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Welcome to the winter edition of Mid Sussex 
Matters, your free magazine from Mid Sussex 
District Council.

In the next few months it seems the economic 
situation may lead to many local people 
experiencing hardship. We will do all we can to 
help with Housing and Benefits advice as well as 
encouraging and supporting local businesses. If we 
can’t help directly we will try and point you in the 
direction of someone who can.

The Council itself is not immune from budget 
pressures. We have started planning now to 
ensure we can bridge financial gaps and protect 
services. In the recent Resident’s Survey 68 per 
cent indicated you would accept Council Tax rising 
in line with inflation if this enabled services to be 
maintained. We will explore all avenues to keep 
any rise in Council Tax to a minimum.

Making what we believe are the best decisions 
for residents is what the Council is all about. You 
might have read in the press or heard on radio 
that we objected to the draft South East Plan 
which, once it is approved by Central Government, 
the District Council is legally obliged to deliver. 
It proposes the development of at least 18,000 
homes in the area by �0�6. This is equivalent 
to a community roughly twice the size of East 
Grinstead! We continue to make known our 
concerns about this and will keep you informed.

Our major town centre improvement plans for 
Burgess Hill, East Grinstead and Haywards Heath 
are proceeding. On pages 1� and 13 you can see 
how things are coming along.

On a more personal note, keeping safe and active 
are key during the colder months. On page 14 we 
look at the vital issue of vulnerable people keeping 
safe and warm as the weather turns colder. 

To finish on a happy note – congratulations! You 
are officially the best recyclers in the South of 
England. Out of 75 local authorities in the area we 
are top recyclers with more than 44 per cent of 
waste now sent for recycling, composting or re-use. 
And we are not resting there! Turn to page 8 for 
more about our new campaign to cut food waste.

I hope you find this publication of interest 
– there is a great deal going on in the District.

Councillor Gordon Marples
Leader
Mid Sussex District Council

01444 458166

FRONT COVER: Top recyclers the Lewsey family from Burgess Hill
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Interpreting Service
We offer a telephone interpreting service in your language. If you need help 
please call the number below

Portuguese  
Oferecemos um serviço de interpretação por telefone no seu idioma, e se 
precisar de ajuda telefone para o número em baixo. 

Turkish  
Kendi dilinizde telefonda çevirmen hizmeti sunuyoruz, yardima gereksinim 
duyarsaniz lütfen asagidaki telefon numarasini arayiniz. 

Mauritius Creole 
Nou offert ene service par telefon pu tradir dans ou langage, ek, si ou bizin 
aide, ou kapave telefon lors nimero enba.

Tagalog 
Kami ay nagapapaubaya ng isang serbisyo sa pagsasalain (interpreting 
service) sa iyong wika, at kung kakailanganin mo ang tulong tawagan 
lamang ang numero sa ibaba.

Spanish
Ofrecemos un servicio de interpretacion de telefono en su lengua. Si usted 
necessita ayuda, llame el numero abajo por favor.

Urdu
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Under the Chairmanship of John 
Jory, Chief Executive of MSDC, 
the Crime and Disorder Reduction 
Partnership has published its three-
year Community Safety Plan.

As a Home Office initiative, launched 
ten years ago, CDRPs were introduced 
in every local authority area to reduce 
crime and anti-social behaviour.  

Key concerns in the CDRP Safety 
Plan include: 
• Young people. The partnership will 
improve road safety through educa-
tion and specific initiatives. It will 
consult communities on anti-social 
behaviour and enable young people 
to have a voice;   
• Quick response. The Partnership 
will develop multi-agency responses 
to vandalism and alcohol-related 

crime and use mobile technology to 
speed up reporting of environmental 
crime, such as fly-tipping. 
The Partnership will support police 
operations to prevent drug dealing 
and check alcohol sales to prevent 
under-18s buying it.

The CDRP consists of Sussex Police, 
West Sussex County Council, Sussex 
Police Authority, West Sussex Fire and 
Rescue Service, Probation Service, 
West Sussex Primary Care Trust, 
Downland Housing Association, the 
voluntary sector, local residents and 
businesses. 

For more iNFormatioN
Contact Nicolette russell, Community 
Safety officer, on 01444 477550 or visit 
www.midsussex.gov.uk

Crime

Setting out targets 
for community safety

Listening to young people 
in Haywards Heath

trained youth workers and volunteers are 
going out and about in Haywards Heath to 
meet youngsters wherever they happen to 
gather.

the Streetmate scheme targets 11 to 25-
year-olds and offers support, guidance and 
information on issues which affect them.

Workers visiting more than �0 different 
locations have had contact with over 1,000 
young people in the past year.

the scheme’s initial funding from action 
For Children (previously NCH) has run out. 
although funding from Churches together in 
the area continues, and mid Sussex District 
Council also supports the scheme, the 
running costs are not being met.  as a result 
fund-raising continues to try and assure the 
future of the project.

For more iNFormatioN
to find out more or to help with fund-raising email 
streetmate@nch.org.uk or call 01444 440242

the autumn king and summer 
queen giants meet a fiery finale 
at Hickstead Showground to mark  
the end of arts Gigantic 2008

mid Sussex District Council
Christmas opening Hours

the council offices will close at 
1pm on Wednesday 24 December

the offices reopen on monday 
29 December but are closed on 
thursday 1 and on Friday 2 
January 2009
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News

A new survey conducted on behalf of 
Mid Sussex District Council has con-
firmed that most residents are very 
happy with the area and support the 
Council’s priorities.  

Key findings from the survey show:
• 85 per cent were satisfied with 
their local area;
• 64 per cent were satisfied with 
the way the Council runs things;
• 64 per cent felt informed about 
what the Council does.

In the survey, conducted by an 
independent market research com-
pany, 500 local residents were asked 
about their area, satisfaction with the 
Council, perceptions about possible 
financial decisions and their support 

for the Council’s future priorities.  
Agreement with Council priorities 

was high, ranging from 77 per cent for 
“providing strong community leader-
ship” to 92 per cent for “delivering 
efficient and effective services”.  

Fifty two per cent of respondents 
agreed that the Council Tax they pay 
is good value for money and 68 per 
cent were prepared to see an increase 
in their Council Tax in line with infla-
tion to maintain services at roughly 
the same level as they are now.

For more iNFormatioN
to see the survey, go to Past Consultations 
on the mid Sussex District Council website 
at www.midsussex.gov.uk/consultation

SUrVeY

residents give mSDC 
a big thumbs-up

New regulations mean that in future 
householders will not necessarily 
need planning permission from the 
Council for alterations and extensions 
to dwellings.  

The Government has been review-
ing the regulations because it wants 
to give people more freedom to 
extend their homes while continuing 
to protect the interests of neigh-
bours, the community and the envi-
ronment.

The current rules on permitted 
development are complex and gener-
ally based on the volume of other 
developments. These are often dif-
ficult to work out and can still result 
in unneighbourly developments. The 
new regime will be expressed in terms 
of heights, distances and other clear 
measurements and limits.

The new system is designed to take 
into account: overlooking; overshad-

owing; harm to designated areas, 
such as conservation areas or Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty; harm 
to listed buildings; the street scene; 
and harm through the cumulative 
impact of a number of small devel-
opments.

More details of the proposed change 
are available online at the public 
area of www.planningportal.gov.uk. 
There is also a very helpful interactive 
house guide on these pages

Householders are strongly advised 
to seek advice from the Council before 
undertaking alterations or additions 
to their property. Planning permis-
sion and consent under the Building 
Regulations may be required.

For more iNFormatioN
Call mSDC’s Planning Service on 
01��� �77568 (north of the District) or 
01��� �7566 (South)

is planning permission needed?  

Help for the elderly to 
combat loneliness

age Concern, the charity supported by mSDC 
in its work for older people, launched its 
Befriending Scheme in Burgess Hill two years 
ago. it has been taken up enthusiastically by 
isolated elderly residents in need of company 
and support. Now it has now been extended 
to cover the whole of mid Sussex.

the scheme matches volunteer befrienders 
with older people in need of help. the 
volunteers spend time getting to know 
their ‘client’ and providing company and 
friendship in a way that suits their particular 
circumstances. the service is a valuable 
lifeline for the District’s older residents who 
are coping alone.

one example of a successful volunteer 
partnership is Jenny and margaret.

margaret said: “Jenny is such a good 
listener and often takes me out on a nice 
day for a cup of tea. She even helped me 
plant some border flowers after a visit to the 
garden centre. i am mostly housebound so i 
look forward so much to her visits.“

Volunteer Jenny said: “i was very excited 
on my first visit but also rather nervous and 
anxious not to say or do the wrong thing. 
my nerves were soon put behind me when 
margaret put the kettle on. my visits very 
rewarding, we go on short outings in the car 
or we just stay at home to have a chat and 
a laugh, and i hope we will still be enjoying 
our time together for many years to come.”

Would you like to befriend an older 
person? Volunteers can offer daytime, early 
evening or weekend visits and all expenses 
are paid. 

For more iNFormatioN
Call age Concern co-ordinator Christine Bament on 
05600 757 380 (local rate)
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Mid Sussex District Council’s Life 
Show has become a highlight of the 
autumn calendar for the District’s 
older residents. This year’s event 
packed Martlets Hall in Burgess Hill 
in September when more than 600 
over-50s demonstrated how today’s 
older generation likes to party.

Mid Sussex has a higher proportion 
of older residents than the nation-
al average and the District Council 
understands how important it is for 
them to know about all the services, 
advice, activities and social oppor-
tunities that life in Mid Sussex has 
to offer.   

At the annual Life Show MSDC 
showcases the huge range of lifestyle 
possibilities and opportunities that 
are available locally to this important 
section of the community.  

Charities and voluntary groups were 
well represented and had plenty of 
advice for those looking for a new 
challenge in life. Older people have 
the life experience and professional 

skills that voluntary groups are look-
ing for and many attendees were 
keen to get involved.

A number of local organisations 
provided tips on achieving a healthy 
lifestyle and offered a variety of 
check-ups free of charge. Between 
them, Day Lewis Pharmacy and The 
Stroke Association conducted more 
than 100 free diabetes tests and 
checked the blood pressure of more 
than 200 guests. 

Entertainment came in the form of 
jive dancing, flower arranging dis-
plays, a magician and a Tai Chi dem-
onstration. 

There were free massages, make-
overs, reflexology and smoothie tast-
ing and there were musical perfor-
mances by the Octavia Choir, The 
Beamers and fabulous show songs 
from The Highlights. 

For more iNFormatioN
to learn more about voluntary services call  
01444 477304

Come and meet  
the council
meetings of the Council are open to the 
public and, unless otherwise stated, are held 
in the Council Chamber, oaklands, Haywards 
Heath. For further information about 
meeting dates, please contact membership 
Support and Partnership on 01444 477003 
or take a look under Council and Democracy 
at www.midsussex.gov.uk

25 November Better Lives Advisory Group  7pm
27 November Central Area Planning Committee  7pm
2 December Audit Committee  7.30pm
3 December Licensing Committee  7pm
4 December South Area Planning Committee
 (Olympos Burgess Hill) 7pm
9 December Cabinet  7pm
10 December Council  7pm
11 December North Area Planning Committee
 (The Ark, Turners Hill) 7pm
16 December Licensing Sub-Committee 3  2pm
16 December Better Lives Advisory Group  7pm
17 December Better Services Advisory Group  7pm
18 December District Planning Committee  7pm
7 January Performance and Scrutiny Committee 
  7pm
8 January Central Area Planning Committee
  7pm
13 January Better Environment Advisory Group 
  7pm
14 January Cabinet  7pm
15 January South Area Planning Committee
 (Olympos Burgess Hill) 7pm
20 January Standards Committee  7pm
21 January Council  7pm
22 January North Area Planning Committee
 (The Ark, Turners Hill) 7pm
28 January Better Lives Advisory Group  7pm
29 January District Planning Committee  7pm
3 February  Better Services Advisory Group  7pm
4 February Cabinet  7pm
5 February Central Area Planning Committee  7pm
11 February Performance and Scrutiny 
 Committee  7pm
12 February South Area Planning Committee
 (Olympos Burgess Hill) 7pm
17 February Better Lives Advisory Group  7pm
19 February North Area Planning Committee
 (The Ark, Turners Hill) 7pm
24 February Better Environment Advisory Group 
  7pm

CommUNitY SerViCeS

over-�0s live it up 
at the Life Show
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Mid Sussex has one of the great-
est concentrations of woodland in 
the South East, with more than two 
thirds classified as ancient. Ancient 
woodland is an important national 
resource that is irreplaceable as a 
habitat for wildlife and a key compo-
nent of the cultural landscape.

In a recent survey we added some 
areas previously overlooked as they 
were less than 5.6 acres in area.  As 
a result, an additional 607 ancient 
woodlands were added to the register, 
adding nearly 4,000 acres to the total 
of ancient woodland known to exist 
in Mid Sussex.

This extra woodland is now entitled 
to more protection through the plan-
ning process.

Mid Sussex District Council and 
our partners have won a Green Apple 
Award for our work to protect valu-
able habitats. These prestigious 

national awards recognise environ-
mental leadership.

For more iNFormatioN
Visit the Walks section of www.midsussex.
gov.uk/leisure for ideas on where to enjoy 
the outdoors.

a new programme of free environmental 
workshops has been introduced for primary 
school children in mid Sussex. the course 
varies from 15-minute assembly talks to 
projects lasting a morning or afternoon. 

Sessions include:
• Litter and the law;
• Wildlife; 
• i love my dog;
• recycling and refuse.
activities tie in with Key Stages 1 and 2 

of the school programme. they also help 
children become environmental champions 
when they get home.

“the children enjoy listening to me talking 
‘rubbish’ and usually have lots of questions,” 
said Waste reduction & education officer, 
Joy Dyson. “one child was worried about 
drinking out of plastic bottles when i 
explained that plastic is made from oil! i ask 
the children to keep an eye on the adults at 
home and make sure they don’t put anything 
that can be recycled in the landfill bin!”

For more iNFormatioN
Schools can book sessions by calling 01444 4775�1 or 
by emailing enveducation@midsussex.gov.uk

Congratulations! Out of 75 local 
authorities in the area you helped 
Mid Sussex to the top of the league 
of recyclers.

The figures show that more than 
44 per cent of waste in the District 
is now sent for recycling, composting 
or re-use, an increase from about 25 
per cent over the same period last 
year.

This builds on our previous accolade 
for having the cleanest streets in the 
whole of Sussex, as reported in the 
last edition of Mid Sussex Matters.

The recycling success follows the 
introduction of alternate weekly col-
lections for recycling and landfill 
waste, and a kerbside garden waste 

subscription service.
The recent introduction of bio-

degradable sacks for garden waste, 
designed for those with smaller gar-
dens,  means all garden waste is now 
sent for composting rather than to 
landfill.

The next step is to try and reduce the 
amount of food waste sent to landfill. 
This is a priority because the county’s 
landfill sites will be full in the next 
few years and sending food waste to 
landfill produces methane gas, which 
contributes to global warming.

Why not start thinking about your 
food waste over Christmas? See page 
8 for some tips or visit www.midsus-
sex.gov.uk/recycling

‘Green apple’ for woodland

GreeN

District residents are 
top recyclers in South

Greener spaces, 
better places
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Nowhere are community centres 
more important than in the District’s 
rural areas. The Ark at Turners Hill is 
where most of the significant village 
events have taken place for the past 
82 years. 

Turners Hill, the lovely Sussex vil-
lage south west of East Grinstead, 
has got a lot going for it, but one of 
the most sparkling jewels in its crown 
must be The Ark. It is a 24/7 hive of 
activity, serving the residents in thor-
oughly 21st century style.

The Parish Council has introduced 
sophisticated amenities for confer-
ences, concerts, banquets and recep-
tions for up to 230 people, as well 
as offering a friendly and welcoming 
venue for weekly village events. 

Its regular programme includes IT 
training, judo, Tumble Tots, meet-
ings of most of the village clubs 
and groups, and one-off lectures and 
shows. 

The Ark’s double-height main hall, 

in which all the keep fit and sport-
ing programmes are staged, was 
designed with badminton in mind. 
The outstanding facilities mean that 
the village plays host to some major 
tournaments.  

Private parties for the complete 
range of family celebrations – from 
christenings to golden weddings – 
take place at The Ark.

In 1991, when the old timber village 
hall had reached the end of its use-
ful life, Mid Sussex District Council 
donated land and £60,000 towards 
the £500,000 cost of erecting a new 
tile hung, Sussex style hall.  With 
other substantial grants and a vigor-
ous fund-raising programme organ-
ised by residents, the existing centre, 
run by the Parish Council, opened for 
business in January 1993.

For more iNFormatioN
email turnershillpc@btconnect.com or call 
01342 �12226

CommUNitY CeNtre

the ark that mSDC 
helped to launch

ann Bolt, Clerk to turners Hill Parish Council for the past 22 years, is 
responsible for the day-to-day smooth running of the ark. She takes 
great pride in the way that it has grown and developed over the past 15 
years, to provide such a valuable amenity for the whole village.

Council targets low 
environmental impact 
a new appointment on mid Sussex District 
Council’s senior management team reflects 
the Council’s commitment to a greener, 
cleaner environment.

mark Fisher joined mid Sussex 
District Council in September as Head 
of Leisure and Sustainability. mark’s 
senior management role, which combines 
two former posts, now includes the 
management of both indoor and outdoor 
leisure services. it encompasses leisure 
centres, parks, sports fields, car parks, 
recycling and waste management, 
community services and culture.   

there will be a clear focus on 
sustainability, highlighting the importance 
the Council is placing on minimising 
impact on the environment and creating 
a sustainable future for the District’s 
residents. mark has worked in local 
government in London since 1994, first in 
Kensington and Chelsea and more recently 
in Sutton.

“it is an exciting opportunity,” he said.  
“i feel enthusiastic about raising awareness 
of the opportunities there are to achieve 
a much lower impact on environmental 
resources in the District.”

mark, his wife and their two pre-school 
children live in Brighton.

mark Fisher, Head of Leisure and Sustainability
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C
hristmas is a time of indulgence, 
with many of us looking 
forward to festive feasts. But 
before you overload your 
kitchen with mountains of food 
that will not be eaten, take a 

moment to consider the amount of produce that 
is wasted. 

Surveys show that, nationally, one third of 
the food we buy is thrown away. A recent 
waste audit in Mid Sussex echoed these results, 
with discarded food accounting for 29 per cent 
of the rubbish sent to landfill. 

According to our audit, a staggering ten per 
cent of the food waste was unopened and still 
in its packaging. 

Some of these items were still within their 
‘use-by’ date.  If some of this food had been 
frozen for use later, or if meals had been better 
planned, with less being bought, this waste 
could have been avoided.  

Party planners and Christmas cooks should 
aim to be realistic about how much food will 
be needed. It is easy to get caught up in the 
holiday frenzy and buy huge quantities of 
food that will never be eaten. Plan ahead, 
make lists, work out a menu and stick to it. 
Get the portions right. For example, a mug 
of rice, when cooked, will feed four adults 
generously. 

On the Love Food Hate Waste website is an 

The Cuckfield Christmas Tree Festival 
has become a fixture on the village’s 
Christmas calendar, with hundreds of 
visitors enjoying the warm community 
spirit of the event. This year, there will 
be more Christmas trees in Holy Trinity 
Church than ever before, as more shops, 
businesses and local organisations pay 
substantial charitable contributions to 
display their trees.

This year’s chosen charity is St 
Catherine’s Hospice and the trees will be 
on display at the Church, together with 
festive entertainments and refreshments, 
on Saturday 13 December from 12noon 
to 7pm and Sunday 14 December from 
11.30am to 6pm. There is a £3 entrance 
fee (with accompanied under-16s free).

MSDC’s Christmas Tree will be decorated 
by the Waste Management team this year, 

so look out for some unusual themes.
There will be over 30 MSDC Christmas 

tree recycling points across the district.
Take your tree along between 3 and 

16 January and get the new year off to 
a green start. All trees collected will be 
turned into compost. Alternatively, you 
can put your tree into your garden waste.

For more details call 01444 477440 or 
visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/recycling

Main picture: Burgess Hill 
family the Lewseys have 
taken recycling to heart

Cut your Christmas   

easy-to-use Perfect Portion Planner covering a 
wide range of foods. 

West Sussex County Council offers compost 
bins and food digesters at subsidised prices to 
help dispose of unavoidable food waste in an 
environmentally friendly manner.

Cuckfield Christmas Tree Festival… and after

Save money 
and protect 
the planet 
by planning 
your festive 
food shop 
in advance
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A Burgess Hill family of six, including 
two-year-old twin boys, used to be 
major generators of rubbish even 
though they tried to recycle as 
much as they could. This summer 
they responded to a challenge from 
MSDC’s waste management team 
to reduce their landfill waste and 
increase their recycling by food 
economy and more vigilance. The 
results have been astonishing.

“Because we’re such a large 
family, we thought that it was 
inevitable that we were going to 
fill all the available dustbin space,” 
says Steve Lewsey. “But we took on 
the challenge and now we fill our 
fortnightly recycling bin and only 
half fill one fortnightly landfill bin. 
It really woke us up to how much 
‘rubbish’ we all waste.”

Even their teenage son has taken 
recycling on board.

“He often cooks his own 
breakfast,” says Steve. “In the past if 
he broke the yolk of an egg while he 
was putting it in the pan, he would 
discard that as a false start and take 
another egg. Not any more though.”

The recycling challenge involves 
keeping a diary for a couple of 
weeks to record the way the 
household rubbish is managed. The 
diary is then studied by MSDC’s 
waste management experts, who 
come up with advice about how to 
significantly reduce the output to 
landfill. Tips as simple as resisting 
‘two-for-one’ offers when it’s 
probable that the extra item will end 
up in the bin, can make a surprising 
difference.

Christmas & New Year refuse & recycling collections
Due collection date New collection date
Monday 22 December Saturday 20 December 
Tuesday 23 December Monday 22 December
Wednesday 24 December Tuesday 23 December
Thursday 25 December Wednesday 24 December
Friday 26 December Saturday 27 December
Monday 2� December Monday 2� December
Tuesday 30 December Tuesday 30 December
Wednesday 31 December Wednesday 31 December
Thursday 1 January 200� Friday 2 January 200�
Friday 2 January 200� Saturday 3 January 200�

Collection calendars are available to download online or on request by 
telephone 01444 477440

For more information 
Call 01444 477440 or visit
www.midsussex.gov.uk/foodwaste or 
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
Call 0845 0770757 about subsidised bins

     waste Recycling champions

Anti-waste checklist
 Does the food you have chosen have a long shelf life? 

 Can it be frozen if it doesn’t get used? 
 Are you really going to eat 36 mince pies before they go off?
 Can those leftover nibbles go in the freezer to be used later?
 Surplus cheese can be grated and 
stored in the freezer – mix it with mayonnaise, spread it on toast and grill until it browns.

 Plan meals around anticipated 
leftovers, a stir-fry on Boxing Day for example, or a hearty winter soup (with a pinch of cumin) from the remains of the turkey. 



 Sad, isn’t it?

Sadder still, most of it could be eaten. This wasted
food is a waste of money and a major contributor 

to climate change. To help throw less food away, try
making a pasta sauce with any leftover tomatoes.

For more ways to reduce your food waste, please visit 
lovefoodhatewaste.com
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Since April this year the Council has 
worked with its housing partners to 
provide 79 affordable homes, with 
61 more expected before the end of 

March next year.
Most recently completed is The Grange in 

Hurstpierpoint, a development containing eight 
houses and 12 flats for affordable rent and 
shared ownership. Many of the homes are for 
local families and almost all residents have 
now opened the door to their new home. 

New resident Lyndsey, a mum-of-three, 
was thrilled to move into her family home. 
“I was excited when a lady from the Council 
phoned to say that we were nominated for 

Affordable homes that 
don’t cost the earth

a new house,” she says. “It’s an absolutely 
beautiful house and the fixtures and fittings 
are gorgeous! The neighbours are really nice 
and I can’t ever imagine moving from here. 
My family and I are very happy.”

A key factor of the development is that the 
homes have achieved an Eco Homes rating 
of ‘very good’. Eco Homes is an assessment 
method that rates the sustainability of homes, 
including standards of thermal insulation and 
efficient heating systems to cut residents’ bills 
and help save the planet.

Vital to the success of The Grange was the 
£762,000 funding provided by the Housing 
Corporation.

With the help of the District Council and its partners 
many residents have opened the door to a new home

Clockwise from top left: St 
Margaret’s Convent, East 
Grinstead: 18 affordable 
homes, 14 for rent and 
four shared ownership; The 
Squires, Pease Pottage: 22 
affordable homes, 15 to 
rent and seven shared own-
ership; Reeds Lane at Sayers 
Common: five affordable 
shared ownership homes; 
Sussex Gate in Haywards 
Heath: six affordable shared 
ownership units; Pilgrim 
Gardens in Haywards Heath: 
a 100% affordable site 
with 41 units, 29 rented 
and 12 shared ownership; 
Meadowlands at Cuckfield: 
19 affordable homes, 13 
to rent and six shared 
ownership; The Grange at 
Hurstpierpoint will have 20 
affordable units, 13 to rent 
and seven shared ownership
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UPDATE: Burgess Hill Town Centre
Thornfield has presented its concept scheme 
to regenerate the town centre and deliver 
community benefits. 

This follows months of working in close 
consultation with the Council and Burgess Hill 
Town Council. 

MSDC, as landowner, needs to assess 
Thornfield’s submission to make sure it meets 
the needs of the local community and the 
objectives in the Landowner’s Brief. It is hoped 
this process can be completed by early next 
year. 

If the Council is satisfied with the proposals 
the scheme will move to the next stage, the 
Development Agreement.  

UPDATE: East Grinstead Town Centre
This is the most advanced scheme and in this 
case, the Council has already formally resolved 
to enter into a Development Agreement for 
this £125m mixed-use scheme and the legal 
agreement is set to be completed before the 
end of 2008. 

Following that, Thornfield will start to 
prepare a detailed set of proposals and 
undertake full public consultation on the 
plans.  This will include public exhibitions, 
meetings with key stakeholders and a website 
to provide information on the proposals. The 
feedback from this will be used to develop the 
proposals and shape the planning application 
for submission in 2009.

Revitalising our  

How the schemes are developed
Following the masterplanning work and public consultation which has taken place, 

each individual scheme will follow five key stages.

STAGE 1: Concept scheme. The developer puts together initial ideas and a concept 

scheme to respond to the brief issued by the Council.

STAGE 2: Development agreement. A legal agreement is made setting out the 

responsibilities of both parties and the way that the scheme will progress.

STAGE 3: Planning application. Comprehensive public consultation takes place to 

help shape the final scheme. The developer then submits a planning application.

STAGE 4: Site assembly. The developer negotiates to buy the land required.  If 

necessary the Council may use its compulsory purchase powers.

STAGE 5: Delivery. The scheme is built, ensuring disruption is minimised and all 

the community benefits are delivered.

Set out below is the current position of each scheme.

Top left: Burgess Hill as 
it is today. Bottom left: 
artist’s impression of 
the East Grinstead town 
centre development. Far 
right: artist’s impression 
of Haywards Heath Station 
Quarter development. 

What is the Better Mid Sussex Partnership?
Mid Sussex District Council and its development partner, Thornfield 

Properties Plc, have formed the partnership to:

l Revitalise Burgess Hill, East Grinstead and Haywards Heath town centres

l Bring forward other strategic development opportunities, to benefit 

the community by delivering new facilities, housing and employment 

opportunities

l Improve the Council’s property portfolio and the income it generates to 

benefit Mid Sussex residents.
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UPDATE: Haywards Heath Town Centre
This scheme is at an early stage because 
the Council has only recently issued the 
Landowner’s Brief, which seeks to strengthen 
the town centre and make it a more attractive 
environment to shop, relax, work and 
live. Thornfield is now undertaking initial 
investigations.

UPDATE: Haywards Heath Station Quarter
Thornfield’s initial concept was submitted to 
the Council in October last year. It proposed a 
£200m regeneration scheme focusing on the 
land adjoining the railway station.

Community and stakeholder engagement 
was undertaken, including a public exhibition 

in the town centre that was visited by more 
than 800 people. In light of feedback from 
the public, amendments were submitted to 
the Council in May. The Council is currently 
reviewing how to proceed.

While the majority of people agree that 
redevelopment here is needed, there are 
differences in opinion as to what form the 
development should take. Both the Council and 
Thornfield remain committed to delivering a 
successful scheme. 

For more information 

Visit www.midsussex.gov.uk/towncentres, email 
towncentres@midsussex.gov.uk or telephone 
01444 477336

  town centres



Winter warmth

Winter wellbeing
With the increase in energy 

prices more people will find it 
hard to heat their home within 
budget. This simple guide tells 

you how to keep warm, save on heating bills 
and make your house more energy efficient. 

Grants for insulation
Energy companies provide discounts on 
insulation. However, you may be entitled to 
free insulation. Call the Energy Efficiency 

Beat off cold 
weather with 
our handy 
guide to 
the services 
that may be 
available to 
you
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Advice Centre free on 0800 512 012 to find out 
if you qualify. 

Priority Service Register
There are many free products and services 
designed to make life easier for older or 
vulnerable people, provided free by your energy 
supplier. These include advance notice of 
electricity supply breaks and priority re-supply, 
a password protection scheme to protect from 
bogus callers and cheaper tariffs from some 
energy suppliers. Contact your energy supplier.

Winter Fuel Payment
Everyone over 60 should claim the Winter Fuel 
Payment. The Winter Fuel Payments helpline is 
0845 915 1515 (text phone 0845 601 5613). 

Keep your home at the right 
temperature
Hang thermometers in the living room and 
bedroom and keep the temperature at 18-21oC 
(65-72oF). Call 01444 477370 if you would like 
one of our thermometer cards.

Check your entitlements
If you are over 60 the Pension Service can visit 
you at home to provide advice about benefits 
that you may qualify for. Call 0845 60 60 265 
(text phone 0845 60 60 285).

For more general information

Age Concern helpline: 0800 00 99 66
Help the Aged advice line: 0808 800 6565



Did you know?
You should try and get 
one hour of activity 
every day.

Activity means anything 

where your heart rate 

goes up, so walking the 

dog, helping wash the 

car or riding bikes all 

count!

The correct portion 
size for you is about as 
much as you can fit in 
your hand. 

Check out if your child 

is within healthy weight 

with the easy to use 

online calculator at 

www.mendprogramme.org

Health
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Putting families on 
track for fitness

The Council runs a free fun 
programme for Mid Sussex families 
with children aged seven to 13 
years who would like to lead a more 

active life.
The MEND (Mind Exercise 
Nutrition Do It) programme is 
run in partnership with West 
Sussex Primary Care Trust 
and takes place over a ten-
week course.  

MEND Exercise Leader 
Sharon Morbin (pictured) 
and her team run regular 
sessions around the District 

to help you learn about 
food and discover ways to 

get active. There is practical advice too, such as 
looking at food labelling and portion sizes.

“We are not looking for super sports stars, 
the children just have fun and then realise 
that sport and fitness is for everyone,” says 
Sharon. “When the children start the exercise 
programme they are reluctant to join in. I can 
remember being the last child to be picked 
for teams during PE lessons. This caused low 
self-esteem and negative thoughts about my 
body. By the end of the MEND programme the 
children are more confident and ask for their 
favourite games.”

For more information

If you would like to find out more for your family, 
or a family you work with, call 01903 708437
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Environment

After public consultation the Council 
is introducing the following 
Dog Control Orders encouraging 
responsible dog ownership.

Dog fouling 
Any dog fouling on public land must be 
removed. Help us keep the area clean and 
safe: bag it and bin it! This applies on all 
MSDC-owned or managed land, car parks and 
all roads within a 40mph speed restriction. 
Assistance dogs are exempt from these 
controls.

Dog exclusion 
Dogs are banned from all children’s fenced 
play areas and fenced recreational areas such 
as tennis courts, bowling greens and multi 
activity areas owned by the Council. 

Dog control 
Dogs must be put on a lead if the owner is 
asked to do so by an authorised person. All 
dogs are required by law to wear a collar and 
name tag with the owner’s name and address. 

Maximum number of dogs  
At Bedelands Farm nature reserve and the tip 
site adjacent to Leylands Park football pitches 
a Pilot Order is being introduced. This restricts 
the number of dogs one person can take on to 
the land to six. A case study will measure the 
effectiveness of the new Order at this type of 
site.

Penalties
A dog owner who is found breaking a dog 
control order may receive a fixed penalty 
notice from an authorised officer of £80. There 

Dog owners – paws 
for thought!

will be clear signs at all sites, detailing 
which orders apply.

Contacts

• Park Rangers 01444 477561 
or rangers@midsussex.gov.uk

• Dog Warden deals with dog 
control orders, noise and stray/
lost dogs 01444 477423

• Out-of-hours duty officer for 
stray dogs 07831 553906

• Report dangerous dogs to the 
police on  0845 60 70 999
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Sport

As a result of a nationwide initiative, 
the proportion of the District’s five 
to 16-year-olds that are taking part 
in at least two hours of PE, school 

sport and exercise every week has increased 
from 69% in 2006 to 92% this year.  

In Mid Sussex there has been major 
investment in sport and exercise in school 
after the introduction of our School Sports 
Partnership (SSP) in September 2006. The 
SSP is hosted by St Paul’s Catholic College in 
Burgess Hill, which is the District’s specialist 
sports college. The SSP successfully applied for 
more than £100,000 of Big Lottery funding in 
2007 and aims to get young people involved 
in extra-curricular sport. This money is in 
addition to the £250,000 received from the 
Government. Mid Sussex District Council 
assists the SSP in achieving its objectives and 
offers continuing support.

In collaboration with the Mid Sussex YMCA 
and local coaches, the SSP has provided more 
than 100 after-school sports clubs to over 
1,500 children. As well as supporting the 
traditional clubs for football, cricket, rugby, 
netball and athletics, new activities such as 

Leap in school exercise
Four 
thousand 
more pupils 
are taking 
part in 
physical 
education 
and school 
sport in 
Mid Sussex 
following the 
introduction 
of the 
School 
Sports 
Partnership

Dance yourself dizzy
We visited St Paul’s Catholic College and saw 
some new dance mat equipment in action.  

This is not a traditional sporting activity, 
but a great example of how it’s not all about 
balls and scorelines. If you prefer music and 
boogie you can still be active.

Fifteen-year-olds Melissa, Olivia and Dashe 
said they were really enjoying the activity.  

MDSC Sports and Healthy Lifestyles Officer 
Helen Bridgeman said “Young people enjoy this 
form of exercise and we would like to see them 
being used in as many venues as possible”.

The mats will be used at venues across the 
District and have been funded by Sport England 
as part of Sports Unlimited Programme that 
aims to help give young people the opportunity 
for five hours PE and sport each week.

karate, golf and rowing have been introduced. 
More young people are also involved in 

sports leadership as volunteer coaches, umpires 
and organisers. This helps with the growing 
number of after-school activities, festivals and 
competitions and gives an introduction to 
potential future careers for these young leaders.

Can you sponsor or volunteer at these 
activities? Are you a local club or coach who 
could help get more young people involved?

For more information

Contact the SSP on 01444 873898

Sports Clubs Conference
If you are part of a club who works with young 
people or are thinking about setting one up, 
this is for you. The Sports Clubs Conference on 
28 January 2009 will have information about 
funding, facility development, coach and volunteer 
development and more. The event is being run 
by Mid Sussex School Sport Partnership and Mid 
Sussex District Council. To book a place please 
contact sport@midsussex.gov.uk or 01444 477012.



All too often family assets 
fall into the wrong hands. 
This could be for a variety of 
reasons – but the common 
reason behind all true 
intended beneficiaries being 
disinherited, is because the 
wrong will, or no will was 
in place; that is a will where 
there was no trust, or the 
wrong type of trust was 
used. In those circumstances 
assets are distributed 
absolutely & directly to 
beneficiaries and consequently 
become vulnerable to third 
party claims such as long 
term care, remarriage, divorce 
and bankruptcy of surviving 
spouse, partner, children or 
other beneficiaries.

The media and the majority 
of the population see the sole 
need for trusts as Inheritance 
Tax planning.
This is not the case as 
experience tells us that 
the real motivation is to 
preserve and protect family 
assets for your true intended 
beneficiaries. 

When planning most people 
do not want to leave it to 
chance, because there may 
be changes in legislation, 
or any other influences or 
claims made upon their 
beneficiaries.  

We all need to answer 
the following questions, 
especially as a partner or 
spouse may survive for many 
years: 
What legislation will be 
present when my partner 
eventually passes away? 

At what rate will assets left 
to my partner will increase 
by, before they pass away? 
Historically, it is by a lot 
more than any increase in the 
inheritance tax threshold. 

What claims may there be 
on our estate before their 
subsequent death? 

What 3rd party influences 
may there be, for them to 
write a new will that does 
not agree with my original 
intentions for my assets? 

Do I have children from a 
previous marriage? Whilst I 
am sure my partner intends 
for them to share the assets 
today, this may not be the 
case some years in the future. 

If my partner re-marries 
will the new family’s children 
have a claim on my estate? 

To ensure my assets are 
protected and are utilised 
for “my” true intended 
beneficiaries, it is vital to 
arrange and administer a 
correctly worded will with 
appropriate trust or series 
of trusts according to “my” 
wishes and during “my” 
lifetime.

Only then will I absolutely 
know today:
I can leave the maximum 
inheritance tax allowance to 
Discretionary Trusts. 

I can ensure I shelter and 
protect legally, as much of my 
assets as possible and can still 
give my spouse or partner as 
much access and control of 
these assets as I choose. 

I can protect my assets 
from my spouse or partner 
changing their will; and that 
if they re-marry, still know 
that only our children / other 
intended beneficiaries will 
inherit from our estate.

If you think you may be 
affected by any of the issues 
raised in this article please 
phone and we will be happy 
to provide you with further 
information. Call Michael 
Doctors on 01273 236036

WHAT IS BLOODLINE 
PLANNING?

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Simply put – bloodline planning is ensuring that 
your assets reach your true intended beneficiaries! 
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Clair Hall 

Ceroc jive dancing
1-29 December
A fusion of jive and salsa 
dancing held every Monday 
except bank holidays.
Clair Hall
£8
01483224719

Make Up Masterclass 
– Christmas Special
26 November, 6pm
Find out how to get a great 
look for the party season with 
audience demonstrations, hot 
tips and the chance to have a 
full service check-up on your 
own make-up bag.
Clair Hall
£6
01444 455440

Dennis Locorriere
30 November, 8pm
The true voice of Dr Hook 
performs the romantic hits Sexy 
Eyes, When you’re in Love with 
a Beautiful Woman and A Little 
Bit More. 
Clair Hall
£17.50 adults, £16.50 
concessions
01444 455440

The Yetties
4 December, 8pm
The Yetties return to deliver 
an enthralling folk concert 
with more of those tales about 
idyllic times in the countryside.
Clair Hall
£10 adults, £8.50 concessions
01444 455440

London Christmas 
shopping
5 December, 8.30am
There really is nothing like 
London at Christmas. Olympos 
‘On Tour’ present a fantastic 
coach trip that gives the 
opportunity to travel up to 
London without the hassle.
Clair Hall
£12.50 adults, £7.50 under 14s
01444 455440

On the Black Hill
5 December, 7.30pm
The AJTC Theatre Company 
delivers a captivating 
adaptation of Bruce Chatwin’s 
On The Black Hill.
Clair Hall
£8 adults, £6 concessions
01444 455440

Postcard fair
6 December, 10.30am
A postcard and collectors’ 
fair with a wide selection of 
postcards, cigarette cards, 
ephemera, autographs, postal 
history and accessories.
Clair Hall
£1
01892 662132

Jeff Green ‘Life Ache’ 
2008
12 December, 8pm
Jeff Green’s observations and 
abundant natural charm have 
marked him out as one of the 
brightest talents on the British 
comedy scene.
Clair Hall
£13 adults, £12 concessions
01444 455440

Aladdin and his Magic 
Lamp
6-10 January, 7.15pm (11am 
and 2.30pm Sat)
Pantomime fun with the Weald 
Theatre Group.
Clair Hall
£11 adults, £6 concessions
01444 455440

Hansel & Gretel
14 January, 6pm
The Oxford Touring Theatre 
Company performs a sparkling 
interpretation of this fairytale.
Clair Hall
£8 adults, £6 concessions
01444 455440

Drama Club
17 January – 28 March, 9am, 
10.30am, 11.30am
Professional drama teacher Jo 
Horsley provides a fun-packed 
experience for kids aged five to 
11 years
Clair Hall
£50 for ten workshops
01444 455440

Waterstones Book Group
21 January, 8pm
Organised by staff from 
Waterstones in Haywards 
Heath.
Clair Hall
Free
01444 455440

Comedy Club
29 January, 8pm
Outrageous absurdity and 
humour from some of the 
best UK stand-up acts on the 
comedy circuit.
Clair Hall
£8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions
01444 455440

Un:Plugged
30 January, 7.45pm
Un:Plugged, an acoustic open 
mic night, gives talented 
local musicians the chance to 
perform in front of a live and 
welcoming audience.
Clair Hall
£3
01444 455440

Half-term Holiday 
Academy
17 & 19 February, 9.30am & 
1.30pm
Active drama-based workshops 
that give children the chance to 
explore creativity, movement, 
sounds and imaginations.
Clair Hall
Book both workshops for £20
01444 455440

Comedy Club
19 February, 8pm
Outrageous absurdity and 
humour from some of the 
best UK stand-up acts on the 
comedy circuit.
Clair Hall
£8.50 adults, £6.50 concessions
01444 455440

Imago Art & Soul 
Exhibition preview
20 February, 7.30pm
A preview night of paintings, 
sculpture, photography, 
handmade bags and jewellery 
featuring the works of some 
fantastic Sussex-based artists. 
Clair Hall
£15
01444 455440

Imago Art & Soul 
Exhibition Fun Day
20 February
The exhibition will be 
open to the public, with art 
demonstrations and a range 
of interesting workshops 
throughout the day. For the 
kids there will be competitions, 
crafts a plenty and the 
opportunity to purchase some 
gifts.
Clair Hall
Free
01444 455440

Waterstones Book Group
25 February, 8pm
Organised by staff from 
Waterstones in Haywards 
Heath, the evening seeks to 
reconnect people with their 
love of literature.
Clair Hall
Free
01444 455440

Chequer Mead

From Chipmunk to 
Concorde
25 November, 7.45pm
Chequer Mead Speakers corner 
presents a talk by former 
military and CAA test pilot 
Jock Reid.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£6 adults, £5 concessions
01342 302000

Rolling Back The Years
28 November, 2.30pm & 
7.30pm
Rolling Back The Years is a 
stunning roller-coaster ride of 
nostalgia. Featuring tributes 
to the world’s greatest stars, 
including Glenn Miller, Fred 
Astair, Buddy Holly, Cliff 
Richard, Frank Sinatra, Judy 
Garland, Dolly Parton and The 
Beatles.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£12 adults, £11 concessions
01342 302000

Taekwon-Do Extravaganza
29 November, 2pm
The Fortitude Academy 
produces a stunning 
demonstration of martial arts.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£12 adults, £11 concessions
01342 302000

Sussex Rock School - 
Christmas Concert
3 December, 7.45pm
Talented students perform 
music of their choice, from 
heavy metal to rock, jazz and 
pop.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£9 adults, £5 concessions
01342 302000

Royal Artillery Orchestra 
Winter Concert
4 December, 7.30pm
All profits will go to the 
Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen’s 
Families Association to help 
those who have served in 
the armed forces and their 
families.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£15.50 adults, £13.50 
concessions
01342 302000

Christmas Craft Fair
6 December, 10am
Over 40 stalls selling crafts, 
ceramics and jewellery.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
Free
01342 302000



To promote your event in Mid Sussex Matters 
please email details to MSM@midsussex.gov.uk

22 www.midsussex.gov.uk 

Ga-Ga - A Tribute to 
Queen
6 December, 8pm
There are no wigs, no make-
up and definitely no false 
moustaches – just a host of 
massive Queen songs played 
like they were meant to be.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£17 adults, £16 concessions
01342 302000

Comedy Club
7 December, 7.30pm
The acts write their own 
material, which gives them the 
flexibility to cope with pretty 
much any situation.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£12 adults, £10 concessions
01342 302000

Dougie MacLean
9 December, 8pm

Dougie MacLean is a pre-
eminent singer-songwriter, fine 
guitarist and fiddle player and 
is regarded as one of Scotland’s 
greatest musical treasures.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£14.50 adults, £11 concessions
01342 302000

It’s Christmas
11 December, 9pm
Songs, sketches and a cheering 
meal.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£10
01342 870526

Carols Around The Tree
15 December, 7.30pm
Light up your Christmas with 
the Courthouse Singers for 
your favourite carols and 
Christmas songs.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£2
01342 870526

Jazz Café
23 January, 7pm
Sit back, relax and enjoy all 
that jazz.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£5
01342 870526

Stepping Out
30 & 31 January, 7.30pm 
(2.30pm Saturday matinee)
Will a group of hapless dancers 
be transformed into triumphant 
tappers worthy of any chorus 
line when the Mavis Turner 
Troup is invited to perform in a 
grand charity gala?  
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£12 adults, £11 concessions
01342 870526

Comedy Club
1 February, 7.30pm
The acts write their own 
material, which gives them the 
flexibility to cope with pretty 
much any situation.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£12 adults, £10 concessions
01342 302000

The ELO Experience
5 February, 7.45pm
Come and hear all ELO’s 
greatest hits reproduced by the 
exciting and incredible ELO 
Experience.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£12 adults, £10 concessions
01342 302000

Harry the Wheelbarrow 
Man
12 February, 7.45pm
Prepare to be exhausted with 
tales from treks around the 
world to Mount Kilimanjaro, 
Death Valley, the Sahara, the 
Pilgrim Trail, New Zealand, 
Grand Canyon and beyond.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£6 adults, £5 concessions
01342 302000

The Bee Gees Story
13 February, 7.30pm
This is the show that Bee 
Gees fans everywhere have 
been waiting for. Featuring 
the stunningly convincing 
vocals of brothers Darren and 
Gary Simmons as Barry and 
Robin Gibb, as well as Jarrod 
Loughlin as Maurice Gibb.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£16.50 adults, £14.50 
concessions
01342 302000

Jazz Café
17 February, 7pm
Sit back, relax and enjoy all 
that jazz.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£5
01342 870526

West Side Story
19-21 February,
With a large, vibrant, teenage 
cast this is Act One Beginners 
Drama Schools’ most ambitious 
and powerful production yet.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£12 adults, £9 concessions
01342 870526 

Choirpower
24 February, 1.30pm
Choirpower perform songs 
from shows, jazz, funk, pop 
and modern.
Chequer Mead, East Grinstead
£4 adults, £3 concessions
01342 870526

Martlets Hall

An Evening with Blowers 
– Henry Blofeld
5 December, 8pm

BBC Test Match Special 
commentator Henry Blofeld is 
undoubtedly the current ‘voice 
of cricket’ and continues to be 
one of the best-loved 
characters in the game.
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
£16
01444 242888

Scrooge – The Musical
9-13 December, 7.45pm
On the streets of London at 
Christmas time, where locals 
are gathered to celebrate the 
holiday season, Ebenezer 
Scrooge is busy putting their 
joyous holiday spirit to a halt. 
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
£12 adults, £10 concessions
01444 242888

Julia Salsa Christmas 
Party
20 December, 8pm
La Cuba Ritmo perform at this 
celebration of salsa.
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
£15
01444 242888

Boomtown Rats
1 February, 7.30pm
Garry Roberts and Simon 
Crowe, the dynamic force 
behind the Rats’ sound, have 
put their powerful alliance 
together once again.
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
£15.50
01444 242888

The Hamsters
7 February, 8pm

The Hamsters perform Jimi 
Hendrix and ZZ Top songs for 
which they’re widely regarded 
as being the UK’s leading 
interpreters.
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
£13.50 adults, £11.50 
concessions
01444 242888 

Gerry & The Pacemakers
20 February, 8pm

Relive the swinging 60s in 
this unique journey across the 
Mersey with Gerry himself at 
the helm.
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
£16 adults, £15 concessions
01444 242888

Whole Lotta Led 
21 February, 8pm
Whole Lotta Led keep the spirit 
and songs of the legendary Led 
Zeppelin alive.
Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill
£11 adults
01444 242888      
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Other

Best of Ballroom
Every Wednesday, 7.45pm
The ballroom session starts 
with 15 to 20 minutes of dance 
lessons by a professional dance 
teacher, which is followed by 
an evening of ballroom, Latin 
American and sequence dance.
The Queen’s Hall, Cuckfield
£3.50
07743955382

Ki Training and Aikido
26 November – 22 December, 
7.30pm
Coordinate mind and body for 
a more productive life.
Burgess Hill School for Girls, 
Keymer Road
£5
Burgess Hill Ki Society
01273 707386

Art and Craft Fair
29 November, 10am
Artists selling jewellery, 
painting, pottery, glass, 
cushions and textiles, bags, 
mosaics and photography.
Tilgate Park, Crawley
Free
01342 322362

Christmas Lights Go On
29 November, 3pm
Santa arrives with real reindeer 
to greet the Mayor and turn 
on Haywards Heath Christmas 
lights.
The Orchards, Haywards Heath
Free
07544 768092

Cuckfield Christmas Tree 
Festival
13 & 14 December, 11.30am
The festival produces a 
spectacular collection of 
Christmas trees and live music 
from the Cuckfield Choir to the 
hand bell ringers.
Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield
£3, accompanied under-16s 
free
01444 450357

Ghost Walk
13 December, 7pm
Paranormal investigators lead a 
ghostly stroll around Cuckfield.
Broad Street, Cuckfield
£5
01444 455440

Star of Wonder – A 
Christmas Concert
13 December, 7.30pm
A Christmas concert presented 
by New Sussex Singers in 
aid of the charity Action for 
Children.
Haywards Heath Methodist 
Church
Free
01444 451248

The Mid Sussex Choir 
Yuletide Concert
13 December, 7.30pm
St Wilfreds Church
£9 adults, children and students 
free
01825 791966

Merry Xmas Everybody
13 December, 7.30pm
Christmas concert with Mud2, 
T-Rextasy and Slade.
Olympos Burgess Hill
£24.50
01444 876060

Art and Craft Fair
20 December, 10am
Tilgate Park, Crawley
Free
01342 322362 

The Magic of Christmas 
– A Feast of Christmas 
Music
20 December, 7.30pm
Elin Manahan Thomas, 
soprano; Crispian Steele, 
trumpet; Burgess Hill School 
for Girls Choir; and Sussex 
Classical Players
Olympos Burgess Hill
£20 adults, £15 concessions
01444 454091

Conservation Work Party
21 December, 10am
Bring along gardening gloves 
and secateurs if you have them.
Hammonds Ridge, Burgess Hill
Free
01444 232870

Choral Masterclass 
– Handel’s Dixit Dominus
7 February, 10am
Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Brighton
£20
01444 454091

Ghost Walk
21 February, 7pm
Renowned paranormal 
investigators lead a ghostly 
stroll around Lindfield village.
Tollgate Car Park, Lindfield
£5
01444 455440

Summary of 2007/08 Payments
to Council Members
Name Start End Basic

Allowance
Special
Responsibility

Travel and 
Subsistence

Grand 
Total

HERSEY, CAC 4/6/1987 4,611.00 6,787.92 588.29 11987.21
MACNAUGHTON, AG 5/7/1987 4,611.00 4,432.66 479.04 9522.70
FIELD, CM 1/16/1991 5/7/2007 459.68 331.41 791.09
GLYNN, JM 5/6/1991 4,611.00 4,611.00
GODDARD, R 5/6/1991 5/7/2007 459.68 153.23 612.91
HENRY, PJ 5/6/1991 4,611.00 51.08 4,662.08
SHEVELS, DR 5/6/1991 4,611.00 1,499.87 6,110.87
SNOWLING, GCE * 5/6/1991 4,611.00 10,436.19 178.00 15,225.19
CUTLER, PA 5/9/1995 4,611.00 261.92 392.51 5,265.43
HERSEY, MA 5/9/1995 4,611.00 6,334.44 1,206.45 12,151.89
JONES, AF 5/9/1995 4,611.00 261.92 332.35 5,205.27
KNIGHT, GE 5/9/1995 5/7/2007 459.68 439.03 898.71
MATTHEWS, EA 5/9/1995 4,611.00 1,938.61 717.90 7,267.51
SEWARD, SJ * 11/18/1996 4,611.00 11,494.68 1,033.58 17,139.26
COOTE, PAC 2/7/1997 5/7/2007 459.68 284.59 189.92 934.19
BARNETT, SJ 5/12/1999 4,611.00 1,525.79 6,136.79
BROWN, J 5/11/1999 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
CALVERT, JR 5/12/1999 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
CHAPMAN, CW 5/12/1999 4,611.00 4,012.02 45.55 8,668.57
DIXON, ICH 5/12/1999 4,611.00 236.28 4,847.28
DUMBOVIC, KM 5/12/1999 4,611.00 514.42 5,125.42
GILLARD, T 5/10/1999 5/7/2007 229.84 229.84 459.68
KEMP, S * 5/11/1999 4,611.00 9,688.07 406.55 14,705.62
KING, DE 5/11/1999 4,611.00 4,826.53 362.21 9,799.74
LORD, RA 5/12/1999 5/7/2007 459.68 196.33 656.01
MARTIN, PR 5/12/1999 4,611.00 5,149.61 9,760.61
SHARMAN, MWR 5/12/1999 4/17/2007 212.50 212.50
SHEVELS, DM 5/10/1999 4,611.00 4,611.00
WILKINS, L 5/11/1999 5/7/2007 459.68 65.68 312.61 837.97
ADAMS, DJ 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
BALSDON, GF 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 49.31 508.99
BATES, RS 5/6/2003 4,611.00 261.92 22.32 4,895.24
BINGE, B 5/6/2003 4,611.00 165.45 10.60 4,787.05
BOOKER, DGD 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
COSGRAVE, SM 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 394.30 853.98
ELLIS, IRT 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 199.19 658.87
FORDE, MW 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
GILLBARD, BA 5/6/2003 4,611.00 4,028.60 1,041.43 9,681.03
HEASMAN, D 5/6/2003 4/17/2007 212.50 212.50
JOHNSON, PJ 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
LIVESEY, EM 5/6/2003 4,611.00 3,590.63 8,201.63
MARPLES, GH * 5/6/2003 4,611.00 26,110.10 1,675.66 32,396.76
MARSH, G 5/6/2003 4,611.00 5,270.96 1,022.00 10,903.96
JOYCE-NELSON, JW 5/6/2003 4,611.00 1,345.12 309.74 6,265.86
ROSS, HJ 5/6/2003 4,611.00 53.91 4,664.91
SCOTLAND, IJ 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 87.65 547.33
SHANAHAN, PJ 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 2,579.68 3,039.36
STARMER, BT 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
WILLIAMS, LJ 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 197.15 656.83
WORSLEY, JJ 5/6/2003 5/7/2007 459.68 459.68
BARRETT-MILES, AJ 5/6/2003 4,611.00 4,208.33 8,819.33
HALL, B 5/6/2003 4,611.00 611.44 5,222.44
MAIDMENT, C 5/9/2005 4,611.00 1,152.31 118.34 5,881.65
ASH-EDWARDS, JC 5/8/2007 4,139.98 1,152.31 200.34 5,492.63
BAKER, MN 5/8/2007 4,139.98 4,139.98
BALSDON, E 5/8/2007 4,139.98 4,139.98
BELSEY, JE 5/8/2007 4,139.98 1,536.96 5,676.94
BENNETT, EA 5/8/2007 4,139.98 310.29 4,450.27
BROCK, AN 5/8/2007 4,139.98 261.92 1,046.92 5,448.82
BRUNSDON, HA 5/8/2007 4,139.98 644.75 4,784.73
FIELD, G 5/8/2007 4,139.98 124.15 4,264.13
FISHER, TJ 5/8/2007 4,139.98 4,139.98
HARRISON, S 5/8/2007 4,139.98 872.19 5,012.17
HATSWELL, DA 5/8/2007 4,139.98 72.62 4,212.60
HATTON, S 5/8/2007 4,139.98 611.44 7.60 4,759.02
JERREY, C 5/8/2007 4,139.98 429.85 4,569.83
KEEL, JM 5/8/2007 4,139.98 740.67 4,880.65
LANDRIANI, JA 5/8/2007 4,139.98 167.43 4,307.41
LEA, AC 5/8/2007 4,139.98 4,139.98
MOORE, P 5/8/2007 4,139.98 308.56 4,448.54
PEARCE, I 5/8/2007 4,139.98 4,139.98
REED, PM 5/8/2007 4,139.98 675.26 4,815.24
TEMPLE-SMITHSON, JA 5/8/2007 4,139.98 166.78 4,306.76
THOMAS-ATKIN, MM 5/8/2007 4,139.98 252.27 4,392.25
THORPE, J 5/8/2007 4,139.98 383.00 4,522.98
WALL, GH * 5/8/2007 4,139.98 4,014.87 8,154.85
WATTS, MJ 5/8/2007 4,139.98 216.64 4,356.62
TOTALS 247,537.96 129,965.53 16,134.51 393,638.00

* Denotes Chairman, Cabinet and Leader



A-Z of Council Services

Abandoned vehicles 01444 477440
Anti-social behaviour 01444 477489
(non-emergency line)
Arts development  01444 477275

Building regulations – North area 01444 477570
Building regulations – South area 01444 477571
Business rates  01444 477564
Business support  01444 477347

Car parking  01444 477212
Clair Hall  01444 455440
Communications  01444 477240

Concessionary travel  01444 477304
Complaints/customer feedback 01444 477471
Councillors and committees  01444 477111
Council Tax   01444 477564

Electoral services  01444 477003
Environmental health  01444 477292
Energy efficiency  01444 477370

Food safety  01444 477433

Grants
Community building & sports facilities 01444 477499
Voluntary Organisations 01444 477495

Help Point – Burgess Hill 01444 247726
Help Point – East Grinstead 01342 300780
Help Point – Haywards Heath 01444 458166
Housing benefits 01444 477264
Housing advice 01444 477574
Housing – grants / repair and  01444 477292
improvement loans

Housing – waiting list 0845 688 7717
(Downland Housing) 

Jobs vacancies 01444 477506

Land charges/searches  01444 477444
Licences 01444 477419
Leisure centres
Olympos Burgess Hill 01444 876000
Olympos East Grinstead 01342 328616
Olympos Haywards Heath 01444 457337
Litter, fly-tipping and dog fouling  01444 477440

Martlets Hall  01444 242888

Noise complaints  01444 477292

Park rangers  01444 477561
Parks and play areas  01444 477439
Pest control  01444 477423
Planning applications – North area  01444 477568
Planning applications – South area  01444 477566
Planning enforcement 01444 477338 / 01444 477339
Planning policy 01444 477053
Pollution 01444 477292

Refuse and recycling 01444 477440

Sports development 01444 477012
Street cleaning 01444 477440

Toilets 01444 477305
Trees and hedges  01444 477004

West Sussex County Council 08457 581232
24-hour helpline

Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road,  
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS

Email: enquiries@midsussex.gov.uk 
Reception is open Mon-Thurs 9am-5.15pm, Fri 9am-4.15pm
Main switchboard is open Mon-Thurs 8.45am-5.15pm, Fri 8.45am-4.15pm 

For more information on any of the services below, please visit the Council’s website 
at www.midsussex.gov.uk or phone the main switchboard on 01444 458166.

For emergencies outside of office hours call 01444 446495.
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