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MID SUSSEX DISTRIc:I COUNCIL 

BYELAWS made under Section 81 of the Public Health,Act, 1936, with respect to 
nuisances in the District of Mid Sussex. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

FOR PREVENTING THE KEEPING OF ANIMALS SO AS TO BE PREJU,DICIAL TO HEALTH. 

No person shall keep any.poultry or pigeons within twenty feet of a 
dwellinghouse, unless the place in which the poul,try or pigeons are kept 
is maintained in a cleanly and wholesome condition. 

No person shall keep any swine within one hundred feet of a 
dwellinghouse, unless the place in which the swine are kept is in as 
clean a condition as is reasonably practicable. 

No person shall keep any swine, or deposit any swine dung, on any place 
within fifty feet of a dwelling-house: 

Provided that this by~aW shall not apply -

(i) Where the place on which the swine are kept, or the dung is 
deposited, is not within the same curtilage as the dwelling
house, and such ,place was being lawfully used for that 
purpose at the time when the dwellinghouse was erected and 
has been continually so used since that time; or 

(ii) For a period of twelve months from the date hereof where 

(a) the dwelling-house, was erected before the swine 
were so kept, or the dung was so deposited, and 

(b) such place was being lawfully used for such 
purpose at the date hereof and continues to be 
so used during those twelve months. 

Any person who keeps a goat, horse, ass, mule or donkey or any cattle or 
swine in a building or structure which is within fif·ty feet of any 
dwelling-house other than tha t which he occupies himself shall provide 
in c.:mnectlon with that buildin'g or structure, -

(a) a drain which effectively conveys all urine and liquid filth 
and refuse from the building or structure into a sewer or 
cesspool; and 

(b), a suitable receptacle for solid filth which complies with 
the following requirements:-

(i) its bottom or floor shall be above the 'surface 
of the adjacent ground; 

(ii) . it shall be so constructed and maintained tha t 
the contents cannot escape or soak away; 

,(iii) it shall be equipped with an effective cover, 
which shall be kept in position except when 
filth is being placed in or removed from it; 

(iv) its contents shall be removed at least once a 
week. 
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PENALTIES 
5. 

! Any person contravening any of the foregoing bYlaws shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one h~ndred pounds and in the 
case of a continuing offence to a further fine not exceeding five pounds 
for each day during which the offence continues after conviction •. 

THE COMMON SEAL of MID 
SUSSEX DISTRICT CQUNCIL 
was affixed hereto this 

j(Wl:l" day of.]:::,,,,l.., 1986. 

Authorised Signatory. 

DET 5340 

The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed 

T 

I 
I 
I 

and shall come into operation on 1st September , 

by the Secretary of State for the Environment 

1986. 
~. n I 

~.A? ·",,>L";{1g..-'(/' '1',. (I r~C"JLI"'_1 '/ I Z5"v~1 -':'.'" 
. ;'~"y q I 

Signed by au.thori ty An Losistealb Secretary 
of the Secretary of 
State 

i'-'PI ~ 1986. 

in .the Department of 

the Environment. 

c 
~ .. 
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MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

STRAW AND STUBBLE BURNING 

Byelaws made under Section 235 of the Local Government Act 1972 
by the District Council of ~lid Sussex for the Good Rule and 
Government of the Mid Sussex District and for the prevention and 
suppression of nuisances 

EXTENT OF BYELAWS 

1. These Byelaws shall extend to the whole of the District of 
Mid Sussex 

RESTRICTIONS ON BURNING 

2. No person shall, on agricultural land, commence to burn any 
straw or stubble remaining on such land after the harvesting 
of any cereal crop which has been grown thereon, or cause or 
permit to commence the burning of such straw or stubble at 
any time ~ 

3. 

(a) during the period beginning one hour before sunset and 
ending at sunrise; or 

(b) on any Saturday, Sunday or Bank Holiday. 

No person shall commence to burn or cause or 
commence the burni ng of such straw or stubbl e 
area in which it is intended to burn such straw 
is more than 150 metres from any other area where 
or stubble is being burned. 

permit 
unless t 
or stlibb 
such sir 

4. (1) No person shall commence to burn or cause or'permit 
COr.1mence the burni ng of any area of such straw or stubb 
unless that area does not exceed 10 hectares and -

(a) without prejudice to sub~paragraphs (b) and (c) belo 
is bounded on all si des by a firebreak constructed 
removing so far as is reasonably practicable all su 
straw from a stri p of 1 and not 1 ess than 5 metres 
width and either cultivating or ploughi'ng that strip 
land; and 

(b) subject to sub~paragraph (c) below, where any part of 
that area is within 15 metres of any of the following 
objects, th~t is to say any hedgerow, tree or telegraph 
pole, a firebreak is constructed by removing so far as 
is reasonably practicable, and to a distance of not 
less than 25 metres from that object, all such straw 
from a stri p of 1 and not 1 ess than 15 metres in wi dth 
between that area and that object, and ei ther 
culti vati ng that stri p or p10'ughi ng not 1 ess than 5 
metres in width of that strip; and 

(c) where any part of that area is within 25 metres of any 
of the objects specified in paragraph (2) below, a 
fi rebreak is constructed by removi ng so far as is 
reasonably practicable all such straw from a strip of 



land not less than 25 metres 
and that object and either 
ploughing not less than 5 
strip. 

in width between that area 
cultivating that strip or 
metres in vii dth of'that 

(2) The objects referred to in paragraph (l)(c) above are -

( 3 ) 

( a) 

( b ) 

( c ) 

( d) 

( e ) 

( f) 

( g ) 

( h ) 

any residential building; 

any structure having a thatched roof; 

any building, structure, fixed plant or machinery 
the greater part of ~hich is constructE~ of 
combustible material or glass or both; 

'any schedul ed monument the greater part of whi ch 
is constructed of com~ustible material; 

any stack of hal or straw; 

any accu,,;'ll ati on of 
thaG straw removed 
firebreak; 

combustible material 
in the construction 

any standi ng cereal, oil seed or pulse crop; 

any 1V00dland or nature reserve. 

other 
of a 

and 

Hhere for the purposes of constructing a firebreak 
required by this Byelaw it i s necessary to measure a 
distance from a tree the distance s hall be measured 
from the trunk of the tree. 

5. No person shall coml;!ence to burn or cause or permit to 
commence the burni ng of such straw or stubbl e on any day 
unless not less than one hours Notice has been given on that 
day to the County Fire Control of the Hest Sussex County 
Fire Brigade and, if available, such officer of the ~lid 
Sus sex Dis t ric t Co u n c i 1 as the Co u n c i 1 may a p poi n t for the 
purpose of receiving such Notice. 

6. No person shall burn or cause or permit the burning of any 
area of such straw or stubble unless during the whole time 
the material is burning the operation is under the 
supervisio,n of at least two responsible persons present at 
the burning of that area, of whom one is in charge of the 
operation and is experienced in the burning of straw or 
stubble. 

7. No person shall, without reasonable excuse, burn or cause or 
per mit th e bur n i n g of any are a of s u c h s t r a VI or stu b b 1 e 
unless during the Vlhole of the time the material is burning 
the foll owi ng means for fi gllti ng fi re are avai 1 abl e at the 
burning of that area, that is to say ~ 



(a) not less than 500 litres of water in one or more mobile 
contai ners together with a means of di spensi ng the 
water for fire f~ghting purposes; and 

(b) not less than five implements suitable for use for 
firebeating purposes. 

8. The occupier of the land on which such straw or stubble has 
been burned shall not, without reasonable excuse, permit any 
ash or carboni sed resi dues, not incorporated into the soi 1 
of the land, to remain for a period of more than 36 hours 
after the commencement of the burni ng on an area on I'lhi ch 
straw or stubble has been burned. 

DEFENCE 

'9., In proceedings against any person for an offence ~nder 
Byelaw 3 or 6 above it shall be a defence for that person to 
prove that he had taken all reasonable precautions and 
exerci sed all due di 1 i gence to avoi d the commi ssi on of the 
offence. 

PENAL TY 

10. Any person contravening any of these Byelaws shall be liable 
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £2,000. 

INTERPRETATION 

11. In these Byelaws 7 

"combustible material" means material capable of undergoin! 
combustion; 

"combusti on" 
production of 
both; 

means 
he at, 

combustion 
usually with 

by oxi dati on 
incandescence 

with th, 
or flame 0' 

"nature reserve" has the same meaning as in Section 15 0' 

the National Parks and Access to the Countryside ,Act 1949 
and 

"scheduled monument" has the same meaning ,as in Section 1 0 
the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

REVOCATIONS 

12. Byelaw 27 of the Byelaws for the Good Rule and Government of 
the District of Mid Sussex and for the prevention and 
suppression of nuisances made by the District Council of Mid 
Sussex under Section 235 of the Local Government Act 1972 on 
the 2nd day of May 1978 and confirmed by o~e of Her 
t1ajesty's Assistant Under Secretaries of State on the 13th 
July, 197 is hereby revoked. 

THE COMMON SEAL of MID SUSSEX 
DISTRICT COUNCIL was affixed 
hereto thi;; S"" 
day. of J~ 1985 

Chief Executive 



MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

DOGS FOULING FOOTWAYS AND GRASS VERGES 

BYELAWS made by the Cou~cil of HID SUSSEX DISTRICT under Section 235 of 

the Local Government Act 1972 for the g~od rule and government of the 

District of MID SUSSEX and for the prevention and suppression of 

nuisances. 

EXTENT 

l(l) These byelaws apply throughout the District of MID SUSSEX to 

(a) the footway of any highway; and 

(b) a grass verge wh'ich is not more than 4 metres wide and is 

i. adjacent to the carriageway or footway of a highway; 

and is 

ii. managed by a local authority and maintained in good 

order. 

1(2) Notice of the effect of these byelaws shall be given by signs 

placed in such positions as'the Council may consider adequate to inform 

persons using the footways and grass verges specified in paragraph (l) 

above. 



! 
I 

I 
INTERPRETATION 

2. In these byelaws: 

"The Council" means the Council of MID SUSSEX DISTRICT 

"CarriagewayP, Pfootway" and Phighway" have the same meanings as 

in the Highways Act 1980. 

DOGS FOULING FOOTWAYS AND GRASS VERGES 

3. Every persori in charge of a dog (other than a registered blind 

person in charge of a dog) who permits the dog to foul a footway or 

grass verge (being a footway or grass verge to which these byelaws 

apply) by depositing its faeces thereon shall be guilty of an offence. 

Provided that in proceedings for an offence against this byelaw it 

shall be a defence for the person charged to prove that he took 

all reasonable precautions and exercised all due diligence to 

avoid the commission of the offence. 

4. (1) For the purpose of these byelaws the keeper of the dog shall 

be deemed in charge thereof. unless the Court is satisfied that at the 

time when the dog fouled the footway or grass verge it had been placed 

in or taken into the charge of some other person. 

(2) In paragraph (1) above "the keeper" shall include the owner 

Df the dog or any person who habitually has it in his possession. 

PENALTY 



/ -- .--.. -~ ... 
5. Any person offending agains t this byelaw shall be liable on ,_ .. -.:; c,, 

~ . ../ ... , 
, _-..' / 

summary conviction. to a fine not exceeding Gt:19 1:p't=lg,reg, j39'c.HteS (tlgg), \<:~~:~~'-/ 
I-~v{:-"- mG Ci'.J 'lH(:- '$Tl4.N~Af b so-\L(-

The Common Seal of 

HID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

was hereunto affixed this 12l'l 

day of A0~d:-- 1988 

in the presence of: 

Authorised Officer. 

rhe foregoll,g (,vel"w .. , (5 ~ hereoy confirmed by the Secretary of Stats 
~. . 

and shall corne mlo O~8""'OI, on rne X)' day of l\l"cMi5(:-t. ·,198~ • 

--lome Off! C!I 

U)NDON, SW1'. 

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State 

C [ seOBlE 

A:n As$Jst:ml Untlar:Se~ DJ fi:fdI 
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BYELAWS 

made under section 164 of tlie Public l-iealth Act, 1875 and sections 12 and 15 of the 
Open Spaces Act 1906 by the Mid Sussex District Council with respect to the 
pleasure ground! namad in the Schedule herelo. 

1. Throughout these byelaws the expression lithe. Council" means the Mid 
Sussex District Council and the expression lithe pleasure ground!! means any of 
the pleB8Ure grounds named In the Schedule hereto. 

2. Any act necessary to the proper execution of his duty In the pleasure 
ground by any person employed by the Council shall not be' deemed an offence 
against these byelawa. 

J. A person shall not In the pleasure ground: 

(a) climb any wall or fence In or enclosing the pleasure ground, or any 
tree, barrier, raIlIng, post, or other erection therein; 

(b) without reasonable excuse remove or dIsplace any part of any 
barrier, railing, post,' seat, erection .or ornament in the pleasure 
ground, or any implement provided for use in the laying out or 
maintenance thereof; 

(c) except In the exercIse of any lawful right or privlIege, ride any· 
bicycle, tricycle or other similar machine; • 

(d) walk, run, !;Itand, sit or lie upon any grass, turf, or other place 
where adequate notice to keep off such grass, turf, or other place 
Is exhibited; 

(e) walk, run, stand, sit or lie upon any flower bed, shrub or plant, or 
any ground In course of preparation 89 8 flower bed, or for the 
.growth of any tree, .9hrub, or plant~ 

(f) without reasonable excuse bethe, wade, or wash In any ornamental 
leke, pond, stream or other water, or foul or pollute any such 
water; 

(g) without lawful excu.se or authorit'y klll, molest or wilfully disturb 
any animal, bird or fI.9h, or engage in hunting, shooting or fishIng, 
or the .9ottlng of traps or nets or the laying of snares; 

(h) without the authority of the Council, erect any post, raIl, fence, 
pole, tent, booth,. stand, building, or other structure; 

(j) remove or dl.9place any soil, turf or plant: 



I 

:11"" .",.,.(1), seU" or.,o{r."r. Qr. ~xpO!j:e..roI':,sale, or'i~et t.Q",hil'e,· or .0Ver .or expose 
'" ,Ifor lettl,~ to t;Jlre, anY."CO:T:T1modity: .or" a~IrJe", u~IeS9~ lin pursuan~e 

:Iror., all a,9f"e;tmen.t w,lttt .ttle Council, Qr otherjw.lse".Jn l~hE1,.e)("erc:iBe!o of 
allY lawful right~. pr- prh!,pe,ge~ he .Is ~:u)~h.9,r~se,d~, .tq I,~ll 91' ~~t.; to ,hire 

,-!" 

In the pleasure ground such commodity or article. . 
.. " \ " ! "It' .,' ./ t"o!, , "'I ','- "H' II r:0I' ,,'-':""1. I (. , ~i 

(~)oI. IntentIonally .obstruct, ,disturb" or "a.nnl:;t,)", arw _IPth~r!,.per:~l;m 11),., ~he 
",'." I:', .. " 'prQper". use ~: .of .. the pleasure, i.ground", or.",,!nter;1tlonally '! obs,g.l,JGt ~pr 

~ ,. 

'1'1' dlstur,b, ,any person employ_ed by,. thei COUl;'lCll, ,in, ttle, pl;oper.,',,,,x~cutlon 
of hls .. "duty, or.,of. a~'y work In conileotion"wJth t'1~"la)"nl]! .Qutv.or 
maintenance of the pleasure ground; 
. 'I .• ' p' • 11!~' 1 ": '''' ,,' ~ "'\' ( .... , ".''', " P: "_ I ~: 

,0) take, part In any, meeting or procession or ,pubJiC' discussIon .. without 
the prIor consent of" the CouncllJ : .",: ". ~ -. ,.~,; 

:: I,~ d'" , •... ,"", ,r" ,.." ,'" ,d~ .... , 
.\ It ,em). ", except. In the ,exercise of any lawful ,right or. ,privilege, haye '.In, his 

'_""; "~ "" possession any- fir.e: arm" unless it ,Is"sojlcovered, w.itt" a : securely 
q; '", (I !, fastl'ned gun ,cQver"that .ito,cannot·be, flredjili '!'l"', 'I' r .... y'·~.: 
',: ," 
'" ,.... (n) 

,- ~ "'" 

',," " 'I ", ",-Ir, ',01' ,.1, _<or' 

,drlva,""pltcl"l ~or chip, e, solid golf 'ball except an, any· part ,.of ..... ,the 
pleasure ground set aside by the' Council, as golf, 'link!!; ,or" B .puttlng 
course. 

" I :' \"" "'1<' ' .. " 'II,' .. "Ir. ··d' j' 'i,,'" lH~!!:": 

4·: .. ··,A' per80n "~han:!not,'\unleS8"'BUthor.l!led, byLthe·,G:ouncil or otherwise indhe 
excerclse of any lawful right or privilege, bring or cause to !::Se brought- Into·,the 
pleasure ground any cattle, si:leep, goats, or pigs. 

'\," I,' '" .,'" ,,.,11 I' :,.. .'" '~,,'r:(, ... I~ ~"\'" , ,. ':~. 

5. A person shell no't, except In the exercise .of,- any' lawful right or 
privilege, bring or causa to be brought into the pleasure ground any barrow, 

"truck,. machine or V9hlcle other. than',.:.> ;. ~ ",\ , .. , "Pi'" "),, II! ~ 1" 
',i,'l'.' 

(.) 

'. '." " '(b) 

"~ .,' "k'; .,:!: Ir", ':'; 

8 wheeled bicycle, trIcycle or;'ather''8lmiler m~thine;· 

'a' 'wheel-c:halr -or porambulator 'drawn or pt"Opelled:'by' hand 'and used 
for the conveyance of a child~r:chlldreh"or"'8n' In'w'alid.; 

,,~, Pr.dvided 'that! where the Cou'ncll set"!apllrf:'u' '!pace 'in the: pleasu're ground 
": for. the 'use of any etass of vehicle, this byelaw"shall not, be"deemed to prohibit 

the 'drlvfng, In, 'or to' tha.t· space by the specified rol.lto"'off, anY""'ehlcle of the 
tla"ss for which It Is ·set EiptJrt;· .. ! :''''I!,ll' .->;.~,,~ ,.'1 I, 

:6~\'" 1''''lt\ per~lon who' ,brings '0 vehicle into, the 'pleasure 'ground'shall not 'Wheel or 
. '.!I:tliltIt1:h·:Ct 'Ol)er~'br 'upon '_ i."'J~.\ "I) .... " .': I,",m'" 1 ,-'1 

,.'\-:~-"~"""'" ,~"'" .,,: ~~'f'''' ". 1"" r;'.'~.'.)' " •. ' -'",",' ", 
'"'-:''t: (a) 

".~ , 

';'!!!my 'flower 'bed,: shrub,"'Ot~--"plant,l<"Or""Bny'~ground In course of 
preparatIon as a flower bed, or for the growth 'of' 'any tree, shrub, 
or plant; 

t~i .'.';1 if' '"I' '''r. .,i, - ·,,1''; 'l'f:'.' 
, . 

~",,-' -(b)', ~ny: pelt) of ple's:sure"'ground wh'ers' the"Council by- 9 notice :board 
n '. I' .. ,- 'I hnr. '"'aff[~d liar," s~t ·:"ttP'·"ln ' some '''con!tpicuou'!ll posil:ion tnT the-!' ~leu.l:tt1re 
". ,.. I, hnr. :ijro\Jnt:t prohI-bit,r1't""u "being wheeled dr' stationed. '", • -") \:: . .J.' 

'1,"\ '··'·J"I'~''';t'· 



7. 'A pJr~'on shari"not' affix any"b'm~'"plac:arCl,' or riodc~, t~ 'or uporiTany wall 
Or fence 'In or enc!o'sJiig "the'('pJeasure' grourid;: or to 'or t1~Hir','any 'tree, or plant, 
or to or' upon"any'p'ert of ahy \:)ulTding, b'Brr'ler~ or i'aiHn91' orl'ofr'any seat, or of 
eny otHer eredlon'or'~ornement In the' pleasure ground. Ii, "",.'1' '."'i: 

,,~''''I.~,; :.'; 'I"""".'" d "10" !l";,,,"fl 'n,'I~":~h" ,:. "f 

8. A ,person shall not cause or suffer any d~g belongin9, to him or In his 
"i6ha~ge"'~'6:''''ij:['1tlfr''or !fErmatn".'!n lhe':'pi'easure" 'g'round, i.lnle~~lls~'ch ddg'! be and 
I. corit'iriJa ~ to !;je-' 'u;,der!rpro'per'~ cohtrol, and be effechiellY' res't:hiilNeCl from causing 
(I(lmnoyat1ce···~to· any' p"rson; 'and"'froni 'worrying Or' 1 i::IistOrbi~g'!"any animal or 
"! wlite'rrowl, ..... 'arld from' entering" any Ornamental:' or' 'other watertJl' I" 

" ... ,i,·I;, ""I~~'ln 'JIL' (I~'n"'n'ifllll""ll 

9. Where the Council set apart any part of the pleasure ground as described 
" fr'i':fj-. netk'lft fj'oi:lrd" atfl9::eci"' 01": ~et up" in' 'some !"'coosp'lcuous pt:i!ltlbK'lin the! pleasure 

ground, for the purpose of any qame specifie't!: itVthe"'nO'tlc'e -tsb'ard, which, by 
rea~'IOn of the rules or manner of playing, or for the prevention of damage, 

'I"'danger,'; or 'dlsc"dhiThrt" to 'any pe'rtion ','in the plea'sure 'ljtbuHd ~Wi'a'f"nec~l!)!ltate, at 
:'any ',tlme daring t thEfl' continuance' of ·tf.tet game, the' exclusive "GsB-"'tiY the player or 

players of any space In:!ruch' partl'of'the)pleasurlf'-gt'iJund' J a"petson shall not in 
any space elseWhere in the pleasure ground play or take part In any game so 

"gpecHled"ln ·such'9 r11ariner "ds'·td'8'X.clude' per~th1i1 ribt 'pl.!fYing-'o~,; taking part in 
·tt1~'.game·"frbm:th·fhuse'of'!Ut:h:a sp"ace~ .'11 •• (", ';" ',",,!',,;., '"'~, ,., ')/:"' 

.' !l1r'j) 

10. A person using the pleasure ground and playing or taking part in any 
. 'game for,," whith ·thei:-er.tt:iliislve' rusel dh,an~,... '!JP'scB"'Iil""the' 'pleijSlite, '"ground thas be'en 

set epart',snall' .~.. : ~r.I·'· I" ~!ld"l"" ';I('·;lJ'o'I ... ·' l' )llr'i') !'.Ii",,;.l "i;r, /.) ':.';··'i~'~I""·' 

(8) 
~ .. " ;' "l 

f'I.:U! 'Jr, .ry· ..... '; .qn',r f " .:1 lj~", "r,-; 1,., "p fnll~{~"lq 

not play on the space any game other than the game for which it 
"Is"set:apatt; ml! '11 ,') ,):: it~,:· :';'P~'" 

.,"'." .J'~(: '.i' tll'!"·l" ',"""'~'nlr; ""1/,1 ·:',!n. 'r"':If'lf"i ·10"1 )'.1 "'1;:-"1.:~::-' -'I'~ f";', '·r:.~'tV\'11i 

(b) in preparing for playing an~,' ,in' playing/" use,' reasorieble ca'ret'; to 
prevent undue interference with the proper use of the pleasure 
grUtftltlrby DtHer;~persdnspl' ~h'l ",:' ,-"" 1 r'·"::"_~I.jloy" \",:';' 

:".' ·.(c):r,~; ... wher1''''the~C'e is';,ai\1eady''oocupied by:;otherf:rplayers noutbegin to 
play:lher.eornrwithout,·, thEiir': permissio[1;!I!i,,~ '(Vtfk:',:"; "I'U 'r'i' 

";,'r:'nr ·(d)'N'!whete,lthe-uoexclustveqj.1Jse',,"of.'::':,.f:he space, ha!tv bef![I '_granted by the 
o'1',"~'" -".1 ',,, ·Councll: for the;'playlng'~or" a match", not rp'ay 'on, that \~:$pa~~ later 

"rp ", "i_,,,'I;, than. a·.quarter. Of.j):m"ilcur,"before ·"thB" tim!!:', f.~ed.·.fort t.tlel.!b,.,'glnfllng 
of the match unless he Is taking part~,thereiRh:' ',': '.!~'.!-'''''.".: ~f,0 ,,:.r'(,1":r 

" l,,;,'" '.,(e) ~I:lxcept't ,w~ere ·1,th&!.r~"cbJsi.yei use of, thaT' space~~l1as "pe6!J1;g~anted, ;by 
the Council for the playing of a match in Which,f.hB:·~,il!:I:,l.akilig'l1art, 
not use the space for a longer time than two hours continuously, if 

'., C,~"1j,""" 'J) Bny'r,other.1ipla.yer.or·iplay;ers1maks knowh to' him a,~y.'ish .~9·' use the 
~"'r~;! .,,.- • .'(space. ,J ..... ,. , ..... ' .. ) ,,;~ 'I' .!)~~J;1 ',~, " '11 i ";' ""n;J~'':'-~'~~;';'ln 

(.1, I r')':7 ,,,!,, 
11. A person shall not in any part of the pleasure ground which may have 

1;' been .setr,!apart by~ :,the.o'Councll for, any game,"p"l~ din ta-ke:J_ P;Ol'!t in J.B'ny game 
. when "th&..,~tate of the', ground or other :.cause ,;.makes ,,{b unf·ithl'Ql11lille and a notice 

Is set up In some "conspicuous posltloo :pr,Qh\bibingi,,~p18Y", ~!th~t part of the 
pleasure ground. 



12. A person wl)o has attained the age specified in such notice shall not use 
sny apparatus on the pleasure groun~ which by a notice afflxad or set upon or 
riear thereto has been set apart by the Council for the exclusive use of persons 
under that age. 

,13. Every persp'n who shall Infringe any, byel~:w' ,,for ' ~h~ ,reg\Jlation of the 
pleasure ground may be removed therefrom' by,";any, pl~Ic,e.,rl of. the Council, or ~y 
any constable, in anyone of the severat 'cas'e; I'le"'eiiiafte~ specified; that is to 
say -

(a) 

(b) 

"\". , ...... ,1 !d"lt-' ":"i""-"':";' j t~"'l~l 

• ", ", ~,,~,.~ .~:!"' .. '~,l ,,',,\\\ ... '" 
Where the Infraction of the byelaw. is. ,co~(I1rt~e~",w,~t~m~r~he view 
of such officer or constable, and "the name "and r~sjdent;;8 of the 
person infringing thq .. byelaw are, unknown. to ,.ar,d ,,,,arJ:OOI;,),e readily 
ascertained by such officer 01: ,,C'onstable; I ~ ';1" :." ~"i""'~~ 

'!i " . .';",.. !f ~ , .: ~ .... " ,,. ~ .", ,~ ... 

Where the infraction of the byel~.~ ,i,~, com'rnl:t,~~d ,vothln4.the view 
of such officer or consta.ble, and, ,.'.from ,J~-=, ... :rJ.~\~ure. ,,~of such 
in'fraCtlon, or from any other fact of v.cbich slJch officer or 
constable may ha,va kri0YiI~dge, Q,r of' ,.whi~1),.~Jhe m.~y',. be credily 
Informed, the'r:,,: m~x,,' p'e reasonable g~ound. rm:.119,"!H.el Jhat the 
continuance Iii' the pleasdre ground of the 'person infringing the 
byelaw 'may result in another in'fractlon of a 'bye-Iaw, or that the 
removal. of such person,.,from",~he pJep.sure 'groond is otherwise 
necessary as a security for 'the 'proper us'e Br:ld ·regulatlon thereof. 

14. Ev'ery 
'on ;U'mmary 

person wh~,. ~,h'a.fr~i~f!.e~~, ~~~(~,~<'~ni";~t:~~,~::b:y~i:flN's ··~al1 be liable 
conviction to, a flOe. not' exceeding nfty ·pounds. 

, • • ." ,"" " .... ',..'. " t '. '" _,,'. ~'r:: .:: 
15. The following by'elaws relating to pleasure grounds' 'are' hereby repealed 

(0) 

(b) 

(6) 

Byelaws made by the former EB~,~r Gt!nst.~a,~ .. ~f~.?r?:h94t:';J.t?,~! Council 
With respect to the pleasurlf. g:our.~ ~n9i~r:l' ,~~, '~IQij,~·;~~t~~~~s Field, 

. East Grinstead on 28th Jury 1958 .• rd ... co~r!r.~~~.:by".:\h~ .. 2~cretary 
of State On 29th September 1958. ( .. " :~'\, .. ,-.~I;"1;~"?"I':i 

By,elaws m'ade 'by the former East GriNstead Urben District Council 
with respect to the .Pleasure Grounds at Mount Noddy, Brookland9 
Park and Sunnyside on the 2nd February 1931, Bnd confirmed by 
the Secretary of State on 24th March 1931. ,,".. .'" ' 

.~ .,',., ~..,.,' _J ""': 

Byelaws made by the former"Cuckfield Urban District Council with 
respect to ple"8sure grounds known' a9 The Heath Recreation Ground, 
MusteI'" Green and Vlctori'e Park, Haywards Heath, Lindfield 
Coml1"\(ln, Lindfleld, and the Recreation Grountl, Cuckfield, on 24th 
October 193, and, confirmed by the Mlnl9ter of Health on 28th 
November 1935. 

(d) Byelaws' made by the 'former "Burgess 'Hill' Urban District COl!ncil 
with respect ·to ·the pleasure grounds known as St. John's Perk, 
Jane's L'ane Racreatlon Ground and Fairfield Road Recraation 
Ground, Burgess Rill, on 5th .... pril 1934, and confirmed by the 

"Minister of Health on the 29th' May 1934. 

Deted this :tw~_~d dayojJy 19 22 . 

~:;nm@::r:~~~~ .. """",,,~,~- :-"-'-. -_~--~,,::, '. J 



.;'" r, ., : 

.".','. ' .. ' ),'; 
SCHEDULE '. ',: :\r~'1I':' vllr· 

-l,: ;,: ',j .v·..,r 

PART [ .:"/~" II·' ~, .r!l;i· 

·.d! '" """,', t1rollnd~"ln 're:lspec{'of which Byelaws are made uri·der:-:~'}';~'\;~7",,,,'.:llil 
,... ". ':' . Section 164 of ' the Public Health Act 1875 :~\'\,.'j_'lt:":" ' ~r~ 

,,~ " -;;1 ,!' !, '-'" I' .. 'I ,'r 11 ",1," • ~ 5' 

King George's Field, East Grinstead 
Mou~~ Noddy' East Grinstead , 

,·:~·i·.' ..,dSrookYs.'nds, p~ri(~;''East· Grinstead"" '" I 
.' ~ .1( S~n.:;Y,s,r5~e, .~~9t· Grlns,tead .. ,."~ ". " l;.,. ,:. 
• ,' -. The r;eath' R:ecreatlon Ground, Haywords Heath 

Muster Green, Haywards Heath . 

: -; 1\\' 

"'''''5'' 

{II ~·I . 

....... )".<. 

. , Victoria PBrk~ Haywards ~Bth 
\"'"'1. ~', 'LJridflE!tld ~td':n' man, U'ndflel'd . . 
',0 ,,-,,~. ","fTht; "~;;c'feafi(;m 'Grd~nd; Ctickfl"ei'd' ::. 

'11,'.-'/ 

.. ,~ ;~r-

"·":''".'St. John's" P'Ill-I<:" Burgess' HIli . "'. ' . 
..... ,.~ .", ,'-, 'M..I ~,. " ·ll ,'." .. ' .• ",~ .• , '''''' .. , ,II, "",' 
",__ ;_.;,Ja~,:,.~s ~an~ R~cre·a,~ion .. Gr:-ound" 8u.rge~".rUI1. ,~" ,,1,'. I.~i 

-:;1;' .\;" .• ::'alrneld ,!%oed Recreation ·Gr!ound".}3!ftgeS3 .. ~II~, 
'.. : ~ I:. . ....,. ,'/, ".,., ,.. ,~' .··~.:~·I·· ,". ."P,"; .,..,,!,.I,'.:' 

.. , .. 
n'h 

. ",. :) ,""":': • . for,," ",~ .. L •. 1,~::/,~A'FfT"\ n.· "':',:;-:S'" ,,; ... , 1, ",:,:~.~::~, , ...... '; '.''''<'~'' .-".,;" 

.:,,-~ of, :-vhlch -ByelaWB, erE!, made under 
of.-.tha .OOen .50Gces, J;\ct, 1906 ",V-.' 

,~,~", .. BI!-l'nts)Y.o~.d, ,t~ay;or.!lr,d~«'~~,':lt~':l'. : .. ,,1 ,D': ,/:!. """':".' ,. ~.f~; 

''1 .• , 

,':,-1' 

:':' , .... : 
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I"he foreGoing b';'ei[.\\'(c} +e ~c hCI(1)y c:.)nf:rt·c~d by t~i8 SCCfc:tCiry 0\ 

and shall come inco Upc'8Uun· en lfl~ btl:: Guy of Oc. faber 1S_. 

Home Office 
LONDON, SW1. 

23 SEP 1982 

": 

Sir,r.cd by 3uthority of the ~ccretnry of State 

/n " \'x .~;jk~ 
/-

..,...- I -I r' ~. ! ac D.:j'-lEY 
An Assistar.t U:1dcr-Se:retary 01 State 

.~ / 
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MID 'SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

BYELAWS 

BYELAWS for the regulation of their baths, etc. " made 
by the Mid Sussex District Council under Section 223 of ~he 
Public Health Act, 1936. 

L In these byelaws -

!tthe Council" means the Mid Sussex District Council; 
"the baths" means any baths, washhouses, swimming baths or 
bathing places under the management of the Council, and 
includes 'any: accommodation provided therein. 

2. No person shall -

(a) enter or attempt to enter the bath" by 
forcible or improper means; 

(b) use the baths without obtaining an ,appropriate 
ticket of admission; 

(c) bring any animal into the baths. 

3. ,No person shall -

"j .-:; -" . . ".-
,',.- .: (a) wilfully annoy or interfere with the pr;!vacy 

of any other person using the baths; (: r 

(b) 

(c) 

wilfully and improperly damage, deface or' 
soil any part of the baths or any tm·;rel, 
swimming trunks or bathing dress provided for 
his use; 
interfere with any officer of the council In the 
performance of his duties. 

4" No person shall -

(a) use any soap' or similar substance in any 
swimming bath or otherwise act in any manner 
likely to affect prejudicially the condition of 
the water therein; 

(b) use any equipment in any swimming bath whiCh is 
likely to cause inconvenience or injury to other 
persons therein; 

ec) enter the baths while knowingly suffering from 
any infectious or contagious disease. 



5. No person shall deposit any litter or rubbish in the 
baths otherwise than in a receptacle provided for that purpose. 

6. No person other than a person duly authorised by the 
counci 1 shall -

(a) bring into the baths any bottle or container 
made of glass or other breakable material unless 
adequately protected from risk of breakage; 

(b) bring into the baths any intoxicating liquor. 

7. Any person who offends agains t any of the foregoing 
byelaws shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

8. Any person contravening any of the foregoing byelaws 
may be eXcluded or removed from the premlS es in ques tion by an 
officer of the council. 

DATED this Twenty-sixth day of August, 1976 

THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 
~aD SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 
HAS AFFIXED HERETO IN THE 
PRESENCE OF:-

~ __ ~ _h __ 

~~~L~,cC/~ -. 
Chairman of the Council 

'v r' f -- "'/ C'·:r '--'-~. 
. . Ad··------Dlstrlct ffilnIstrator 

State for 

come into c;~~~:·2.-::on on /5r:-.Jl.c-c..r..t .......... b(l1--

1'17b 

Signed by authority of 
~L the Secretary of StGte 

{r !1, ~ 1f7& 

III ·~",,,'S"'''Ir-~ ';"'- .. t' , 1····.'...:..,'.~·· ........ Ic:CLr)J 

in tiiQ D;:;pJ.ttr;)cnt of 
the Environment. 

-
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BYELAWS 

for the 

GOOD RULE AND GOVERNMENT 

of the District of Mid Sussex ani for the 
prevention and suppression of nuisances, made by the 
District Council of Mid Sussex under section.235 
0'£ the Local Government Act 1972. 

Music near 1. No 'person shall sound or play upon any musical or noisy instrument or 
houses sing in any street or public place wi thin 100 metr,es of any dwelling

house' or office, after being requested to desist' by any resident or 
occupant ~her.eof,. either personall;y 9!· through a servant, or through a 
Police Constable, on account of the interruption of the ordinary 
occupations or pursuits of any such reside-nt or occup,ant or for other 
reasonable and sufficient cause: .' 

Provided that this Byelaw shall: not apply to properly, conducted 
'religious services, except where the request _ to desist is 'made on the 
ground of the serious illness of any resident of the house. 

Mu, ~ near 2. No person shall sound or play upon q.ny musical or noisy instrument or 
Churches sing in any street or public place within 100 metres of anyplace of 

public worship or public entertainment or'''other place of -public assembly 
'"rin' which persons are for the time being -as·semb'~e4,. 'to"the -annoyance 'or 

disturbance of any person or persons so assemb'led,. after 'being requ~sted 
to desist-by any Police Constable, or by any person s~ annoyed or 

HllSic near 
hospitals 

Or.... .as 

disturbed, or by any person acting on his behalf. '-

3. No_ per~0.n.J;.hal1 sound or play upon any musical or noisy instrument or 
sing in any street or public place within 100 metres of any hospital, 
infirmary, convalescent home, or other place used for the reception or 
treatment of the sick or aged, after being, reques ted to desis t by any 

'Police Constable, or by any resident 'or officer of such hospital or other 
place, or by any person acting on his behalf. 

Provided always that the above Byelaws numbered 1, 2 and 3 shall 
not apply to a band playing in an appointed place or street with the 
sanction of the Local Authority of the District. 

4. '~No p~rson shall, in connection with any roundabout, show, exhibition, 
or performance, placed or held in any street or on any vacant ground 
adjoining or near to any street, make or cause to be made any loud and 
continuous or repeated noise by means of any organ' or other similar 
instrument to the annoyance of residents or passengers. 

, ! 

Noisy 
conduct 
night '" 

5. No person 
?t,Z300 hours and 

any loud noise 

shall in any street or publiC: -place between the hours of 
0600 hours wantonly and continuously shout or otherwise make 
to'the disturbance or annoyance of residents. 

Noisy 6. Any person who by operating or causing or suffering to be operated any 
wireless wireless set, gramophone, amplifier or similar instrument in or on 
sets, any street or public place makes or causes ,or suffers to- be made any noise 
gramophones which is so loud a,nd .so continuous or repeated as to give reasonable cause 
etc. in for annoyance to other persons shall be guilty of an offence. 
streets and 
public 
places 

Provided that this Byelaw shall not apply 'to any wireless set, 
gramophone" amplifier or similar instrument used by a Police Constable or 
a member, of the Fire Service or Ambulance Servi,ce in the exec.ution of his 

1 

duty. 



Noisy 
hawking 

Loitering 
at church 
doors 

Unruly 
behaviour 
on school 
premises 

Fil orks, 
etc. in 
places of 
enter
tainment 

Indecent 
language 
and 
ges tures 

Indecent 
bathing 

Indecent 
she 

7. No person shall, for the purpose of hawking, selling, distributing ~ 
advertising any article, shout or use any bell, gong or other noisy ~ 
instrument in any street or public place so as to cause annoyance to the 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood. 

8. No person shall wilfully and persistently loiter at or near the 
entrance of any chur'ch, chapel or other place of public worship to the 
annoyance or obstruction of any persons going to, attending at, or 
returning from divine service in such church, chapel, or other place of 
public worship. 

9. Any person other than a teacher, child, manager, governor or other 
duly authorised person, being in or ori the buildings, playground, playing 
field or other premises of any county or voluntary school, who, after 
being requested to depart therefrom by the head teacher or the teacher 
acting as the head teacher of such school, or any other person in charge 
of the school for the time being, refuses to depart therefrom and makes 
use of any violent, abusive, profane, indecent or obscene language or 
otherwise behaves in a disorderly manner, shall be guilty of an offence. 

10. No per~on shall, with intent to cause annoyance or inconvenience 
to any person in any place of entertainment to which the public are 
admitted with or without the payment of money, while the public are on 
the premises, throw or let off any firework, stink-bomb or similar article, 
or squirt, spray or otherwise throw cir scatter any offensive liquid, 
powder or substance in any such place as aforesaid. 

11. No person shall in any street or public place, or in any place 
within view ,or hearing of any street or public place, use any indecent 
language or gesture or commit or solicit, incite or provoke any other 
person to commit any indecent act to the annoyance of residents or 
passengers. 

12. No person shall within 200 metres of any street or public place, 
unless effectua'lly screened from view, bathe from the strand or the bank 
of any water or 'from a boat thereon, without wearing a dress or covering 
sufficient to prevent indecent exposure of the person. 

13. No person shall exhibit any indecent show in any street or public 
place or in any place to which persons are admitted with or without 
payment of money. 

14. No person shall spit on the floor, side or wall of any public 
carriage or of any public hall, public waiting room or place of 

\ 
'. 

,public entertainment, whether admission thereto be obtained upon payment or not. 

f oulinglS. (i) No person being in charge of, a dog shall allow the dog to foul 
the footway of any street or public place by depositing its 
excrement thereon:· 

Provided that a person shall not be liable to be 
convicted of an offence against this Byelaw if he 
satisfies the Court that the fouling of the footway 
by the dog was not due to culpable neglect or default on his part. 

(ii) For the purposes of this Byelaw the owner of the dog 
shall be deemed to be in charge thereof, unless the Court 
is satisfied that at the time when the dog fouled the 
footway it had been placed in or taken into the charge of 
some other person. 

2 
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16. No person shall in any street or public place for the purpose of 
selling or advertising any article or obtaining custom tout or 
importune t~ the annoyance or obstruction of any p'assenger. 

17. No person shall on any land adjoining a street play any offensive 
or dangerous game or sport in such a manner as to cause obstruction to the 
traffic or danger to any person in such street. 

18. No person shall in any street or public place, or on any land 
adjoining or near to any street or public place, keep or manage or 
cause to be kept or ma~aged a shooting ,gallery, swingboat, ,'roundabout 
or any other construction of a like character, so as tocause 
obstruction or danger to the traffic in such street or public place. 

19. No person ~hall in any stree,t or public place to the inconvenience 
or danger of passengers carry or convey along any footpath any bag 
of soot, lime.or ot,her offensive substance, or any pointed or edged 

,tools or implements not properly protected. 

20. No person shall in any street, to the annoyance or danger of 
residents or passengers without lawful authority move or tamper with 
any lamp, reflector or other apparatus used for giving warning of, or 
lighting, any obstruction, excavation or other danger. 

21. (i) When, to the knowledge of a person in charge of a vehicle, 
any mud, clay, lime or similar material has fallen on a 
highway from the vehicle, such person shall, if such fallen 
material is likely to cause obstructiDn or danger to 
persons using the highway or injury to the surface of the 
highway, remove or cause to be removed all such fallen 
material from the highway as completely and as soon as is 

. reasonably practicable., 

(ii) the person in charge of a vehicle shall not bring the vehicle 
or permit it to be brought upon a highway unless there has been 
removed from the wheels thereof as completely as is reasonably 
practicable all mud, clay, lime and similar material which is 
li~ely, if not so removed, to cause obstruction or danger to persons using 
the highway or inj ury to the surface of the highway. 

(iii) In this byelaw -

"Person in charge of a vehicle" means the person who whether as 
'owner or otherwise has the charge or control of, a vehicle or 
being present is entitled to give orders to the person having charg'e or 
control; 

";"eh'icle" includes any' trailer and any agricuit~ral implement or 
machine; 

"wheels" includ¢s axles~ runners and tracks. 

(iv) any person contravening, any provision of this byelaw shall be 
,guilty of an offence. 

22. (1) No person shall, so as to injure or be likely to'injure a highway or to 
create or be likely to create a danger or nuisance to persons or traffic using a 
highway, do any of the 'following things, that is to say: 

(a) use or cause or permit to be used on a highway a vehicle loaded with 
wet sand, gravel or other' similar s~bstance if, by reason of the wetness 
of the load and the condition of the vehicle, water drops or leaks 
from the vehicle. Provided that a person shall not be convicted of an 

3 



offence against this sub-paragraph if he proves to the satisfact'; , of the 
court that before the vehicle was driven on to a highway all suc\. 
steps had been taken as were reasonably practicable to prevent water 
from falling from the vehicle while on a highway., 

(b) use or cause or permit to be used on any highway any vehicle 
for the carriage of sand, gravel or other loose substance unless the 
condition of the vehicle is such that no part of the sand, gravel 
or other loose substance so carried will fall to the ground while the 
vehicle is on a highway. 

(c) load a vehicle or cause or permit a vehicle to be loaded with sand, 
gravel or other loose substance for carriage on a highway except in 
such a manner as will prevent the fall of the sand, gravel or other loose 
substance so carried to the ground while the vehicle is on a highway and 
no person shall drive or permit to be driven upon'any highway any such 
vehicle unless the same is loaded in accordance with this 'byelaw. 

(2) In this byelaw ,the expression "vehicle" includes any agricultural 
implement or machine. 

(3) Every person contravening any provision of this byelaw shall be 
guilty of an offence 

'reservation23. No person shall without lawful authority: 
,f road 

, 1argins (i) drive or place a vehicle or motorcycle or cause a vehicle 
or motorcycle to be driven or placed, or 

(ii) ride a bicycle'. tricycle or other similar machine" or' 

(iii)ride or lead any horse, or cause any horse to be ridden or 
led upon any road margin to' which this byelaw applies. 

This byelaw applies to any road margin which is -

(a) in or beside a public road other than a trunk road vested in the 
Secretary of State for the Environment; 

(b) laid or sown with grass or planted with trees, shrubs or 
plants and maintained constantly in good order for 
ornamental purposes; and 

(c) indicated to be a margin to which this byelaw applies by 
means of Notices conspicuously displayed on or near the 
said margin by the District.'Council. "", .. 

24. No person shall without proper authority or unless authorised by law 
so to do deface by writing or other marks any structure abutting on any street 
or public place. 

In this Byelaw the expression "proper authority" means with 
the permission of the owner or occupier or person having the charge of the structur, 

25. No person shall affix, or cause to be affixed, any placard or 
s poster upon any building, wall, fence, gate, door, pillar, tree or post 

in or abutting on any street or public place wit'hout the permission of 
the owner or occupier or person having charge thereof or unless authorised 
so to do by law. 

4 



Interfering 
with 
direcl/ 'n 
pos ts ':I. 

Straw or 
stubble 
burning 

Skating or 
skate
bo~rding 

In terpre
tation 

26. No person shall without lawful authority tamper with any direction 
erected by a local authority for the information of the public. 

post 

27. No person shall on agricultural land commence to burn any straw or stubble 
remaining on such land after the harvesting of any crop which has been grownthereo' 
or cause or permit to commence the burning of such straw or stubble. 

(a) in a field or enclosure any part of which is within 15 metres of 

(i) any residential property 
(ii) any structure having a thatched roof 
(iii)any other building, fixed plant or machinery the greater part of 

which is constructed of combustible material 
(iv) any stack of hay or straw 
(v) any accumulation of combustible material 
(vi) any standing straw crops 
(vii)any woodland, hedgerow or nature reserve and 
(viii)any, plant or apparatus of combustible material owned by 

, any statutory undertaker 

unless before any straw or stubble is burnt a fire-break is constructed by removin 
so far as is reasonably practicable all straw from a strip of land not less than 
15 metres wide between any straw and stubble proposed to be burnt and any of the 
objects referred to in paragraph (a) of this byelaw and either cultivating the sai 
strip of land or ploughing not less than 3 metres in width of the said strip 'of la 

(b) between the hours of sunset and sunrise; 

(c) unless during the whole of the time the straw or stubble is burning 
the operation will be under the supervision of a responsible person 
present in the field or enclosure; and 

(d) unless not less than 24 hours notice has bee,Ii' given" to the 
West Sussex County Fire Brigade 

In this,byelaw:-

"combustible material" means material which fails to satisfy the test for 
non-combustibility prescribed in British Standard 476 " Part 4 : 19-70 

"nature reserve ll has the same meaning as in section 15 of the National 
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. 

28. No person shall on any public carriageway or footway or paved court to which 
the public have access skate on rollers, skateboards, wheels or other mechanical 
contrivances to the danger or annoyance of a person lawfully using the footway, 
carriageway or paved court. 

29. Interpretation of terms 

In these Byelaws, exc.ept where the context otherwise requires, the 
following expressions have the meanings hereby as'signed to them respectively, 
that is to say -

5 



'Street' includes any highway, any public bridge and any road, roadsi4" 
verge, lane, footpath, square, court, subway, alley or passage, wheth~, a 
thoroughfare or not, and includes any part of a street. 

'Public place' includes any common, public park, pleasure ground, car park, 
public convenience, roadside waste, foreshore, churchyard, chapelyard, 
market (whether established under charter or otherwise) and any open space 
to which the public have access for the time being. 

'Passenger' means any person passing or repassing along a highway and 
includes persons on foot, on horseback, on a pedal cycle or in a motor 

.'enalties 30. Any person offending against any of the foregoing Byelaws shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a ·fine not exceeding Twenty Pounds and in the case of a 
continuing offence to a further fine not exceeding Five Pounds for each day 
auring which the offence continues after conviction eReI'efe" , ~. 

tepeals 31. All existing byelaws for good rule and government and for the prevention 
suppression of nuisances, with the exception of byelaws relating to bulls in 
fields are, only in so far as they are in force in the District of Mid 
Su·ssex, hereby repealed. 

THE COMMON SEAl of the ) 
Mid S'.lssex District Council) 
was aff i xed here to ) 
in th-t! preSE-nce of ) 

on the 2nd May, 1978 

Chairman of the Council 

The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed by the Secretary of State and 

shall come into operation on the·date hereof 

Signed by authority of the 
Secretary of State 

Home Office 
LONlXlN SWI 

\ 3 July 1978. 
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k?J:'~' LH~ 
(R F D SHUFFREY) 

An Assistant Under Secretary. 
of State 



...• 

cu/s~. 
, 

MlD SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

BYELAWS 

relating to 

Parks, Pleasure Grounds and Recreation Grounds 

" 
" 

:' 

;,; 



I 

BYELAWS 

made under section 164 of the Public Health Act, 1875, sections 12 and 

IS of the Open Spaces Act 1906, and Section IS of the Open Spaces Act, 

1906 by the Mid Sussex District Council with respect to the pleasure 

grounds named in the Schedule hereto. 

1. Throughout these byelaws the expression lithe Council" means 

the Mid Sussex District Council and the expression "the pleasure 

ground" means any of the pleasure grounds named in the Schedule 

hereto. 

2. An act necessary to the proper execution of his duty in the 

pleasure ground by an Officer of the Council or any act which is 

necessary to the proper execution of any contract with the 

Council, shall not be an offence under these byelaws. 

3. A person shall not in the pleasure ground without reason~ble 

excuse: 

(a) climb any wall or fence in ·or enclosing the ple2sur~ 

ground, or any tree, barrier, railing, post, or other 

erection therein; 

(b) remove or displace any part of any barrier, railing. 

post. seat, erection, or ornament in the pleasure 

ground, or any implement provided for use in the 

laying out or maintenance thereof. 

4. A person shall not in the pleasure ground walk, run, staod. 

sit or lie upon 

(a) any grass, turf or other place ·where adequate notice 

to keep off such grass, 

exhibited; 

turf or othe r . place is 

i 

\ 
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Provided that such notice shall not apply to more than one 

fifth of the area of the pleasure ground 

(b) any flower bed, shrub or plant, or any ground in 

. course of preparation as a flower bed, or for the 

growth of any tree, shrub or plant, 

5, A person shall not in the pleasure ground 

(a) bathe, wade or wash in any ornamental lake, pond, 

stream or other water; 

(b) without reasonable excuse foul or pollute any such· 

water. 

6. A person shall not without lawful excuse or authority in the 

pleasure ground, kill, molest, or intentionally disturb any 

animal, or fish or engage in hunting, shooting or fishing or the 

setting of traps or nets or the laying of snares. 

This byelaw shall not prohibit any fishing which may be 

authorised by the Council, 

7, A person shall not in the pleasure gr'ound 

(a) except as hereinafter provided er~ct any post, rail, 

fence, pole, tent, booth, stands, building or oth.r::r 

structure j 

Provided that this prohibition shall net apply where upon 2n 

application to the CCluneil they grant permission to erect 2ny 

post, rail, fence, pole, tent, booth, stand, building or oth~r 

structure, upon such occasion and for such purpose as 2r~ 

specified in the appplication; 

I 
! 

:\ 
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I 
(b) sell, or offer or expose for sale, or let to hire, or 

offer or expose for letting to hire, any commodity or 

article, unless, in pursuance o·f an-agreement with the 

Council, or othe["Wise in the exercise of any lawful 

right or privilege, he is authorised to sell or let to 

hire in the p-Ieasure ground such commodity or ar,tiele. 

8. A person shall not in the pleasure ground remove or displace 

any sailor plant. 

9. A person shall not in the pleasure ground: 

10. 

right 

(a) int'entionally obstruct any officer of the Council in 

the proper execution of his duties; 

(b) intentionally obstruct any person carrying out an act 

l"rhich is necessary to the proper execution of any 

contract'with the Council; 

(e) intentionally obstruct any other person in the proper 

use of the pleasure ground, or behave so as to' give 

reasonable grounds for annnoyance to other persons in 

the pleasure ground. 

A person shall not except in the exercise of any lawful 

or privilege have in his possession while he is in the 

pleasure ground any firearm unless it is sO cO'vered with a 

securely fastened gun cover that it cannot be fired. 

In this byela,,' the expression "firearm" me:2.ns any lethal 

barrelled l"re2.pon of any d'escription from 1,.ihich any shot, bullet or 

other missile can be discharged. 

This byela¥ shall apply to all parts of the pleasure ground 

except any therebf which is a public right of way. 
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11. A person shall not in the pleasure ground drive, chip or 

pitch a hard golf ball except On land set aside by the Council for 

use as a golf course, golf driving range, golf practice area or 

putting course. 

12. A person shall not except in pursuance of a lawful agreement 

with the Councilor otherwise in the exercise of any lawful right 

or privilege, bring or cause to be brought into the pleasure 

ground any cattle, sheep, goats or pigs or any beast of draught or 

burden. 

13. (i) A person shall not, except in the exercise of any 

lawful right or privilege, bring or cause to be brought into 

the pleasure ground any barrow, truck, machine or vehicle 

other than -

(a) a wheeled bicycle or other similar machinej 

(b) a wheel-chair or perambulator drawn or propelled 

by hand and used for the conveyance of a child or 

children or a~ invalid; 

Provided that where the Council set apart a space in 

the pleasure ground for the use of any class of vehicle, 

this byela· .... shall not be deemed to prohibit the driving in 

or to that space by a direct route fr'om the entrance to the 

pleasure ground of any vehicle of the class for which it is 

set apart. 

(ii)A p~rsQn shall not e::cept in the exercise of any 

lawful right or privilege ride any bicycle or Qther similar 

machine in any part of the pleasure ground. 

l~. A person ~ho brings a vehicle into the pleasure ground shall 

not ~heel or station it over or upon -

:11 
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(a) any flower bed, shrub, or plant, or any ground in 

course of preparation as a flower bed, or for the 

growth of any tree J shrub I or plan t i 

(b) . any part of the pleasure ground where the Council by a 

notice board affixed or set up in some conspicuous 

position in the pleasure ground prohibit its being 

wheeled or stationed. 

15. "~ere the Council set apart any part of the pleasure ground 

as may be fixed by the Council and may be described in a notice 

board affixed or set up in some conspicuous position in the 

pleasure ground, for the purpose of any game specified in the' 

notice board, which, by reason of the rules or manner of playing, 

or for the pre~'en t ion of damage, dar:tgerJ or discomfort to any 

person in the pleasure ground may necessitate th~ exclusive use by 

the player or players of any space in such part of the pleasure 

ground - a person shall not in any space elsewhere in the pl~asure 

ground play or take part in any game so specified in such a manner 

as to exclude persons not pla"ying or taking p-art in the game from 

the use of such a space. 

16. A person using the pleasure ground and playing or taking 

part in any game for which the exclusive use of any space in the 

pleasure ground has been set apart shall -

(a) not play on the space any game other than the game for 

~hich it" is set apart; 

(b) in preparing for playing and in playing, use 

reascnable care to prevent undue interference y,:itn t~l~ 

proper use 0f the pleasure ground by other persons: 

(c) ,,;hen the space is already occupied by other' playf':' r<; 

net begin to play thereon without their permissio:l: 
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(d) where .the exclusive use of the space has been granted 

by the Council for the playing of a match, not play on 

that space later than a quarter of an hour before the 

time fixed for the beginning of the match unless he is 

taking part therein; 

( e ) except where the exclusive use of the space has been 

granted by the Council for the playing of a match in 

which he is taking part, not use the space for a 

lange r time than two hours continuously, if any othe r 

player or players make known to him a wish to use the 

space. 

17. A person shall not in allY part of the pleasure ground which 

may have been set apart by the Cduneil for any game, play or take 

part in any game when the state of the ground or other cause makes 

it unfit for use and a notice is set up in some conspicuolls 

position prohibiting play in that part of the pleasure ground. 

18. A person who has attained the age specified in such notice 

shall not use any apparatus on the pleasure ground which by a 

notice affixed or set upon or near thereto has been set apart by. 

the Council for the exclusive use of persons under that age. 

19. Any person offending against any. of against any of these 

byelaws may be removed from the ground by an officer of the 

Council, or any constable. 

20. Every persoll Hho shall offencl agains t any of th,=,sp. byelaHs 

shall be liable on sununary conviction to a fine not exceeecling 

level 2 o~ the standard scale. 

THE SCHEDULE 

Part 1 - Grounds regulated under Section 16~ of the Public Health 

Act 1875 



I 

Clayton Green Recreation Ground, Clayton 

Twineham Recreation Ground, Twineham 

Ansty Recreation Ground, Ansty 

Constance Wood Recreation Ground, Horsted Keynes 

Scaynes Hill Recreation Ground, ~caynes Kill 

fairfield Road Recreation Ground, Hurstpierpoint 

Southway Recreation Ground, Burgess Hill 

Royal George Recreation Ground, Burgess Hill 

Leylands Park Recreation Ground, Burgess Hill 

Hickmans Lane Recreation Ground, Lindfield 

Harlands Recreation Ground, Haywards Heath 

King George V field, Crawley Down 

Barn Cottage Recreation Ground, America bane, 

Haywards Heath 

Sayers Common Recreation Ground, Hurstpierpoint 

·Court Bushes Recreation Ground,· Hurstpierpoint 



London Road Recreation Ground, Clayton 

Humphries, Copthorne 

Lingfield Road Recreation Ground, East Grinstead 

Part 2 - Grounds regulated under Section 15 nf th~ Open Spaces Act 

1906 

Hook Lane Recreation Ground, west Hoathly 

Balcombe Recreation Ground! Balcombe 

Stonequarry Recreation Ground, East Grinstead 

Ashurstwood Recreation Ground, Ashurstwood 

Whitemans Green Recreation Ground, Cuckfield 

East Court. Recreation Ground, East Grinstead 

Part 3 - Grounds regulated under Sections 12 and 15 of the Open 

Spaces Act 1906 

John Pears Recreation Ground, Ashurstwood 

Beech Hurst Recreation' Grourid,. Butlers Green Road, 

Ha)~ards Heath 

Albourne Green, Albourne 

Balney Recreation Ground, Bo1ney 

warninglid Recreation Ground, warninglid 

Turners Hill Recreation Ground, Turners Hill 

Haven Field, Hophurst Lane, Cra~ley Do~ 

Imberhorne Lane Recreation Ground, East Grinstead 

I 
I 
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THE COHMON SEAL of 

MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

was hereunto affixed this 

/l\L day of i}.u:l'.v\~C·(;' 1988 

in the presence of: 

~ ;~------~:o 
7ZD~--

Authorised Officer 

--

An Assisjant Und~i-SeGretary. of State 

HDrna OffiGS 
; ONOON, S'N1. 
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BYELAWS 

made uader Section 68 of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847, and Sectioa 171 of 

the Public Health Act 1875, by the District Council of Mid Sussex with respect 

to hackney carriages in Mid Sussex. 

Iaterpretatioa 

1. Throughout these byelaws "the Couacil" means the District Gouncil of Mid 

Sussex and "the district" meaas Mid Sussex. 

Provisions regulating the manner in which the number of each hackney carriage 

corresponding with the number of its licence, shall be displayed. 

2. a. The proprietor of a hackney carriage shall cause the number of the 

licence granted to him in respect of the carriage to be legibly 

painted or marked on the outside and inside of the car'riage, or on 

plates affixed thereto. 

b, A proprietor or driver of a 'hackney carriage shall: 

i. not wilfully or negligently cause or suffer any such nu@ber 

to be concealed from public view while the carriage is 

standing or plying for hire; 

ii. not cause or permit the carriage to stand or ply for hire 

with any such painting, marking or plate so defaced that any 

figure or material particular is illegible. 

Provisions regulating how hackney carriages are to be furnished or provided. 

3. The proprietor of a hackney carriage shall 

a. provide sufficient means by which any person in the carriage may 

communicate with the drive,r'; 

b. cause the roof or covering to be kept water-tight; 

c. provide any necessary windows and a means of opening and closing 

not less than one window on each siae; 

d. cause the seats to be properly cushioned or covered; 



e. cause the floor to be provided with a proper carpet, mat, or other 

suitable covering; 

f. cause the fittings and furniture generally to be kept in a clean" 

condition, well maintained and in every. way fit for public 

service; 

g. provide means for securing luggage if the carriage is so 

~onstructed as to carry luggage; 

h. provide an efficient fire extinguisher which shall be carried in 

such a position as to be readily available for use; 

i. provide at least two doors for the use of persons conveyed in such 

carriage by which unhindered access to all seats in the vehicle 

may be gained and.a separate means of ingress and egress for the 

driver. 

4. With effect from 1st April 1987 the proprietor of a motor hackney 

carriage shall cause such carriage to· be fitted with a taximeter so 

constructed, attached, and maintained as to comply with the following 

requirements, that is to say, 

a. the taximeter shall be fitted with a key, flag, or other device 

the turning of which will bring the machinery of the taximeter 

into action and cause the word "HIRED" to appear on the face of 

the taximeter; 

b. such key, flag, or other device shall be capable of being locked 

in such a position that the machinery of the taximeter is not in 

action and that no fare is recorded on the face of the taximeter; 

c. when the machinery of the taximeter .is in action there shall be 

recorded on the face of the taximeter in clearly legible figures a 

fare not exceeding the rate or fare which the proprietor or driver 

is entitled to demand and take for the hire of the carriage by 

distance in pursuance of the byelaws in that behalf; 



d. the word "FARE" shall be printed on the face of the taximeter in 

plain letters so as clearly to apply to the fare recorded thereon; 

-e. the taximeter shall be so placed that all letters and figures on 

the face thereof are at all times plainly visible to any person 

being conveyed in the carriage, and· for that purpose the letters 

and figures shall be capable of being suitably illuminated during 

any period of hiring; 

f. the taximeter and all the fittings thereof shall be so affixed to 

the carriage with seals or other appliances that it shall not be 

practicable for any person to tamper with them except by breaking, 

damaging or permanently displacing the seals or other appliances. 

Provisions regulating the conduct of the proprietors and drivers of hackney 

carriages plying within the district in their several employments, and 

determining whether such drivers shall wear any and what badges 

5. The driver of a hackney carriage provided with a taximeter shall:-

a. when standing or plying for hire, keep the key, flag or other 

device fitted in pursuance of byelaw No.4 locked in the position. 

in which no fare is recorded on the face of the taximeter; 

b. as soon as the carriage is hired by distance, and before beginning 

tIle journey, bring the machinery of the taximeter into action by 

moving the said ·key, flag or other device, so that the word 

"HIRED' is legible on the face of the taximeter and keep the 

machinery of the taximeter in action until the termination of the 

hiring; 

c. cause the dial of the taximeter to be kept properly illuminated 

throughout any part of the hiring which is during the hours of 

, 
darkness as defined; this being the time between half-an-hour 

.after sunset to half-an-hour before sunrise and also at.any other 

~ime at the request of the hirer. 



6. A proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage shall not tamper with or 

permit any person to tamper with any taximeter with which the carriage 

is provided, with the fittings thereof, or with the seals affixed 

thereto. 

7. The driver of a hackney carriage shall, when plying for hire in any 

street and not actually hired, 

a. proceed with reasonable speed to one of the stands appointed by 

the Council; 

b. if a stand, at the time of his arrival, is occupied by the full 

number of carriages authorised to occupy it, proceed to another 

stand; 

c. on arriving at a stand not already occupied by the full number of 

carriages authorised to occupy it, station the carriage 

ilIlffiediately behind the carriage or carriages on the stand and so 

as to face in the same directidn; 

d. from time to time when any other carriage immediately in front is 

driven off or moved forward cause his carriage to be moved forward 

so as to fill the place previously occupied by the carriage driven 

off or moved forward. 

8. A proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage, when standing or plying 

for hire, shall not, by calling out or otherwise, importune any person r 

to hire such carriage and shall not make use of the services of any 

other person for the purpose. 

9. The driver of a hackney carriage shall behave in a civil and orderly 

manner and shall take all reasonable precautions to ensure the safety of 

persons conveyed in or entering or ~lighting from the vehicle. 

10. The proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage who has agreed or has 

been hired to be in at tendance with the carriage at an appointed time 

and place shall, unless delayed or prevented by some sufficient cause, 

punctually attend with such carriage at such appointed time and place. 



11. A proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage shall not conveyor permit 

to be conveyed in such carriage any greater number of persons than the 

number of persons specified on the plate affixed to the outside of the 

carriage, provided that for the purpose of this byelaw two children of 

or under the age of twelve years shall be regarded as one person and 

children under the age of 'three years shall not be reckoned. 

12. The driver of a hackney carriage so constructed as ,to' carry luggage 

shall, when requested by any person hiring or seeking to hire the 

carriage, 

a. convey a reasonable quantity of luggage; 

b. afford reasonable assistance in loading and unloading; 

c. afford reasonable assistance in removing it to or from the 

entrance of any building, station, or place at which he may take 

up or set down such person. 

Provisions fixing the rates or fares to be paid for hackney carriages within 

the district, and securing the due publication of such fares. 

13. The proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage shall be entitled to 

demand and take for the hire of the carriage the rate or fare prescribed 

by the Council, the rate or fare being calculated by distance unless the 

hirer express at the commencement of the hiring his desire to engage by 

14. 

time. 

Where a hackney carriage furnished with a taximeter shall be hired by 

distance the proprietor or driver thereof shall not be entitled to 

demand and take a fare greater than that recorded on the face of the 

taximeter, save for any extra charges authorised by the Cou'ncil which it 

may not be possible to record on the face of the taximeter. 

a. The proprietor of a hackney carriage shall cause a statement of 

the fares fixed by the Council to be exhibited inside the 

carriage, in clearly distinguishable letters and figures. 



b. The proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage bearing a statement 

of fares in accordance with this byelaw shall not wilfully or 

negligently cause or suffer the letters or figures in the 

statement to be concealed or rendered illegible at any time while 

the carriage is plying or being used for hire • 
• 

Provisions securing the safe custody and re-delivery of any property 

accidentially left in hackney carriages, and fixing the charges to be made in 
• 

respect thereof. 

15. The proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage shall immediately after 

the termination of any hiring or as soon as practicable thereafter 

carefully search the carriage for any property which may have been 

accidentally left therein. 

16. The proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage shall, if any property 

accidentially left therein by any person who may have been conveyed in 

the carriage be found by or handed to him, 

a. carry it as soon as possible and in any event within 48 hours, if 

not sooner claimed by or on behalf of its owner, to the nearest 

Police Station and leave it in the custody of the officer in 

charge on his giving a receipt for it, 

b. be entitled to receive from any .person to whom the property shall 

be re-delivered an amount equal to five pence in the pound of its 

estimated value (or the fare for the .distance from the place of 

finding to the nearest Police Station, whichever be the greater) 

but not more than five pounds • 

. Penalties 

17. Every person who shall offend against any of these byelaws shall be 

liable on. summary convic tion to a fine not exceeding £100 and ·in the 



case of a continuing offence a further fine not exceeding £5 ·pounds for 

each day during which the offence continues after conviction therefor. 

Repeal of Byelaws 

18. The Byelaws relating to hackney carriages which· were made by the Council 

on the 5th day of June 1975 and confirmed by one of Her. Majesty's 

Principal Secretaries· of State on the 19th day of September 1975 are 

hereby repealed. 

THE COMMON SEAL of the 
HID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 
was affixed hereto in the 
presence of:-

~ 
Authorised Officer 
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BYELAW . -' ) 

made under Section 68 of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847 and 

Section 171 of the Public Health Act 1875 by the District Council 

of Mid Sussex with respect to Hackney Carriages in Mid Sussex. 

INTERPRETATION· 

1. In this Byelaw 'the Council". means the District Council of Mid 

Sussex. 

PROVISION REGULATING THE CONDUCT OF THE DRIVERS OF HACIOIEY 

CARRIAGES PLYING WITHIN THE DISTRICT OF MID SUSSEX AND 

DETEP.MINING WHETHER SUCH DRIVERS SHALL WEAR ANY AND WHAT 

BADGES 

2. If a badge has been provided by the Council and delivered to the 

driver of a hackney carriage he shall when standing or plying for 

hire and when hired wear that badge in such position and manner as 

to be plainly visible. 

PENALTIES 

3. Every person who shall offend against this byelaw shall be liable 

on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds 

and in the case of a continuing offence to a further fine not 

exceeding five pounds for each day during which the offence 

continues after conviction therefor. 

.. , 
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HACKNEY CARRIAGE BYELAWS 

made under Section 68 of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847 and Section 171 of the Public 
Health Act 1875 by the District Council of Mid Sussex with respect to Hackney Carriages in 

Mid Sussex. 

AMENDMENT TO BYELAW NO. 11 

The Hackney Carriage Byelaws made by the District Council on the 5th day of January 1987 
are HEREBY AMENDED in so far as they relate to Byelaw 11 of those Byelaws by the 
deletion of all words from and including "provided that for ..... " in that Byelaw so that 

Byelaw 11 shall read:-

"A proprietor or driver of a hackney carriage shall not conveyor permit 
to be conveyed in such carriage any greater number of persons than the 
number of persons specified on the plate affixed to the outside of the 

carriage. " 

THE COMMON SEAL of 
MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 
was affixed hereto this '2.~..j 
day of (J '"'- J '"" t 1994 
in the presence of: 

<Lg>137 

~ rJa(2cJcJ(;! 
Authorised Officer. 
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Acupuncture, tattooing, semi-permanent skin-colouring, 
cosmetic piercing and electrolysis 

Byelaws for the purposes of securing the cleanliness of premises registered under 
sections 14(2) or 15(2) or both of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1982 and fittings in such premises and of persons registered under sections 14(1) or 
15(1) or both of the Act and persons assisting them and of securing the cleansing and, so 
far as appropriate, sterilization of instruments, materials and equipment used in 
connection with the practice of acupuncture or the business of tattooing, semi-permanent 
skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing or electrolysis, or any two or more of such practice and 
businesses made by Mid Sussex District Council in pursuance of sections 14(7) or 15(7) 
or both of the Act. 

Interpretation 

1. (1) In these byelaws. unless the context otherwise requires-

"The Act" means the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982; 

"client" means any person undergoing treatment; 

"hygienic piercing instrument" means an instrument such that any part of the 
instrument that touches a client is made for use in respect of a single client. is 
sterile, disposable and is fitted with piercing jewellery supplied in packaging that 
indicates the part of the body for which it is intended, and that is designed to 
pierce either-

a) the lobe or upper flat cartilage of the ear, or 

b) either side of the nose in the mid-crease area above the nostril; 

"operator" means any person giving treatment, including a proprietor; 

"premises" means any premises registered under sections 14(2) or 15(2) of the 
Act; 

.~ 

"proprietor" means any person registered under sections 14(1) or 15(1) of the Act; 

"treatment" means any operation in effecting acupuncture, tattooing. semi
permanent skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing or electrolysis; 

"the treatment area" means any part of premises where treatment is given to 
clients. 

(2) The Interpretation Act 1978 shall apply for the interpretation of these byelaws as 
it applies for the interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 

2. (1) For the purpose" of securing the cleanliness of premises and fittings in such 
premises a proprietor shall ensure that-

(a) any internal wall, door, windOW, partition. floor. floor covering or ceiling is kept 
clean and in such good repair as to enable it to be cleaned effectively; 

(b) any waste material. or other litter arising from treatment is handled and disposed 
of in accordance with relevant legislation and guidance as advised by the local 
authority; 

(c) any needle used in treatment is single-use and disposable, as far as is 
practicable. or otherwise is sterilized for each treatment, is suitably stored aner 
treatment and is disposed of in accordance with relevant legislation and guidance 
as advised by the local authority; 

(d) any furniture or fitting in premises is kept clean and in such good repair as to 
enable it to be cleaned effectively; 



(e) any table, couch or seat used by a client in the treatment area which may become 
contaminated with blood or other body fluids, and any surface on which a needle, 
instrument or equipment is placed immediately prior to treatment has a smooth 
impervious surface which is disinfected-

(i) immediately after use; and 

(ii) at the end of each working day. 

(f) any table, couch, or other item of furniture used in treatment is covered by a 
disposable paper sheet which is changed for each client; 

(g) no eating, drinking, or smoking is permitted in the treatment area and a notice or 
.lotices reading "No Smoking", and "No Eating or Drinking" is prominently 
displayed there. 

(2) (a) Subject to sub-paragraph (b), where premises are registered under section 
14(2) (acupuncture) or 15(2) (tattooing, semi-permanent skin-colouring, 
cosmetic piercing and electrolysis) of the 1982 Act, a proprietor shall ensure 
that treatment is given in a treatment area used solely for giving treatment; 

(b) Sub-paragraph (a) shall not apply if the only treatment to be given in such 
premises is ear piercing or nose piercing using a hygienic piercing instrument. 

(3) (a) Subject to sub-paragraph (b), where premises are registered under section 
15(2) (tattooing, semi-permanent skin-colouring and cosmetic piercing) of the 
1982 Act. a proprietor shall ensure that the floor of the treatment area is 
provided with a smooth impervious surface; 

(b) Sub-paragraph (a) shall not apply if the only treatment to be given in such 
premises is ear piercing or nose piercing using a hygienic piercing instrument. 

3. (1) For the purpose of securing the cleansing and so far as is appropriate, the 
sterilization of needles, instruments, jewellery, materials and equipment used in 
connection with treatment--

(a) an operator shall ensure that-

(i) any gown, wrap or other protective clothing, paper or other covering, 
towel, cloth or other such article used in treatment- . 

(aa) is clean and in good repair and, so far as is appropriate, is sterile; 

(bb) has not previously been used in connection with another client unless 
it consists of a material which can be and has been adequately 
cleansed and, so far as is appropriate, sterilized. 

(ii) any needle, metal instrument, or other instrument or equipment used 
in treatment or for handling such needle, instrument or equipment 
and any part of a hygienic piercing instrument that touches a Client is 
sterile; 

(iii) any jewellery used for cosmetic piercing by means of a hygienic 
piercing instrument is sterile; 

(iv) any dye used for tatto'oing or semi-permanent skin colouring is sterile 
and inert; 

(v) any container used to hold dye for tattooing or semi-permanent skin
colouring is either disposed of at the end of each treatment or is 
cleaned and sterilized before re-use. 

(a) a proprietor shall provide-

(i) adequate facilities and equipment for

(aa) cleansing; and 

(bb) sterilization, unless only pre-sterilized items are used. 

(ii) sufficient and safe gas points and electrical socket outlets; 

(iii) an adequate and constant supply of clean hot and cold water on the premises; 
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(iv) clean and suitable storage which enables contamination of the articles, needles, 
instruments and equipment mentioned in paragraphs 3(1 )(a)(i), (ii), (iii), (iv) and 
(v) to be avoided as far as possible. 

4 (1) For the purpose of securing the cleanliness of operators, a proprietor-

(a) shall ensure that an operator-

(i) keeos his hands and nails clean and his nails short; 

(ii) keeps any open lesion on an exposed part of the body effectively 
covered by an impermeable dressing; 

(iii) wears disposable examination gloves that have not previously been 
used with another client, unless giving acupuncture otherwise than in 
the circumstances described in paragraph 4(3); 

(iv) wears a gown, wrap or protective clothing that is clean and washable, 
or alternatively a disposable covering that has not previously been used 
in connection with another client; 

(v) does not smoke or consume food or drink in the treatment area; and 

(b) shall provide-

(i) suitable and sufficient washing facilities appropriately located for the 
sole use of operators, including an adequate and constant supply of 
clean hot and cold water, soap or detergent; and 

(ii) suitable and sufficient sanitary accommodation for operators. 

(2) Where an operator carries out treatment using only a hygienic piercing instrument 
and a proprietor provides either a hand hygienic gel or liquid cleaner, the washing 
facilities that the proprietor provides need not be for the sole use of the operator. 

(3) Where an operator gives acupuncture a proprietor shall ensure that the operator 
wears disposable examination. gloves that have not previously been used with 
another client if-

(a) the client is bleeding or has an open lesion on an exposed part of his body; or 

(b) the client is known to be infected with a blood-borne virus; or 

(c) the operator has' an open lesion on his hand; or 

(d) the operator is handling items that may be contaminated with blood or other 
body ftuids. .. '.' .• ~. 

5. A person registered iri accordantewilt>-sections 14 (acupuncture) or 15 (tattooing, 
semi-permanent skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing and electrolysis) of the Act who 
visits people at their request to give them treatment should' observe the requirements 
relating to an operator in paragraphs 3(1)(a) and 4(1)(a). 

6. The byelaws relating to acupuncture, tattooing, ear piercing and electrolysis that 
were made by Mid Sussex District Council on the 6" of May 1987 and were 
confirmed by Mid Sussex District Council on the 1" July 1987 are revoked. 
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The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed by the Secretary of State for Health 
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The requirements relating to dye or a container used to hold dye used for treatment in 
paragraphs 3(1) (a) (iv) and (v) apply to tattooing and semi-permanent skin-colouring. 

The requirement in paragraph .4(I)(a)(iii) that an operator wears disposable examination 
gloves that have not previously been used with another client does not apply to 
acupuncture otherwise than in the circumstances described in paragraph 4(3). 

The provisions of paragraph 4(2) in relation to washing facilities apply to cosmetic piercing 
using only a hygienic piercing instrument. 

The exception whereby the byelaws do not apply to treatment carried out by or under the 
supervision of a dentist applies only to acupuncture (see section 14(8) of the Act). 



NOTE - THE FOLLOWING DOES NOT FORM PART OF THE BYELAWS 

Proprietors shall take all reasonable steps to ensure compliance with these byelaws by 
persons working on premises. Section 16(9) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1982 provides that a registered person shall cause to be prominently 
displayed on the premises a copy of Ihese byelaws and a copy of any certificate of 
registration issued to him under Part VIII of the Act. A person who contravenes section 16(9) 
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 2 
on the standard scale (see section 16(10». 

Section 16 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 also provides that 
any person who contravenes these byelaws shall be guilty of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale. If a person 
registered under Part VIII of the Act is found guilty of contravening these byelaws the Court 
may, instead of or in addition to imposing a fine, order the suspension or cancellation of Ihe 
person's registration. A court which orders the suspension of or cancellation of a person's 
registration may also order the suspension or cancellation of Ihe regislration of the premises 
in which the offence was committed if such premises are occupied by the person found guilty 
of the offence. It shall be a defence for the person charged under the relevant sub-sections of 
section 16 to prove that he took all reasonable' precautions and exercised all due diligence to 
avoid commission of the offence. 

Nothing in these byelaws extends to the practice of acupuncture, or the business of tattooing, 
semi-permanent skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing or electrolysis by or under the supervision 
of a person who is registered as a medical practitioner, or to premises in which the practice of 
acupuncture, or business of tattooing, semi-pemnanent skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing or 
electrolysis is carried out by or under the supervision of such a person. 

Nothing in these byelaws extends to the practice of acupuncture by or under the supervision 
of a person who is registered as a dentist, or to premises in which the practice of acupuncture 
is carried out by or under the supervision of such a person. 

The legislative provisions relevant to acupuncture are those in section 14. The provisions 
relevant to treatment other than acupuncture are in section 15. 

The key differences in the application of requirements in respect of the various treatments are 
as follows: 

The references in the introductory text to provisions of section 14 (acupuncture) of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 only apply to acupuncture. 

The references in the introductory text to provisions of section 15 (tattooJfJg, semi-permanent 
skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing and electrolysis) of the 'Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1982 do not apply to acupuncture. 

The references in paragraph 1(1) in the definition of "premises" to provisions of section 14 
(acupuncture) only apply to acupuncture. 

The references in paragraph 1(1) in the definition of "premises" to provisions of section 15 
(tattooing, semi-permanent skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing and electrolysis) do not apply 
10 acupuncture. 

The requirement in paragraph 2(2) that treatment is given in a treatment area used solely for 
living treatment applies to acupuncture. tattooing. semi-permanent skin-colouring. 
:osmetic pierCing and electrolysis but not to ear-piercing or nose-piercing using a 
Iygienic piercing instrument. 

'he requirement in paragraph 2(3) that the floor of the treatment area be provided with a 
mooth impervious surface applies to tattooing. semi-permanent skin-colouring and 
osmetic piercing but not to acupuncture or electrolysis or ear-piercing or nose
iercing using a hygienic piercing instrument. 


