THE WEST SUSSEX LANDSCAPE

Overall Character
Land Management Guidelines

The Eastern Low Weald within Mid Sussex and Horsham Districts comprises a lowland mixed pastoral and arable landscape with a strong hedgerow
pattern. It lies over low ridges and clay vales drained by the upper Adur streams. In the east, the area has experienced high levels of development

centred on Burgess Hill. Sheet LWIO
Eastern Low Weald
Low Weald

The area covered by the Sheet includes:

The Hickstead Low Weald (Area 4) Landscape Character Area in Mid
Sussex District.

The Cowfold and Shermanbury Farmlands (Area G2) defined in the
unpublished Horsham District Landscape Character
Assessment (October 2003).

e : T o £ = :
LR Lad | Joles ' s v - L ual " I W \ oA o o8 f 4o ] Sy - n
¥ A2 2 1 A o dofRital il > 3
= Tz | £ i o
46 v Cotlands ﬁ? T 428 Fm !
Bar ! oy | ' u | . 2 B o ) 78 b
; ! 5 T I o 42 Anst :
_® B Fm._ . e Do ke e (| P B S . B el ds it A
¥ 3 . 2 2! e i Tl ¢ '
|| 35 ! P 5 o ¥, H '. § ¢ :
MR E H. = =¥
N 9 wvefold [ Manor ¥e: R = " % )\ gy rm % thill 1 ; i A
s : ,%u. e ; Liete </ Legh Bev £ \ 9 ;
2 B = e ) Ho ; | Ha
o 8 i = ] I 41 ] E 3 . 4 i : » L o e
rinst ar 2 - .\“/J; Cohx.lsﬁ > P .
Toat - - v ol ° ag L " .
West G " 4 oWell ‘{% Ehf < % = 2~ : —~ h ~ s e
5] o "0 Chates *ent‘f_ £l Sub 513 a e/ i | Paynes ° ; -
(v [ ; j Y B _; 27 Fm H""_:" " e €2 =¢ | |[Rice HJ Frm = ,_r_m,-"‘ = 1 i ), % o
I7 W | MFI::’R- . > e : " =7 ‘I i tsfy l i 2
y ’( I - 38 4 Wks o o
i 1| P @ 9 '1 <~ Lo o ipeham 1B 0 26 : 7 i \ o 3
~ J . range Workee! cH : !
Row Y » I i Fi 6 I's Goddar __._,E_.r = | Breat Ote
; F i | ; o) | Pooks | h Fm .28 Green A3 1 il
= a ! ) Lower | [ F Qak 2
o = W Tod . 0 T gy | ; s e TR ' o/f
s A : ’#“"’.“ e 20 P2 k,ﬂ 5 ' 2 v;i;‘m-n s & = _ "
Bam BN j Pl > v 7 MK W e
| '.\Q 4 2% ? A wrll o tiout £ "o | 4 ”L"'U’ " L % 2
(=) A ; Showjumping il > : i #==
- / . Course  ofl™ ~ g Lo
; : ;L%, House b : N p i S
Vo G i < s & ! N | __B_ . s N N HIL 2 N
. ); Fi b ! Y g
{ Priory ol \ {
e L m X » & Ditehl u
) P e / _ 28 ) (a2 [ e Common | ;
F Fm, Fm 1 4 3
e E i L . - .‘_ P_' — T3 = -
W e ; =y e Lay 0 1 oy .
N : i
= ’ \/ 5 New Twrg G Jse I
tone 1§ ~ - Grange H e Ry «
Z ¥ e '_ 4 - 28)f Fm %
f \\ = = s 34 it L 75 t
P o | . ' rd/ oy . it ’j
Tr it 42 1 , | & ‘ : 4 s
e | TR R, & ' < i , |Fm
E ourne Iu tpi 0 S i / . .:g == :ig
< o T 1 o J ¥ P |
| ) 3 Wanbarrow & AulH W 52 "‘ k [ 5 >
o | 1 casfold - ] - S F{’ y Fm | 95 : p ér o
Blakes Fr Fmi g Sy - ] o = b Bedlam T , 3 3 4
y Ml i A ¥ : N, 4 v = By *1d o JILE Stree rofan Rpa Do Km |
ight. Al Ti | - 2 < (colurse of) Brag
ep ight. All ri .We§ ussex C E : 5 D bl = . o p Q\\w(\ . L : ; B! 5 of e —




Historic Features

@ Post-medieval landscape of mixed field sizes and boundaries.
® Line of Roman road.
® Old droveways.

@ Historic country houses, farmsteads and parkscapes.

Biodiversity

® Remnant coppice woodland.
® Species-rich hedgerows.
® Lakes, farm and field ponds, meadowland and wetland.

® Woodland and marginal vegetation along stream banks.

Change - Key Issues

® Growing impact of development in the east.

@ Continuing amalgamation of small fields, severe hedgerow loss, and the
ageing and loss of hedgerow and field trees.

@ Visual impact of new urban and rural development including modern farm
buildings, horse riding centres and paddocks.

@ Introduction of telecommunications masts on ridges.

® Increasing pervasiveness of traffic movement and noise, particularly around
Burgess Hill, and busy use of some rural lanes.

® Perceived increased traffic levels on small rural lanes with consequent
demands for road improvements.

® Gradual loss of locally distinctive building styles and materials.

® Gradual suburbanisation of the landscape including the widespread use of
exotic tree and shrub species.

Landscape and Visual Sensitivities

@ High level of perceived naturalness and a rural quality in the quieter, rural
landscape to the west of the A23 Trunk Road.

® Woodland cover and the mosaic of shaws and hedgerows contribute
strongly to the essence of the landscape.

® Pockets of rich biodiversity are vulnerable to loss and change.

® Parts of the area are highly exposed to views from the downs with a
consequently high sensitivity to the impact of new development and the
cumulative visual impact of buildings and other structures.

View south to Cobbsmill

Pellings Barn, Hurstpierpoint

Arable farmland

Pasture

Conserve gill woodlands and encourage Plant woodland

Conserve and manage field Plant hedgerows and

sound management techniques around village fringes corners and ponds copses to re-establish

Extend the area of small and
medium-sized woodland

landscape patterns
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Establish new roadside vegetation and encourage tree
planting in existing hedgerows






