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Mr. T. Clark 
Solicitor to the Council 
Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands, Oaklands Road 
Haywards Heath 
RH16 1SS 
 
27 November 2013 
 
 
Dear Mr Clark, 
 
Polling Places Consultation  
 

Burgess Hill Labour Party thanks you for drawing our attention to the Mid Sussex District 
Council Polling Places consultation and wishes to make the following submissions. 
 
In respect of the specific polling stations: 
 
Burgess Hill Victoria  (KFA) – Age Concern in Fairfield Road is a poor location at the 
extreme north end of the ward. We suggest alternatives could be The Kings Church, 
Victoria Road or possibly St Edward the Confessor Church, Royal George Road. 
 
Burgess Hill Victoria  (KFB) – The Triangle is a long way from anywhere in the ward, but 
unless accommodation can be found in Tesco’s store we cannot suggest an alternative. 
 
Burgess Hill Leylands (KC) – We agree that the Marle Place Annexe is an unsuitable 
location and suggest an alternative of the Community Centre at Sidney West. 
 
Burgess Hill Dunstall (KEE) – St Edward the Confessor is not in the ward. If this is used 
for Burgess Hill Victoria (KFA) – see above – then perhaps accommodation could be 
found in the Woolpack Pub? 
 
Burgess Hill Meeds (KDA) – St Wilfrids Parish Hall in Station Road is at the extreme edge 
of the ward. We would suggest that Woodlands Meads special needs School in 
Chanctonbury Road would be a possibly more convenient location. 
 
 
Your document ‘Returning Officer Comments for Mid Sussex District’ states that the 
District Council should endorse the principle of ‘designating that the polling place for any 
particular polling district should be the entirety of the District Council ward’ and that ‘it is 
neither practical or desirable to designate all of the District’s polling places within their 
allocated polling district.’  Burgess Hill Labour Party would contest both of these 
assertions. 
 
We believe that it is essential that the right to vote should be as easy to exercise as 
possible. If the polling station is a long way from where the elector lives it is a disincentive 
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to attend the polling station especially if personal transport is not available. Indeed, when 
asking electors why they do not vote a common response is the location of the polling 
station. Burgess Hill Labour Party would strongly urge the council to retain two polling 
stations for Burgess Hill Meeds, Burgess Hill Victoria and Burgess Hill Dunstall.  
 
Indeed, we believe that the Council should go further and establish a second polling 
station for Burgess Hill St Andrews at the Pavilion at Worlds End Recreation Ground, as 
St Andrews Church is on the extreme corner of a large ward. A second polling station for 
Burgess Hill Franklands would be welcomed to serve the Kings Way area but regrettably 
there does not appear to be a suitable location to suggest. 
 
Whilst on this subject, it seems ludicrous that residents of Valebridge Road between 
Rocky Lane and Valebridge Close have to travel to Ansty Sports and Social Club in order 
to vote. We suspect that few so do. 
 
Your covering comments refer to the ‘need to staff all of these stations stretches the 
reserve of experienced and able presiding officers and poll clerks’. Although not 
specifically stated we suspect that cost may be a factor that you are taking into account. 
Burgess Hill Labour Party believes that no reasonable expense should be spared to 
enable every voter who so wishes to exercise their right to vote, in person, at a polling 
station and we do not believe that it would not be possible to train staff to undertake 
polling station duties. 
 
Your second point refers to polling stations not necessarily being located within their 
allocated polling district. We understand that this is sometimes a necessity if a suitable 
building is simply not available. Burgess Hill Labour Party strongly believes that it would be 
most unfortunate if a policy of combining polling places resulted in any polling station not 
being within their allocated polling district unless it is not possible to locate it therein. 
 
Burgess Hill Labour Party believe that the need for local, suitable polling stations will be 
necessary at least until the ability to vote electronically from home becomes possible. 
 
Would you please arrange for our comments to be considered by the council. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

David Chalkley,  
Secretary, Burgess Hill Labour Party 


