out the party”, said Keith who recently had a
party for his son at Olympos Haywards Heath.  

“They all had a good run around then a
birthday tea which went down well. And best 
of all for me – no clearing up!”

There are parties for all ages and interests 
and a range of catering options to fuel up 
after the fun.

Availability may vary depending on which 
Olympos Centre you want to use.

Contact your local Olympos centre for more
details or visit www.olymposcentres.com

Enjoy an 
Olympos Party!

Health and Activities

“This programme has helped me not only lose

weight but more importantly keep it off. I love

the on-line community and on-going support.”

Annie Garcia.

Pictured: Annie

Garcia who lost

6 stone.

Parties cost from £5.25 per child.
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Warm weather and light evenings
encourage people to eat and
entertain outside. As summer brings
even more opportunities to dine 
al-fresco, there could potentially be a
lot of extra bottles and cans
from Mid Sussex that could
be recycled from barbeques,
not to mention the potential
food waste that could be
thrown away.

Here are a few things to help
you minimise your food waste
and help with the recycling if
you are planning a party.

• The unpredictable British weather means 
many people leave their barbeque planning, 
and shopping, to the last minute – to make 
sure the sun is shining. Hurried menu 
planning, last minute choices and worries 
about there being enough for everyone to eat 
can lead to over catering and increased waste. 
Taking just a few minutes to write a list before 
heading out to the shops can make all the 
difference for reducing waste.

• Buy your fruit and vegetables loose and other 
barbeque goodies with less packaging. 

• Freezer packs of bread rolls mean you can save
and re-use what you don’t need.

• Buy a barbeque you can re-use instead of 
disposable ones. 

• Use your own cutlery and crockery rather than 
throwaway items.

• Put a container for recycling next to the cool 
box to collect empty drinks cans and bottles - 
your guests can do the sorting for you! 

• Keep meat in the fridge and only bring out food 
to be cooked when needed. 

• Avoid putting out large amounts of perishable 
food – bread, salads, and fruit. Use smaller 
serving dishes and top them up.

Green Matters

Thanks to your efforts, the recycling and composting
performance of this District is already among the best in
the country. Help us to keep improving - have a look here at
some great ideas for composting your kitchen waste. Here
are two food waste digesters that are subsidised by West
Sussex County Council – saving on landfill, and saving you
up to £80 a time!

Green Cone
£14.95 including delivery and FREE kitchen caddy - 
saving £55 (RRP £69.95). Takes all cooked and uncooked
food scraps (meat, fish, bones, dairy products, vegetable
peelings etc) and uses natural heat, worms and good bugs to
break it down. Sealed design means no flies, no vermin and
no smells. Requires a sunny spot with good drainage. 

The Green Johanna
£19.95 including delivery and FREE kitchen caddy - 
saving £80 (RRP £98.99). As with the Green Cone and also
takes compostable garden waste.  Requires a shaded spot,
works well on clay soils and produces a rich compost. 

To order, call 0800 052 0462. If you are uncertain which bin
will work best for you, please visit www.greencone.com

Barbeque 
Season
reducing your waste!
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Green Matters

Roast Lamb Fritters by Jill Dupleix
(see her other recipes on the Love
Food Hate Waste website at
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com)

In this recipe lamb can be substituted
with diced cooked chicken, duck or
pork.  For a vegetarian option use red
peppers and grated cheese.

Serves 4

100g plain flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
pinch of cayenne pepper 
2 eggs
150ml milk
300g diced roast lamb
2 tablespoons chopped parsley
salt and pepper 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil

1. To make the batter, sift the flour,
baking powder and cayenne pepper
into a bowl. Add the egg yolks and
lightly mix, then slowly add the milk,
beating with a wooden spoon until
smooth. Beat the egg whites until
peaky, and fold into the batter. 

2. Add the lamb, parsley, and a pinch
of salt and pepper to the batter, 
toss well. 

3. Heat half the oil in a non-stick frying
pan until hot and drop four separate
tablespoonfuls of the batter into the
pan. Turn the heat to low. When holes
appear on top of the batter, turn and
cook the other side for 3-4 minutes
until golden. Keep the fritters warm.
Add remaining oil and make four more
fritters. Yummy with tomato ketchup!

Yummy recipe for your leftovers



There are lots of reports and
studies which the Council finds out
about during its work. Taking this
information and applying it locally
helps tackle issues in our
communities.

Background

In a recent Beer and Pub Association
report, it said that five pubs are
closing everyday. Not only are pubs
local businesses, but they often form
places for people to meet and talk,
and can - like post offices, be
valuable community environments. 

Action

What is the Council doing about
this? We can all play our part
and later this summer we will
be producing an online local pub
guide showing all the rural and
town pubs in the District.
Alongside this the guide will link
to village walks and places of
interest, enabling residents to
stop off for refreshments and a
well-earned break.

Out there and right here
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Working for you

Enjoy your local pubs - this is The Green Man, Horsted Keynes - 
Courtesy of BDI Images/MSDC

Mid Sussex District Council is
seeking your views on our plans to
ensure that residents can keep
warm and well (a plan called our
Affordable Warmth Strategy). 
It outlines what we can do to
improve the energy efficiency of
properties in the District and help
residents in difficulty. 

For more information visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/warmth

Insulate now and save later

The best time to think about getting
insulation is when the sun is still
shining and the days are long. We are
working with the Mark Group to bring
you free insulation to those over 70 
or in receipt of certain benefits and
discounted insulation to all households.

For a free home survey or to find 
out more, call 0800 616 302.

Mid Sussex District Council provides local people with a
wide range of services, from advice and benefits to
transport and streets, through our website. At the
moment the website averages 85,000 visitors each month!

Now, for the first time, businesses are being offered the
opportunity to advertise on our website. Discount
vouchers are available for local businesses.

For more information and to get your voucher 
please email info@logo-net.co.uk

Affordable warmth

One month free advertising on the Mid Sussex website!
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The Mid Sussex Partnership (MSP) has
just produced a Sustainable Community
Strategy (SCS) for the area which you can
see at www.midsussex.gov.uk/msp

The Partnership has recently been
applauded for the approach it has taken in
Mid Sussex. A risk assessment was carried
out to identify the areas where we can
really make a difference. 

This approach was recognised as ‘best
practice’ by the Progress through
Partnership (PtP) Programme, which
supports Local Strategic Partnerships,
such as the MSP, in the South East. 
The risk assessment included interviews
with key partners and a workshop session

at the March 2009 Conference and has
been described as an ‘innovative and
successful process’.  

Now that the SCS has been published
work really starts on improving the
four key areas of the Strategy - 

• Protecting and Enhancing the 
Environment

• Cohesive and Safe Communities

• Economic Vitality

• Healthy Lifestyles.

For more information contact Paul
Turner on 01444 477360 or email
paul.turner@midsussex.gov.uk

If you are worried about paying
your heating bills, call the Home
Heat Helpline on 0800 336699. 
If you are fed up with going
through many options when you
call your energy company they
can help by putting you straight
through to a real person.

If you would like some advice on
reducing your bills you can get free
and impartial advice from the 
Energy Saving Trust on 0800512 012.

If you feel you have been treated
unfairly by your energy company,
Consumer Direct can advise on
08454 04 05 06.

Bills help

The Council’s team preparing to steer through over £300million 
of investment in the District’s towns has been recognised for
excellence, putting them in the country’s top ten.

Away from the frontline of major schemes, challenging targets and
public involvement, the Planning Team has been awarded what is
known as ‘learning partner’ status from the Royal Town Planning
Institute for staff development, training and professional standards.
This is a rare recognition, with only 10 councils across the country
receiving the accolade.

Top planners

Working for you

Nick Rogers, Claire Tester and Ed Sheath from the Planning
Team celebrate RTPI status.

Sustainable Community 
Strategy launched
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East Grinstead Town Centre

The Development Agreement between Thornfield
Properties Plc and Mid Sussex District Council has 
now been signed. This means that a contract has  
been entered into to proceed with the project, as 
outlined in the concept scheme approved by the 
Council which proposed;

• an exciting mixed use development, comprising 
new and replacement shops and restaurants centred 
on Queens Walk and the adjoining public car park;

• residential units above the shops,including 
affordable housing, 

• new public toilets and public spaces;

• increased car and cycle parking.

Thornfield Properties now have up to five months to
review the scheme and will undertake further discussions
with key landowners. Public consultation 
will form a crucial part of the preparation of the planning
application, which it is anticipated will be submitted
towards the end of 2010, with a tentative aim of being on
site in 2012. This would mean that the provisional date for
completion of the scheme is 2016.

The process each scheme must follow
Following the master planning work in 2006 and 
public consultation which took place at that time, 
each individual scheme will follow five key stages.

East Grinstead - artist’s impression of the town centre development

Stage 1: Concept Scheme - The developer puts 
together initial ideas and a concept scheme to respond 
to a brief issued by the Council.

Stage 2: Development Agreement - A legal agreement 
is made setting out the responsibilities of both parties 
and the way that the scheme will progress.

Stage 3: Planning Application - Comprehensive public 
consultation takes place to help shape the final scheme. 
The developer then submits a planning application.

Stage 4: Site Assembly - The developer negotiates to 
buy the land required. If necessary the Council may use 
its compulsory purchase powers.

Stage 5: Delivery - The scheme is built, ensuring 
disruption is minimised and all the community 
benefits are delivered.

Updates
Burgess Hill Town Centre

It is hoped that the Development Agreement will be completed
this year, with public consultation and a planning submission in
2010, the current timetable suggests a start on site in 2012. 
The Council has stated its commitment to continuity of the
community facilities affected which means that the new 
library and replacement Martlets Hall will all be in the first
stages of the development.  

Haywards Heath Town Centre

Thornfield has researched data on retail and compiled
information on site constraints, opportunities and been
speaking to key landowners. This work will help inform the
concept scheme they are currently preparing which will be
presented to the Council towards the end of the year.

Haywards Heath Station Quarter

In November 2008 the Council set out a series of key objectives
and desirable outcomes it wishes to see achieved as part of the
scheme. Thornfield is now reviewing the scheme and their
response to the Council is expected later this year.

For more information visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/towncentres
Email towncentres@midsussex.gov.uk

Mid Sussex Matters Summer 2009
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Building a Better Mid Sussex

Calling all clubs, groups,
societies and charities
The Better Mid Sussex fund (BMS fund)
has been created to support community
projects and initiatives within the
District, and help improve the physical
environment.  If you think that the fund
might help you then read on!

The BMS fund was created as part of
the long-term partnership between the
Council and Thornfield Properties Plc.
In this way, benefits from the Better 
Mid Sussex project can be spread
throughout the District.

Examples of projects to apply for are;

• improvements to community 
buildings

• purchase of a piece of equipment.

In each case, the BMS fund must be the
sole funder and not replace other, more
appropriate, funding. The fund is
administered by the Better Mid Sussex
Board that  will seek to spread the
contributions across the District.

Applications will be considered for
amounts up to £20,000, but smaller
amounts have a greater likelihood of
success. Awards will be made on a
quarterly basis.

How to apply

• You can get more information by 
contacting Steve Trice, Community 
Leisure Officer on 01444 477499 or 
stevent@midsussex.gov.uk

• Or you can download a grant 
application form from 
www.midsussex.gov.uk/bmsf

• The Board will provisionally assess 
your application then ask for fuller 
details if your application is being 
positively considered.

For more information about the
Better Mid Sussex Fund see
www.midsussex.gov.uk/bmsf

The Better Mid Sussex Fund

The Mid Sussex Architecture Awards
took place on a glorious July day at
Wakehurst Place. The awards
promote excellent design and aim to
encourage new developments that
protect and enhance the distinctive
character of Mid Sussex.

The Roche House in Burgess Hill
designed by Cornish Architects. 
The judges felt that this building set a
very high standard to which modern
office design should aspire. They
particularly liked the way in which
public areas and work spaces 
mixed together.

Chalkhill Children and Adolescents
Mental Health Unit at Princess Royal
Hospital, Haywards Heath designed by
Nightingale Associates was given a
commendation citing the welcoming and
homely feel of the building. This partly
reflected the children’s involvement in
some of the design and the incorporation
of art into the scheme. 

Two schemes that were considered
particularly outstanding in their 
approach to sustainability were -

The Hoathly Hill Woodchip 
Boiler House designed by Nicolas 
Pople Architects provides heating and hot
water to a community of 27 houses, a
kindergarten, studios and meeting spaces.
The judges commended its aspirational
approach to sustainability issues - the first
of its kind in Mid Sussex. 

South of England Showground 
Ecological Toilet Block designed by
Ecotecture Ltd was commended for the
creation of a public facility that not only
conserves water usage and energy.

For more pictures and details of the 
Mid Sussex Architecture Awards, see
www.midsussex.gov.uk

Celebrating the Architecture of Mid Sussex

East Grinstead Museum designed by
MG Architects won the award in the
Community Building category. The
judging panel felt the Museum was
well laid out inside, offering flexibility
for the exhibits. Externally, they
judged that the building had a clever
use of colour and glass to create an
iconic looking building.

“I’m thrilled with this award”, 
said Museum Trustee Cllr Dorothy
Hatswell. “It was a challenge – a very
tight site for a modern building in a
traditional area. The trustees and
architect worked very hard to 
achieve this. We are so pleased 
for the museum.”

“This had to be an iconic
contemporary building. Fake, mock
and repro styles do not have a place
in our work”, said Architect Martin
Green from MG Architects. “I was
determined to get it right - right
down to the last screw.  The trustees
were fantastic - a brilliant client and
I’m most satisfied with the result. It
is a real pleasure that the effort of
the team has been recognised.”

Picture features curator Sarah Corn (centre)

with volunteers Sue Wade and Mark Stanbury
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Health and Sport

In their first act since the
changeover of leisure management
- freedom leisure has already
replaced all the cardiovascular (CV)
equipment in the gyms at both
Olympos Burgess Hill and Olympos
East Grinstead.

The brand new, state of the art 'Life
Fitness' machines come complete
with integrated television screens so 

that users can enjoy the very latest in
entertainment technology while they
work out. Olympos member, Judith
Jones, said “The new equipment is
great, I’ll definitely be coming to the
gym more often now I can watch my 

favourite TV programmes whilst I
work out”.

Call now and book a tour of the new
gyms - Burgess Hill 01444 876001
and East Grinstead 01342 328616.

The first 
exciting 
improvement 
by Freedom
Leisure!

Save time,
book online
Whether you are at home or on the go, you can save 
time by booking online.

Online booking is now available at Beech Hurst
Gardens for tennis, bowls and petanque by going to
www.midsussex.gov.uk/parksbookings

You can also book Olympos Leisure Centre activities
and classes up to three weeks in advance, making it
much easier to fit your fitness in around your
lifestyle. 
Book online for the Leisure Centres is as simple as
ABC.

A. Register at reception   

B. Log on and book   

C. Collect a ticket/pay

Speak to a customer service advisor at your local
Olympos Centre for more details about Leisure
Centre online booking.
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Notes.
Special responsibility payments are made to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Cabinet members, Chair and Vice-Chair of Committees and Advisory Groups
and also to the political group leaders. Members are restricted to two Special Responsibility allowances.

The Basic allowance increased in 2008/09 from £4611 to £4724.04 (2.75%). Full information is on the website at www.midsussex.gov.uk/council
You can also contact the Member Support and Elections Leader, David Pollington on 01444 477225 or email davidp@midsussex.gov.uk

Mid Sussex Matters Summer 2009

      p y  g p   p     p     y
costs they incur for IT equipment and telephone lines and use. No additional expenses are paid to Councillors for these matters. The
Council does not pay pension contributions for its Councillors. Full details of 2008/09 Member Allowances are listed below:

Councillor 

Ash-Edwards, JC
Baker, MN
Balls, I
Balsdon, E
Barnett, SJ
Barrett-Miles, AJ
Bates, RS
Belsey, JE
Bennett, EA
Binge, B
Brock, AN
Brunsdon, HA
Callaghan, J
Chapman, CW
Cutler, PA
Dixon, ICH
Dumbovic, KM
Field, G
Fisher, TJ
Gillbard, BA
Glynn, JM
Hall, B
Harrison, S
Hatswell, DA
Hatton, S
Henry, PJ
Henwood, J
Hersey, CAC
Hersey, MA
Jerrey, C
Jones, AF
Joyce-Nelson, JW
Keel, JM
Kemp, S
King, DE
Knight, G
Landriani, JA
Lea, AC
Livesey, EM
MacNaughton, AG
Maidment, C
Marples, GH
Marsh, G
Martin, PR
Matthews, EA
Moore, P
Pearce, I
Reed, PM
Ross, HJ
Seward, SJ
Shevels, DM
Shevels, DR
Snowling, GCE
Temple-Smithson, JA
Thomas-Atkin, MM
Thorpe, J
Wall, GH
Watts, MJ
former councillors 07/08
Total

Elected January 2009

Elected July 2008
Vice Chairman

Deceased

Group Leader (part year)

Elected July 2008

Chairman

Cabinet

Elected July 2008, Group Leader (part year)

Resigned June 2008
Council and Group Leader

Cabinet and Deputy Leader
Resigned May 2008
Resigned May 2008
Cabinet

Cabinet

Basic 
allowance

4,724.04
4,724.04

901.62
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
3,074.00
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
3,238.26
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
2,417.06
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
3,504.93
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
3,504.93
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04

832.54
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04

557.78
557.78

4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04
4,724.04

250,066.86

Special 
responsibility

3,726.17
0.00
0.00
0.00

139.17
4,723.99

281.69
212.78

0.00
0.00

281.69
2,307.96

0.00
3,508.21

281.69
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

4,723.99
0.00

657.48
0.00
0.00

657.48
0.00
0.00

1,574.74
7,086.34

0.00
1,665.96

0.00
3,726.17

10,808.36
490.27

2,877.11
299.85

0.00
2,074.33
4,723.99

159.56
25,665.01

5,627.72
5,406.19

518.32
1,187.76

0.00
1,187.76

0.00
15,726.32

0.00
185.92

10,838.42
593.45

1,187.76
0.00

10,808.36
0.00

135,921.97

Travel and
subsistence

31.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

53.92
0.00

323.94
0.00

1,193.95
352.65
446.12

89.22
364.42
254.16
436.09
471.43

0.00
1,011.11

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

74.10
0.00

56.40
1,227.52
1,313.09

345.22
1,058.20

144.99
0.00

1,131.33
57.19

0.00
374.53

0.00
0.00

551.81
0.00

2,176.75
934.44

0.00
1,036.92

304.78
0.00

800.17
120.66
273.54

0.00
0.00

282.46
216.91
802.41
469.45

0.00
141.94

18,922.82

Total

8,481.21
4,724.04

901.62
4,724.04
4,863.21
9,448.03
5,059.65
3,286.78
5,047.98
4,724.04
6,199.68
7,384.65
3,684.38
8,321.47
5,370.15
4,978.20
5,160.13
5,195.47
2,417.06

10,459.14
4,724.04
5,381.52
4,724.04
4,724.04
5,455.62
4,724.04
3,561.33
7,526.30

13,123.47
5,069.26
7,448.20
4,869.03
8,450.21

16,663.73
5,271.50
6,382.04
5,398.42
4,724.04
6,798.37
9,999.84

992.10
32,565.80
11,286.20
10,130.23

6,279.28
6,216.58
4,724.04
6,711.97
4,844.70

20,723.90
557.78
743.70

15,844.92
5,534.40
6,714.21
5,193.49

15,532.40
4,865.98

404,911.65

Total in 2007/08

5,492.63
4,139.98

4,139.98
6,136.79
8,819.33
4,895.24
5,676.94
4,450.27
4,787.05
5,448.82
4,784.73

8,668.57
5,265.43
4,847.28
5,125.42
4,264.13
4,139.98
9,681.03
4,611.00
5,222.44
5,012.17
4,212.60
4,759.02
4,662.08

11,987.21
12,151.89

4,569.83
5,205.27
6,265.86
4,880.65

14,705.62
9,799.74

4,307.41
4,139.98
8,201.63
9,522.70
5,881.65

32,396.76
10,903.96

9,760.61
7,267.51
4,448.54
4,139.98
4,815.24
4,664.91

17,139.26
4,611.00
6,110.87

15,225.19
4,306.76
4,392.25
4,522.98
8,154.85
4,356.62

15,558.36
393,638.00

Certified by:                                             Peter Stuart, Head of Finance and IT, Mid Sussex District Council

Your Council - Members Allowances
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Mid Sussex playgrounds have
been given a big thumbs up
after their annual quality and
safety inspection. 

The report recognised the
importance which Mid Sussex
District Council puts on giving
young people safe and interesting
spaces for play. Assessor Dave
Potter said, “In addition to the quality
and safety of the sites I found them to be
generally welcoming, pleasant to visit and
well equipped for a range of ages. Signs, seating and bins
were provided, and sites encouraged parents to attend
and stay with their children.”

All of the 120 play areas in the District are listed 
on the website at www.midsussex.gov.uk

Play safe

Sometimes the temptation to have a go on the swings is just too much for
adults. And with more than 120 equipped playgrounds and four skate
parks there are lots of playful opportunities in the District.

But play sites in Mid Sussex are not just for the kids.  Recently three trial
items of outdoor fitness equipment have been installed at Victoria Park and
Balcombe Recreation Ground.

“I support anything that promotes exercise in the area. 
This equipment could motiviate people to get started, or
complement their existing routines”, said Cllr Richard Bates.

The Parks and Open Spaces Team welcome suggestions of
other locations for similar equipment - contact them on 
01444 477439 or email parksopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk.

Out and About

Fit and fun

Mid Sussex Matters Summer 2009

More spaces for play
New play project swinging into action soon are:

• New skate park facilities in  Victoria Park, 

Haywards Heath

• New play facilities in Burners Close, 

Burgess Hill 

• Refurbishment of the existing play equipment 

in Clair Meadow, Haywards Heath.

Newsflash… Beech Hurst Gardens has just been awarded the

prestigious Green Flag Award, denoting a high quality open

space. The Awards are run by Keep Britian Tidy, Green Space

and BTCV. Visit the Gardens and see for yourself!





19Mid Sussex Matters Summer 2009

Cllr Irene Balls was elected to the
Council in January 2009

What attracted you to local
government?

Becoming a Councillor representing
Haywards Heath Bentswood Ward has
placed me in a privileged position where
I have been given a unique opportunity to
make a difference to the quality of
people’s daily lives. By listening to
residents’ concerns, giving support, and
participating in the development of
services, I seek to represent the
community’s views and aspirations.
Another important feature of my job is to
monitor the quality and effectiveness of
Council services and to consider how
they provide best value for money.

How much time do you have to spend
on Council work?

As a new Councillor my workload and
commitments are steadily growing;
rarely are two weeks ever the same.
There is always something new to learn!
That is what makes being a Councillor
so rewarding and challenging.  

What is your favourite attraction, or
part of the District (and why)?

My favourite places in Mid Sussex are
our local nature reserves. My regular
walks with my dogs in both Blunts Wood
and Scrase Valley reserves are a source
of great pleasure to me. These
wonderful, free and open spaces of
fields, streams and woodland are a tonic
for us all to enjoy.

Your Council

A new face at the Council
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Your Council
Meet Councillor Jonathan Ash-
Edwards, Cabinet member for
Finance and Service Delivery

What attracted you to local
government?

I think the overriding attraction to
any councillor is the opportunity to
serve the community; I've lived in
Haywards Heath all my life and it's a
genuine privilege to represent the
area. The work councillors do clearly
varies enormously, but when you are
able to solve a local issue for a
resident or help someone access
services better, it's really brought
home to you that you can actually
make a difference. Younger
councillors in particular can play an
important role in ensuring the voice of
our young citizens is heard.

How much time do you have to
spend on Council work?

I'm currently completing an Open
University degree in business
management and criminology
which allows me flexibility in the
work I do, but I devote a
significant amount of time to
Council work, and other
community work, such as being
a governor of a local 
secondary school.

What is your favourite
attraction or part of the
District?

We are fortunate to live in a
great part of the country with

easy access to the countryside
alongside the many vibrant parts of
our town centres. 

Meet Councillor James
Temple-Smithson, Cabinet
member for Planning

What attracted you to local
government?

I have a strong philosophical
conviction that government
should limit its activity and
involvement in people’s lives to a
minimum; that its role is basically
to facilitate people’s right to make
their own choices about their own
lives. That belief is why I 
am involved in politics.

How much time do you have to
spend on Council work?

A lot! I work full time so I have to
fit in Council work on my
commute, during my lunch hour, 

after work and a fair bit at
weekends!

What is your favourite attraction,
or part of the District (and why)?

I have attachments to lots of
different bits of the District. 
My grandparents met in East
Grinstead during the war, I 
grew up just outside Burgess 
Hill and my first “proper” job 
was in Haywards Heath. But 
West Hoathly and Sharpthorne is
now my favourite part of the
world because it is such a
wonderful, friendly place to live.

Cllr Jonathan Ash-Edwards

Cllr James Temple-Smithson

The Cabinet recently welcomed two new members. They have been appointed to assist the Council
focus on some specific areas of work.

For full details of your Mid Sussex District Councillors please see
www.midsussex.gov.uk/council





Chequer Mead
De La Warr Road
East Grinstead, RH19 3BS
01342 302000

Claire Martin
3 Sept, 8pm
£13, £11 concessions

Five times winner of the Best
British Jazz vocalist awards,
Sussex-based Claire was born
to sing.

Rave On! - A Tribute to Buddy
Holly
4 Sept, 7.30pm
£15, £13.50 concessions

With support cast the Fortt
Brothers as the Everly
Brothers and Barry Steele as
Roy Orbison.

The Nightingale
5 Sept, 3pm and 5pm
£8, £6 concessions, £20 family
The story of a Chinese
Emperor and his journey of
self-understanding through
the agency of a simple
nightingale.

It’s De Lovely!
9 Sept, 2.30pm
£12, £10 concessions
A trip down memory lane
visits some of the best-loved
musical songs performed by
a cast of West End singers
with live music.

The Barber Of Seville
10 - 12 Sept, 7.30pm
£18.50 / £16.50, concessions
available
The Barber of Seville is
modernised in this translated
version with a live orchestra.

Sinead & the Dawnbreakers
15 Sept, 8pm
£12
An evening of rockabilly and
contemporary, pop-inflected
country sounds with 
Sinead Quinn.

Run For Your Wife
17 - 19 Sept, 7.30pm
£13, £11 concession
A cab driver, with two 
wives, is mugged 
and faces two suspicious
police officers and his 
wives. He is forced to 
explain his ‘schedule’.

The Elvis Legacy
24 Sept, 8pm
£14, £12 pensioners and
Chequer Mead Friends,
children under 12 free
From the young GI, 
hrough the movie years,

the1968 Comeback and 
the famous Las Vegas Years.

The Band Of The 
Surrey Yeomanry
25 Sept, 8pm
£10, £8 concessions 
Originally a military band 
but still going strong after 
45 years.

CM Lunchtime Concerts: 
Al Kamandjati Camerata
29 Sept, 1.30-2.15pm 
£4, £3.30 concessions
With the chamber music of
Shostakovich and Schubert.

Whole Lotta Led – a tribute to
Led Zeppelin
2 Oct, 8pm
£12.50, £11 concessions
Given the thumbs-up by no
less a guitar god than Jimmy
Page himself.

A Musical Celebration
8-10 Oct, 7.30pm
£12, £10 concessions
This is a tribute to the West
End’s best-loved musicals.

Mercury - A tribute to Queen
17 Oct, 7.30pm
£16, £14 Concessions

Celebrating the success of
Queen’s memorable tracks.

CM Lunchtime Concerts:
Ashely Hards
20 Oct, 1.30pm
£4, £3.50 children
Local guitar teacher Ashley 
will be playing songs on
acoustic guitar.

The Big Band Show
20 Oct, 7.30pm
£12.50, £11.50 children
Presented by the Tony
Strudwick Orchestra

The Good Old Days
21 Oct, 2.30pm
£14, £12 children 
This show has music, song and
laughter for everyone - the feel
good factor in abundance.

The Nutcracker
21 Oct, 7.30pm
£15, £12 children

One o  the best known ballet
performances of all time.

chaikovsky Gala Evening
2 - 23 Oct, 7.30pm
17.50, £12 children

Presented by the Vienna
estival Ballet.

crooge The Musical
7 - 31 Oct, 7.30pm
14, £12 children, £48 

amily of four
A song and dance version 

f the famous novel by 
Charles Dickens.

Clair Hall
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath  
RH16 3DN
01444 455440

Comedy Club
24 Sept, 8pm
£9
Three hilarious stand up acts
(Ben Norris, Richard Morton
and Jimmy McGhie), bring 
you their sidesplitting antics.

What's on in Mid Sussex
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Pam Ayres
30 September, 7.45pm, 
£17

A night of witty prose and
banter from the ‘Peoples 
Poet’.

Comedy Club
15 Oct, 8pm
£9
Three hilarious stand up acts
(including John Robbins and
Sean Percival), bring you their
sidesplitting antics.

Mid Sussex Sinfonia
17 Oct, 7.30pm
£9, £8 concessions

Blitz!
27 – 31 Oct, 
£12.50, £11 concessions 
Step back in time with
Haywards Heath Operatic
Society’s performance of
Lionel Bart’s musical.

Martlets Hall
Civic Way, Burgess Hill 
RH15 9NN
01444 242888

The Hitman
9 Oct, 8pm
£15 or £13.50 Earlybird
Legends of the 60’s The
Hitmen are back by popular
demand. 

Boogie Pete
28 Oct, 11am and 2.30pm
£6, £22 family ticket

    
award-winning BBC show
Boogie Beebies performs live.

he Nutcracker Ballet
3 Nov, 7.30pm
£17.50, £16.50 concessions
The magical spirit of Christmas
Eve is perfectly captured in
Tchaikovsky’s most famous of
all fairytale ballets.

Other Events
Images of Sussex Exhibition
until end of Aug

This free outdoor exhibition
features large metal
photopanels showing the work
of local photographers
covering a wide range of views
of Sussex. Held in the grounds
of East Court Estate, 
East Grinstead

Making Waves on the
Broadway
30 Aug 11am-10pm
£7, £10 on the day, £12 
after 7pm, free for 11years
and under
A full day of music on
Broadway, Haywards Heath
The Broadway, Haywards
Heath. www.itsmagic.org.uk
01444 255115

Haywards Heath Town Day
5 Sept

rocession o  loats led by a
band from Muster Green Road
o Victoria Park, where there

will be an array of stalls,
fairground rides, miniature
railway and finishing with a
firework display in the evening.
Haywards Heath Town Council,
01444 455694

Cuckfield Village Show
12 Sept, 2 - 4.20pm, £1
children free
Village horticultural and 
craft show featuring the 
Mid Sussex Brass Band,
children's activities, stalls
and much more. Cuckfield
Park, RH17 5AB

Hurst Festival
12 - 28 Sept
An annual celebration of arts
and entertainment, taking
place in and around
Hurstpierpoint. Family Fun Day
on Saturday 12 September
starts off two weeks of music,
dance, drama and comedy.
www.hurstfestival.org

The Good Cook’s
Paraphernalia
29 Sept, 2.30pm
£4, £3 members
Katie Stewart talks about her
collection of ‘kitchenalia’ from
the past and the various uses
of the items. Cuckfield
Museum, 01444 473630

Wildlife Crime - an illustrated
talk by Mick Mackie
2 Oct, 7.30-9.30pm
£1 non-members
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill,
01444 242667

Voices LIVE
18 Oct 7.30pm
A popular Sussex company
made up of young, vibrant
professionals who have graced
oncerts, opera houses and

stadiums around the world. 
he Hub, Central Sussex

College, 01444 255115

Burgess Hill Symphony
Orchestra Concert
21 Oct, 5.30pm
£10, children free
An evening of beautiful,
classical music from the
Burgess Hill Symphony
Orchestra. St Andrew's
Church, Burgess Hill, 
01444 232067

Secret Sussex Resistance
22 Oct, 8pm
£4, £3 members
Speaker Stewart Angell
returns with more information
about the Secret Resistance
during www2. Cuckfield
Museum, 01444 473630 

Borde Hill Halloween Week
24 Oct - 1Nov 10am-5pm 
£7, £4 children
Visit the witch’s house and
pumpkin trail to celebrate
Halloween. Borde Hill, 
01444 450326

Wizard Weekend
31 Oct – 1 Nov
Mysterious things are happening
around the Bluebell railway.
Dare you be there? Bluebell
Railway, Horsted Keynes 
RH17 7BB, 01825 720800

Sing-along-a-Abba
7 Nov, 7.30pm
£17
The Swedish super-group’s
greatest hits performed live
with on screen lyrics so
everyone can join in!
Olympos Burgess Hill, 
01444 876060
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There’s lots going on, this is just a small selection. 
For more events in the area please see www.midsussex.gov.uk/events



MID SUSSEX
D.C

WEST   SUSSEX

EAST   SUSSEX

BURGESS HILL

EAST GRINSTEAD

HAYWARDS HEATH

HORSHAM

CRAWLEY

LEWES

WORTHING
BRIGHTON

KENT
SURREY

Key Contacts for Council Services:

Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex  RH16 1SS

Reception is open Mon-Thurs 8.45am - 5.15pm, 
Fri 8.45am - 4.15pm

Main switchboard 01444 458166 
same hours as Reception.

For emergencies outside office 
hours call 01444 446495

A full listing of services and contact details is
published yearly in the A-Z Guide delivered 
free to every household.

www.midsussex.gov.uk  
Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk
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Cut out and keep on your fridge

Get to know the good guys...
Cover up the boxes at the bottom and do a kitchen table test – which of these items can
be recycled in your blue lid bin, and which can’t.

and much more...
You can also recycle paper and cardboard, glass bottles and jars and all plastic bottles.
For more recycling advice call 01444 477440 or visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling
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new servicecard needs to be 
clean please


