MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL
Equality Impact Assessment
Title of Policy/Service/Contract: Homelessness Strategy for the period 2016-21
Division: Housing, Envirecnmental Health and Building Control
Lead Officer: Julian Till
Date Assessment completed: June 2016

1. SCOPING

1.1 What are the aims of the policy, service/service change or contract?

| The strategy relates to the delivery of the Council's responsibilities regarding

homelessness. These concern:

- Preventing homelessness through Housing Advice and Housing Options work

- Discharging the Council’s functions and duties under the Homelessness legislation
by assessing applications and arranging temporary accommodation where
appropriate.

-Where temporary accommodation is appropriate, to arrange/secure accommodation
at a reasonable cost and within Government targets.

The Strategy sets out 4 objectives in relation to the Housing Needs service for the
period 2016-21 and identifies actions for their achievement. These objectives are to:
1. Prevent homelessness where possible.

2. Tackle homelessness amongst specific vulnerable groups.

3. Engage with landlords to maximise access to private rented sector
accommodation.

4. Minimise the use of temporary accommodation where possible.

1.2 Who does the service/policy/contract affect? Who are the main customers
(internal or external)?

People who are homeless or threatened with homelessness. Those seeking housing
advice and people in housing need. This affects in the main people on low to modest
incomes. [t will alse disproportionately affect people who are vulnerable due to
physical or mental disability, learning disabilities, those suffering domestic viclence,
young people, older people, ex-offenders and substance misusers.

Other vulnerable people requiring housing related support and/or accommodation.
Key partners involved in the delivery of the strategy include housing associations,
private landlords and lettings agents. Other external stakeholders include West
Sussex County Council, Sussex Police, the Probation Service, Affinity Sutton, Family
Mosaic, Southdown Housing, Citizens Advice Bureaux and WORTH Services.
Internal partners within the Council include the Revenues and Benefits Service and
the Housing Standards Team.

1.3 What equality information is available, including any evidence from
engagement and analysis of use of services?

A review of homelessness in Mid Sussex has been completed with detailed
information regarding the composition of the client groups dealt with by the Housing
Needs service. This includes breakdowns of the ethnicity of those approaching the
Housing Needs Team for advice and the priority need category of those accepted as
homeless.




Information is provided from West Sussex County Council on young people in the
District assisted by the Youth Homelessness Prevention Team and Leaving Care
Service.

The review includes an assessment of the affordability of rented accommodation in
the social and private sector.

1.4 What does this information tell us about the equality issues associated with
the service and implications for the protected groups?

Monitoring of those approaching the Council for housing advice by ethnicity does not
show any marked differences with that of the general population.

The service deals with a high proportion of vulnerable people, especially due to old
age, physical disability and mental illness. 36% of households without children who
were accepted as homeless contained a vulnerable person. A lack of access to
affordable accommodation is a major factor for people on low incomes and supported
by benefits.

1.5 Are contractors or partnerships used to deliver the service? Y

If No go to section 2.

If yes, please refer to the guidance notes, particularly Appendix One of the MSDC
Guidance “Integrating Equality and Diversity into Procurement”, and complete the
next three questions.

Identify the contractors/partnerships used to deliver the service.

There are a number of services that the Housing Needs Team works with to prevent
homelessness which are procured through West Sussex County Council or
countywide partnerships. Affinity Sutton provides access to temporary
accommodation and manages the Common Housing Register on behalf of the
Council through a Service Level Agreement. Other temporary accommeodation is
provided by Sussex Oakleaf HA and where necessary procured on a nightly basis
from privately run guest house and bed and breakfast establishments.

What is their contribution to equality in service delivery and the promotion of
equality?

Partner organisations support the activities of the Housing Needs Team in preventing
homelessness amongst often vulnerable people and through supporting people who
need temporary accommodation. Affinity Sutton’s Homemove Team ensures that
social housing is allocated in accordance with the Council's Housing Allocation
Scheme. The scheme is designed to ensure allocations are based on housing need
and that all applicants are treated fairly and in a transparent way.

How are equality issues addressed through contractual arrangements and
service level agreements?

The SLA with Affinity Sutton sets out equal opportunities expectations and requires
the contractor to monitor its work and the outcomes, e.g. who gefs housed.
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