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A message from the Chairman of Mid Sussex District Council 
 

Good afternoon and welcome to the Chairman’s Community Service Awards. 
 

Today is a very important event in the calendar when we honour the members of our 
community who have done so much to make Mid Sussex such a great place to live. 

 
Just by reading the citations in the programme it is possible to gauge the range of activities, 

fundraising and volunteer work they have undertaken. 
 

I would like to thank all who submitted the names of those we honour today and to welcome 
the friends and families of the recipients. 

 
Have an enjoyable and memorable afternoon. 

 
Chairman of the Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

P R O G R A M M E 
 
 
 
 

3.00 p.m.  
Refreshments 

 
 
 

4.00 p.m. 
Presentation of Awards by Councillor Bruce Forbes, 

the Chairman of the Council 
& 

High Sheriff of West Sussex, Lady Emma Barnard 
 
 
 

5.15 p.m. 
Afternoon Tea ends 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Ardingly 
Parish 

Council 

Phil Payne Phil has raised thousands of pounds for 
charities. In April 2017 he rode a static 
bike for 30 hours non-stop raising funds 
for the NSPCC and has also run the 
Marathon de Sables 6-day ultramarathon 
across the Sahara Desert.  This year he 
will be running the Brighton and 
Stockholm marathons for the Kent, Surrey 
and Sussex Air Ambulance. 

Ashurst 
Wood Village 

Council 

Rachel Du 
Feu 

For over 10 years Rachel has been a quiet 
and unassuming vital cog in the wheels of 
several Ashurst Wood charities as 
Treasurer for the Pre-school Development 
Committee, involvement with the School 
PTFA and Treasurer to the football club.  

Councillor 
Johnathan 

Ash-
Edwards 

Sandie 
Sansom 

Sandie has devoted considerable time and 
energy into school governance, most 
recently as the long serving Chair of 
Governors at Harlands Primary School in 
Haywards Heath. The school has 
maintained its reputation for excellence 
and consistently rates 'Good' by Ofsted. 
Sandie led the governing body's decision 
to become an academy and establish the 
Harlands Educational Trust. 

Balcombe 
Parish 

Council 

Pennie 
Burton 

Pennie has not only been a driving force 
in fundraising for St. Mary’s Church but 
has worked tirelessly to involve the wider 
village, introducing an Arts Weekend, 
arranging concerts and outings for all.  
Her hard work and imagination have done 
much to foster and further develop the 
strong community spirit in Balcombe. 

 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Bolney 
Parish 

Council 
 

Mary 
Sheppard 

Mary chaired the Bolney Neighbourhood 
Planning Group. She gave up a huge 
amount of time and led the team 
brilliantly to ensure that the vision to 
deliver sustainable development at a scale 
and form to preserve Bolney's rural 
village character and community was 
achieved. 

Burgess Hill 
Town 

Council 

Teresa 
Stephens 

Terri has worked tirelessly in Burgess 
Hill in a voluntary capacity serving meals 
on wheels to housebound residents. A 
member of Burgess Hill & District Lions 
Club for the past 5 years, her energy, 
tenacity and organisational skills have 
ensured that the annual Bike Ride is well 
supported. 

Councillor 
Phillip Coote 

(Vice-
Chairman of 
the Council) 

Colin Ward Colin was a neighbourhood watch co-
ordinator in Crawley Down for 
many years and Treasurer of the 
Residents’ association for 8 years, 
working tirelessly organising the village 
Fayre and Christmas event. He sold raffle 
tickets for these events often sitting 
through extreme weather conditions even 
though he was in poor health. He is a 
pillar of the community and is highly 
respected in the village, and has always 
had Crawley Down in his heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Cuckfied 
Parish 

Council 

Andrew 
Symonds 

A founding member of Cuckfield 
European Association, Andrew has given 
dedicated service to the concept of 
twinning for 25 years as Secretary and 
then Chairman.  He is a senior member of 
the Baptist Church, overseeing the new 
building project, and a Trustee of 
Cuckfield Museum.  A much loved village 
figure. 

Councillor 
Ruth de 
Mierre 

Anna Sharkey Anna and her husband Gordon  are 
stalwarts of our Bentswood community. 
They work tirelessly to bring joy and 
laughter to everyone, from organising 
events to encouraging our youngsters 
with activities and giving a friendly, 
comforting and helping hand to our older 
friends. 

East 
Grinstead 

Town 
Council 

Steve Pond Steve runs "Above East Grinstead". He is 
an amateur astronomer often found in 
town with his telescope early morning or 
evening to capture pictures of the 
heavens. He brings astronomy to children 
and adults through his club that has over 
500 members and develops 
experiences and understanding via social 
media. Steve is also an active member of 
East Grinstead in Bloom, another 
community group that does great things 
to support the community spirit in the 
town. 

 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Councillor 
Sandy Ellis 

Barbara 
Baldwin 

As Chairman of the Older People’s 
Council Barbara has raised awareness of 
important issues such as heat for health, 
care and housing. Barbara highlights the 
importance of intergenerational work by 
organising many skill sharing workshops. 
Working tirelessly to ensure older 
people’s concerns are heard to make their 
communities safer. 

Councillor 
Bruce Forbes 
(Chairman of 
the Council) 

Roy 
Cakebread 

For many years Roy has been an active 
member of the Royal British Legion and 
SSAFA. With a friend, Roy visits Senior 
Citizens Clubs, homes and lunch groups, 
delivering great monologues and singing 
well known songs, encouraging everyone 
to sing along. He is also an active member 
of St Leonards Church Choir at Turners 
Hill.   

Councillor 
Steve 

Hansford 

Tony Bristow Tony originally became a coach at 
Southdown Football Club when his sons 
wanted to start playing the game. Both 
his sons are now grown up and Tony has 
fulfilled many roles within the club. He 
has recently stood down as Chairman 
after 19 years with the club. 

Hassocks 
Parish 

Council 

Carolyn 
Barton 

This nomination is in recognition of 
Carolyn's  dedication to the Hassocks 
Twinning Association over a number of 
years.  This year, under Carolyn's tireless 
lead, the Association welcomed friends 
from Germany and France to Hassocks to 
celebrate 25 years of Twinning with a 
highly successful community event. 

 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Councillor 
Chris Hersey 

Christine 
Field 

Christine stepped down from her role as a 
WSCC Councillor in May this year 
following a long period of service to the 
community in the High Weald and 
Lindfield areas of Mid Sussex. Christine 
has devoted a great deal of her time 
supporting the views and aspirations of 
residents within these areas of Mid 
Sussex, covering four Parish Councils, 
where her attendance at their meetings 
was exemplary. Certainly a Champion in 
commitment to the community. 

Councillor 
Margaret 

Hersey 

Charlie 
Hewson 

We first heard about Charlie on South 
East News and this little boy has brought 
hope and encouragement to young and 
old. Charlie was diagnosed with bone 
cancer when he was a baby and had to 
have his leg amputated also underwent 
chemotherapy. He is now a fit and well 
boy with a prosthetic leg. Although only 7 
years old, he embraces life and is a great 
little footballer. We are all in awe of the 
energy and enthusiasm with which he 
embraces everyday, you are a huge 
inspiration to us all. Charlie and all his 
family have been fund-raising for Great 
Ormond Street Hospital and raised 
awareness of bone cancer, so we thank you 
and we are very proud of you. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Haywards 
Heath Town 

Council 

Sharon Scott Sharon has been involved in the 
organisation of the Greater Haywards 
Heath Bike Ride for seven years.  Sharon 
organises the registration of riders and 
route feed stations. Sharon’s commitment 
to the event has seen around 4500 riders, 
of all ages and ability, ride on one of the 
four routes.  This has helped raise in the 
region of £75,000 for local charities.    

Horsted 
Keynes 
Parish 

Council 

Andy Jones Andy Jones and his family have lived in 
Horsted Keynes for a long time, play an 
active part in the community. Andy’s 
involvement includes: Umpiring for the 
local stoolball team and being Secretary of 
the Horsted Keynes Angling Club. He 
took over the running of The Horsted 
Club and quickly made it home to a 
number of darts teams and a snooker 
team.  Previously a member of the Village 
Hall Management Committee, and the 
Chairman for several years. He was very 
‘hands on’ and willing to answer calls for 
problems that required immediate 
attention. Andy was very passionate 
about Horsted Keynes and really cared 
about its future. He will be sorely missed 
by a great number of people and the 
village will not be the same without him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Lindfield 
Rural Parish 

Council 

Paul and 
Ruth Taylor 

Ruth and Paul Taylor have worked 
tirelessly to support children impacted by 
the Chernobyl disaster, welcoming them 
into their home for holidays, sight-seeing 
and excursions in the Mid Sussex Area. 
They are active in fundraising and they 
are both committee members of the charity 
Friends of the Children of Chernobyl. 
Paul himself has been very involved in the 
Scout movement for over 25 years with 
the Lindfield and 1st Haywards Heath 
Troops. 

Lindfield 
Parish 

Council 

Christine 
Irwin 

After 21 years of working for Lindfield 
Parish Council, first as Deputy and later 
as Clerk, Christine has decided it's time to 
retire. She will be greatly missed by all the 
residents of Lindfield. Often going beyond 
the call of duty Christine has been seen 
with a bow saw tackling fallen trees, a 
snow shovel making the pavements safe, a 
litter picker keeping the village tidy and a 
walkie talkie co-ordinating the festival 
night all outside her normal working 
hours. She has been a true asset to Village 
Life. 

Councillor 
Bob 

Mainstone 

Bob 
Marchant 

Bob is Secretary of the Guinea Pig Club 
and Trustee at the East Grinstead 
Museum. He worked with surgeon Sir 
Archibald McIndoe who pioneered plastic 
surgery at the Queen Victoria Hospital 
during World War Two. The injured 
aircrew patients formed the world famous 
Guinea Pig Club, celebrating its 75th 
year. 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Councillor 
Gordon 
Marples 

Christopher 
Lambe 

Chris and his family have run the 
Hassocks Hotel for several years and their 
contribution to village life is considerable. 
Chris supports a wide range of local 
organisations. He sponsors the local 
football and netball teams, supports a 
local playgroup with its fundraising and 
holds a leaving BBQ for our infant school. 
In the run-up to Christmas, he provides 
free dinners for pensioners. The hotel and 
garden are provided for Family Fun Days 
and will host the upcoming Dog Show, all 
of which  add fun to life in the village. 
Chris's "can-do" attitude and helpfulness 
means that his business has become the 
first point of call and the hub for a whole 
range of local community activities.  

Councillor 
Norman 
Mockford 

Frank 
Osborne (on 
behalf The 
ConChord 
Big Band) 

The ConChord Big Band was formed in 
1990 and is made up of local musicians, 
both male and female. Over the years the 
ConChord Big Band has raised many 
thousands of pounds for local and 
national charities and continues to do so. 
We have lost count but a conservative 
estimate puts it at over £50,000. This has 
been mainly by staging theatre concerts 
but also includes dances and appearing at 
outdoor events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Councillor 
Pru Moore 

Geoff Brailey Geoff is the backbone of the Burgess Hill 
Cricket Club. Not only is he secretary, he 
is groundsman, umpire, coach, barman, 
player, manager and youth leader. His 
efforts have resulted in strong youth 
participation with 150 youngsters joining 
in on Friday evenings. Geoff is a top man 
in the community. 

Poynings 
Parish 

Council 

Caroline and 
Alan Currer 

Caroline and Alan immersed themselves 
in Poynings life for over seven years, 
enriching the community beyond typical 
pastoral duties. 
From organising the Village Fete to 
resurrecting the traditional Panto, they 
drew audiences from miles around. They 
strengthened bonds across generations 
and villages, making the church a hub of 
Poynings life. 

Councillor 
Peter Reed 

 

Robert Marsh Bob Marsh became Chairman of East 
Grinstead RFC in 2016, when the Club 
was on its knees and in danger of ceasing 
to exist. He has devoted much time and 
energy in turning the Club around and 
not without personal sacrifice. The Club 
is again a community asset - thanks Bob. 

Councillor 
Robert 

Salisbury 

Catherine 
Snashall 

Catherine has been an inspirational leader 
of the Brownies in Cuckfield for 32 years 
and performs the important role of 
"Brown Owl" for both Second and Third  
Cuckfield Brownie groups. Apart from 
that significant undertaking, she has also 
found time to start and organise a "Little 
ones" service regularly at Holy Trinty. 

 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Slaugham 
Parish 

Council 

Gail 
Boustead 

Gail is a local resident, familiar with 
residents and a steady constant for those 
around her. She has been a great 
supporter of the Parish Council and 
continues to be so. She has managed the 
Council’s Sports Pavilion, taking booking 
and being constant support to the regular 
and new users. 

Councillor 
Mandy 

Thomas-
Atkin 

Sheila 
Preston 

Sheila has cared and tended St John's 
Churchyard, Burgess Hill for many years, 
conserving rare wildflowers and lichen, 
and increasing habitats for insects and 
bees. She writes a monthly gardeners page 
in the Parish magazine and gives very 
informative churchyard tours and talks, 
specializing in medicinal plants and trees. 

Turners Hill 
Parish 

Council 

Peter Lake Peter, as well as his Father before him, 
have been Elders of Turners Hill Free 
Church for many years. Peter has 
supported many individuals and families 
in need in many different ways both 
within our Village and local area. He is a 
valued member of our Community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

Councillor 
Neville 
Walker 

Frances 
Lancaster 

Frances has served on the Parents 
Association at Crawley Down School and 
Neighbourhood Watch. Through her 
involvement with the 
Theatre group she joined the Haven 
Centre Management Committee from 
1991 to 2000 and again from 2012 
becoming Chairman and guiding the 
Centre through difficult economic times to 
the present day. 

Councillor 
Garry Wall 

(Leader) 

Victoria 
Chalmers 

MBE 

Victoria has been instrumental in setting 
up and providing leadership of Time 4 
Children. 
This Charity provides much needed 
emotional and practical support for 
children who are particularly vulnerable 
in our communities many of whom have 
experienced severe emotional trauma. 
Whilst recently receiving national 
recognition, this award brings into focus 
her work at a truly local level and is fully 
deserved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Nominated 

By 
Nominee Citation 

West 
Hoathly 
Parish 

Council 

Rosemary 
Williams 

Rosemary has lived in the village for 
nearly 40 years with her husband. In 
1979 along with another local resident she 
organised a Senior Citizens' Christmas 
lunch in the Village Hall. This tradition 
continued for 37 years with Rosemary 
overseeing the cooking of 4 turkeys and 14 
large Christmas Puddings with all the 
trimmings. In 2017 the baton is being 
passed on and the Parish Council would 
like to recognise Rosemary for her hard 
work. 

Worth 
Parish 

Council 

Robert 
Atkins 

Over the last 52 years as leader, some 
1600 youngsters have benefitted from 
Bob's care, and he is remembered with 
affection and pride by many, who say that 
he was a significant influence on their 
lives. A recipient of the Scouting Silver 
Acorn, it would be fitting for his 
community to recognise his phenomenal 
dedication. 
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