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Appendix LP1: Zone of Theoretical Visibility mapping – site wide 
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Appendix LP2: ZTV mapping for development parcels 
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The town 
that nature built

Natural World Winter 2010

Cambourne: a multi-award winning development by Taylor Wimpey and Bovis

RANDALL THORP  Canada House, 3 Chepstow Street, Manchester, M1 5FW.    T: 0161 228 7721   E: mail@randallthorp.co.uk  

MASTERPLANNING             LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE             URBAN DESIGN             ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING



NaturalWorld

The town
that nature built
Cambourne could have been just another new town. Only here, the developers 
and the local Wildlife Trust created homes for wildlife too. Liz Walker reports
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ine miles west of Cambridge, 
Cambourne could be anywhere in 
modern Britain. Homes rise up in a 
proliferation of styles and colours: cream 
render, pink bricks, blue pantiles, black 
weatherboards. Property isn’t cheap, but 

at least here young families get more bedrooms for their 
buck. By 2012, the developers hope to have built at least 
4,250 houses here, providing homes for 11,000 people.

And yet Cambourne is extraordinary. Built on former 
farmland, it’s the UK’s first new town where wildlife  
has been encouraged to make its home alongside  
people. Among and around the new houses are mature 
woodlands and hedgerows, new lakes and meadows, 
restored ditches and ‘greenway’ wildlife corridors. In fact, 
60 per cent of the 417ha site has been left as ‘green 
infrastructure’ for people to enjoy, and for wildlife to 
move into. What was once an agricultural prairie is  
now rich in wildlife, with new species still pouring in. 
And that is down to close cooperation between the 
developers, the landscape architects and the Wildlife 
Trust for Beds, Cambs, Northants and Peterborough.

“We became involved in the Cambourne 
development very early on,” explains chief executive 
Brian Eversham. “We always scrutinise large planning 
applications carefully, and offer advice if relevant. In the 
end, we were pleased to see that the master plan aimed 
to keep the best habitats – three blocks of old woodland, 
six farm ponds, a few stretches of hedgerow and patches 
of grassland – and then to link them together with 
wildlife corridors and an eco-park.” 

The Trust then worked with the developers to 
optimise the town’s wildlife potential. “We worked very 
closely with Randall Thorp, the landscape architects,” 
says Brian, “advising on planting schemes and making 
sure that management was tailored to the needs of 
wildlife. They were very receptive and imaginative, 
even creating a modern version of ridge-and-furrow in 
the meadows, using old Cambridgeshire varieties of fruit 
trees in the community orchard, and even agreeing to 
have sheep grazing some of the grasslands.”
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“The site had so few natural landscape features to work 
with,” says Randall Thorp’s Dick Longdin. “It was an 
arable farmland with isolated pockets of woodland, 
overgrown ditches and straggly hedges, some flailed 
almost to the ground. One field was 300 acres of wheat. 
We were determined to retain and restore these features, 
keeping them in the public realm, to build character.” 

The four new lakes were a wildlife-friendly solution 
to flood alleviation. “We extended the existing ditches 
to link up with the new lakes and reedbeds,” explains 
Dick. “These were designed to take excess storm water, 
slowly releasing it through a controlled outlet – quite 
pioneering for 1995. It was so new that Anglian Water 
insisted we laid huge concrete pipes underground as 
well, but of course we’ve never needed them.” 

To reduce lorry trips, no spoil was removed from the 
site. Instead, it became Crow Hill in the new country 
park – a grassland now buzzing with meadow insects, 
ground-nesting birds and butterflies. Allotments next 
door benefit from the ready supply of pollinators. 

(Argiope bruennichi)

(Erythromma najas)

(Emberiza calandra)

 (Arvicola amphibius)

“Here children grow up with 
nature. We’re undoing some of the 
damage of the previous century.”

A few of Cambourne’s other residents
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The neighbouring eco-park is another wildlife 
magnet. Grassland, woodland, ponds, reedbeds and 
marshes accommodate all manner of bird, mammal and 
amphibious wildlife, extant and incoming. It’s a godsend 
for Cambourne’s many young families, although it 
wasn’t strictly built as an educational resource.

BCNP Wildlife Trust manages these wild spaces in 
exchange for an office HQ and garden. As soon as the 
builders have gone, the Trust will take over the freehold 
of the wild areas too. Within a couple of decades, Brian 
Eversham reckons, their wildlife value could be up to 
the standard of a decent nature reserve. “Walking to 
work is always interesting. I never know what I might 

see,” he says. “I’d never have guessed that Cambourne 
would have been home to Cambridgeshire’s first wasp 
spiders, or that the buzzing in our office window would 
turn out to be a hornet hoverfly – and the following 
week, the fluttering of a rare red-tipped clearwing moth 
– both stunning beasts. Most important, perhaps, is the 
influence of the wildlife and exciting green spaces on  
the people: children growing up with trees and flowers, 
birds and badgers as a part of everyday life. I’m always 
cheered to see children cycling through the woods to 
school, or a family walking in the meadows on their 
way to the shops. We’re undoing some of the damage  
of the previous century.”

(Triturus cristatus)

(Meles meles)

 (Gallinago gallinago)

(Pipistrellus pipistrellus)
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What Cambourne can teach other developments

NaturalWorld

“We have instant access to green space to relax in”

The Truman Show
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